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Easter came in the middle of busy time for the parish, which also was actively involved in 
Bishop Phoebe Roaf ’s ordination and installation and, a few weeks later, its first 

parish-wide Spring Outing Day. 

Vestry Firm for Nave, Runs Last Mile Itself 

(Nave continued on page 7)

Photos by  Cindy McMillion

Holy Communion’s nave is a light-splashed hall of hope. For 
nearly 70 years, it has sheltered this family of faith, arching 

gently over its most 
spiritual moments.

Now, in the midst of a 
dusty construction zone, 
the Vestry, led by some 
of its youngest members, 
is taking up the banner 
to raise by June 30 the 
final amount needed to 
renovate the nave.

One of the most 
ardent is Anne-Morgan 
Morgan, a lifelong 
member who was elected 
to the Vestry in 2017. 
Between attending St. 
Mary’s Episcopal School 
and being a member of 
Holy Communion, she 
spent nearly every day of 
her growing up years on 
the corner of Walnut Grove and Perkins.

It shaped everything for her, including her values and loyalty to 
Holy Communion.

“I am happy Michael and I are able to give back to our church 
community,” Anne-Morgan said, looking around a sea of familiar 
faces in the construction progress Adult Forum in mid-May.

 “If everyone here gave an extra $500 this year and next, we 
would have what we need,” she said.

The Vestry is within $250,000 of being able to start and finish 
key renovations to the nave, a concept that seemed lofty and far-off 
less than three years ago. 

An anonymous donor will give $100,000 if parishioners raise 
$150,000 for the project, which includes replacing the roof, 
electrical and amplification systems, and the antiquated heating 
and cooling structures. The price tag also includes renovating the 
chancel, and narthex and repairing the ceiling.

Anne-Morgan’s longer narrative that morning was a celebration 
of the last three years and what they have taught the congregation 

about itself. Members, 
she said, thought about 
what the church means 
to them and dug in to 
fund the renovation. The 
combined strength of that 
commitment is on display 
now as the church opens 
its $8.1 million renovation 
of the 1950’s-era Blaisdell 
and Greenwood buildings 
and partners with St. 
Mary’s to build one of 
the most modern athletic 
centers in the city.

“Holy Communion 
knew it needed a gym for 
two decades and couldn’t 

get past the talking stage,” 
Anne-Morgan reminded 
the room. 

“Then our new priest, Sandy, led the charge,” she said. “God 
continues to provide. Sandy has led us this far, but we have a gap. 
That funding gap is an achievable distance. …. Leaving the nave 
and chancel as they are now will look, well … unfinished. 

“We must step up now to raise the extra by June 30.” 
Vestry members, particularly the younger members, were not 

willing to subtract improvements from the plan. 
“They said, ‘We can do this. We’ll raise the money,’” Sandy says 

with a smile.
“It is truly a privilege for a rector to have a leadership team 

that says we want to carry the ball down the field and get it 
over the goal line. The Vestry has essentially said, ‘We are Holy 
Communion, and we are going to do this.’”

The Vestry approved the scope of work for the nave last winter, 
and with the architect and contractor, scheduled work to begin 
in June. The congregation is expected to begin worshiping in the 
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Team Read racks up smiles, needs more coaches  

Photos by Cindy McMillion

Mackenzia Mathews, a second-grader at Downtown 
Elementary, danced off to summer vacation this year on 

top of her world.
In one year, she went from recognizing 144 sight words to 

more than 1,000. What that means for her 
reading and comprehension is the distance 
between the sun and the moon.

“When I was in first grade, I could 
barely learn my words. This changed my 
vocabulary,” she said, gesturing to the 
activity buzzing around the Team Read 
graduation late in May at Emmanuel 
Center in South Memphis.

“I’d like to tell the coaches, thank you 
for teaching me everything I know right 
now,” she said.

Emmanuel Center, funded and 
sustained by the Episcopal Diocese of West 
Tennessee and now operated by a nonprofit 
board of directors, serves the community 
that once was Foote and Cleaborn Homes, 
public housing tracts built in the 1940s and ‘50s and razed 65 
years later for modern affordable housing units. 

