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Of the many delights of returning to church after a long 
time away, seeing new faces is among the sweetest. 
New babies, new friends, and new staff have joined the 

community at Holy Communion over the past year and a half, 
and what a joy it is to get to know them better! 

One such new face belongs to Drew Massengale, who takes up 
the mantel of Children’s Ministry at Holy Communion this month. 

EMILY AUSTIN: We are thrilled to have you at Holy
Communion as our new Minister to Children! Can you share 
a little about your own childhood?  

DREW: When I was a small child, my family moved around a
lot because my dad was a Navy Aviator. About halfway through 
my first-grade year, we got to join him down in Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba. It was just a tropical paradise that was completely 
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cut off from civilization. When I was in third grade in 
1988 or so, my family moved from Cuba up to Meridian, 
Mississippi, and that was where I was first introduced to 
the Episcopal Church – St. Paul's Episcopal. I grew up 
going to Camp Bratton-Green in Canton. I ended up 
going to college at University of Southern Mississippi 
where I majored in Theater. 

EMILY: Whenever I talk to people who pursued
performing arts in college, I'm always intrigued with 
how they planned to use their training.  

DREW:  I don't know that I had a plan necessarily. I took 
cello lessons from a young age, and when I was older, 
I worked at AMRO Music, and that’s how I was first 
introduced to Reverend Hester, who at the time was a 
local piano teacher. 

I actually come from a big musical family. My mom 
still teaches piano and cello, and my brother does all kinds 
of music. I have been singing in the choir at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral for 20 years.

EMILY: It seems like ministry and fellowship have
taken on new dimensions for lots of people since the 
pandemic. Has that been your experience? 

DREW:  Oh yeah. I definitely explored the new frontier 
of livestream prayer. I do a Facebook Live compline each 
Friday night on the St. Mary’s Facebook page, and I 
hope to continue doing it once I transition to the Holy 
Communion staff. I see the importance of making virtual 
worship and prayer as communal as possible. 

I think, specifically, with things like church, to have that 
participatory and communal experience is the next step. 
As people get more comfortable with software and being 
able to link up in real time, there will be more of a call and 
response element that may have been missing in the past.  

Emily: So, children's ministry. What led you to your 
work at the Memphis Botanic Garden? 

Drew: I come from a family of musicians, but I also come 
from a family of educators. After his Navy career, my dad 
was a safety program manager for the FAA, which means 
that he basically taught safety. 

Education and performance have been what I've been 
doing forever. When I came back to Memphis on my own 
for the first time, my mom was a music teacher at Evans 
Elementary. She helped me land a gig as an educational aid 
at Evans, and that was really my first foray into the formal 
education system. They had me doing all the tasks that 
normally scare people off – handling busywork for other 
teachers, entering grades, making copies, monitoring the 
lunchroom. But it didn't scare me off. Through different 
opportunities presenting themselves, I got on at the Botanic 
Garden as a part-time educator. They'd call me in for classes 
or festivals with anywhere from 30 to 500 people. That 
was something that I was just really acclimated to, partly 
because of my theater training. I was able to memorize the 

script and be entertaining and speak loudly. I ended up 
going full time during the summer of 2009. 

Emily: I bet it was tiring! 

Drew: I had a lot more energy back then. I wasn’t a parent
yet. My time at the Garden was an amazing experience, 
but now I’m ready for more focus, more holy intention. 

Emily: You’ll definitely find that here.  

Drew: There've been, you know, a lot of instances in my
life where there has been this feeling of a homeward push, 
and a lot of them have involved the Episcopal Church.

Emily: That reminds me of the movie Slumdog
Millionaire. Every little piece of your life is preparing 
you for where you are now. 

Drew: A Stoic philosopher, Marcus Aurelius, said that
everything that exists is the seed of that which will be. I've 
always loved the concept of a labyrinth because when you're 
going through for the first time, you can't see around that 
next bend. You don't know if it's going to fork, where it's 
going to fork, what's around the corner. The future is a 
maze, but once you've walked the path, you go, “Oh my 
gosh, all the pieces have fallen into place.”

Emily: Tell me a little bit about your family. 

Drew: They’re amazing. I met my wife Angela at AMRO
Music on the very day that I was interviewing for the 
job. We bonded over various things. She had a Homestar 
Runner sticker on her car, and I immediately knew we 
were going to be friends. Our son, Cameron, is 10, and 
he's just the best kid. Recently, he was reading a book 
about the periodic table of elements and we ended up 
punning on Homestar Runner together and cracking each 
other up. That’s him in a nutshell. When Cameron was a 
baby, he was known as “Professor Baby” at church because 
he was always very serious and studious. 

