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Faith & 
Fellowship 
on the Field
A Conversation with 
Michael McGuire, Minister 
of Recreation & Wellness 

Emily Austin: Tell me a little bit about yourself and 
your family. Are you originally from Memphis? 

Michael McGuire: Yes, I’m from Memphis, and I 
actually grew up just down the street from Holy Communion 
near Richland Elementary. My parents still live in that house, 
so I imagine some lunches will be in order starting this month! 
I have a younger brother and an older sister. I went to a 
Woodland Presbyterian for elementary school, and I ended 
up at MUS for high school because my dad was a teacher 
there at that time. I attended Lambuth University – now, the 
University of Memphis – in Jackson, Tennessee where I played 
soccer and earned a degree in Sports Management. Shortly 

(McGuire continued on page 3)
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after graduating, I started working at Hope Church for their 
recreation ministry, and I was there for my entire career. 

Emily: We all need someone cheering for us from the 
sidelines. Who is that person for you? 

Michael: My wife, Lydia. We’ve been married for 13 years, 
but we have known each other since middle school and became 
best friends during high school. Lydia is from Collierville, which 
is where we live, and she is in her fourteenth year of teaching 
at Collierville Elementary School. She’s a fantastic teacher. 
My mom just retired from 45 years as a teacher and my dad 
taught for awhile, too, so I understand firsthand the work and 
dedication that goes into being a teacher.

You know, Lydia is one of those teachers that just loves 
her job, loves doing what she 
does, and really has a heart for 
the kids. She has helped me be 
a better rec director because I 
realized, well, she really knows 
these kids. She’s inspired me to 
get to know the people that I’m 
working with.

Between our families, we 
have 15 nieces and nephews, 
ranging from age 18 to one and 
a half. 

Emily: Did you play 
church league sports as a 
young person?

Michael: I grew up at Lindenwood Christian Church 
– that’s how Lydia and I met, actually – and playing rec 
sports there really impacted me. Growing up playing was 
something very special. My uncle, my grandfather, my 
dad, and my friends’ parents were all coaches. You know, 
you kind of build these relationships with your friends at 
church, but then your families become friends, too, where 
even the parents become friends with each other. 

Emily: It’s cool to see your church friends out on the 
field on a Saturday morning. 

Michael: Yeah, and then you get to go spend the night 
with them and go to church the next morning together. 

At Hope Church, we tried to keep our kids together 
from season to season to create that small group feel, 
kind of like what I experienced when I was growing up. 
Hopefully, the kids become friends and it just kind of 
builds and builds.

Emily: Tell me about the role that faith plays in 
your life and how you’ve expressed it in your career in 
church recreation. 

Michael: When I was in college, I didn’t think I was 
going to get into church rec, but I’m glad my career has 
played out the way that it has. As I said to Sandy and 
Hester, sprinkling Jesus in during a game really changes 
things. You can see the kids and the families take it in. 
We honor that our families are here to play sports, but we 
also want them to understand that we’re going to pray for 
them, that they are always welcome at the church. 

We also want them to know that we care about 
them. Churches have so many resources that we can 
get families tied in with – everything from children’s 
ministry to addiction recovery groups. At Hope Church, 
we viewed recreation and sports as an outreach ministry 
for families. 

Emily: Definitely. 
Sometimes, it can be hard 
to ask someone if they’d 
like to visit your church 
with you on Sunday 
morning, fearing it may 
make them uncomfortable. 
Asking if they would like 
to walk around the track 
at the church with you, 
or mentioning that your 
church offers fitness classes 
and youth sports is a great 
way to extend that initial 
hospitality. I feel like the 

athletic and wellness ministry is the perfect way to 
invite them into a faith community and make them 
know that you see them.  

Michael: Yeah, absolutely. Recreation ministry is 
something that so many families are willing to be involved 
in. Years ago, I noticed that engagement there can help 
churches pull them into other areas and get them to help 
here and there. Hope does this thing called “Go and Do,” 
which is a series of service projects over the summer. 
Several years ago, the rec ministry had its own project, and 
we had several of our families come out and help us with 
that project simply because we asked.