Emmanuel’s after-school program serves children from the 
neighborhood and surrounding schools. They are bused to the 
center after school. For many, it is a bright, happy part of the 

day because they get individual attention from adults they love.
Four days a week, about 20 second-graders work with 

coaches from Holy Communion and other churches through 
Team Read, a program designed to help them improve the 

number of words they must quickly 
recognize to be strong, fluid readers.

Charlton Lyons has led the ministry 
for Holy Communion for three years. The 
reward is the glow on his face and the easy 
rapport he has with the children.

“We serve anybody that is in second 
grade,” he says, his eyes twinkling as he sees 
the children he tutored this year.

“Each child is challenged but works at 
his own pace. Since it is not a group, no 
child feels inadequate,” he said.

“In kindergarten through second grade, 
kids learn to read. When they get to third 
grade, they begin reading to learn. That 
means second grade is critical to a child’s 
future in school and in life,” Lyons said. 

“One speaker at our Parents Night said if they are not reading at 
grade level by the end of the second grade, school for many of 
them becomes a ‘pipeline to prison.’”

Each Holy Communion coach is assigned two students 
and meets with them for half an hour or more once a 

Bill Bateman and Art Cruthirds are big-time supporters of Team Read at Emmanuel Center. They volunteered once a week in the after-school program 
to help second-graders learn to recognize key sight words. Here they are with Tyler Yancey, 8.

Mackenzia Mathews, 8, improved 
dramatically. She gives the credit to her Team 

Read coaches.
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Team Read racks up smiles, needs more coaches  

week after school.
“I was short three coaches this year, which means that six kids 

didn’t get a coach,” Lyons says.
The other coaches are Daniel 

Amsler, Art Cruthirds, Bill 
Bateman, Carol Paterson, Judy 
Horning and Pat Pate.

Holy Communion also 
provides Team Read coaches at 
Shady Grove Elementary. They 
are: Bill Falvey, Judy Phillips, 
Becca Phillips, Martha Barnes and 
Barbara Gassaway.

“The consistency is 
important,” said Cruthirds. 
“There’s really a potential for a 
close relationship.”

This year, Emmanuel set 
an achievement record in 
that 83 percent of Team Read 
participants made “great strides” in standardized reading 
tests, according to Charon Hubbard, the center’s education 
coordinator.

“We attribute that to the volunteers’ consistency and 
passion,” she said.

The statistics include a child reading at kindergarten level 
when he started last fall. This spring, he was reading at grade 

level, the expectation to succeed in school. Another went from 
reading at first-grade level to the fifth-grade level in one year.

“Our Holy Communion 
volunteers are so amazing. It takes 
a lot to take time out of your busy 
schedule and come down to be 
with a child, one on one. They 
are genuine people. They love the 
children, and the children love 
them,” Hubbard said.

Paterson, a retired 
schoolteacher, beams at the 
improvements.

“I think it’s very important 
that they realize there is someone 
else that worries about them and 
hopes they do well,” she said. 
“Many do not have anyone at 
home to help them.”

Pate is tickled with the 
possibility she sees in each child.

“They’re bright, even if they are having trouble,” she said. 
“If they do well, they are extremely proud. If they don’t do well, 
they are thankful for the extra attention.”

Emmanuel needs Team Read volunteers for its summer 
camp, from 12:30-2 p.m., June 10-July 12. If you can help once 
a week, contact Lyons, clyons3rd@hotmail.com.

Dr. Gamble played key role in choir loft

Team cont'd from page 2

Dr. Jane Gamble came to Holy 
Communion four years ago, slipping 

on and off the bench, sometimes several 
times in one service, as she and Dr. David 
Ouzts traded places at the pipe organ.

She left in early June to move from her 
home in Memphis to Little Rock, Ark., 
where she has family.

