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Advent 2020 at Holy Communion 
A Weary World Rejoices

What is your favorite Christmas tradition? Perhaps it’s 
gathering with your family for a special meal, lighting 
the Advent 

candles, or writing 
Christmas cards while 
a special movie plays in 
the background. 

Our individual 
Christmas traditions 
are as unique as we 
are; what unifies 
them is the Love that 
motivates them. 

It’s the Light shining 
in the darkness. The 
Word become flesh. 

While our 
traditions this Advent 
at Church of the Holy 
Communion will look a bit different this year, we cordially invite 
you to celebrate the birth of the Christ Child with us through 
worship and connection. 

Advent Reflection Videos
Each Monday morning through January 4, 2021, members 

of the Holy Communion community are offering video 

reflections on this extraordinary season. The videos are posted 
on our website, (HolyCommunion.org) and social media 

channels, and they 
will also be included 
in each Monday’s 
eCommunicator email. 
Be sure to tune in! 

Christmas Pageant 
Video

One of the most 
beloved traditions at 
Church of the Holy 
Communion is the 
annual children’s 
Christmas pageant. 
While we will not 
gather physically 
together for the 

pageant this year, Holy Communion’s Children’s Ministry team 
is preparing a heartwarming video rendition of the birth of Jesus. 
It will be released as the Children’s Chapel video on Sunday, 
December 20. Holy Communion’s Children Chapel videos 
have brought comfort and joy to our community since debuting 
earlier this summer, and this special feature promises to be no 
different. Tune in! 

Photos by Cindy McMillion

CHRISTMAS EVE
Thursday, December 24

4 PM  |  Christmas Eve Lesson & Carols 
(In-Person & Livestreamed)

6 PM  |  Christmas Eve Lesson & Carols  
(In-Person & Livestreamed)

11 PM  |  Christmas Eve Holy Eucharist 
(In-Person Only)

CHRISTMAS DAY
Friday, December 25

 10 AM  |  Christmas Day Worship
(Online from the Mathes home)

  

Tickets will be required for all 
in-person services.

 In the event that Holy Communion 
must change its Christmas services in 
response to the pandemic, we will post 
updates on our website, social media, 

and via e-mail.

CHRISTMAS SERVICES SCHEDULE

�
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Diocesan Convention Recap

On Friday, November 20, the Episcopal Diocese 
of West Tennessee gathered together for its 39th 
Annual Convention, led by Bishop Phoebe Roaf. 

And like the lion’s share of gatherings in 2020, technology 
played a major role. 

Church of the Holy Communion 
was originally slated to be the host site 
of the 2020 Diocesan Convention, but 
when it became clear midyear that an 
in-person gathering was not feasible due 
to COVID-19, Bishop Phoebe and the 
Reverend Sharon Alexander, Canon to 
the Ordinary, kickstarted preparations 
for a virtual, socially-distanced 
convention with a handful of “outposts” 
around the diocese where delegates 
could safely convene. 

Holy Communion was among those 
locations. We welcomed delegates and 
clergy from St. George’s Episcopal Church (Germantown), 
St. Philip Episcopal Church (Memphis), Church of the Holy 
Apostles (Collierville), and St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
(Collierville). Via video conference, Bishop Phoebe Roaf 
“joined” delegates stationed at Holy Communion and all 
over the Diocese of West Tennessee from the diocesan hub – 
the newly-renovated Barth House Episcopal college ministry 
on the University of Memphis campus. 

The largely digital format of this year’s convention 
helped to make it much more accessible and inclusive to 
Episcopalians throughout West Tennessee. Proceedings 
were livestreamed to the diocesan website, Facebook, and 
YouTube channels. 

“I’m proud of all the hard work Holy Communion put into 
learning the in’s and the out’s of videography and livestreaming 
this year,” said Emily Austin, Minister of Communication for 
Holy Communion and the Diocese of West Tennessee. “The 

skills we mastered at the parish level this year were put to 
good use in bringing the convention to our entire diocese 
through livestreaming.” 

Before convention proceedings began in socially-distanced 
tables in Cheney Parish 
Hall, attendees were 
invited to spread out on 
the grounds and gardens 
of Holy Communion 
to enjoy healthy, tasty 
boxed lunches prepared 
at Calvary Episcopal 
Church. 

