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Pilgrims Feel the Love; Grateful for Parish Help 

Photo by Cindy McMillion
Pilgrims going to Ireland in early June are, from left:  Jack Zanone, Miriam Gardner, Carrigan Sulcer, Neeley Mathes, Brandon Quach, Emma Gammill, 
Libby Prince, John Monaghan, Christopher Yarbro, Avery Walker and Daniel Russell. Missing from the photo are Amelia Dowling and Avery Holdeman.   

It’s true the gospel isn’t full of stories about fundraisers, but it 
certainly includes many examples of the community of God 

living in love.
It was easy to see the symbolism of community in the silent 

auction and dinner for the youth pilgrimage.
The parish hall was transformed into a sophisticated 

marketplace with soft lighting, live Irish music, tables of corned 
beef sliders, shepherd’s pie and platters of fancy cupcakes. 

There were fresh centerpieces, buoyant balloons and pilgrims 
in leprechaun hats.

Every detail, plus the dozens and dozens of auction 
items (208 total), represented the real ways members of the 
congregation, including the pilgrims, took stock of what they 
could give, wrapped it up and carried it to church.

The week before the auction, the boxes were piled up against 
walls in offices at Moss Hall, which was beginning to look like 
the staging for a neighborhood rummage sale. Somehow, all 
those coffee mugs, ceramic pieces, art canvases, games, videos, 
vases and plates – from attics, garages and storage closets – were 
transformed into something holy – buckets in a brigade that 
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Enthusiasm Building for Nave Redesign
This is Fleming Architects’ vision of the redesigned Nave, including the flattened ceiling expanded and tiled chancel floor.

People are overall so impressed with the new Nave design 
that, by Easter, the Vestry expects to have finalized the 

budget and defined the scope of work. 
What specific changes are made to the acoustics, flooring and 

altar configuration now depend on the fundraising. Parishioners 
received a packet about the project in the mail in early March.

“We’ve gotten $1.4 million in new dollars since we started 
talking again about the Nave last fall,” Sandy said. “We need 
another $1.2 million.”

People who made a one-time gift or have completed their 
capital campaign giving are being asked to consider another gift. 
People still paying on their capital campaign pledge are asked to 
consider giving at the same level for another year or two.

The Vestry is optimistic for several reasons. The first is 
that the congregation blew fundraising estimates away in the 
2016 capital campaign. The second is that the Vestry gains 
significant efficiencies if work can be coordinated with our other 
construction projects. 

“Initially we were told the most we could raise was $5 
million,” Sandy said. “The first campaign came in at a little 
less than $8 million. Since then, we’ve had this groundswell of 
support for the Nave. People are saying ‘We want to do this. 
We want to finish the job.’

“We now are at $9.5 million, which is nearly double what 
we were told was our maximum.”

In the meantime, architects at Fleming are revising details of 
the latest Nave design, including considering flooring materials 
and studying ways to lengthen the communion rail so the 
church can accommodate more people at Holy Eucharist.

The changes are based on parishioner comments this winter.
“A lot of the things in the design are very good,” said 

Barbara Wilson, who has questions about the flooring, and the 
size and placement of the communion rail.

The feedback is helpful, Sandy says, noting that the designs 
for Blaisdell, Greenwood and Cheney “got better” with 
parishioner input.

“For instance, some of the early feedback on the images of 
the Blasdell lobby was that it seemed cold. That influenced our 
choice of materials and furnishings for the area.”

As a choir member, Cindy Law is thrilled with the major 
components of the design, including the clean, classic look of 
the tiled floor and aisle.

“When I saw the design, I was immediately impressed with 
it. The design lends itself to some of the great cathedrals. It’s 
clean-looking and classic. And without the carpet down the 
aisle, we might get a little reverberation,” she said. “It will help 
us achieve some beautiful sound.

“I love the openness and light,"she said.
Kristi Schaeffer is delighted to see holy Communion grow 

and develop “into such a beautiful place.
“The new Nave will be a beautiful and exciting addition to 

our special church.”
Holy Communion’s success has already generated national 

attention. Sandy spoke about it at the Consortium of 
Endowed Episcopal Parishes’ annual conference in February.