Emily: What do you like to do in your spare time?
Michael: I really am just a sports person. I love 

watching sports, and I love hanging out with my wife. I 
tell her all the time, she’s my number one. Like, if I want 
to do anything, I always check with her first. We both love 
spending time with our families, and we’re active at our 
church, Fellowship Memphis. We attend the location at 
St. George’s Elementary School in Germantown.

“Recreation ministry is something 
that so many families are willing 

to be involved in. Years ago, I 
noticed that engagement there can 
help churches pull them into other 

areas and get them to help 
here and there.”

McGuire cont'd from page 2
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Church of the Holy Communion is made up of a 
variety of sacred spaces, each of which contribute 
to our faith community’s inclusivity.

One such place is the Memorial Garden, nestled 
between the nave and Blaisdell Hall. Guests walk through 
the Memorial Garden to enter the Vaughan Welcome 
Center, making it somewhat of our “front porch”. 
The Memorial Garden houses Holy Communion’s 
Columbarium, the brick structure where the remains of 
our faithful departed are lovingly interred. 

The Memorial Garden is a lush, sacred space. During 
the spring and summer months of 2020 when anxiety 
over indoor worship was high, it was the perfect space 
to offer safe, socially-distanced worship. It’s a shady, 
beautiful enclave for all ages to gather for fellowship 
or play. Despite its proximity to the hustle and bustle 
of Walnut Grove Road, the Memorial Garden emotes 
stillness and peace. 

The Don and Elma Malmo Fund for the Memorial 
Garden was established by their friends and family to 
provide ongoing annual support for the maintenance 
of the Memorial Garden and the Columbarium. It 
will become a part of Holy Communion’s endowment, 
becoming only the second named fund within Holy 
Communion’s endowment, following the Crump Music 
Fund that was established in 2002 to fund special projects 
in our music ministry.

 Don and Elma’s children set the designation of the 
fund because of how moved they were by the Memorial 
Garden after their father’s interment there and to honor 
their mother’s love of gardening. Don died on September 
7, 2021, and Elma died on November 28, 2021. 

In Bloom
Holy Communion’s

Memorial Garden Turns a 
New Leaf with 

Malmo Endowment

Photo by Cindy McMillion

(Bloom continued on page 5)

Photo by Cindy McMillion

The Holy Communion Memorial Garden is a lush, special place. 

Elma and Don Malmo will be lovingly memorialized through the 
establishment of the Malmo Fund for the Memorial Garden. 
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Known affectionately as “the Orchid lady,” Elma Malmo’s 
passion was gardening. “She purchased orchids from all over 
the world and cultivated them in her greenhouse, giving 
them as gifts and designing corsages and arrangements us 
kids,” said her son, Andy Malmo.  

The creation of a fund to support the maintenance of 
the Memorial Garden has inspired the vestry to establish 
a task force to develop a master plan for this special sacred 
space. This work is being lead by Barton Lynch, whose 
credentials include longtime leadership and floral design 
expertise through the Memphis Garden Club (MGC). Most 
recently, Barton lead the MGC committee that established 
Church Health’s community garden on the campus of 
Crosstown Concourse. 

Serving alongside Barton on Holy Communion’s Memorial 
Garden Task Force are Nancy Malmo and Jean Sutherland. 

“This spring, our task force will meet with different 
landscape architects and create a plan to revitalize and 
enhance the Memorial Garden,” said Barton. 

“The hope is that planting will take place in the fall of 
2022 or the spring of 2023.” 

If you would like to make a gift toward the 
Malmo Fund for the Memorial Garden, please 
call the parish office at 901-767-6987, or make 
your gift online at HolyCommunion.org.  

The Don and Elma Malmo 
Fund for the Memorial 

Garden was established by 
their friends and family 

to provide ongoing annual 
support for the maintenance 
of the Memorial Garden and 

the Columbarium.

insert "image tile" 
whih would ordinaryily 
go in the centerspread

PULL FROM c/s text

Bloom cont'd from page 4

The Memorial Garden is a special space for worship, contemplation, and even play. In this photo from summer 2021, 
Holy Communion's Episcopal Youth Community (EYC) group gathers. 

Photo by Cindy McMillion
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Get Moving this January at Holy Communion!

Here @ Holy C on 
Wednesdays 

Here @ Holy C will start back 
on January 12!  

