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Getting Connected 
Holy Communion to embark on systems “reboot” in 2021 

Holy Communion runs on a series of systems – many of 
which are silent and unintrusive.  

That is, until we notice that they are not working 
as they should. Seemingly small disruptions can lead to huge 
malfunctions – like a few grains of sand on a microchip. When we 
encounter crises like the pandemic, the limitations of our systems 
immediately become apparent, as if they are puzzle pieces that 
spontaneously don’t fit together anymore.  

For instance, the puzzle piece of worship has always locked 
neatly to the piece of our church building and campus. However, 
when a pandemic happens and the safest choice for many people is 
to stay home, how can we bring church to them?  

While livestream worship is an obvious example of how Holy 

Communion responded to a grain of sand at a time of crisis, there 
were many other similar challenges that were identified last year 
when our lives were rocked by the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Gratefully, buried deep within any crisis – or beach, as it were – 
is an opportunity.  

Over the last nine months, Holy Communion has developed 
an entirely new way of doing ministry. In addition to livestream 
worship, we have adjusted all our programs and ministries to 
accommodate our current circumstances. This has taught us 
lessons we won’t want to un-learn once COVID is just a memory. 
Indeed, for many in our congregation who cannot join us 
physically, virtual worship, formation, pastoral care and fellowship 
have been an answer to a prayer that far predated the pandemic.  

(Technology continues on page 7)
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Timeless  Significance
New dossal design steeped in symbolism and reverence

In December, the vestry approved a design for a new 
dossal curtain and centerpiece for our renovated nave; 
it will take the place of our current dossal curtain later 

this year. 

Our recent nave 
renovation project 
included efforts 
to restore our 
historic dossal 
curtain, which was 
a gift from Calvary 
Church on our 
opening day in 
1950. However, 
deterioration due 
to dry rot in the 
dossal curtain’s 
silk fibers was 
more than anyone 
expected; the 
current piece is 
beyond repair.  

Fleming Architects 
recommended that 
Holy Communion 
engage consultants 
with deep 
Episcopal roots 
to guide us on 
the creation of a 
timeless, reverent 
centerpiece for our 
renovated nave. 
The vestry engaged 
Mel Ahlborn 
of Illumination 
Studio in San 
Francisco and 
Patrick Boylan of 
Grace Liturgical Vestments in New York to consult on 
this important project. 

The new dossal centerpiece will include two main 
elements: The first is a blue damask curtain with gold 
bands, designed and fabricated by Boylan. This new 
curtain will be similar to our current dossal curtain, 

but constructed with blended fabrics to extend its life 
and will include a central velvet panel. The second 
element is a mixed-media central cross, designed by 

Ahlborn under the 
direction of the 
Church Renovations 
Committee and 
fabricated in her 
studio. The cross is 
filled with Christian 
symbolism and 
has been carefully 
designed to honor 
the core values that 
have guided all of 
Holy Communion’s 
renovations – 
faithfulness, 
simplicity and grace.

Our historic dossal 
curtain will be 
commemorated in 
an oil painting that 
will be displayed in 
the church building, 
and prints will 
be available for 
parishioners. The 
current dossal curtain 
will be placed in 
storage for the time 
being and ultimately 
interred reverently on 
the church grounds. 

The creation and 
installation of these 
beautiful works of 
art is being funded 
largely by memorials 

and honoraria that Holy Communion has received 
over the years. Additional contributions to the 
Memorials Fund are welcome. 

The Reverend Sandy Webb is available to answer any 
questions that parishioners may have about this project.
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Timeless  Significance
New dossal design steeped in symbolism and reverence

IHSIHS

The design for the proposed Church of the Holy 
Communion Dossal Centerpiece is filled with 
Christian symbolism, ancient and new. 
 
     

2

The design for the Church of the Holy Communion's new 
Dossal Centerpiece is filled with Christian symbolism, 

both ancient and new.