“The cake, the balloons, the flowers, the gifts, the very kind 
words and prayers – all made me feel very cared for and even 
sadder to leave Church of the Holy Communion than I was 
before,” she wrote in a note to staff.

“However, I go on my way as a very blessed person. I will 
always remember my time at CHC as a high point in my life.”

She also leaves a hole in the choir loft and among the choir, a 
tightly knit group of people that spend more than three hours a 
week working together to create music leadership for worship.

“I appreciate the professionalism she brings to her job,” said 
Dale Thompson, longtime choir member. “We have a more 
balanced choir because of her efforts.”

Linda Thompson, also a choir member, says the sense of 

balance was profound. Not only did David and Jane share organ 
and conducting responsibilities, “but when David had to be out 
of town, she covered for him at rehearsal.

"We got a taste of her musical style of teaching, her vocal 
pedagogy. The choir got the benefit of learning in a different 
way, which enhanced our knowledge of the texts, and our 
comfort with the music and its performance. Jane gave historical 
contexts for each composer and each piece we sang.”  

Gamble usually made a trip abroad each summer to give a series 
of concerts. In her travels she played many of the big organs in 
European churches and cathedrals and had a feel for their majesty.

“Because she has played organs in so many places, she has 
an appreciation for the composers' historical contexts,” Linda 
Thompson said. “She brought that gift and knowledge to our 
choir. It was an enhanced musical education for us.”

Jane’s work in the Memphis faith community is legendary. 
She’s been organist-choirmaster at Grace-St. Luke’s and St. 
Mary’s Cathedral Episcopal Cathedral. She was organist and 
music associate at Germantown United Methodist Church, 
Christ United Methodist, Highland Heights United Methodist, 
Evergreen Presbyterian and Temple Israel Synagogue.

Charlton Lyons coordinates the church’s coach volunteers at 
Emmanuel Center. He’s beloved by the children.

Dr. Jane Gamble
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June at CHC... Tell Your Story | Take a Journey | Make a Difference

ADULT 
forUm

SuNDayS at 9:15 a.m. 

June 2:  We’re cutting the ribbon on the 
upper floors of Blaisdell and Greenwood! Come 
walk through our beautiful new welcome area, 
staff offices and meeting rooms. For all ages.

June 9: Chris Peterson is the kind 
of foodie who loves to think about soil, 
seeds and sustainability! 

He will talk about the organic and 
food-to-table movement in Memphis, 
including the Bring It Food Hub that 
Holy Communion supports and his 
own work helping once-homeless 
veterans garden and produce crops for 
their own use and farmers’ markets. 

June 16-July 7
Hester and Jonathan are bringing the Apocrypha to us,  those 
rarely read books and stories that were mostly excluded from the 
Protestant Bible and include the story of Bel and the Dragon, 
Maccabees and the long-lost Psalm 151. 
We’ll read, learn and inwardly digest them together!

Youth Formation
Middle- and high-school youth 
will meet each Sunday in a casual 
format in the new youth suite 
when it opens. 

Each week, the group will 
discuss a contemporary video 
and the themes they see in it 
and their own lives. 

Children's Formation
Summer Sunday Fun Days will be a children’s “grab bag” 
this year!  We’ll begin on June 9 and end July 28. It will be a 
surprise each week!  Will there be a movie? Or games? Maybe 
some crafts or music or outreach? Come be part of the fun!

Camp Able lunch is June 12 
Every year, Holy 

Communion provides 
lunch for campers at 
St. Columba’s Camp 
Able. Barb Boucher 
has the menu planned. 
We need cooks and 
ingredients.  Sign up on 
Signupgenius.com for 
the event listed under Barb’s email: Bib72015@gmail.com 

Chris Peterson
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June at CHC... Tell Your Story | Take a Journey | Make a Difference

Recreation
Registration is beginning now for fall 

soccer and co-ed kickball! Practices start in 
mid-August. Games begin in early September.

Online registration is available at www.
holycommunion.org. For more information, go to our website 
or email juliefike@holycommunion.org.  