The convention, 
which is ordinarily 
a 12-hour gathering 
taking place the Friday 
and Saturday before 
Thanksgiving, was 

abbreviated to a four-hour meeting that included prayer, 
diocesan committee elections, and a variety of videos produced 
ahead of time that highlighted news and ministries in the 
Diocese of West Tennessee. Church of the Holy Communion 
was represented in two videos produced by the Diocese – one 
a “roll call” of convention delegates, and one a video of people 
across the diocese reciting the Nicene Creed together. Holy 
Communion’s EYC, led by Minister to Youth Carter Webster, 
makes an appearance in the Nicene Creed video. 

The 2021 Diocesan Convention will take place November 
19-20 in Union City, Tennessee at the Discovery Park of 
Tennessee. The bishop especially encourages families in our 
diocese to make plans to attend. 

Videos of all the proceedings from the 39th Convention 
of the Diocese of West Tennessee can be accessed at 
Vimeo.com/episcopalwesttn. 

“Hosting a hybrid livestreamed/in-person 
convention with electronic voting from 5 

locations required a great deal of planning 
and a large leap of faith. Our diocesan 
leaders did a beautiful job, and I am 

hoping even discovered some new ideas 
for future conventions.” 

–The Reverend Hester Mathes

Photo by Cindy McMillion
Ann Duncan and Liz Crowder represent Holy Communion 

at the 39th annual Diocesan Convention, partially gathered in Cheney Parish Hall.
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Investing in our Clergy and our Future
A Message from the Executive Committee of the Vestry

Church of the Holy 
Communion has 
been blessed by the 

long tenures of two of our 
current clergy. The Reverend 
Sandy Webb has served as our 
rector for almost 7.5 years, 
and the Reverend Hester 
Mathes has served with us 
for almost 6.5 years, initially 
as our curate and now as our 
senior associate rector. 

Throughout the most 
recent chapter of Holy 
Communion’s life, Sandy and Hester worked as a 
team to provide leadership and stability. Sandy’s 
ministry focused on pursuing our long-range strategic 
priorities – facility renewal, financial sustainability, 
staff development, and enhanced partnership with 
St. Mary’s Episcopal School. Hester’s ministry 
focused on developing the programs that would grow 
our congregation’s size and impact – ecumenical 
and community partnerships, newcomer ministry, 
recreation, and innovative offerings for young people. 
The results of their collaboration can be seen all 
around us. 

With both Sandy and Hester now having served 
long enough to qualify for sabbatical leave under 
diocesan policy – they are the first two of our clergy to 
have qualified in more than twenty years – the vestry 
has decided to offer each of them the gift of time, 
both as a recognition of their long service and as an 
investment in their future leadership among us. 

The vestry initially intended for Sandy to be on 
sabbatical this past summer and for Hester to be on 
sabbatical this coming summer. Regrettably, the pandemic 
has required a change of plans.

The vestry’s top priority is the effective resourcing of 
Holy Communion’s ministry. With the pandemic poised 
to place limits on our in-person ministries well into the 
spring semester, we believe that Holy Communion will 
be best served by allowing Sandy and Hester to take their 
sabbaticals sooner rather than later. This will ensure that 
we will have both of these talented priests back with us, 
rested and renewed, by the end of summer.

By mutual agreement of our clergy and the Vestry’s 
Executive Committee, Hester’s sabbatical will begin on 

December 27, 2020 and 
conclude on March 27, 
2021. Sandy will begin 
his sabbatical on April 26, 
2021 and return to Holy 
Communion by August 
9, 2021, with a small 
amount of additional 
time to be taken later. 

Sandy and Hester’s 
professional development 
plans for their sabbaticals 
reflect their distinct 

personalities and 
interests. Sandy plans 
to visit churches in 
recently secularized 
parts of the United 
States and the United 
Kingdom to learn 
what he can about 
the future that Holy 
Communion may 
face as our cultural 
context shifts. Hester 
will be leaning into 
her creative spirit, 
further exploring the 
intersection of art and 
spirituality that has 
informed so many 
of her sermons and 

formation offerings, and reflecting on creative expressions 
of ministry with which Holy Communion might 
experiment in the future. 