At its most primative, the centerpiece is a cross. It
is a symbol of Christ Jesus and also a symbol of the
Christian faithful.  
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A circular nimbus, or halo, is added to the cross, 
together with rays of glory. These symbols carry 
forward early Christian symbolism of the glory of 
the Lord as witnessed in Christ Jesus, members of
the Trinity, and the communion of saints. These rays 
match the rays emanating from the Holy Spirit in the 
CHC cornice.
 
     4

Brass rays reach outward in four directions - N, S, E,
W - pointing to Creation (Old Testament), our planet
Earth, our incarnate humanity. The rays are also the 
Christmas Star (New Testament), announcing the Word 
made Flesh, the arrival of the Savior who takes on visible 
form in this created world which we inhabit. 
 
     

5

A quatrefoil, ‘four leaves,’ shapes the center plaque
of the cross. It is created from four overlapping circles,
and appears often in church architecture and stained 
glass windows. In Christian heritage, the four arcs of 
the quatrefoil call to mind the four evangelists, authors
of the four gospels.  
 
     

6

Placed within the outer arcs of the quatrefoil and piercing
the rays of glory are four red bosses, or half-domes. Red is
the liturgiucal color of martyrdom and reminds us of the 
sacrifice of Our Lord Jesus on the cross. The bosses 
represent the wounds that Christ suffered on the cross.   
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IHS

Within the quatrefoil plaque are two of the oldest 
symbols in all of Christiandom, wheat and grapes. 
The chalice, paten, and host represent our present 
day Eucharist. The ‘IHS’ Christogram, the monogram 
of Christ is in the center of the host.   
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At its most primative, 
the centerpiece is a cross. It
is a symbol of Christ Jesus 
and  also a symbol of the
Christian faithful.

A circular nimbus, or halo, 
is added to the cross, together 
with rays of glory. These 
symbols carry forward early 
Christian symbolism of the glory of the 
Lord as witnessed in Christ Jesus, members 
of the Trinity, and the communion 
of saints. These rays match the rays 
emanating from the Holy Spirit in 
Holy Communion's cornice.

      Brass rays reach outward in   
        four directions - N, S, E, W - pointing  
      to Creation (Old Testament), our planet 
Earth, our incarnate humanity. The rays are 
also the Christmas Star (New Testament), 
announcing the Word made Flesh, the arrival 
of the Savior who takes on visible form in 
this created world which we inhabit.

          Within the quatrefoil plaque are  
          two of the oldest symbols in all of  
               Christendom, wheat and grapes. 
           The chalice, paten, and host represent  

our present day Eucharist. These symbols also 
connect this cross to the church for which it 
is designed – Holy Communion. The ‘IHS’ 

Christogram, the monogram of Christ, 
is in the center of the host.

                  Placed within the outer                  
                  arcs of the quatrefoil and  
 piercing the rays of glory are 

four red bosses, or half-domes.
Red is the liturgiucal color of 

martyrdom and reminds us of the 
sacrifice of Our Lord Jesus on the cross. 

The bosses represent the wounds that 
Christ suffered on the cross.

A quatrefoil, “four leaves,” shapes the      
center plaque of the cross. It is created  
from four overlapping circles, and appears 

often in church architecture and 
  stained glass windows. 

In Christian heritage, the 
four arcs of the quatrefoil call 
to mind the four evangelists, 

authors of the four gospels.
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These five candidates have been nominated for three-
year positions on the Vestry. Electronic Parish 
Meeting and vestry election details forthcoming.

Thomas Carlisle
Member Since: Attending services at Holy Communion since 2017

 What ministries are you involved in?  I have been an usher for the 10:30 
a.m. service since March 2019.  I have also helped serve for More than a 
Meal, the Annual Shrimp Dinner and have hosted the Church of the Holy 
Communiion Young Adults Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner as well.

What does Church of the Holy Communion mean to you? My 
wife, Meade and I were looking for a church to call home back in 2017. 
Church of the Holy Communiion felt like home immediately. We love 
the involvement in the community, the friendliness of the parish, and the 
caring and hospitable clergy. We’re looking forward to continuing to grow 
spiritually and raising our family in this church. My hope is that my two-
year-old daughter, Caroline, will see Church of the Holy Communiion as 
part of her extended family.

