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Walking into Church of the Holy Communion at 5:30 
on a Sunday evening feels like walking into a space set 
apart. Instead of the usual jovial atmosphere of Sunday 

morning, with hellos, hugs, and sunlight streaming in through the 
windows, you will find a reverent, peaceful, almost retreat-like space 
awaiting you. The Sunday night service, which used to alternate 
weekly programming between a Taizé and Celtic worship style, was 
implemented in 2001 (and 2002) to bring a contemplative form 
of worship to Holy Communion’s schedule. Over the last 18 years, 
clergy and lay people have poured their time and energy into this 
special service, making it a place where people who do (and do not) 
identify as Episcopalians feel welcome and safe within our walls. 

However, having a Sunday night service that followed two very 
different formats was a challenge for both clergy and newcomers 
alike. As the Reverend Hester Mathes explained, “It was hard to get 
consistency and flow from week to week with those kind of changes 
in the liturgy.” However, with such a rich history, Hester knew that 
she needed to be intentional about working to improve the service. 

Any changes that were going to be made had to be meaningful to 
those who worked hard over the years to create such an intimate 
and inviting worship service. When Hester started a series of 
listening sessions to determine what was essential and what could be 
made better, she asked a very important question: “Where do you 
see God moving in this service?” During these listening sessions, 
Hester discovered that, “the music (both Celtic and Taizé), the 
periods of silence, the contemplative feel of the space (the candles, 
lighting, etc.), and the fact that the service lifts up lay leadership, 
were all crucial elements. People kept saying over and over, “I can’t 
think of another time in my week where I get five minutes of 
silence to myself.” 

In the end, the key adjustments that were made over the last year 
focused on creating a more streamlined liturgy that incorporated the 
most important and successful parts of the Taizé and Celtic services, 
while at the same time offering a more consistent Sunday night ritual 
and flow. Along with greater liturgical consistency from week to 
week, the music now has a new character to it as well; the offerings 

(Audacious continued on page 11)

An Audacious Spirit of Abundance
By the Reverend Sandy Webb

[ Reprinted from an essay in Vital Practices, the flagship publication of  the Episcopal Church Foundation ]

(5:30 continued on page 11)

A spirit of scarcity can tear a parish down. A 
spirit of abundance can build one up.

In 2013, Church of the Holy Communion 
had lost a third of its attendance over a ten-year 
period and pledge giving had fallen more than fifteen 
percent in five years. The often-told story of church 
decline seemed to be writing itself again in Memphis, 
Tennessee.

In that difficult time, we looked to the Old 
Testament wilderness narrative for inspiration. We 
studied the Israelites’ wilderness journey and especially 
its ending. In Joshua, when it was time to enter the 
Promised Land, God did not part the waters of the 
Jordan River until the leaders of the community stepped 
out into the river. The Israelites needed the courage to do 

their part before God did his part. We felt led to do the 
same.

Our first step into the Jordan was establishing the 
Audacity Fund – roughly $7,500 drawn from our cash 
reserves that we made available to support special projects. 
When someone came up with a new idea that could push 
the church forward, the Audacity Fund would provide 
the money. There were two rules: The fund would not 
provide for anything that we had ever done before, and 
every Audacity Fund project had to be as big and bold as 
we could manage.

Our first Audacity Fund project was a community 
concert. Memphis is a music town, and Holy 
Communion has a large front lawn on a major 
thoroughfare. We rented a tent, made a sign and put up 

Evening Service honors tradition, 
Embraces New Elements

  Sloan River Project        
  Concert |  June 2014

Photo by Sandy Webb



2 |  holycommunion.org

Mike Murphy
Senior Warden

I am so especially grateful to be at 
Holy Communion right now.  We 
have so much to be grateful for.  We 
should have an attitude of gratitude 
– gratitude for what God has given 
us and what we have accomplished 
so far.  And, gratitude for the spirit 
within our church that points to a 
bright future. We have new wonderful 
facilities, we have great clergy and a 
professional staff to support them, a 
strong and beneficial partnership with 
St. Mary’s Episcopal School, and I see 
new faces in church every Sunday.  I 
believe we are headed in the right 
direction and have the momentum 
and determination to support our 
goals.  But that requires each of us to 
thoughtfully consider our financial 
contribution to our joint ministry.  