Exercise Schedule at Holy Communion

YOGA INT. YOGA TAI CHI ZUMBA
M, W

4:15 p.m.
T, Th

4:15 p.m.
M, W

11:30 a.m.
M 6:15 p.m.
W 6:15 p.m.
Sa 9:30 a.m.

Words3 is a group of people who like to 
write and read from their work. Group 
meets at 6 p.m., Thursday, June 20 at 

Emily Ruch’s home. Topic: My Mother’s Maiden Name

Words3 Youth 
Summer 
Fun!

Youth are going to 
AutoZone Park to see 
the Redbirds play the 
Oklahoma City Dodgers at 
2 p.m. July 14.

July 31- Aug 2. Our 
youth are joining the 
rest of the youth in the 
diocese in a rafting trip 

to the Ocoee River. Details to come.  RSVP to cwebster@
holycommunion.org

Book It 5K Returns!  
 This year’s race will start at 9 a.m. 

Saturday, September 21.
   The race benefits Emmanuel Center 

   and Books from Birth.
Sponsorship forms are available in 

the parish hall or on the church 
website under Outreach and Ministries.

               If  you have questions, contact Steve Maury at 493-4485.

Before Dawn Peppers
Wednesdays at 6 a.m., starting July 24

Get ready for the Book It 5K with this men’s running/walking 
and devotional group. For details, contact 

Robert Propst, 289-0601 or rkpropst@msn.com. 

Walter Anderson 
Pilgrimage • July 26-28

Hester is leading a tour to Ocean Springs, Miss., to 
see the Walter Anderson Museum of Art, including its 
famous Little Room, where Anderson painted “Creation 
at Sunrise,” a series of murals discovered after his death. 
They are breathtaking. Also on exhibit is “The Sound 
& the Gulf”, a 35-year retrospective of work students 
at the Memphis College of Art created at Horn Island, 
Anderson’s special place of retreat. 

All ages are welcome on the tour. Call Hester to sign up.
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Family Outing Day Offered Gig for Every Type

Kevin Sharp, the director of the Dixon Gallery and Gardens, led the insider’s tour of the gallery art and the new 
Lizzy and Tommy Farnsworth Education Building for the congregation.

Photos by Cindy McMillion

A mystical thing happens when people who usually meet in 
a formal setting find each other on the golf course on a 

misty morning or standing side by side at a table mounded with 
steaming crawfish while rain pours 
down outside.

What bubbles up and rings out is 
the joy of a shared experience, of new 
connections and common ground. 

Spring Outing Day on May 11 
lives on in the good times the people 
of Holy Communion had on a rainy 
spring Saturday and a deeper sense of 
community in the pews.

 “It was just so comfortable,” said 
Katherine Simmons. “And just seeing  
everybody in their play clothes, that 
normalizes everything. We were all right there together, doing 
the same thing, and watching our kids jump in the puddles 
and play in the rain with their church friends was just heart-
warming.”

Katherine, a Louisiana State University graduate, met 
Rowena DeSouza and Raul Cardenas,  who spent time in a 
medical residency there, and soon was “talking Louisiana with 
them,” she said.

“And I have to say I loved teaching Debbie Schadt how to 
peel a crawfish. That was probably the highlight for me because 

she was my Sunday school teacher growing up, for years and 
years. I learned so much form her about life and faith, and it was 
great to be able to teach her.”

Mary Call Ford watched the clouds 
darken from the Dixon Galley and 
Gardens, where she and husband Mott 
and 50 or 60 others were getting the 
insiders’ tour of the art museum, led by 
director Kevin Sharp.

“It was a perfect Saturday. The rain even 
added to the warmth of it all,” she said.

“Kevin’s explanation of the current 
exhibit and the new Farnsworth building 
was so great. It reminds us what a gem 
the Dixon is and that we need to take 
time to go. It was such a meaningful way 

to spend time together as well as with others,” said Mary Call.
Barton Lynch rounded up a foursome for golf at the Links of 

Galloway and left feeling better connected to many more.
“All of a sudden, you see people and realize they have an 

interest like you. It gives you a new avenue to visit with them 
at church. It’s great to see your fellow parishioners in a different 
context and casual setting. All of a sudden, you realize you have 
other things in common.”