What is your vision for Holy Communion?  I want to help grow the 
church and broaden our outreach to the community. I want more families to 
feel the same warm welcome Meade and I felt when we first walked through 
these doors. I look forward to serving the church on the vestry, getting to know 
more of our parish, and supporting its growth. 

What is something we may not know about you? My wife and I worked 
in the U.S. Senate in Washington, D.C. for five years after college – both 
working for our home state senators.

Bradley Fogelman
Member Since: Since 2008 

What ministries are you involved in? I have served on the Pastoral 
Care Committee, Celebration Sunday, Nave Design Committee, and 
Shrimp Dinner.

What does Church of the Holy Communion mean to you? Holy 
Communion has been a supportive and enriching place for my family over the 
last 12 years.  As a non-native Memphian, Holy Communion has served as 
a support network for me while raising our children and dealing with family 
illnesses.  I am very blessed to know that my children are loved and supported 
by this community as they grow in life and faith.

What is your vision for Holy Communion? I look forward to being 
back to church in person and being able to utilize the beautiful new 
facilities we have here at Holy Communion.  I would hope to see an even 
more vibrant and larger church membership and a further expansion of the 
youth program.

What is something we may not know about you? I love animals.  We have 
three beautiful large dogs at home.  

Barton Lynch
Member Since: My two children and I joined Holy Communion in 1988. 

What ministries are you involved in? Years ago, I often helped with 

Thomas

Bradley

Church 
of the 
Holy 

Communion

VESTRY
NOMINEES

2021



The Communicator  |  5  |  January 2021

Sunday school and was on the Flower Guild. In 2000, my husband 
Mike and I offered to enhance the decorating of church for Christmas 
and I have been heading that ever since. I also work on the Festival 
Committee. Co-chairing “Fresh Paint” – a fundraiser for our community 
outreach – for three years was great fun. I served as a eucharistic minister 
and then transitioned to be an acolyte master where I serve as the acolyte 
program coordinator. I was part of a small transition group for Reverend 
Hester when she came as a Curate to the church. I serve on More Than A 
Meal and currently on the Monday “lunch team” for Constance Abbey.

What does Church of the Holy Communion mean to you? Holy 
Communion is for me the “home” that represents stability, security 
and love. 

What is your vision for Holy Communion? I don’t really have a 
vision per say for the church, but I hope it will enhance our members’ 
faith and sense of community.

What is something we may not know about you? I love sports, 
especially golf and deep sea fishing, and I was once the assistant coach 
for my son’s coach pitch baseball team.

Jack Nelson
Member Since: 2019

What ministries are you involved in? I am a member of the choir, 
and my wife and I participate in meal preparation for Constance Abbey. 
We have also attended (in person and via Zoom) many of the educational 
opportunities offered by the staff.

What does Church of the Holy Communion mean to you? This is a 
warm, welcoming congregation with so many good people committed to 
ministry, with a hard-working staff that creates a joyful environment for 
worship and fellowship.

What is your vision for Holy Communion? Short term: To remain 
fiscally stable and healthy in relationships with one another. Long term: 
To grow as we share the Good News and continue the ministry of Christ.

What is something we may not know about you? Nearly everything! 
We’re new to the parish having transferred our membership from St. 
Elisabeth’s after it closed on the 4th Sunday of Advent in 2018. 

Romaine Scott
Member Since: Moving to Memphis in 2016

What ministries are you involved in? Sunday School

What does Church of the Holy Communion mean to you? Church 
of the Holy Communion means a lot to my family and me and our 
spiritual growth, continuing our Anglican traditions.

What is your vision for Holy Communion? To continue providing 
opportunities for worship and service for everyone, wherever they are in 
their faith and life journey.

What is something we may not know about you? I served in a variety 
of leadership roles, including Diocesan President, for the youth arm of the 
Anglican Church in Jamaica.