While Hester is away, Sandy will continue to guide Holy 
Communion through the process of resuming in-person 
ministry operations and will work towards some exciting 
strategic investments in our technology. While Sandy is away, 
Hester will lead us in planning for a robust fall semester of 
post-pandemic ministry, both in-person and online.

The vestry would not normally grant two clergy 
sabbaticals in a single year, but there is nothing normal about 
this year. The approach we have chosen allows us to invest 
in the team that has provided such effective leadership for 
the last chapter of our ministry, and to benefit from that 
investment directly as we begin our next chapter.

The vestry initially 
intended for Sandy 
to be on sabbatical 

this past summer and 
for Hester to be on 

sabbatical this coming 
summer. Regrettably, 

the pandemic has 
required a change 

of plans.

The Reverend Sandy Webb The Reverend Hester Mathes
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Get Active in December at Holy Communion!
Contemporary 
Theology In Action 
Sundays at 9 a.m. via Zoom

Contemporary Theology in Action 
meets via Zoom Sunday mornings at 9:00 
a.m. Join us to hear from contemporary, 
progressive theologians and to discuss 
current events in relation to theological 
ideas. Contact Mike Watson by email for 
Zoom login credentials: mike082162@
gmail.com. All are welcome!

Reel Theology
Thursday, Dec. 3

If you enjoy movies and theology, you are 
invited to join us for Reel Theology! We’ll view 
films over the course of the Fall (watch at your 
own convenience) and then join together for a 
Zoom discussion.

On December 3, join us as we discuss 
True Grit (2010), directed by The Coen 
Brothers. To sign up, go to http://form.jotform.
com/holycmemphis/reel-theology 

Words3
December 17  |  6-7:30 p.m.  

Words3, Holy Communion’s small 
group for writers and readers, will meet on 
Zoom. Readers may read from their work 
on the theme for 6 minutes each, or you 
may simply listen in and join the discussion. 
Please contact Joan Biddle for more 
information: joansbiddle@gmail.com

Virtual Knitting Guild 
Craft-Along 
2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 
6:30-8 p.m.  CONTACT: Brooke 
Caldwell

Crafters, knitters, and artists of all kinds 
are invited to join the knitting guild for our 
bimonthly Zoom meetings! For Zoom login 
credentials, please contact Brooke Caldwell: 
cbcald@gmail.com

� �
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ADVENT/CHRISTMAS
Advent reflections will be released each Monday in 
eCommunicator and on social media through 

January 4, 2021. Be sure to tune in! 

Monday, November 30: 
Advent Reflection by Phil McMillion
Monday, December 7: 
Advent Reflection by Zach Sandberg
Monday, December 14: 
Advent Reflection by Joan Biddle 
Monday, January 4: Christmastide Reflection     

 by Daniel Amsler

Children’s Christmas Pageant video 
released as Children’s Chapel 

Sunday, Dec. 20

CHRISTMAS SERVICES SCHEDULE 
Tickets will be required for all in-person services. 

CHRISTMAS EVE - Thursday, December 24
4 p.m. | Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols 

(In-Person & Livestreamed)

6 p.m. | Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols
(In-Person & Livestreamed)

11 p.m. | Christmas Eve Holy Eucharist 
(In-Person Only)

CHRISTMAS DAY - Friday, December 25 
10 a.m. | Christmas Day Worship,
(Online from the Mathes home)  

Flowers & Music 
Magnificent Christmas decorations and music are a tradition 
at Church of the Holy Communion. Gifts received by noon on 
Tueesday, December 15 will be acknowledged in the Christmas 
leaflets. You may either use the online giving portal on the 
church’s website, call Teresa Boone or Laura Clausen in the 
church office, or, text your gift to 732-56 (put CHC in the 
message line and you will be contacted by Teresa or Laura). If 
you use electronic versions, please note names of the people you 
wish to honor or memorialize.
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YOUTH

ZOO LIGHTS OUTING
Dec. 13  |  6-7:30 p.m. Email Carter to RSVP. 

Dropoff and pickup in front of the Zoo.

Get Active in December at Holy Communion!

OUTREACH
Bag Lunches for Constance Abbey

Holy Communion continues to provide bag lunches 
for our neighbors at Constance Abbey. Each volunteer 
prepares 10 sack lunches that each include a protein 
based sandwich or wrap (plant or meat protein, just not 
peanut butter), a fruit (in season fresh or fruit cups), a 
dessert and chips or thin sliced vegetables. These lunches 
are dropped off on Mondays and Fridays at the Walnut 
Grove parking lot at Church of the Holy Communion. 
To sign up, visit https://tinyurl.com/yxovdqus. 