Now is our opportunity with these 
newly completed facilities, and those 
which will be completed soon, to 
expand our ministry to reach others.  
To bring others to Christ.  To spread 
the special message of this place.  
Sherry and I will increase our pledge 
for 2020.  Share with us in supporting 
our church’s mission. Remember, “for 
where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also.”  

I am so fortunate to call Church of 
the Holy Communion my home. Holy 
Communion is not only my home because 
of the days I have spent in church, in 
chapel, or on campus over the last thirty 
years, but for two other reasons as well. 

First, as a child, this parish confirmed 
the values and morals that my parents 
instilled in me. Today, Michael and 
I are committed to instilling those 
same morals in our daughters, and we 
are thankful for the people at Holy 
Communion who help mold our 
youngest generation. 

Second, throughout my life, 
Holy Communion has provided the 
opportunities for me to grow: Through 
children’s choir, sports teams, acolyting, 
youth programs, Sunday school classes 
and weekly worship, my self-confidence 
increased and my self-esteem soared. My 
church life allowed me to follow God and 
kept me off of life’s more challenging paths. 

As I have established myself in my 
career, I feel a stronger obligation to be a 
financial steward of the place I call home. 
I feel gratitude to God, and I see church 
giving as part of my spiritual relationship 
with God. God has blessed me and in 
turn I feel as though he asks for and 
deserves an appropriate percentage of my 
income. I truly feel privileged to give.

Several times, I have discussed the 
broad topic of church with members of 
my grandparents’ generation. I remember 
a common message when it came to 
stewardship: They were proud of the sacrifices 
they made and they never regretted them. 

Many of us who are younger have 
concerns about sacrificial giving. Will 
we have the resources for our children’s 
education, be able to live in a house of our 
choosing, afford the trips we want to take or 
be able to retire in a fashion or timeline we 
desire? The people I spoke to looked back 
in contentment that any sacrifice they made 
was more fulfilling in the end.

As someone with the same justified 
concerns about my own financial future, 
I look to my parish family for inspiration. 
Together, we celebrate baptisms, weddings, 
confirmations, renewals of vows and 
celebrations of life… just to name a few. We 
rally to causes in our community,. We value 
and respect opinion and thought, and that 
should be cherished in today’s world.

When we boil it down, stewardship is 
a common cause, belief and community 
sacrifice. It takes all of us to achieve our goal. 
Whether you have been here for a lifetime 
or have only recently made this your church 
home, we form a bond here of immense 
strength. There may be no greater cause and 
we will not regret it. 

Stewardship Reflections

WITH RECENT SHIFTS IN THE STOCk MARkET, 
many parishioners have been rebalancing their portfolios and 
have realized significant tax savings by giving gifts of appreciated 
securities to Church of the Holy Communion. Imagine this: 
A person purchased some stock for $1,000 and it is now 
worth $1,500. If she sells the stock and takes the proceeds, she 

may owe tax on the gain. If she gives the same stock to Holy 
Communion, she may be able to avoid the tax altogether and 
receive a $1,500 gift receipt which she may be able to take as a 
deduction. Holy Communion is not able to give tax or financial 
planning advice. Please check with your advisors to see if a gift 
of appreciated securities might make sense for you.

Parishioners Save and Holy Communion Gains: Giving Gifts of Appreciated Securities

Anne-Morgan Morgan
Vestry

Nick Goetze
2019 Stewardship Chair
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Parishioners have given significant 
musical gifts through the years

By Dr. David Ouzts

In December 2007, Bill and Sylvia 
Adams were making plans to downsize 
their home and were looking for a new 

place for their baby grand piano. 
Though they had purchased the 

piano only twelve years earlier, Sylvia had 
invested greatly in the historic 1910 baby 
grand by having the piano rebuilt with 
a new keyboard, new strings and tuning 
pins, and new hammers and felts; she 
also had its medium-dark walnut case 
completely refinished.