Barton

Jack

Romaine
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A Weary World Rejoices with Singing!
By Dr. David Perry Ouzts

As Episcopalians who worship God with the enrichment 
of the liturgical seasons, we are accustomed to regular 
changes. When the season of COVIDtide began last 

March, quickly and without warning, 
everything changed in ways that we could 
not have anticipated. 

 Every ministry in the parish came to a 
halt, and we quickly regrouped. Worship 
went to livestream-only and was limited 
to only 2-3 people in leadership. 

Prime examples of parish small groups, 
choirs spend as much time together as any 
groups in the church. Normally taking 
the summer months off, the parish adult, 
children’s, and handbell choirs rehearse 
weekly for at least an hour, with the adults 
rehearsing even longer. 

Our parish choirs have stayed in touch 
with Zoom meetings, online singing 
projects using A Capella (a choir recording app) and staying in 
contact via phone and email. However, nothing can take the 
place of singers gathering together in person, blending in true 
choral harmony. 

Choirs look forward to Christmas music all Fall, 
beginning our rehearsals and preparations immediately 
after Labor Day. Knowing that we would not have these 
experiences leading up to Christmas, the opportunity to 
make a choir video using proceeds from the Crump Music 
Fund became a wonderful reality.  

The Parish Choir gathered in November and December for 
two highly controlled rehearsals in the nave: singers in masks, 
distanced 17-feet apart, maintaining distance entering and 

departing, no exchanging of printed music or even pencils.  
At regular Wednesday evening rehearsal time, we gathered in 

the nave for a professional recording session by award-winning 
videographer Noah Glenn of Perpetual 
Motion. Noah has assisted with a number 
of Holy Communion video projects 
including the nave renovations reveal 
video this past June. He has become a 
friend of the parish. 

The camaraderie of the Parish Choir 
was rekindled in the first five minutes 
of the first rehearsal. As in our regular 
weekly rehearsals, I was tasked with the 
duty of ceasing the vigorous conversations 
and catching-up and moving on to the 
tasks at hand. The evening of the video 
recording, everyone arrived early, with 
vestments and masks in hand, and we 
made what turned into a beautiful, 

meaningful video of Advent and Christmas choral music. 
Our children’s choirs also participated in a video project 

for Christmas. Led by Dr. Ellen Koziel, members of the CHC 
Choristers and the St. Cecilia Choir recorded anthems and 
Christmas carols for the 2020 Children’s Christmas Pageant, 
which was released as the Children’s Chapel offering on Sunday, 
December 20. Our weekly Children’s Chapel offerings have been 
produced by videographer Ryan Hoelscher in Johnson City. 

The choirs of Church of the Holy Communion are 
continuing to provide the parish with quality music, which 
is our pleasure, delight, and duty as we all persevere through 
COVIDtide.  

Please access the video here: https://vimeo.com/493111884
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That’s why Holy Communion’s vision of the future includes 
not only the robust in-person ministry that we knew pre-
COVID but also a fully-operational online ministry that is 
even more inclusive, intentional, and resourced than the one we 
know now.  

Thanks to a full “technology audit” that took place last fall 
through a generous service offering from the FedEx Executive 
Network Services (Execnet) team, Church of the Holy 
Communion is now poised to make its many systems sing in 
harmony this year through strategic technology initiatives that 
will make a positive impact on both old and new friends.  

 
Sterling Support 

 
If you live in the Mid-South, you likely know at least one 

person who works for FedEx. Chances are, though, they are not 
on the Execnet team.  

Execnet is an elite special operations technology team – our 
consultants from this team were Andy Drake, Juan Jurado, 
and Jason Schmidt – whose mission is to research, develop, 
implement and support all the technology solutions for the 
executive team of the FedEx Corporation. With more than 50 
years of combined information technology experience, their 
expertise spans the full spectrum of technology as an industry.  

But the team isn’t all rote data. Two of the team members 
have a unique understanding of professional ministry: One 
served as an Executive Pastor in full-time ministry for five 
years, and one has been involved in leadership and teaching in 
his church for decades. 