Contact Barb Boucher with any questions.

Calling All Cooks!  
Church of the Holy Communion is working to 

provide a hot meal for the homeless coming daily to 
Constance Abbey. This opportunity enables us to be safe 
and to do something to make a difference.  
 Six parishioners are needed to gather (with masks) 
at Holy Communion once a week to assemble meal 
kits. Eight parishioners are needed to take home a 
meal kit, prepare the recipe sometime over the next 
several days, and then return the ready-to-reheat 
casserole to CHC for delivery to CA. 

To sign up, please log on to https://tinyurl.com/
CHCconstance 

Food Pantry All-Call: Mug Cakes &  More 
The University Area Food Pantry continues to fill basic 
food needs of the hungry that come through their doors 
each week. This month they have requested donations 
of mug cakes or other individual treat items. Please drop 
off your donation in the box under the porte cochere 
outside of the Vaughan Welcome Center.    

Deliver Hot Meals 
Many homebound seniors depend upon MIFA for 
a hot meal. Often the two MOW volunteers are the 
only people the seniors will see each day. MIFA has 
protocols in place to ensure an efficient, safe, and secure 
delivery experience for both clients and volunteers, with 
routes available all over the city. Contact Kristi Estes 
at MIFA at 901-529-4521, kestes@mifa.org, for more 
information or to schedule a trial route. 

RECREATION 2021

Basketball Training & 
Skills Sessions 
JK- 8th Grades    
(January 7 – March 6)
Church of the Holy Communion 
will offer 8-weeks of Basketball 
Training and Skills Sessions 
this winter!  The sessions will 
focus on learning fundamentals and 
developing skills in a fun 
environment.
Sessions will include:  Shooting, 
Ball Handling, Rebounding, Passing, 
Defense Fun, Individual and Group Basketball & Agility 
Drills, Ball Handling Fun (Hesitation, Change of Pace, 
Changing Direction, etc.) Skills Stations, Skills Contests, 
and MORE!
If you have any questions, please contact  juliefike@holycommunion.org.
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We Will, With 
God’s Help:
Holy Communion safely resumes baptisms 
during summer and fall of 2020
 

One of the unexpected joys of this year is the lesson that 
life goes on even amid uncertainty, anxiety and trauma. 
Births and baptisms have continued to happen in our Holy 
Communion family. 

In June, Bishop Phoebe Roaf issued directives for the resumption of 
small in-person gatherings of churches in the Diocese of West Tennessee. 
By July, after intentional planning with its clergy and reentry task 
force, Holy Communion was able to honor the baptisms that had been 
scheduled for spring and summer by safely celebrating the sacrament of 
baptism again in small, family-only gatherings in the nave. 

The next scheduled feast day for baptisms was November 1, All Saints’ 
Day. By then we had permissions and procedures in place for safely 
distanced congregations to gather in worship, and baptisms became 
public again. During the 10:30 livestream on All Saints’ Day our whole 
community shared in the sacrament of baptism – families were in the 
church making their covenants, and the congregation was online pledging 
its support. By their prayers and witness, the whole Holy Communion 
community promised to help the newly baptized grow into the full 
stature of Christ.    

Congratulations to the families who celebrated baptisms during 
this extraordinary chapter in the story of the Church. Many thanks to 
Cindy McMillion, Church of the Holy Communion’s volunteer parish 
photographer, for chronicling these special occasions. 

July 12, 2020 
Mills Keating Meyer 

(Chad Meyer & Amanda Meyer) 

July 12, 2020 
Bonnie Ware Wunderlich 

(Gary Wunderluch & Libby Wunderluch)

July 19, 2020 
Thomas Foster Crow 
(John Crow & Kelly Crow)

Zachery Phillips Lynch 
(Matthew Lynch & Blair Lynch)

August 9, 2020 
John Raymond Humphreys 

(Alan Humphreys & Mary Humphreys)

Garner Gaines Williams Jr. 
(Garner Williams & Martha Williams)

James Cromwell Cook 
(James Cook & Bowen Hollis Cook)