Rather than attempting to sell the piano, 
she called me and asked if the church 
could use it. This beautiful instrument 
was delivered to the church and gratefully 
received. Bill and Sylvia’s baby grand now 
serves our beautiful new Children’s Chapel.

In late fall 2008, parishioner Betty 
Milford (mother of our former outreach 
director Martha Boyd) called me to ask 
if I would play the piano for her annual 
Christmas party. I knew that Betty was 
Martha’s mother, had served on the 
committee that acquired our Wicks pipe 
organ in the nave, and had sung in the 
Parish Choir for many years. 

Church of the Holy Communion 
has only ever had three parish musicians: 
Professor David Ramsey, who held a joint 
appointment as organ professor of Rhodes 
College; my dear friend and colleague Jim 
Brinson, who was the first to serve here full 
time; and yours truly.

What I did not know is that Betty 

Milford’s famous annual Christmas party 
had begun as the Church of the Holy 
Communion Parish Choir Christmas 
party and that David Ramsey had played 
the piano and led the Christmas caroling 
for the party since the early 1960s. These 
parties were resplendent with silver 
and crystal, beautifully presented hors 
d’oeuvres, and four-part choral renditions 
of Christmas carols. Betty used to sing “O 
Holy Night” herself but had passed the 
torch on to other soloists in recent years.

From Christmas 2008 until 2014, when 
Lee and Betty’s declining years began, I 
played for their Christmas parties. When 
dear Betty died in 2015, Martha and her 
brother Richard Milford called to ask if 
the church would like to have Betty’s baby 
grand piano, the very piano upon which 
David Ramsey and I had played all of those 
Christmas parties. 

What a gift! I cherish each memory 
that comes when I am playing that piano, 
now in Cheney Parish Hall. This is the 
very piano that we use every Sunday 
morning in our temporary worship space.

Just recently, the phone rang again. 
Former choir parent and children’s choir 
accompanist Dana Maury asked if we 
could use a baby grand piano. Dana and 
her husband, Stephen, were looking for 
a new home for their living room baby 
grand. Long story short, it is now in the 
Parish Choir’s primary rehearsal room.

Before these generous gifts were 
received over the last fifteen years, Holy 
Communion had only one baby grand 

Holy Communion’S 
PianoS         

Main Choir Room
Wm. knabe & Co. (1916)

Given by Stephen and Dana Maury 
(Sept. 2019)

Children’s Choir Room
Steinway & Sons (1902)

Donor unknown (early 1960s)

Children’s Chapel
Behr Bros. & Co. (1910)

Given by Bill and Sylvia Adams 
(Dec. 2007)

Cheney Parish Hall
Conover (1927)

Given by Richard Milford and 
Martha Milford Boyd (Nov. 
2015) In Memory of Lee and 

Betty Milford

Nave/Chapel
Baldwin (1997)

Given by Barbara Wilson and 
Family (Dec. 1998) In Memory 

of Richard O. Wilson

piano and the large console studio 
upright Baldwin that serves the nave 
and Quilling Memorial Chapel, a 
gift of Barbara Wilson in memory 
of her husband, Richard, a longtime 
member of the Parish Choir. Now, 
Holy Communion has a collection 
of historic baby grand pianos that 
are played regularly – as every fine 
instrument should be! – and that 
provide an ongoing tribute to the 
families that gave them to us.

These instruments have empowered 
growth in our music ministry. We have 
beautiful new spaces in which these 
baby grand pianos are being used. We 
have built a music program that needs 
and uses quality instruments. 

The Wicks pipe organ in our nave has 
its own story, and its own community 
of supporters over the years. The next 
significant investment that we hope 
to make to our collection of musical 
instruments will be to preserve and 
enhance this instrument for the future. 