The Execnet team spent time last fall walking the campus 
of Church of the Holy Communion and consulting with 
representatives of our clergy, staff, parishioners and even 
relevant vendors. Their thorough review of Holy Communion’s 
technological systems has given us a bird’s eye view of what 
is working well, and where we have room to grow online 
ministries that are just as meaningful and innovative as our in-
person ministries. 

“We are blessed to have the advice of these world-class 
technologists as we take our online ministries to the next level,” 
said the Reverend Sandy Webb. “Responding to the pandemic 
has moved us years ahead in our strategic plans relative to 
technology. We will emerge from this challenging time stronger 
than ever, with major goals accomplished, and with the resources 
that we need to answer the ministry challenges of the future.” 

The vestry has endorsed the Execnet team’s 
recommendations, setting the stage for an investment that will 
likely touch nearly every ministry at Holy Communion. 

Seasoned Manager

Parishioner Mike Watson will manage the process and 
rollout. Prior to his current position as technology project 

manager at Terminix, 
Mike served FedEx 
for over 20 years as 
Accounting Technology 
Project Manager.  

“A big part of my job 
was to ‘translate’ what the 
accounting team needed 
to information technology 
staff, and vice versa.”  

Mike’s role in the 
Holy Communion 
technology project will 
be much the same: He is 
already meeting with Holy 

Communion staff and advising on realistic project timelines.  
“Having the guidance of the FedEx team and Mike by 

our side for these exciting, ambitious projects is an incredible 
blessing,” said Minister of Communication Emily Austin.  

“In 2020, we learned that online ministry was a thing that 
we could do. In 2021, I believe that we will learn that online 
ministry is a thing that we can do really well.” 

 
 
  

 
 

Technology cont'd from page 1

The vestry is in the 
process of creating 

a budget for its 
technology initiatives 

and identifying the 
necessary funding. 

If you are interested 
in supporting this 
important effort, 

please contact 
Teresa Boone in the 
business office, or 

Fr. Sandy. 

Mike Watson
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Get Active at Holy Communion!

OUTREACH
Emmanuel Center Food Pantry 

With public schools still closed to in-person 
learning, Emmanuel Center reopens its gym 
this week for fifty-two students to use as a secure 
virtual learning center. As the students come and 
go, it is obvious that food insecurity is prevalent in 

many of their homes. To address this need, Emmanuel Center 
has decided to start a small food pantry to be better prepared 
when a request arises.  

As you shop for your own groceries, please consider 
adding some non-perishable food items to your cart for 
Emmanuel Center’s new food pantry. You may drop off 
donations at the collection box near the south door to the 
Vaughan Welcome Center at any time. Let’s help make it a 
happier new year for everyone! 

January and February can be long, cold, 
and a little gray even under the best of 
circumstances! Your pastoral care team will 
continue doing our best to be a sun lamp on 
behalf of our Church family so our members 
undergoing difficult times know they are 
prayed for and loved, but as always we need help knowing 
who might need some care. If you know or think someone 

(including yourself!) could use the occasional 
note in the mail or phone call or contact 
by the clergy to brighten their day or help 
get through a difficult time, please do reach 
out to Jonathan by phone or at jchesney@
holycommunion.org. Keep an eye out on 

church communications for additional creative ways to 
help and connect in the year ahead! 

Pastoral Care in the Cold Months   

RECREATION
Wellness rooms are reopening for 
limited classes and private exercise!  
Beginning January 11, parishioners may reserve a 
block of time to walk, exercise, play pickleball or walk the 
labyrinth in one of our wellness rooms.  Our goal is to offer 
access to safe space for movement and exercise.  Individuals 
or groups that are quarantining together may reserve the 
room for 30-minute blocks of time.   
Beginning Wednesday, January 20, our indoor Tai 
Chi classes will resume in the Holy Communion Wellness 
Center.  Our outdoor FIT4Mom classes will continue 
outdoors.  Indoor class spaces will be limited to ten persons, 
masks will be required and physical distancing will be 
observed by all. Pre-registration is required.  

JK- 8th Grade Boys & Girls Basketball!       
January 21 – March 7 

 

This WinTer, Church of the Holy 
Communion is offering a 7-week program (8 
sessions) of Basketball Fundamental Training 
and Skill Development.  The focus will be on 
learning & developing skills in a fun, safe environment.  