5:15 - 6:00 pm: Dinner and   
 fellowship (Cheney Parish Hall)  

6:00 – 7:00 pm:  
   •  Children’s activities with 
 Mr. Drew & Dr. Koziel 
   •  Youth group with Carter 
   •   Adult “Hope and Healing” 
 with clergy 
6:30-8:00 pm: Adult Choir 
 with Dr. Ouzts 

Nursery will be available if there 
are enough requests. Please email 

dmassengale@holycommunion.org.  

2021 BOOK IT 5K RESULTS 
The 2021 Book It 5K raised 

$32,654.69 for our beneficiaries, 
Books from Birth and Emmanuel 
Center!  Over the last 11 years, the 
race has raised $297,003.23, which 
has been split evenly between Books 
from Birth and Emmanuel Center.  

Many, many thanks to our race 
committee, race sponsors, donors, 
race participants and volunteers for 
your continued support!  Checks 
were presented to the beneficiaries on 
Sunday, December 12.

Young Adult Happy Hour: 
January 20 at 6 p.m., 

Brookhaven Pub 
Whether you are brand new 

to the church, an active member, 
longtime member, and/or a visitor/
friend, come hangout and connect 
with friends with ties that are rooted 
in faith. Please, if you have any 
questions, contact Steven Quach or 
Carter Webster. Spread the word!

Ski trip 
SKI TRIP 
REGISTRATION!
(both trips are filling 
up fast!)
 
SR. HIGH | January 14-16, 2022
Perfect North Slopes
JR. HIGH | February 18-20, 2022
Paoli Peaks
https://www.saintcolumbamemphis.org/ski

 EYC (episcopal youth community) 
will start back on January 9! Meet on 
the front steps of the church.
Sundays, 4:15-5:15 p.m.

The Annual Parish Meeting 
will be held at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday, January 23. 

Gather in Cheney Parish Hall with your fellow parishioners to elect new vestry 
members, review Holy Communion’s finances, and hear important strategic updates 
from the Rector and the Senior Warden. Everyone is welcome to attend the Annual 

Parish Meeting. In order to vote, a parishioner must be a member on the rolls of 
Holy Communion and at least sixteen years old.

YOUTH
Contact Carter Webster for more details or 
questions: cwebster@holycommunion.org
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Get Moving this January at Holy Communion!
HOLY COMMUNION 
RECREATION & WELLNESS  

2022 WELLNESS CLASSES
The New Year is here, and it’s a great time to get more active 

and try out some of the wellness classes at Holy Communion! 
What better way to stay motivated than to exercise with others?  
We have some of the best instructors, all with years of experience. 
Take a look at our January Wellness Class Schedule and signup 
online at http://www.holycommunion.org/fitness-classes.

Senior Stretch, Strength and Balance 
(starts January 13)  Holy Communion Wellness Center 
Room 209 | Thursdays, 11:00 am -12:00 p.m. 
Instructor: Hollie Comas | 6-Week Session Package:  $55.00
First Class Drop In Fee:  $10.00

This class will focus on breathing effectively, and improving 
flexibility, strength and balance.  Movements can be performed 
while seated in a chair, standing with or without the aid of a chair 
or at the ballet barre on the wall.  Our instructor, Hollie Comas, 
has been teaching yoga and fitness classes for 8 years working with 
students of all levels. To sign up, email hcomas@cbu.edu.

Introduction to Pickleball | $100 for 4 lessons
Session Dates:  January 13, 20, 27 and February 3
Time Option 1: 12:30 - 2:00 p.m. Time Option 2:2:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
Instructors: Emma Gately, Janis Finan, Jess Fahie or Taylor Taylor 
Classes will be limited to 6 participants, so please sign up early!  

TEAM SPORTS
YOUTH SOCCER  

Spring soccer registration 
opens in January for Girls 
& Boys ages 4-13! Holy 
Communion soccer teams 
will participate in league play 
with games beginning late 
March and ending late May.

SOFTBALL/ 
BASEBALL/ T-BALL 
Registration opens in January 
for Girls & Boys JK to 
Grade 4! Holy Communion 
baseball, softball and t-ball 
teams will participate in the Parochial Athletic Association (PAA) 
league. Divisions: T-Ball (JK/ SK); Girls Coach Pitch or Boys 
Coach Pitch (1st/2nd Grade); Girls Kid Pitch or Boys Kid Pitch 
(3rd/4th Grade).