“Living in a theology of abundance is the discipline of 
seeing things from the perspective of what we have and what 
we can do rather than what we don’t have and wish we could 
do. When you operate out of abundance, resources and 
blessings multiply,” he said.

 “The key is trust. You build trust by saying you are going 
to do something and then doing it.”

Submitted by Fleming Architects
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“...the room was 
unusually quiet 
when they were 
making cards.” 

– Alice Hollis
Minister to Children

Kids Add Love to Meals on Wheels Lunch
One card is shaped like a 

hamburger, another a 
well-glittered wedge of pizza 
and half a dozen others have 
shamrocks and rainbows. They 
all will brighten the days of 
the grandmothers, people with 
disabilities and the otherwise 
isolated on the church’s Meals 
on Wheels route in March.

Members who volunteer 
to drive the routes will deliver 
the cards through spring, 
part of an outreach project by 
members of the Education for 
Ministry class that meets each 
week at Holy Communion.

“What we wanted to do 
was brighten up the trays and 
let the recipients know people 
in a different part of town are 
thinking of them,” said Linda 
Thompson, a second-year 
member of the four-year class. 
“Before the project is over, we 
will bring some of the people on 
the route to church so they can 
meet the children who have been 
making them cards.”

Several of the class 
participants are church members, including Thompson, 
Diane Spence, Blair Evans, Mike Watson, Martha Klee 
and mentor Jean Arehart. At its most basic, EfM, created at 
Sewanee, is a way to broaden how laypeople understand the 
Bible and live their lives as outward signs of how they see 
God acting in the world.

The EfM class that meets at Holy Communion is led by 
Jeannie Johnson, wife of Bishop Don Johnson.

“EfM gives mentors a lot of running room when it 
comes to designing a seminar session each week. So, the 
idea of a group project was mine alone,” she said.

“The assignment was to bring together both the inner and 
outer spirituality work, and look at our beliefs and behavior 
in a unique way, based on our yearlong theme of living 
faithfully in a multicultural world,” Johnson said.

EfM members will be visiting the children’s Sunday 
School classes several times this spring to tell the children 
stories about delivering Meals on Wheels and guide them in 
making the cards.

“I was so pleased to see how deeply involved our children 
became in this small project. After we introduced the EfM 
members who explained the project, the children asked many 

questions about the 
people Meals on 
Wheels serves. Who 
were they? Where 
do they live? What 
kind of food do they 
get? The room was 
unusually quiet when 
they were making 
cards because the 
kids were so focused.

“The words they 
chose, the drawings 
they did were 
outstanding. And their 
comments while they 
were working show 
a depth of empathy 
and desire to help that 
would surprise many 
of us.” 

Helping the children see ways to give was important to 
EfM class member Louella Benton, a member of Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church.

“All the participants in our group do volunteer work to 
enhance the lives of others. To be a small part of a group that 
is working to brighten someone's day is a heart-warming 
pleasure,” she said.

“I am looking forward to meeting some of the recipients 
of our project,” Benton said.

In early May, EfM class members will bring people from 
the church’s Meals on Wheels route to church so they can 
meet the children who have been making them cards.

“We also want them to meet our members after church,” 
Thompson said. “We hope that by meeting the people who 
receive our care through the MIFA program, more people at 
Holy Communion will know the church has a route and will 
sign up to deliver.

“Dale and I do it. It’s a simple, fun way to serve people in 
our city whose lives do not intersect with our own. A lot of 
people would enjoy it. And we need more volunteers.”

Louella Benton, Jane 
Roberts and Linda 
Thompson oversaw 
the card creation in 
late February. Below, 
Gwendolyn Seay, who 
lives on the Meals on 
Wheels route, loved her 
St. Patrick’s Day card.

Photo by Cindy McMillion
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LENT at CHC... Tell Your Story | Take a Journey | Make a Difference

SuNdAyS At 9:15 A.M. 

AduLt FoRuM 
March & April
March 3 
Fire and Brimstone  Meet Gina 
Sweat, director the Memphis Fire 
Department. She started in Station No. 
1 and worked her way up the ladder. 
She is the first woman to lead the city's 
fire department and one of a handful of 
female fire chiefs in the nation.