Nick Goetze organized the day, digging into his own notion 
of what it means to be a family, and then raising the money to 

“All of a sudden, 
you realize you have 

other things 
in common.”

            –Barton Lynch
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Fun Day cont'd from page 6

parish hall in mid-June.
“We are prepared to worship in the 

parish hall through the end of January,” 
Sandy said.

For now, the work in the nave 
does not include replacing the pews, 
renovating the sacristy and enhancing 
the pipe organ. Together those 
projects are estimated at an additional 
$500,000.

By early September, most of the 
upper floor of Cheney will be new choir 
suite, with instrument storage space, 
two large rehearsal rooms, a music library, separate men’s and 
women’s vesting rooms and restrooms, plus office space for two 
assistant music ministers.

The kitchen will also be renovated this summer, part of the 
original $8.1 million capital campaign.

Bishop Phoebe Roaf will dedicate all the new spaces on 
September 8, the culmination of the largest construction project 
in the diocese.

For the Vestry, an overwhelmingly good sign is that the 
church has received more than half the pledges for the three-year 
capital campaign.

“As of the end of April, we have 
received $5.9 million in cash. These 
are pledges in hand. It has allowed us 
to pay for everything we have done to 
date in cash,” Sandy said to applause in 
the meeting.

Daniel Amsler, who served on the 
nave renovation committee, loves the 
plan that emerged through several 
years of drafts and new drafts. 

“I think what we arrived at is a 
wonderful and beautiful plan. When you 
consider how long it has taken …  we 

don’t want to start over,” he said.
If the work were to be delayed, he suggests another Vestry 

could see things differently and want to start over.
“I love this place,” Daniel said, looking around the space that 

is Holy Communion. “It brought me back to the church, and I 
sincerely hope we can finalize the plans and complete the nave also.

“Judy and I have found a way to give more. So many have 
given so much, it is not a little that we need to finish, but it is 
not a lot. I believe by the spirit of God we want to do this. I 
believe by the grace of God, we can.”

make it happen.
 “I just wanted the Holy Communion family 

to have a day of fun,” he said, “so people can see 
what they share. We choose to come to Holy 
Communion, we choose to be a church family. I 
wanted us to celebrate that.”

In the fall, Goetze is planning to reprise the 
cocktail party evenings in parishioner homes. He 
was the driving force behind them starting last year.

Tom Cowens, one of the first people on the 
golf course that morning, says the congregation 
benefited from Goetze’s determination to launch a 
no-obligation fun day, with all the costs covered.

“For as long as I’ve known Nick, he’s always been 
about strengthening the feeling of community at 
church,” Cowens said. 

“Events like this go a long way in doing that. At church, 
you’re there for a little while, usually with your family. When 
you’re on the golf course, you’re spending quite a bit of time 
with a few people with whom you maybe don’t usually spend 
time. You learn about them. 

“The crawfish boil was like the shrimp dinner and other events 
we have. The more you do these things, the better your sense of 
community is. We’re a better church for that,” Cowens said.

“This was our first time,” Cowens said. “I hope there is a 
second event and other people contribute money to make it 

happen. A lot of times, when things happen for 
the second and third time, more people come.”

For new members, the day was a magical 
mix of the church’s can-do spirit and people.

“We were just so impressed with the event 
and the fact that it was planned by parishioners,” 
said Jane Schmitt, a new member from the 
recently closed St. Elisabeth’s in Bartlett. “It gave 
us an opportunity to rub shoulders with people,” 
she said.

“Holy 
Communion 
is so friendly. 

People are willing 
to come up and 

introduce themselves,” she said.
For her and other members 

of St. Elisabeth’s, the gratitude 
of being embraced by a new 
church feels like a ministry itself.

“I have found it very 
engaging to have people walk up 
to me and start a conversation,” 
said Eleanor Jordan, a new 
member. “Last week, Bill 
Vaughan. It’s just very nice.”

