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Amanda Goetze
Years at Holy Communion: 30
Nominated by: Lisa Roberts, Daniel Amsler
Please indicate the Sunday worship service that you attend most regularly: 
10:30 a.m.

Please indicate your participation in Sunday or other adult educational of-
ferings of our parish and/or your service as a Christian formation teacher. 
Which adult educational offerings have you found particularly meaningful 
and helpful for your own spiritual life? 
I attend the 9:15 adult formation and am a former Sunday School teach-
er. I especially enjoy Sandy’s Lenten series confirmation class. Learning 
more about why we believe the things we do as Episcopalians was beyond 
interesting to me, specifically, learning more about our prayer book and 
liturgical calendar year.

Describe your involvement in any of the parish’s Ministry Areas, and any other service to the larger community.
At Holy Communion: Supper Club; 2015 Stewardship Chair; 2014 Stewardship Junior Chair; Eucharistic 
minister on Sundays and Wednesdays; More than a Meal; Meals on Wheels.
In the community: UrbanArt Commission Board, executive board committee member; various jobs via my 
children’s schools, Hutchison and PDS.

Have you made a financial pledge for the support of our parish for the upcoming year? Yes.
The Vestry has adopted a statement regarding pledging. Would you be willing to sign such a statement? Yes.

Please state in a short paragraph what Church of the Holy Communion means to you.
Church of the Holy Communion is our family’s spiritual home. I grew up an acolyte, was confirmed and mar-
ried at Holy Communion and baptized both of my children here. I am an active participant in the life of the 
church and love my parish family. 

If you would like to share any other information about yourself, please do so here.  
Holy Communion is entering a time of immense opportunity. I am excited for what we can achieve as a parish  
family. 
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Hugh Holt
Years at Holy Communion: 15
Nominated by: Carmine Vaughan
Please indicate the Sunday worship service that you attend most regularly: 
8:00 a.m.

Please indicate your participation in Sunday or other adult educational offer-
ings of our parish and/or your service as a Christian formation teacher. Which 
adult educational offerings have you found particularly meaningful and help-
ful for your own spiritual life? 
I attend formation offerings fairly regularly. I enjoyed Contemporary 
Theological Issues in our early years at CHC. More recently, I benefited 
from didactic offerings such as the Karl Barth series and educational Bible 
topics. 
 
Describe your involvement in any of the parish’s Ministry Areas, and any other service to the larger community.
I have coached youth basketball for two seasons, co-facilitated men’s retreats and volunteered 
for all of the Book It 5K races.

Have you made a financial pledge for the support of our parish for the upcoming year? Yes.
The Vestry has adopted a statement regarding pledging. Would you be willing to sign such a statement? Yes.

Please state in a short paragraph what Church of the Holy Communion means to you.
CHC is a faith community that honors all who seek God, yet remains centered in the Eucharist 
and our Anglican heritage.
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Nathaniel A. Johnson
Years at Holy Communion: 28
Nominated by: Robert Propst
Please indicate the Sunday worship service that you attend most regularly: 
10:30 a.m.

Please indicate your participation in Sunday or other adult educational of-
ferings of our parish and/or your service as a Christian formation teacher. 
Which adult educational offerings have you found particularly meaningful 
and helpful for your own spiritual life? 
Parish Forum, rector’s classes, “My Episcopal Life.” Every two years, I 
step back into teaching the high school class with Matthew Arehart; I 
lead the Brotherhood of St. Andrew services when we don’t have clergy. 
I enjoy Father Sandy’s ability to challenge one’s thinking, the detail and 
depth of the history, translations and background that go into his pre-
sentations. I particularly liked his recent class on the Authority of Scripture.

Describe your involvement in any of the parish’s Ministry Areas, and any other service to the larger community.
Sunday school teacher over the past 20 years for the high school group; coordinator for our Habitat for Hu-
manity partnership builds in the early ’90s; member of Building and Grounds Committee since ’91; served on 
two vestries, two years as Junior Warden; member of committee that recruited the Reverend Ollie Rencher; 
support many church-sponsored 5K races (such as Church Health Center’s Race for Grace 5K); member of 
the earliest planning, fundraising and race planning committees for Book It 5K race; current director for the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew chapter; usher; participant in past stewardship efforts; one of three speakers for the 
2015 “Why I Give” campaign.

Have you made a financial pledge for the support of our parish for the upcoming year? Yes.
The Vestry has adopted a statement regarding pledging. Would you be willing to sign such a statement? Yes.

Please state in a short paragraph what Church of the Holy Communion means to you.
For me, church friendships are the family you choose – every choice made in life has brought us together here 
at this time. While I am certain we do not all have the same set of beliefs, what is most meaningful to me is the 
spirit and energy created as we worship together weekly, support one another and work towards a goal while 
setting aside personal wants or bias, for the betterment of this church, community and others.

If you would like to share any other information about yourself, please do so here.  
Church has always been part of my life. It is easy to love the people at Holy Communion because they are eager 
to care, support and love you back.

2016 Vestry NomiNees



John Lewis
Years at Holy Communion: 29
Nominated by: Louis Jehl, Bill Vaughan
Please indicate the Sunday worship service that you attend most regularly:
10:30 a.m.