March 10, 17 & 24  
Paul and the New Creation  
Dr. Mitzi Minor, Mary Magdalene 
Professor of New Testament at 
Memphis Theological Seminary and 
one of Holy Communion's favorite 
lecturers, discusses St. Paul's Letter 
to the Romans as a backdrop for 
understanding his view of the gospel.

March 31 & April 7  
Encouragement in Christ  In 
Holy Communion's season of 

construction, Sandy Webb explores 
St. Paul's Letter to the Philippians – 
his love note to a congregation that 
is working hard and doing big things 
for God.

April 14 
The Holiest of Weeks  Jonathan 
Chesney introduces the biblical 
stories, liturgical practices and 
devotional prayer that define Holy 
Week and winsomely persuades why 
this week of high holy days is the 
keystone for the whole church year and 
the life together as the Body of Christ.

April 28 
Tour de Force  For 18 years, Bishop 
Don Johnson and his wife, Jeannie, have 
led by example in the Episcopal Diocese 
of West Tennessee. Now, let’s hear the 
stories from their point of view. 

CHoRAL 
EvENSoNG 

for Lent 
with the Holy Eucharist

5:30 p.m. Sunday, March 10 
Sung by the Motet Choir

HyMNS 
“O gracious Light, 
Lord Jesus Christ” 

(Tallis Canon) 

“Eternal Lord of love, 
behold your Church” and 

“The day thou gavest”
Magnificat and Nunc dimittis 

(Short Service) 
by Orlando Gibbons

Psalm 91 Anglican Chant 
by John Goss

Anthem O vos omnes 
(“O my people”) 

by Portuguese Baroque composer 
Carlos Correa (1680-1747)
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LENT at CHC... Tell Your Story | Take a Journey | Make a Difference

Bishop Consecration 
This will be a big day!

Bishop-elect Phoebe Roaf 
will be consecrated for her 
work in the Episcopal Diocese 
of West Tennessee in a worship 
service led by Presiding Bishop 
Michael Curry at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, May 4,  at Hope 
Church, 8500 Walnut Grove 
Road. The Reverend Sandy 
Webb is chairing the committee planning the service 
and Dr. David Ouzts is on the team coordinating the 
service music. Bishops from across the United States 
will be attending. All are invited!
 

Recreation
We have church league teams for children, 
kindergarten through age 13, in baseball, 
softball, and T-ball. You may register at 
the church or download a form from the 
church’s website.

Exercise Schedule at Holy Communion

YOGA INT. YOGA TAI CHI ZUMBA
M, W

4:15 p.m.
T, Th

4:15 p.m.
M, W

11:30 a.m.
M 6:15 p.m.
W 6:30 p.m.
Sa 9:30 a.m.

Lenten 
Service 
Opportunity
Join the Holy Servers 

at Calvary Waffle Shop 
For decades, Holy Communion has had a team of servers at 
Calvary's famous Lenten Waffle Shop, serving fish pudding 

and soaking up the vibe. We need lots of volunteers for 
this season's fun. Holy Communion will serve on Fridays, 
March 8 through April 12. Shifts run from 10:30 a.m. to 

1:30 p.m. All servers get a free meal at the end of the shift.
Calvary's free shuttle from St. Mary's Cathedral 

runs every 15 minutes. 

You may serve one Friday or every week. Call Kenyetta at 
the church office to sign up, 767-6987.

Kanuga Youth WeeK
June 16-21

This big week at Camp Kanuga in North Carolina is open 
to youth in grades 6-12. Join youth from across the nation in 
a week of fun, small-group discussions, friendship and prayer. 

Let’s send a big group from Memphis!
Carter Webster is going. See her for more details. 

https://www.kanuga.org/our-programs/youth-
conferences/youth-week/

Mindfulness is all about being present where we are. 
Holy Communion’s Sunday evening service focuses on 
being centered and grounded in the spirit in quiet and 
contemplation.



Christmas cards.
 “I have 

dedicated music 
to a lot of people, 
choirs, handbell 
choirs. They often 
send me a Sunday 
bulletin with a note 
saying, ‘We did one 
of your pieces on 
Sunday.’ It’s always 
flattering,” Powell 
said.

“And I get to 
hear from people I 
care about.”

Dr. Stephen 
Leist, director of 
music ministry at St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal 

Church in Norfolk, Va., says it’s 
exhilarating to be a dedicatee of a 
composition giant like Powell.