Cameron has a very old soul. Meanwhile, our daughter 
Amelia wants to speak with your manager! She can be very 
silly and she loves tickles, but she does not suffer fools. 
She is super-focused, very ambitious, and will take risks. 
She’s our rough-and-tumble princess. I could not have 
asked for two better kids. 

Angela is a librarian at the St. George Memphis 
Campus. She has found her tribe, and her tribe is librarians. 

We love spending time in the backyard together. 

Emily: As a parent who also happens to be an 
Episcopalian, one of the most impactful things I 
remember Sandy saying when I was going through 
confirmation class was that our community of faith will 
always be here to support me in my faith and in my 
parenting. There’s no one right way to do things. 

Drew: That’s the Episcopal Church. The Episcopal 
Church welcomes you. And there is no caveat. There's no 
condition. It’s as simple as welcome. 
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Get Moving this July at Holy Communion!
Baptism
+ Barrett Calvin Fike | May 28, 2021
Parents: Elizabeth and Matt Fike

RECREATION

July Wellness Classes 
HolyCommunion.org/fitness-classes

CLASS    TIME  
Zumba       
Mondays & Wednesdays   6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  
Saturdays    9:30 – 10:30 a.m.
Gentle Yoga 
Mondays and Wednesdays   4:15 to 5:15 p.m. 
Intermediate Yoga
Tuesdays & Thursdays   4:15 to 5:15 p.m.  
All Levels Yoga
Wednesdays    9:00 to 10:15 a.m. 
Fridays     9:00 to 10:15 a.m. 
Saturdays    10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Sundays     3:00 to 4:00 p.m.  
Tai Chi 
Mondays & Wednesdays   11:30 am to 12:30 pm 
Body Boost  
Mondays    6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
Body Back FIT4Mom
Saturday     8:00 to 9:00 a.m 
Personal Training with Marietta Haaga – By Appointment 

Summer Formation 
Common Prayer, Common Life: 
Renewing Fellowship Together
Sundays at 9:15 a.m., Cheney Parish Hall
Wednesdays at 12:15 p.m. on Facebook
 Our summer formation series of thematic classes offers 
opportunities to reflect on life together over the past year, to 
renew our bonds of fellowship as a parish community, and to 
look forward to the next chapter of worship and mission at 
Church of the Holy Communion.

July 4: NO FORMATION

July 11: Joy: Activities in the Athletic & Wellness Center | 
    Julie Fike & Carter Webster
July 18: Beauty | The Reverend Jonathan Chesney
July 25: Service | The Reverend Hester Mathes

Additionally, each Wednesday at 12:15 p.m., tune in to Holy 
Communion's Facebook page for an Online Musical Offering 
from Minister of Music & Liturgy David Ouzts and the Holy 
Communion Musicians.

Volunteers still needed for Children's Chapel
In-person Children's Chapel is back, but more help is needed 

throughout the summer. Youth volunteers (4th-12th grade) 
will read the reading for the day, lead the Lord's Prayer, and 
help with activities and managing the children. Youth will be 
accompanied by two adult leaders as well. If you will help us 
offer this formation ministry, please visit our online volunteer 
signup: https://tinyurl.com/ChapelHelper. 

Sunday sermons now available as podcasts!
Love the sermons you hear each Sunday? You can now listen 

to (and share!) Church of the Holy Communion's weekly 
sermons as podcasts! Find us at anchor.fm/holycommunion.

Registration 
is open for the 

2021 Book It 5K! 
Saturday, Sept. 18 @ 9 a.m. 

The 11th Annual Book It 
5K will be in-person and will 

include a 5K Run/Walk, a 1-Mile Walk and races on the track 
for children! We look forward to the excitement of race day 
festivities and seeing you all again! The 5K race will start at 
Church of the Holy Communion, wind through the shady 
course in the neighborhood, and finish up in the parking lot 
next to the track and field at Holy Communion.

For complete information and to register,  
go to bookit5k.raceroster.com. 

Photo by Cindy McMillion
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Get Moving this July at Holy Communion!
REGISTER NOW for Holy Communion 
Fall Youth Sports!
SOCCER | Registration Deadline: August 2 
Teams will practice once a week at Holy Communion and 
the practice day and time will be determined by the team's 
preference and the field schedule. 
CO-ED KICKBALL | Registration Deadline: August 20 
For a season of relaxed fun, sign up for Fall Kickball! Games 
are once a week, usually on Saturday afternoons at 
Holy Communion.

Register and Learn More:  
www.holycommunion.org/youth-sports
For questions, email juliefike@holycommunion.org.