Photo by Cindy McMillion
Members of the CHC Choristers accompanied by Dr. Ellen Koziel in the Children's Chapel
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Parishioners Build Relationships as they Serve Others 

Photos by Cindy McMillion

coordinator of outreach ministries at Holy Communion, 
emphasized how transformational service can be when she 
shared her belief that, “giving our time, our talents, and our 
gifts is a way for people to get to know themselves better, 
to learn about themselves and not to strictly help others; it 
changes you too.” Hester explained that when she arrived at 
Holy Communion, “I set about turning us back to a place 
that concentrated on relationships in service. Part of the 

power of outreach is that 
it is transformational if it 
is hands-on. The body of 
Christ is very broad, and we 
have an opportunity to build 
relationships with people whose 
paths we don’t normally cross. 
This kind of work is not only 
service, but spiritual formation.” 

The act of serving through 
Holy Communion’s outreach 
ministries is inextricably tied 
to our sense of community 
as a church. Sherry’s outreach 

experience started when a friend 
invited her to join a Meals on Wheels route. “It has been a 
wonderful opportunity for us to do some good; we see the same 
people on our route and now we have done it long enough to 
know when someone we have helped care for has passed away. 
You feel like you’re making a real difference in someone’s life.” 
Becoming part of a team of Holy Communion parishioners on 
mission is an excellent way to get to know new people and to 

This fall, parishioners Christina Block and Barbara Snyder load up their supply of hot meals prepared by MIFA. Working as a team to distribute food 
for Meals on Wheels is a way to build relationships both with one another and with those served. 

An August meeting called together the lay leaders of Church 
of the Holy Communion’s outreach ministries. Each 
ministry’s representative shared how their work had been 

progressing over the hot and humid Memphis summer. They 
shared their successes, their challenges, and the ways that they see 
God at work. Most importantly, they answered the question asked 
by the Reverend Hester Mathes: “How can the church and its 
membership continue to support your ministry?”

These outreach ministries—
including St. Luke’s Food 
Pantry, Meals on Wheels, Team 
Read at the Emmanuel Center 
and Shady Grove Elementary, 
the Book It 5k, Camp Able, 
and Thistle and Bee, just to 
name a few—are led and staffed 
by parishioners who are acting 
out their Christian identity of 
compassion and service that 
we all strive to embody in our 
daily lives. Since Church of the 
Holy Communion is situated 
in Memphis, a city with one of the 
highest poverty rates in the United States, we are especially called 
to invest our time, energy, and resources into a community that 
needs to see and experience God’s love, not just hear about it.

Why do we serve? 
For our church volunteers who work in these community 

organizations, their actions are more than simply a duty to 
be checked off of a to-do list. Sherry Murphy, the current 

(Outreach continued on page 5)

A generous supply of peanut butter collected at Holy Communion 
stands ready for distribution at St. Luke's Food Pantry.
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Parishioners Build Relationships as they Serve Others 

Outreach cont'd from page 4

“giving our time, 
our talents, and 
our gifts is a way 
for people to get to 
know themselves 
better, to learn 

about themselves 
and not to strictly 

help others; it 
changes you too.”

– Sherry Murphy
CHC Outreach Coordinator

connect with someone that you might not necessarily have had 
the chance to talk with on a Sunday. 

What does service look like?
With Holy Communion’s myriad avenues of working in the 

community—whether you want to work with children, or with 
people experiencing homelessness, or help organize our annual 
Book It 5k—there are abundant opportunities to enter into 
relationship with those around you. 
Representing Church of the Holy 
Communion at one of our partner 
ministries does not mean that you 
need to know how to do everything 
perfectly. It does mean that you are 
willing to step into messy relationship, 
service, and above all, curiosity about 
what our neighbors experience in their 
day-to-day lives. The willingness to 
ask questions and be concerned about 
others’ stories is why our parishioners 
have had such success in maintaining 
long-term relationships through our 
ministries. Volunteering once a week, 
once a month, or even with a once-a-
year event, are all ways to live into a 
fuller expression of Christ’s love. 

While joining a new group or 
venturing into a new part of town can 
be daunting for some, don’t let that 
stop you. If you don’t like to drive at 

night, then join Shady Grove Elementary’s 
Team Read to volunteer during the day. If 
you are intimidated by parking downtown, 
try a Thursday at St. Luke’s Food Pantry, 
just a short drive from the church. Start 
small. Visit multiple ministry sites if you 
aren’t sure where your talents would be 
best utilized, and lean into the rich web of 
relationships, worship, and transformation 
that service offers. 