Louis Mooring Adams 
(Hunter Adams & Carly Adams) 

August 16, 2020
Elizabeth Perkins Nollner 

(John Nollner & Kelcie Nollner)

October 25, 2020 
Lucille Jeanne Campbell 

(Robert Campbell & Carey Campbell)

Lydia Chisolm Lindsey 
(Benjamin Lindsey & Felicia Lindsey)

November 1, 2020 
Winona Marie Boucher*

(Andrew Boucher & Andrea Boucher)

Herbert Hobson Hunt* 
(Harrison Hunt & Stewart Hunt)

*Baptized during 10:30 a.m. livestreamed service 
after COVID-19 occupancy restrictions were 

relaxed throughout the Diocese of West Tennessee. 

Photos by Cindy McMillion

Zachery Phillips Lynch is cradled by his mother Kelly at his baptism on July 19, 2020.
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Congratulations to the 
families who celebrated 
baptisms during this 
extraordinary chapter 

in the story of 
the Church.

Photos by Cindy McMillion

The Boucher Family The Williams & Cook Families

The Campbell Family

The Humphreys Family

The Wunderlich Family The Nollner Family The Hunt Family

The Crow Family

The Adams Family

The Lindsey Family

The Meyer Family



Clergy

The Right Reverend Phoebe Roaf, Bishop
The Reverend Sandy Webb, Rector

The Reverend Hester Mathes, Senior Associate Rector
The Reverend Jonathan Chesney, Associate Rector

The Reverend Dr. Randy McCloy, Deacon

Vestry

Marlene Shaw, Sr. Warden + Richard Williamson, Jr. Warden
Jack Straton, Treasurer + Steve Maury, Clerk

Ellie Bakelaar, Liz Crowder, Tricia Dewey, Mike Driscoll, 
Dale Jones, Tracy Killen, Evelyn McGahey, Jean McGhee, 

Judy Phillips, Dan Poag, Anna Rojas, and Kyle Smith

lay staff

Emily Austin                        Minister of Communication
Teresa Boone                  Director of Administration
Laura Clausen                Financial Assistant
Mary Beth Darrow                                     Director of Operations
Martha Earnest                                                         Facilities Staff
Julie Fike                                  Director of Recreation & Wellness
Roosevelt Gray                                                   Facilities Staff
Megan Johnson                        Minister of Welcome 
Dr. Ellen Koziel                            Assistant Minister of Music
Cindy McMillion                              Parish Photographer 
Beth Mitchell                          Assistant Minister of Communication
Ann Moorehead                                                       Facilities Staff
Dr. David Ouzts                             Minister of Music and Liturgy
Jim Sawicki                                                                         Sexton
Jamie Shaw                                                                         Sexton
Carter Webster                                                       Minister to Youth 
Cynthia Williams                         Receptionist
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Church of the Holy Communion, an Episcopal Church 
in the center of Memphis, seeks to be a sacred presence, 

grounded in the servant ministry of Jesus, offering 
spiritual growth opportunities for all.

WORSHIP TIMES
Sundays (Online): 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Sundays (In-Person): 9:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Wednesdays (Online): 12:15 p.m.

Memorials & Honoraria
Received October 16, 2020 – November 15, 2020

In memory of Joyce Gingold
Tom & Sarah Cowens

Vicki & Ed Park
Walter D. Wills, III

Walker & Ann Uhlhorn
St. Mary’s Episcopal School
Morgan & Judy Brookfield

Randy & Linda Kay McCloy
John S. Lewis

Connie & Lou Adams
Sherry & Mike Murphy

Ann Bendall
Stephen D. White

In honor of 
David Ouzts 

& Lee Middleton 
Marriage blessing

to Friends of Music Fund
Mike & Sherry Murphy

In memory of 
Roberta Bush

Sherry & Mike Murphy

In memory of 
Minetry 

Apperson Crowley
All Saints Guild

Martha Bowen Barnes 

In memory of 
Bob Burleigh

Joe & Cheryl McCormack
Eunetta Kready

Sherry & Mike Murphy
Bob & Margaret Martin
Tom & Sarah Cowens

Men’s Bible Study

In memory of 
Mrs. Sarah Bean

Sherry & Mike Murphy

In memory of 
Mrs. Chris Wilson

Sherry & Mike Murphy