OUTREACH 
MIFA Plus-1 Campaign

Plus-1 is a partnership between MIFA and MLGW 
that provides utility assistance for individuals and families 
in financial crisis. MLGW customers fund the program by 
adding a dollar or more to their utility bills each month. 
Church of the Holy Communion has become a partner 
organization by adding a donation to our MLGW bill each 
month. Add $1 or more to your monthly MLGW bill by 
signing up online through the MLGW website, or by calling 
MLGW's Customer Care Center at (901) 544-6549.

Refreshments needed for 
Camp Hope at Emmanuel Center
CONTACT: Sherry Murphy

All this month, Emmanuel Center will hold its 2021 summer 
program, Camp Hope. If you would like to support the camp, 
items needed include cases of water bottles; individually-
wrapped, multipacks of snacks; boxes of single-serve juices, such 
as Capri Sun or Kool Aid Jammers; and packages of popsicles 
(liquid to freeze). In addition, donations of nonperishable 

food items will continue to be needed to stock the EC Food 
Pantry throughout the summer. Please leave all donations in 
the EC designated box near the south entrance to the Vaughan 
Welcome Center. Thank you for your continued support!

Gleaning for the 
Emmanuel Center
CONTACT: Dorothy Brownyard, Janice Hall, and 
Nancy Kelso

This summer, Holy Communion is teaming up with other 
area organizations to glean excess produce from the Agricenter 
Farmers Market. Gleaning is the biblical practice of gathering 
food that would otherwise be left to rot and getting it to the 
hungry and those in need.

Each Wednesday, we gather the excess and bring it to Holy 
Communion to be processed on Thursday morning into family-
sized entrees and sides that will be flash frozen. On Sunday 
morning, there is an opportunity for prayer and final prep of the 
food so it can be delivered to the Emmanuel Center for their 
families to enjoy.

This is an exciting opportunity to provide healthy meals for 
the children and their families at the Emmanuel Center. Sign 
up at https://tinyurl.com/CHCGleaning or by contacting any 
of the team leaders. 

Constance Abbey 
Food Ministry Update
CONTACT: Barb Boucher

Every other Thursday, Church of the Holy Communion 
provides 50-60 sack lunches and 40-50 shelf-stable lunches 
to Constance Abbey. Other faith groups are signing up for 
other days of the week, but if you have any group who would 
be interested in providing lunch for any day, please contact 
Barb Boucher for open dates. Signups for Holy Communion 
Thursdays will continue.

To sign up, please go to https://tinyurl.com/
CHCBagLunches. If you have any questions or want to sign a 
group up for another day, contact Barb Boucher at bib72015@
gmail.com or 901-832-2835. 

July 6-8,  2021   9AM-3PM
Rising 6th grade - Rising college freshman

COST:  $50
CONTACT:  Carter Webster

REGISTER:  https://tinyurl.com/serve901 

SERVE 901
Join us for some summer service 

and fun in Memphis!

YOUTH
Contact Carter Webster for more details or 
questions: cwebster@holycommunion.org

Contact Carter 
to register.

Camp 
Gailor-Maxon
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Questions are easy; answers are far more challenging. 
If you have ever had nagging questions about your 

faith, you’re not alone. In 1975, The University                
       of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee developed a 
course of study to help people of faith articulate and work 
through those questions in community. Today, the Education 
for Ministry (EfM) program operates in many Episcopal 
churches throughout the United States, including Church of 
the Holy Communion. 

Minister of Communication Emily Austin sat down 
to discuss the Education for Ministry (EfM) experience 
with outgoing EfM Mentor Phebe Jean Arehart, Dawn 
Currica, Diane Spence, Linda Thompson, Mike Watson, and 
Maureen Woodruff. 

Emily Austin: For those who have never heard of EfM or 
those who have heard of it but aren’t sure what it is, can you 
describe what it is? 

Phebe Jean Arehart: EfM truly comes down to ministry. 
It’s a four-year course of study offered by the Sewanee School 
of Theology where lay people devote themselves to theological 
study. Students meet together in small groups every week for 
discussion and fellowship over readings in the curriculum.  

Martha Klee: It’s study, but it’s not study the way I had 
experienced Bible study in the past. We each had independent 
readings and prompts for reflection and thought, but when we 
came together each week for the seminars, only some of our 
time together was directly tied to what we had read.

Diane Spence: For me, EfM was a journey of expanding my 
understanding and imagining of who God is. I'm just a natural 
student. I love to learn things, and so the whole idea appealed to 
me, especially since small group fellowship and discussion was a 
big part the EfM experience.  

Mike Watson: The small group piece was important to me, 
too. Honestly, I had wanted to take part in EfM years ago, but 
now I think it worked out well that I held off because this has 
been a fantastic group. I'm glad I waited for these folks. 

Diane: Each of the people in the group have influenced me 
just as much – if not more – than the readings that we studied. 