 “There is a piece dedicated to 
me in that same collection. It was 
totally unexpected.  One of the 
things I noticed, particularly in this 
last collection, is that the piece he 
chose for each person says something 
about them or the organ they play or 
the kind of music they do.”

The Ouzts Aria, for instance, 
came to be after Ouzts called Powell to say he was looking for 
a specific aria.

“David said he wanted a tune with a beginning, 
a contrasting middle and then returning again to the 
beginning,” Powell said.

Powell tinkered with the manuscript and sent it off to 
MorningStar Publishing with David Ouzts’ name inscribed 
at the top.

“Usually, when a piece of music is dedicated, it’s because 
a third party made a commission, said Dr. Bill Roberts, 
professor of church music at Virginia Theological Seminary.

“When a composer does that on his own, it’s just a great 
honor,” Roberts said, adding that in this case, it is made 
greater because Powell is so widely known.

“He is a distinguished senior member of our 
profession. He’s most famous for the Gloria and Sanctus 
in our Episcopal hymnal. Those two pieces are so familiar 
to most Episcopal congregations, they don’t even have to 
open the book.”
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Dr. David Ouzts met Robert J. Powell when he was an undergraduate at Furman University. 
The two have been friends for more than three decades.

Photo by Cindy McMillion

One of the 
biggest thrills 

of Dr. David Ouzts’ 
church music career 
came in the mail 
this winter.

A collection 
of sheet music, 
tucked in a manila 
envelope from 
MorningStar Music 
Publishers, arrived 
at the church 
office in January. 
Inside was an aria 
dedicated to Dr. 
Ouzts from his 
longtime mentor, 
the prolific church 
music composer, 
Robert J. Powell.

“I was speechless,” Ouzts said. 
Powell, 86, whose work is in The Hymnal 1982, is a 

legend in sacred music circles. In his 60 years of directing 
and composing sacred music, he has written more than 
500 compositions for organ, choir and handbells alone. 
He served as assistant organist of the Cathedral of St. John 
the Divine in New York but spent more than three decades 
at the 4,000-member Christ Church in Greenville, S.C., a 
few miles from Furman University where Ouzts earned his 
undergraduate degree in organ performance.  

“My wife and I went to one of David’s recitals at 
Furman,” Powell said. “He talked to us because he talked to 
everyone. And then, we kept seeing him at organist meetings, 
at recitals,” he said. “He’s been a great friend to us ever since.”

In a February post in his NOTES blog, Ouzts described 
the debt he owes Powell for decades of mentoring.

“Bob is one of the supreme gentlemen church musicians I 
have known in my life,” Ouzts said. 

The two stay in touch and have lunch when Ouzts is at 
his family’s home in South Carolina.

“For decades, Bob, his wife, Nancy, and I would look for 
each other on ‘box-lunch day’ at Association of Anglican 
Musician conferences each June and catch up. We’ve shared 
box lunches in Harvard Memorial Yard, on the Yale Old 
Campus, at a private Episcopal school in Baltimore, the 
Cathedral of St. John in the Wilderness in Denver, and 
numerous other places,” Ouzts said.

Powell, who writes music (and swims) every day, 
dedicates 20-25 of the roughly 30 pieces he composes a year 
as a way of keeping in touch, the way some people send 

Famous Composer dedicates Aria to ouzts

Robert J. Powell



an army of adult volunteers. The kids were great. They were 
willing to do anything I asked, and the energy in the kitchen 
was something else!”

Carter Webster, minister to youth, joined the church staff last 
summer and nearly immediately was immersed in planning the 

pilgrimage and auction.
 “It brought me 

closer to the kids, for 
sure,” she said, “but it 
also gave me a chance 
to get to know their 
parents and have time 
to work with them 
in a way I wouldn’t 
have otherwise had. 
I’m grateful for their 
support for me and the 
program their kids are 
involved in.”

To add to the pressure, rain and 
tornado watches hours before the doors 
opened threatened attendance.

“I couldn’t have done that day without 
the parents who showed up,” Carter said. 
“They were patient, kind and supporting. 
It was refreshing and fun when the kids 
started showing up and going to work.