For more information or to sign up for either sport, go to 
holycommunion.org/youth-sports.

Questions? Please contact Michael McGuire, Minister of 
Recreation & Wellness, at mmcguire@holycommunion.org

  OUTREACH
Good Neighbor Team Update: 
Welcoming the Hawisha Family  It was an exciting, moving 
moment when we met our Sudanese family at the Memphis 
airport. We were 10 of Holy Communion’s Good Neighbor Team 
beginning an adventure of supporting and caring for these lovely 
people for the next six months. Under the sponsorship of World 
Relief, we have the privileged responsibility to help this family 
become comfortable and independent in a new country. 

They are the Hawisha family, Dad and Mom and two boys (6 
and 4) and a little girl (2).  They had traveled from Cairo to Istanbul 
to Chicago to Memphis.  They had spent 18 years in a refugee camp 
in Egypt waiting for resettlement.  They are delighted to be here and 
looking forward to the new life adventure (see photo on back cover).

 In cooperation with the US State Department, World Relief 
has a careful plan for their resettlement.  We at CHC get to be their 
physical and relational support.  The family is given limited short-
term funds to pay rent and set up a household. When they get 
permanent housing, their major need is furniture that will need to be 
purchased from the funds if lacking donations.  We at CHC can give 
them a lot of that.  We will keep you informed of how you can help.

Thanks be to God for this beautiful opportunity.
Used Furniture can be picked up and stored by World Relief 

earmarked for “The Hawisha Family”.  
New furniture items can be sent from the WR Amazon Wish 

List:  https://tinyurl.com/CHCGoodNeighbors 
ITEMS NEEDED: Bunk beds, dressers, chest of drawers, 
sofa, end tables, coffee table, table & floor lamps, dining table 
& chairs, 3 car seats, TV, computer & printer. Contact Judy 
Horning amslerhorning822@gmail.com or 901-672-7664 for 
more information.

Emmanuel Center Updates 
Contact: Sherry Murphy | After the December 12 service 
celebrating the success of the 2021 Book-It 5K, Angie Johnson, 
Executive Director at Emmanuel Center, expressed a big thank-
you to all parishioners at CHC for the generous donation. In 
addition, Angie said that parishioners’ donations of prepared 
casseroles, Kroger Gift Cards and cash, new/used school uniforms 
and the great variety of non-perishable foods and snacks over the 
past many months has been an “awesome blessing to Emmanuel 
Center”; “the generosity has been humbling”; “amazing in 
their generosity to the families we serve”. Many thanks to all 
parishioners supporting this vital program!

With schools reopening in January, Emmanuel Center 
welcomes back its After School Academy participants. Students 
arrive hungry and need a snack before they can concentrate on 
schoolwork or anything else. As you shop for after-school snacks 
for your crew, please consider purchasing some extra snacks for 
Emmanuel Center. Especially appreciated are Capri Suns or 
similar and bottles of water. Donations may be placed in the EC 
box outside the south door of the Vaughan Welcome Center.
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My grandfather 
and I are different 
kinds of investors. 
Grandpa’s investment 
portfolio was comprised 
largely of equities and he knew 
something about each of the 
companies whose stock he 
held. When he moved to a 
new town, he was likely to buy 
several shares of the company 
that employed the most people 

there because he wanted to invest in his community. By 
contrast, my investment portfolio is a carefully managed 
collection of mutual funds. I would be hard-pressed to tell 
you what companies are represented, what they do, or where 
they are. My strategy is focused on outcomes, on projected 
return and estimated risk.

My grandfather and I are also different kinds of charitable givers. 

Grandpa gave to his church almost exclusively. He saw church 
giving as a religious duty and he trusted his church to identify 
the greatest need in his community and to pool its members’ 
alms into a single, coordinated response. My wife and I still 
give the lion’s share of our charitable dollars to the church, but 
like many of our peers we also give directly to a variety of other 
charities that do meaningful work in our community.

Most of the congregations that I know are experiencing a 
generational shift in giving – older people tend to give more 
to their congregations than younger people do. This does not 
mean that the current generation of middle- and early-career 
adults is constitutionally less generous. (A quick visit to the 
GoFundMe website will reveal younger adults supporting a 
wide variety of causes.) But, it does mean that these adults no 
longer regard the church as their community chest. As one 
peer said to me recently, “If my money is going to support [the 
local homeless services agency], I want the gift to be in my 
name not my church’s name.”  