Emily: Describe the commitment that is involved in 
participating in EfM.

Linda Thompson: One of the people who influenced my 
decision to commit to EfM was Jerry Scruggs, who has also 
completed the program. I said, “But isn't it every single Tuesday 
night?” And he said, “Yeah, there's that.” I was trepidatious 
about committing every Tuesday night for three hours for nine 
months a year for four years. I was better when I found out we 
didn't meet over Christmas, Easter, or over the summer. 

Emily: With that kind of time together, y’all definitely got 
to know each other! 

Linda: Right. For the first two and a half years before the 
pandemic, we would meet together at 6 p.m. and eat dinner 
together in the Carrick Room. Our EfM nights had a dinner 
party feel to them, but we all had to be prepared, which was 
different than your average dinner party!

The work we did through EfM became an important part 
of the arc of integrating one’s spiritual self. Each year, we were 
asked to write a “spiritual autobiography,” which is pretty 
daunting because you're going back into your own past and 
figuring out how you developed.

Phebe: It can be very difficult, but everyone's in the same 
boat, and since this is a covenant group, we all know that we are 
safe describing our spiritual journey with each other.

Maureen Woodruff: I had a friend ask me, “Why did 
you commit four years to study?” And I said, "Simply self-

Education for Ministry 
offers small, safe space to discuss big questions

( EfM continued on page 7)

Pictured left to right: Mike Watson, Linda Thompson, Martha Klee, Diane Spence, and EfM Mentor Phebe Jean Arehart.
Photo by Cindy McMillion
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EfM cont'd from page 6
enrichment." Yes, there were times the readings were 
really difficult, particularly the Old Testament with all the 
violence, but I want to keep learning because that's what 
keeps us energized. And this certainly energized me. 

Diane: We’ve talked about what to do now that we’ve 
completed EfM, and while I don’t know if any of us know 
exactly what the next step is, I personally hope that we find 
some way to keep in touch because I think we've developed 
what Parker Palmer calls a “circle of trust.” It’s so rare that you 
find that. 

Maureen: Going to St. Mary's Cathedral, I would have never 
known these wonderful people if it hadn’t have been for EfM.

Dawn Currica: For me, this has been a self-discovery of an 
expanding faith. We do talk about all of the violence and all of 
that, and yet we still believe. When we have these discussions 
in sacred trust, you discover a little of yourself in each of the 
persons who feel free to share their most vulnerable times. 
The work that you put into your spiritual autobiographies 
and reflections? You carry that with you all the time. You go 
through your week and you think about something somebody 
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Deborah & Jerry Williams

said, or you encounter something that previously would have 
been unpalatable, and because of your ability to think through 
a process in a spiritual way, you acknowledge what you saw, 
you recognize how it may have become that way, and you ask 
yourself, "What do I have in my spiritual treasury that I can 
pull out to deal with this incident"?

Emily: It sounds like you can track the thread of God 
through your life in a more intentional way and commit 
yourself more to what God is calling you to do and be.

Linda: It really echoes a lot of biblical purpose and 
story. It’s also a way of being more self-accepting when you 
acknowledge the good that may come out of a time of stress 
and trauma.

Emily: Speaking of that time of trauma and stress, what 
was it like to finish your EfM journey during COVID?

Mike: It directly impacted our weekly EfM meetings because 
we couldn't get together in person. No more meals together, 
no more in-person contact. But once we got the technological 
hurdles figured out, we hit our stride and we figured out how we 
could continue on. ( EfM continued on page 8)
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Ultimately, for all the reasons that have just been talked 
about with integrating our biographies into the whole story of 
the Church and God's people, we were able to see the pandemic 
in a historical and theological context. 

Diane: Throwing the political upheaval into the mix, we 
learned how we could persevere and adapt. It gave us more 
confidence that, if things happen again – as I know they will in 
some strange way in the future – we'll have a whole skill set to 
use whenever future trouble comes along. 

Emily: For those who want to get involved in EfM and 
start their own study, when does the semester begin?

Mike: EfM basically follows the academic year, so 
the registration will be in early August. We will send out 
information by the end of the summer. 

Emily: Do participants have to be affiliated with an 
Episcopal congregation to become an EfM student? 

Linda: All are welcomed! We have had participants from 
other denominations.

Mike: I completed an EfM mentorship workshop recently, 
and the person who led the workshop said, “Yes, EfM is 
education, and yes, it’s enrichment, but you really need to think 
of EfM as a movement.” It's a movement that the Church needs 
right now because there's been all this turmoil and people not 
able to have a conversation. 

EfM is all about bringing people together for conversation and 
with some depth, education and thought behind it. Right now is 
perhaps the most important time for a movement like EfM.  

EfM cont'd from page 7