VIRTUAL SMALL GROUPS 
Words3 January 21  |  6-7:30 p.m.  |  "Snowfall"
Holy Communion’s small group for writers and readers will 
meet on Zoom. Readers may read from their work on the 
theme for 6 minutes each, or you may simply listen in and 
join the discussion. Please contact Joan Biddle for more 
information: joansbiddle@gmail.com 

Knitting Guild  2nd & 4th Wednesdays, 6:30-8 p.m.    
Crafters, knitters, and artists of all kinds are invited to join 
the knitting guild for our bimonthly Zoom meetings! For 
Zoom login credentials, please contact Brooke Caldwell: 
cbcald@gmail.com

Contemporary Theology in Action
Sundays at 9 AM on Zoom. Contact Mike Watson by email for 
login credentials: mike082162@gmail.com. All are welcome! 

For full information on all of our fitness and sports 
programs or to register, go to HolyCommunion.

org/recreation-wellness. If you have any questions, 
contact Recreation & Wellness Director, Jule Fike at 

901-767-6987 ext. 4022 or 
juliefike@holycommunion.org.
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Photo by Cindy McMillion

A Christmas Like No Other

Photo by Jonathan Jussely

Clockwise from upper left:   
l Minister to Youth Carter Webster worked 
tirelessly all through 2020 to continue youth 
outreach, and the 2020 Pre-YC Dirty Santa gift 
exchange was no exception. Thank you, Carter!   
l Father Sandy, Reverend Hester, and Saint 
Ni- – that is, Father Jonathan – gathered on 
the church steps on Christmas Eve to share 
cheer and treats with the Holy Communion 
community before the livestreamed Christmas 
Eve services.  l “Chalking the door” is a way 
of marking our homes, usually at the front or 
main entrance, with sacred signs and symbols 
as we ask God’s blessing upon those who live, 
work, or visit throughout the coming year. 
Fr. Jonathan’s prayer: “Bless, O Lord, these 
creatures of chalk, that they may be vehicles 
of prayer and grace to your people; grant that 
they who use them in faith to so mark the entrance of their homes would be 
blessed with sanctuary and peace throughout the year, under the protection 
of your holy angels and through the intercession of the saints; in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.”   l Our Pre-
YC group gathered together for a Dirty Santa gift exchange on Sunday, 
December 20.  l Since our ability to gather together this Christmas was 
a bit limited, Holy Communion invited parishioners to send in pictures 
of their home nativity scenes, like this one from Jonathan Jussely. Thank 
you to everyone who sent pictures!  Go to our Facebook page to see all of 
them.  l This year’s Christmas theme at Holy Communion – A Weary World 
Rejoices – reflected the challenges of 2020. Even our banner, which originally 
publicized in-person worship information, had to be updated quickly when 
in-person worship was suspended. 

Photo by Cindy McMillion

Photo by Cindy McMillion

Photo by Cindy McMillion

Photo by Cindy McMillion
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In her November 15 
sermon, “Dancing 
Economies,” the 
Reverend Hester Mathes 

asked an important question:  
 
“Drawing upon 

God’s unconditional 
and neverending gift 
of love and grace, 
what is the invitation 
set before us when 

a sum of money is given into our care…
earthly money for earthly use, but with God’s 
economy informing our every move?” 

 
And then she posed a challenge when she preached at each of 

the three Sunday morning services:  
 
“I have in my hand three $100 bills. The 

common sense of our economy might urge us 
to invest it and watch it grow or to bury it 
for a rainy day, but God’s economy invites 
us to share it in the same spirit of generosity 
with which it has been shared with us. In 
a moment I will give these away. The only 
thing I ask is that you use this gift before the 
fourth Sunday of Advent and that you be 
willing to report back by then as to how you 
chose to use your talent.”  

 
Today, we are pleased to share how the “talents” that were 

part of a generous bequest from the estate of Martha York grew 
from a spark to a flame in our community.  