“Part of the beauty of the auction is 
that, that night, they realize they get to 
go on this big trip because the church 
supports them. That’s why I think it’s so 

special they are there, seeing the people and working on their 
assignments for the night,” she said.

Most of the youth have now accumulated 100 service hours 
toward the 125 they must have before they leave in June.

In April and May, Carter has scheduled experts on Irish 
history and culture to talk to the youth, part of the year of 
preparation for the eight-day trip.

“I am convinced that the night would not have been so 
successful without Carter’s leadership,” Gammill said. “She 
has a can-do attitude and cheerful disposition. She’s held 
the children accountable since January when they started 
meeting to prepare for the auction. She also held them 
accountable for getting auction items and provided the 
organizational skills to pull all this together.

“Kudos to Carter. This gives me confidence, as a mother 
of a pilgrim, of the leadership she will provide in Ireland.”

Members of the auction committee were: Beverly Russell, 
Kay Gammill, Catherine Walker, Marie Dowling, Cliff 
Sulcer, Christy Yarbro and Ann Prince. Larkin Bryant, Jim 
Turpin and Jeannie Russell provided music.
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Auction cont'd from page 1

Each pilgrim was 
responsible for 
soliciting eight 
auction items, plus 
a service they could 
offer for sale. There 
were a total of 208 
items in the auction. 

Photo by 
Cindy McMillion

will pay for steps on the pilgrims’ journey.
The auction produced  $16,500 for the trip. 
“I have to be honest. It really meant a lot, not just to me, 

but all the pilgrims,” said John Monaghan, 15.
Besides soliciting eight auction items and coming up with 

a service they could each 
offer for auction, each 
pilgrim had an assignment 
during the event and 
either set up or cleaned up 
afterward.

John worked at the 
check-out station, which 
means he saw what people 
bought and how much 
they paid to help 13 high 
school students have the 
trip of a lifetime.

“It was pretty heart-
warming,” he said. “They 
were spending money that was funding 
us, not themselves."

Parent volunteers Beverly Russell, Kay 
Gammill and Catherine Walker spent 
hours cataloging the items in the weeks 
before.

“Some items were solicited. But 
lots of people just packed stuff up and 
brought it over,” said Beverly Russell. 
“Of course, we had beautiful big-ticket 
items that are always important, but the 
bulk of the items in the auction, the items that added depth 
and meant we had things everyone could bid on, were from 
people who just decided to contribute on their own.

“I left the auction feeling grateful for all the love and 
support our youth received. Some people bought tickets 
to the event, others donated auction items, some made 
monetary donations, while others attended the auction and 
bid on items. So many people contributed in different ways!”

Kay Gammill was touched by the support and espirt de 
corps the auction also created for the parents.

“We were all there on Saturday, organizing, decorating 
and working to beat the deadline at 6 p.m. There was a real 
camaraderie among us. And it was the same during the event. 
I thought the attendance was outstanding.”

Marie Dowling came up with the menu and oversaw food 
preparation.

“The pilgrims provided all the elbow grease to get the 
food prepared, plated and served. We worked over about 
six weeks to prepare what we could ahead of time and then 
assembled it the night of the dinner. Usually I am marshaling 

“It really meant 
a lot, not just to 
me, but to all the 

pilgrims.” 
– John Monaghan

Pilgrim, age 15

Famous Composer dedicates Aria to ouzts
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Church of the Holy Communion, an Episcopal Church 
in the center of Memphis, seeks to be a sacred presence, 

grounded in the servant ministry of Jesus, offering 
spiritual growth opportunities for all.

WORSHIP TIMES
Sundays: 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 5:30 p.m.

Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:10 a.m.,  
Wednesday 12:15 p.m.

Memorials & Honoraria

Received January 16, 2019 – February 15, 2019

In memory of Harold Crawford

Wayne Ferguson

In memory of Harriette Beeson

Wayne Ferguson

In memory of Lester Gingold

Dr. & Mrs. Joe Samaha

In memory of Diane O’Cain

Margaret Eldridge
Elizabeth & Kyle Smith

Brian Donato
J. Paul & Meredith McDonald
Dr. & Mrs. Duncan McInnis

Mike & Sherry Murphy
Wayne Ferguson

Joelle Rogin