To what extent do the people who support your 
congregation financially also support other charitable 
causes? Where does the church rank among their giving 
priorities? 

In my experience, there are four main categories of church givers with 
lots of room for overlap between categories and for nuance within them:

•  Tithers: Some people heed (or aspire to heed) the Old 
Testament’s mandate of giving the first ten percent of their 
income back to God. When these givers give to the church, 
they give without restriction because releasing control is part 
of the discipline. Tithing is focused on a giver’s spiritual need 
to give and not on the church’s practical need to receive.

•  Institutionalists: Some people give to the church 
because of the important and ongoing role that the church 
plays in the lives of its people and of the wider community. 
These givers are glad to support the congregation’s 
annual operating budget because they see it as a means of 
ensuring the effectiveness and endurance of an important 
community institution.  

•  Impactors: Some people give to the church because 
they believe that their gifts will have a tangible impact. 
These givers might be willing to support a capital 
campaign, or a youth mission trip, or an outreach drive. 
But, they are not likely to “dig deep” for the congregation’s 
annual budget or for its endowment because the impact of 
those kinds of gifts can be harder to see.

•  Participants: Some people give to the church 
because it is a sign of their participation in the life of the 
community or because they have a fee-for-service mindset 
with regard to the church programs they attend. Their gifts 
to the church are not sacrificial or, in many cases, even 
noticeable components of their household budgets. 

Most congregations still include people in all four categories 
and perhaps they always will. But, church leaders should 
anticipate that the distribution of people among these 
categories may change as a more secular, less institutionally-
minded generation of adults steps to the fore.

Church leaders must resist the temptation to critique the 
motivations of their church’s givers. This all-too-familiar 
phrase is not helpful: “If everyone tithed, we wouldn’t have 
any financial problems!” Good stewardship is grounded in 
good pastoral care. In this and every other area of ministry, 
the church needs to meet its people where they are and 
gently invite them to deeper levels of discipleship. 

What is the main theme of your congregation’s giving 
program? With whom does it resonate? With whom does 
it not? How might you appeal to different kinds of givers 
simultaneously? How might you inspire your church’s 
givers to give in a different way?
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The Reverend Sandy Webb

Generations 
of Givers

The Changing Face of Church Funding
The Reverend Sandy Webb

This article was originally published in Vital Practices, 
a publication of the Episcopal Church Foundation. 
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Memorials & Honoraria
Received November16, 2021 –  December 20, 2021

In memory of 
Rev. & Mrs. Charles B. Hoglan
to the Easter to Easter Challenge

Laura Hoglan

In memory of Robert Burleigh
Beth & Jim Breazeale

Robert & Cecile Harper

In memory of 
Martha & Bobby Fogelman
to the Hicky Narthex Project

Beth & Jim Breazeale

In memory of David Dando
Beth & Jim Breazeale

In memory of Arthur Sutherland
Beth & Jim Breazeale

Sherry & Mike Murphy
Julie & George Ellis

Barton Lynch
to the Easter to Easter Challenge

Bill & Carmine Vaughan

In memory of Peggy Harris
Beth & Jim Breazeale

In memory of Joyce Gingold
Beth & Jim Breazeale

In memory of Betty Cruzen
Beth & Jim Breazeale

In memory of Sallie Watson
Beth & Jim Breazeale

In memory of 
Mike & Bickie McDonnell

Beth & Jim Breazeale

In memory of Billy Dunavant
Jeanne Sutherland

In memory of Elaine Turner
Sherry & Mike Murphy

Tommy & Denise McDow

In memory of Bucky Rogers
to the Easter to Easter Challenge
Emily Woodside & Bill Falvey