 
 “We made a full Thanksgiving Feast for the 15 

members of a local homeless shelter!”
–Blair & Matt Lynch 
 
“We gifted our $100 to Ricky. He sells the paper, 

and we buy one from him each Sunday on our way 
to church. Ricky has always 
been the happy soul, rain 
or shine. Each Sunday, we 
exchange greetings and 
blessings, promising to pray 
for one another that day. Our 
questions frequently are Do 
you have food and shelter? Or 
do you have what you need? 
Only then does he ask or state 
a need. We also spent $100 
on items to share with others, 
including 32 pairs of black socks for Constance Abbey, 
15 cake mixes for the Food Bank, and food for Lisieux 
Community.”  

–Carol & Don Paterson  
 
 “We doubled the $100 to $200 and donated to Mid-

South Food Bank, where it bought 600 meals!”   
–Christy Barzizza 
 
 “We donated to Mid-South Food Bank during the 

Interfaith Food & Funds Drive in December.” 
–Debby Schadt 

The Ten Talents 
Project 

Holy Communion finds imaginative 
ways to bring God’s economy 

and our economy into 
a beautiful dance

� �

The Reverend Hester Mathes
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  “When I volunteered to take the $100 and give it as a 
way of spreading God's love, I knew I wanted the money 
to go to an organization that ministered to people who are 
underserved during the holidays. I discussed it with my 
two children who are still in Memphis, and we narrowed 
our ideas down to either an organization that serves elderly 
people or one that serves people who are homeless. We 
decided to give the money to Constance Abbey. But, we 
wanted to do a little more. My kids always draw names 
for a Christmas gift exchange that usually involves gifting 
an item you didn't know you needed. This year, they 
decided to contribute the money usually spent on these 
gifts toward the donation to Constance Abbey. With their 
contributions, we were able to donate $325.”  

-Laurie Harwell 
 
 “I received $100 from Hester at church. On my way 

out the door that day, Lisa Holt said she would like to 
match the $100. Then, I decided to match the $100. 
So now I have $300. My company donations $1 for $1, 
so I split $600 into fourths between Thistle and Bee, 
the Emmanuel Center, the Mid-South Food Bank, and 
Constance Abbey.”

-Amy O’Dell 
 
  “I am so thankful that I was chosen for the $100 

spend. I chose to pass it on to a lady, Diane, my friend met 
when volunteering. When her daughter-in-law died about 
two years ago, 
Diane started 
helping her 
son with the 
care of his 
four children, 
one of which 
has special 
needs. Her 
grandchildren 
live with her 
in her home. In fact, Diane has given up her bedroom 
and sleeps on a couch in the front room so that the 
grandchildren can have bedrooms as they are still in school 
and need quiet time for studies. Diane was so very thankful 
to receive the money as she truly needs it.   

 Also, with all the books, shoes, and other items that 
we purchased from the Dollar General Store for a penny 
each, we donated to the BELIEVING Church located on 
Summer Ave., which was collecting items for children in 
the community.” 

-Jennifer Kruchten 

“I donated my $100 to No Kid Hungry; $10 
provides 10 meals, so the $100 provided 100 meals! 
Children are important to me, no matter whose they 
are. I strive to make every child's life I come in contact 
with a bit better, so this charity got my attention. My 
heart goes out to kids in need. By feeding the hungry, 
we are doing God's will; ‘When I was hungry you gave 
me something to eat’.... I also try to do my part as a 
good steward of what God has given to me. I may not 
have much, but what I do have, I'm always willing to 
share with those less fortunate.”  

-Michael Sullivan 
 
“I divided the funds into fourths. The first $25 went 

to a single mom who left an abusive situation; the second 
$25 went to Constance Abbey; the third went to the 
Mid-South Food Bank; and the fourth went to the Equal 
Justice Initiative. With my matching funds, the talents 
were quadrupled!”  

-Margaret Dischler  
 
 “I adopted a child from Multinational Ministries. 

I bought him clothes and toys based on what was on 
his wish list. I'm a kid and I just can't imagine what it 
would be like to be in his scenario. I imagine God was 
in this kid's eyes when he opened his presents that I 
chose for him.” 