Please indicate your participation in Sunday or other adult educational offer-
ings of our parish and/or your service as a Christian formation teacher. Which 
adult educational offerings have you found particularly meaningful and help-
ful for your own spiritual life? 
I typically participate in the Rector’s Forum. In the past, I served two years 
as a second-grade Sunday School teacher and one year in the Atrium.
I enjoy all of the education offerings we have, but I particularly like the 
speaker series. I also like the guest lecturer programs (Micah Greenstein, 
for example). I like to learn about and hear different insights and perspec-
tives on religion, the church and how that relates to my life as a Christian.

Describe your involvement in any of the parish’s Ministry Areas, and any other service to the larger community.
At Holy Communion: I currently participate in the Men’s Book It 5K Group (Peppers). I have participated in 
the Men’s Bible Study; Vestry, 2000-2003, 2009-2011; as Treasurer, 2010-2016; Acolyte Master, 2010-pres-
ent. Enjoy serving/greeting as an Usher and plan to continue in this role. Past service includes: Outreach Com-
mittee with Martha Boyd and others to develop outreach programs; Athletics Committee (Chair) which hired 
Julie Fike and initiated the current athletics program; EYC Advisor with my wife and other sponsors before 
we had a Youth Director.
Larger Community: Books from Birth, Board Member 2012-present; American Heart & Stroke Association, 
Board Member 2013-present and 2015 Heart Ball Chairman.

Have you made a financial pledge for the support of our parish for the upcoming year? Yes.
The Vestry has adopted a statement regarding pledging. Would you be willing to sign such a statement? Yes.

Please state in a short paragraph what Church of the Holy Communion means to you.
When I first moved to Memphis many years ago, I was invited by a friend (now my wife) to attend church at 
Holy Communion one Sunday. I had grown up in the Episcopal Church and had been an active participant at 
St. James (Jackson, MS) along with the rest of my family. Looking back, I had no idea that this church would 
have such a place of significance in my life. My wife and I were married at Holy Communion a few years after I 
first accepted her invitation to attend that Sunday. We have developed some of our closest friendships through 
Holy Communion. Our children have been born, raised, baptized and confirmed at Holy Communion. And 
now that they are old enough, to see them not only participating in EYC but serving in different ways like 
acolyting (just as I did when I was their age), makes me realize how fortunate we are to be a part of such a great 
church community.
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Christy Yarbro
Years at Holy Communion: 8.5
Nominated by: Vicki Park, Carmine Vaughan
Please indicate the Sunday worship service that you attend most regularly: 
10:30 a.m.

Please indicate your participation in Sunday or other adult educational offer-
ings of our parish and/or your service as a Christian formation teacher. Which 
adult educational offerings have you found particularly meaningful and help-
ful for your own spiritual life? 
When we attend formation, it is usually the forum in the parish hall.
I attend a lectionary Bible study called the Thursday Theological Think-
ers. This small group meets at St. George’s and is comprised of women 
from several Episcopal churches in town. Studying in this way gives a 
deeper meaning to my Sunday worship. I also attended the Daring Greatly 
small group book discussion. 

Describe your involvement in any of the parish’s Ministry Areas, and any other service to the larger community.
Outreach ministry is my primary interest. I have been actively involved with our outreach ministry at Shady 
Grove Elementary, most especially through Team Read, which I helped launch. In addition to our wonderful 
Holy Communion Team Read volunteers, I recruited and trained many of my friends to help us in our en-
deavor. It is my hope to strengthen the relationship we have with Shady Grove. I led the search process for our 
Minister to Children, Alice Hollis. I have coached in the recreation program twice.

Have you made a financial pledge for the support of our parish for the upcoming year? Yes.
The Vestry has adopted a statement regarding pledging. Would you be willing to sign such a statement? Yes.

Please state in a short paragraph what Church of the Holy Communion means to you.
Holy Communion is an extension of our family, who graciously accept us for who we are. My kids feel at home 
in this community, and it has given me great joy to see them grow in their faith.

Feel free to share any other information about yourself.
As a former teacher, I am passionate about education. I have volunteered as a tutor at St. George’s Memphis 
and, most recently, Shady Grove. I am seeking opportunities to serve the larger community, especially in areas 
of north and south Memphis. My sons and I love Little Free Libraries which are small structures usually in 
residential areas where people can borrow a book or two and leave a book or two. It is run on the honor system. 
Unfortunately, here in Memphis the vast majority of these libraries are along the Poplar corridor. Hopefully 
this summer we will build and maintain a few in low-income neighborhoods. We would like to grow this idea 
and partner with schools and churches in low-income neighborhoods to make Little Free Libraries more ac-
cessible for all.

2016 Vestry NomiNees



Vestry GiViNG statemeNt

I believe that as a Communicant in Good Standing of Church of the Holy Communion, 
it is my responsibility to share my time, talent, and treasures in proportion to the gifts 
that God has given me. Further, it is my responsibility to pledge annually to the financial  
support of the parish. I am committed to a thoughtful process of examining my giving, and 
I acknowledge that the goal of the Episcopal Church is that each member tithe. Although I 
may not be tithing at this time, I am committed to developing an intentional program of 
increased proportional giving that reflects my growing response of faith and thanksgiving for 
all of God’s gifts. 