In memory of Dr. Colin Campbell 
& Catherine Hayden Campbell

to the Easter to Easter Challenge
Karen & Phil Campbell

In honor of Janice Hall
to the CHC Food Ministry
Karen & Phil Campbell

In honor of Barbara Boucher
to the CHC Food Ministry
Karen & Phil Campbell

In honor of Dorothy Brownyard
to the CHC Food Ministry
Karen & Phil Campbell

In honor of Nancy Kelso
to the CHC Food Ministry
Karen & Phil Campbell

In memory of Rosemary Darrow
Alice Bolton

In honor of Jan Bell
Connie Abston

In memory of Elma Malmo
to the Don and Elma Malmo Fund 

for the Memorial Garden
George & Wanda Whitsitt

Mr. & Mrs. Kent Wunderlich
Lisa & Chip Grayson

Mr. & Mrs. L. Kirkpatrick Bobo
Thomas & Elizabeth Loeb

Walter D. Wills, III
Kathy & Ben Adams

Marion Morgan
Deborah Matthews

to the Easter to Easter Challenge
Bill & Carmine Vaughan

In memory of Don & Elma Malmo
to the Don and Elma Malmo Fund

 for the Memorial Garden
Alice Bolton

Neville Williams
Dr. Emily “Boo” Ruch
Linda & Neely Mallory
Cindy, Chip, Meredith, 

Brandon & Hays Moreland
Barb & Brad Boucher

Tuns & Lynne Anderson
Jack & Cindy Straton

Linda & James Hightower
Lynn & John Edwards
Chris & Becky Fiedler

Scott, Joanie, Andrew & Michael Howard
Barbara & Leonard Richman

Mr. & Mrs. E. Carl Krausnick, Jr.

In honor of Ellen Koziel

to the Friends of Music Fund
Joel Chapman

In memory of Jackson Roberts
Robert & Cecile Harper

In memory of Bruce Swords
Robert & Cecile Harper

In honor of Sandy Webb
to the Easter to Easter Challenge

Jo-Ellen & Walt Reed

In honor of Hester Mathes
to the Easter to Easter Challenge

Jo-Ellen & Walt Reed

In honor of Jonathan Chesney
to the Easter to Easter Challenge

Jo-Ellen & Walt Reed

In honor of Randy McCloy
to the Easter to Easter Challenge

Jo-Ellen & Walt Reed
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Name: 
Tay Chafin
Member Since: 
1983-1984. 
Reynolds Cheney 
and Diana Crump 
are responsible for 
our joining Holy 
Communion.

What ministries and 
activities are you 
involved in? I started 
helping Susan Webb 
with the 5:30 service 
in 2009, taking care of 

the candle stands, and the candles in the windows and on the 
altar. Being able to set up while the musicians are practicing is 
a delightful experience.

What does Church of the Holy Communion mean to you? 
Safe Harbor
 
What is your vision for Holy Communion? That it 
continues to be vibrant and inclusive.

Something we may not know about you (or a fun fact): 
Milton Rogers and I have known each other since we went to 
Camp DeSoto. That’s also how I met Debby Schadt.

Name: 
Janice Hall 
Member Since: I 
was confirmed at 
Holy Communion 
in 1986 and was a 
member until 1993. 
I came back to Holy 
Communion in 2019 
after spending 19+ 
years in New York 
City. 

What ministries 
and activities are 
you involved in? I 

serve on the Pastoral Care team. I am leading change and 
communications for the redesign of our website, new mobile 
app and the update of other key technologies. I am also very 
active in our food ministries, working to provide lunches 
and dinners to Constance Abbey, helping with More Than 

A Meal, volunteering for our Interfaith Food Drive, and co-
leading our gleaning program this year to provide meals for 
the Emmanual Center.

What does Church of the Holy Communion mean to you? 
Holy Communion provides me purposeful, powerful and 
positive experiences and community that allow me to grow 
spiritually and provide me with the opportunity to minister, 
support and give back to others.

What is your vision for Holy Communion? My vision for 
Holy Communion is for us to be a future-focused church 
family that engages with our parishioners and community in 
a seamless and integrated manner, whether they are in person 
or virtual. In this rapidly-changing world, it is imperative that 
we understand the evolving needs and expectations of our 
parishioners and community and be prepared to grow and 
change with them.

Something we may not know about you:  I walked to work 
just about every day for 19 years.

Name: Lisa Holt 
Member Since: 2001

What ministries and 
activities are you 
involved in? I have 
served on pastoral 
care, taught high 
school formation, 
served on the vestry, 
and volunteered 
annually for the 
Book It 5K. I am 
a past president of 
the Daughters of 
the King. I worked 

part-time as the Hospitality Minister. I most recently 
served on the COVID Reentry Task Force, and I am a Lay 
Eucharistic Minister.