-Leighton Visinsky 
 
  “I went to Starbucks and paid for the 

person's meal behind me in hopes that they 
would pay for the person's meal behind 
them. I hope that it will go on and on. I am 
donating supplies to the happy cart at St. 
Jude, a cart that goes room to room, allowing 
kids to pick a toy or a craft or an activity to 
enjoy. In a place where the kids may not feel 
the happiest or may not be able to play with 
other kids, I think it would be really cool 

when someone came to their door and asked, "would 
you like a toy?" I got a bunch of canned foods and 
donated them to the food bank. I saw God when I was 
donating cans to the food bank because I felt like since 
I was doing this, it gave them food for the day and 
impacted some people's lives. I was happy that I could 
do that and be there, and I felt like God was with me. 
God showed how to be a community helper and share 
what I have with people in my community.”  

-Carter Visinsky 
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Judy Phillips, Dan Poag, Anna Rojas, and Kyle Smith

lay sTaff
Emily Austin                        Minister of Communication
Teresa Boone                  Director of Administration
Laura Clausen                Financial Assistant
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Julie Fike                                  Director of Recreation & Wellness
Roosevelt Gray                                                   Facilities Staff
Megan Johnson                        Minister of Welcome 
Dr. Ellen Koziel                            Assistant Minister of Music
Cindy McMillion                              Parish Photographer 
Beth Mitchell                          Assistant Minister of Communication
Ann Moorehead                                                       Facilities Staff
Dr. David Ouzts                             Minister of Music and Liturgy
Jim Sawicki                                                                         Facilities Staff
Jamie Shaw                                                                         Facilities Staff
Carter Webster                                                       Minister to Youth 
Cynthia Williams                         Receptionist

Place label here.

The Communicator

The Communicator, (USPS.) #015-799, is published Monthly by CHURCH OF 
THE HOLY COMMUNION, 4645 Walnut Grove, Memphis, TN 38117-2597. 
PERIODICAL POSTAGE paid at Memphis, TN. POSTMASTER: Send address change 
to Church of the Holy Communion, 4645 Walnut Grove Rd., Memphis, TN 38117-2597.

Church of the Holy Communion  |  4645 Walnut Grove Road  |  Memphis, TN 38117  |  (901) 767-6987  |  www.holycommunion.org

Church of the Holy Communion, an Episcopal Church 
in the center of Memphis, seeks to be a sacred presence, 

grounded in the servant ministry of Jesus, offering 
spiritual growth opportunities for all.

WORSHIP TIMES
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In memory of Joyce Gingold
Ann Duncan

Patsy & Bob Smith
Joe & Kay Clark

In memory of Lester Gingold
Patsy & Bob Smith

In honor of 
David Ouzts & Lee Middleton 

Marriage blessing
to Friends of Music Fund

Ann Duncan
Maryanne & Don Macdonald

In honor of John Lewis
Irene & Ron Ayotte

In memory of 
Kathleen Lynne Sawyer

to Friends of Music Fund
Vicki Sawyer

In memory of 
Minetry Apperson Crowley

Mrs. Thomas C. Adams
Linda McLargin

In memory of 
Dianna & Kelly Fisackerly

Linda McLargin

In memory of Roberta Bush
Andy & Kate Pouncey

In memory of 
Robert Burleigh
Lisa & Louis Jehl

Dan & Chloe Poag
Annie Mahaffey

Irene & Ron Ayotte
Emily Woodside & 

Bill Falvey
Nora & Wallace Witmer

Michael McDonnell
Ben & Kathy Adams

Maryanne & Don Macdonald
Ann & Walker Uhlhorn

Barbara Wilson
Nancy & Andy Malmo

In honor of 
Phil & Karen Campbell

Janet K Kemperman

In memory of 
Colin Campbell

Janet K Kemperman

In thanksgiving for clergy
Barbara & Keith Leach

In honor of Dr. David Ouzts
to Friends of Music Fund

Sarah Doyle