Nave cont'd from page 1

SPRING 
OUTING DAY
Host Committee 

Members
Jacob and Joan Biddle
Alex and Lyndal Canale
Rad and Heather Donato
Michael and Alexis Faber
Nick and Amanda Goetze
Matt and Ann Prince
Philip and Anna Rojas
McNeill and Liz Wells
Jason and Christy Yarbro

The event for children was at 
High Point Rock Climbing.

Our faith is chronicled in the Book of Common Prayer 
and the Bible.



Clergy
The Reverend Sandy Webb, Rector

The Reverend Hester Mathes, Senior Associate Rector
The Reverend Jonathan Chesney, Associate Rector

The Reverend Dr. Randy McCloy, Deacon

Vestry
Mike Murphy, Sr. Warden + Marlene Shaw, Jr. Warden
Jack Straton, Treasurer + Richard Williamson, Clerk

Ellie Bakelaar, Debbie Campbell, Tricia Dewey, Mike Driscoll, 
Dale Jones, Tracy Killen, Steve Maury, Tim McCormack, 

Evelyn McGahey, Anne-Morgan Morgan, Anna Rojas, 
and Cava Sittnick 

Lay Staff
Teresa Boone                  Director of Administration
Laura Clausen                        Financial Assistant
Elizabeth Coldiron                                            Minister of Hospitality
Mary Beth Darrow                                     Director of Operations
Martha Earnest                                                         Facilities Staff
Julie Fike                                  Director of Recreation & Wellness
Dr. Jane Gamble                            Assistant Minister of Music 
Alice Hollis                                                    Minister to Children
Dr. Ellen Koziel                            Assistant Minister of Music 
Beth Mitchell                          Assistant Minister of Communication
Ann Moorehead                                                       Facilities Staff
Dr. David Ouzts                             Minister of Music and Liturgy
Kenyetta Powell                                 Receptionist
Jane Roberts                           Minister of Communication
Jim Sawicki                                                                         Sexton
Jamie Shaw                                                                         Sexton
Carter Webster                                                       Minister to Youth 

Place label here.

The Communicator

The Communicator, (USPS.) #015-799, is published Monthly by CHURCH OF 
THE HOLY COMMUNION, 4645 Walnut Grove, Memphis, TN 38117-2597. 
PERIODICAL POSTAGE paid at Memphis, TN. POSTMASTER: Send address change 
to Church of the Holy Communion, 4645 Walnut Grove Rd., Memphis, TN 38117-2597.

Church of the Holy Communion  |  4645 Walnut Grove Road  |  Memphis, TN 38117  |  (901) 767-6987  |  www.holycommunion.org

Church of the Holy Communion, an Episcopal Church 
in the center of Memphis, seeks to be a sacred presence, 

grounded in the servant ministry of Jesus, offering 
spiritual growth opportunities for all.

WORSHIP TIMES
Sundays: 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 5:30 p.m.

Wednesdays: 12:15 p.m.
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In memory of Mary Hyde McMullen
Delta Asset Management

Bob & Edith Heller
Carolyn G. & Joe H. Singletary

Leigh Fraser
Phyllis & Jay Leoncavallo

Chuck Barnes

In memory of Paul Ferguson
Madge Saba

In memory of Marily Hughes
Allison & Tom Garrott

Brandon & Joe Morrison
Sarah Thornton

Cliff & Gaye Wallstein
Carol & Richard Walker

Barbara McCaull

In memory of Lewis Thompson
Dorothy Brownyard

In memory of Molitor Ford
Dorothy Brownyard

Judy & Morgan Brookfield

In celebration of Gay Boyd’s reaffirmation
Jan Bell

In memory of Edythe Brown
Mary Lou Brown

In memory of Debra Hoehn Walters
Ann & Walker Uhlhorn

Jeanne Crawford
Marti & Russell Kruchten

In memory of Jack Reed
Ann & Walker Uhlhorn

All Saints' Guild