What does Holy Communion mean to you? Holy 
Communion is my spiritual home, where I am strengthened 
through sacramental worship and formation weekly. I am 
grateful for Holy Communion’s dedication to serve Christ 
within the church and in our wider community.

What is your vision for Holy Communion? I would like to 
see Holy Communion grow in small group ministry such as 
book studies, parenting and grief/divorce support.

Vestry Nominees 2022

Lisa Holt

Janice Hall

(Vestry continued on page 11)

Tay Chafin
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Something we may not know about you: I have recently 
starting playing golf.

Name: 
Shannon Mattern
Member Since: My 
family and I joined 
CHC in 2010. Our 
older son was 1.5 years 
old, and I was pregnant 
with our second. 
 
What ministries and 
activities are you 
involved in? I am a 
Eucharist Minister and I 
volunteer with a variety 
of children’s activities. 

 
What does Church of the Holy Communion mean to 
you? To me, CHC is a best friend. A friend who is always 
happy to see you. Someone who welcomes you with open 
arms, even if it has been a little too long since you last 
visited. A friend who celebrates your successes and provides 
a big hug when things get rough. A friend who gently 
nudges you back in the correct direction when your choices 
have become a little questionable and shows some tough 
love if necessary. A friend who you can talk with for hours 
or just sit quietly. A friend who always loves you and is 
there for you day or night.
 
What is your vision for Holy Communion? My vision for 
CHC is to provide a community for fellowship and worship 
where everyone feels welcome and is supported in their 
journey with God. 
 
Something we may not know about you: I have three 
Goldendoodles who run the house.

Name: 
Richard 
Williamson
Member Since: 2017

What ministries are 
you involved in? Sr. 
High Formation on 
Sunday mornings, 2022 
Youth Pilgrimage, CHC 
Employee Benefits 
Committee, Annual 
Shrimp Dinner, More       
 Than A Meal.

What does Holy 
Communion mean to you? Holy Communion is where I 
am at home.  It’s where I go to learn, fellowship and serve.  It 
is a community that cares about the well-being of others and 
responds with love through action.  It is where all are welcomed, 
conversations are encouraged and new ideas are generated.  I 
find it to be a place where the past is respected while we look 
forward to the needs of today and tomorrow.  Church of the 
Holy Communion embodies hope, peace, joy and love.      

What is your vision for Holy Communion? Building 
upon the momentum of today, I see Holy Communion 
growing and changing.  We will be a diverse parish in 
body, spirit and mind as well as a center of hope that 
shares the good news of Jesus Christ.  We will use our 
resources (time, talents and finances) to reach people 
through outreach ministries, recreational activities, etc.  
We will change the city of Memphis through the lives of 
others as we live out our benediction, “Let us go out in 
peace and serve the Lord.”  

Something we may not know about you (or a fun fact): 
I was part of a BBQ team that won 1st Place in the World 
Championship Barbeque Cooking Content (Sauce).

Richard Williamson

Shannon Mattern

Vestry cont'd from page 10

The Annual Parish Meeting 
Holy Communion’s Annual Parish Meeting will be held on 

January 23, 2022 at 9:15 a.m. in Cheney Parish Hall.
Five new vestry members will be elected at the Annual Parish Meeting to serve three-year terms. 

The vestry has nominated these five persons. Additional floor nominations can be made at the meeting. 
To check on whether a potential floor nominee meets the qualifications for vestry service, 

please contact the Reverend Sandy Webb in the parish office.
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WORSHIP TIMES
Sundays (Online): 10:30 a.m.

Sundays (In-Person): 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Church of the Holy Communion is a sacred presence in the 
center of Memphis, a welcoming church that gives glory to God 

through worship, service, and learning.

The COMMUNICATOR

December 30, 2021:
$299,985.16 

GOOD NEIGHBOR TEAM UPDATE 
Welcoming the Hawisha Family

It was an exciting, moving moment when we met our 
Sudanese family at the Memphis airport. We were 10 of Holy 
Communion’s Good Neighbor Team beginning an adventure 
of supporting and caring for these lovely people for the next 
six months. Under the sponsorship of World Relief, we 
have the privileged responsibility to help this family become 
comfortable and independent in a new country. 