Let us Know–
Contact Sherry Murphy at 

sherry384@comcast.net to become 
more involved or learn more about Holy 
Communion’s outreach ministries. 

In order to continue building a 
web of support around our outreach 
ministries, Holy Communion would 
love to know if you are already 
volunteering alongside other 
parishioners at a ministry that is not 
connected.

Clockwise from left: Virginia Walker stocks 
the shelves at St. Luke's Food Pantry; Cindy 
Straton, John Monaghan and Carmine 
Vaughan team up to prepare lunch for youth 
at Camp Able; Reverend Colenzo Hubbard 
and Reverend Sandy Webb lead Book It 5K 
participants in line dancing; Christina Block 
and Barbara Snyder get route instructions 
from MIFA Meals on Wheels' Linda Marks; 
Team Read volunteer, Bill Bateman, tutors a 
student at the Emmanuel Center. 
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NOVEMBER at CHC... Tell Your Story | Take a Journey | Make a Difference

aDulT foRumS
SuNdAyS at 9:15 a.m. 

Clergy SignUp Classes 
In addition to the regular Adult Forum, Holy Communion's clergy are 
offering special Sunday morning classes this fall that address questions 
they have been asked by members of the congregation. Participants need 
to register in advance and are expected to attend most sessions.To 
sign-up contact Elizabeth Coldiron ecoldiron@holycommunion.org or 
(901) 767-6987 x4023

November 17 & 24, December 8 & 15 
Thinking Theologically about Human 
Sexuality   

Fr. Sandy explores scriptural and theological writings that can help us 
navigate difficult conversations about human sexuality with each other and 
with our kids.

November10  

Youth 
Pilgrimage 
rePort

2019  
Youth pilgrims 
from Holy 
Communion’s 
2019 pilgrimage to Ireland report on their experiences of transformation. 
(NO OTHER ClaSSES ON THIS daY)  

November 17 & 24  Friend of God 
Consider your relationship with God in a new way as parishioner daniel 

amsler leads a deep reflection on the passages of scripture that invite us to 
think of ourselves as friends of God.

Pastoral Care 
Needs More Hands 
The people of CHC are always 
trying to take care of each other 
with Christian charity and they 
do it well! However we could use 
a few more hands in our formal 
pastoral care ministry.  

We need additional: 
Note Card Writers 
Flower-Arrangers

Phone-Callers
Flower Deliverers

Pastoral & Eucharistic Visitors
Anyone interested in refreshing 

our ministries of healing.  
There will be training for all of 
these roles at the next Pastoral Care 
Team meeting, Sunday, November 
24 during the formation hour. 
Please contact Jonathan to learn 
more and volunteer! jchesney@
holycommunion.org.

Thanksgiving
Interfaith Service

Tuesday, November 26 at 7 p.m.
Temple Israel

Holy Communion Service
Thursday, November 28 at 10 a.m.

Give thanks with your church family 
at 10 a.m. You’ll be home in an hour 
to continue preparation of the feast!

Contemporary Theology in Action
This group continues the long tradition at Holy Communion of the 

lay-lead discussion of contemporary theologies and theological views on 
current events. All are invited to listen in and to share their experience, 
insights and opinions in Room 204 during adult formation time. Visit 
contemporarytheologicalissues.home.blog for current topics.
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NOVEMBER at CHC... Tell Your Story | Take a Journey | Make a Difference

Recreation | Basketball Season Dates:
Mid-November - Practices begin
December 7 - Games Begin
January 4 - Games begin for kindergarten
February 15  - Season Ends. 

Exercise Schedule at Holy Communion

YOGA INT. YOGA TAI CHI ZUMBA
M, W

4:15 p.m.
T, Th

4:15 p.m.
M, W

11:30 a.m.
M 6:15 p.m.
W 6:15 p.m.
Sa 9:30 a.m.

Words3 is a group of people who like 
to write and read from their work. 
Group will meet at 6 p.m., Thursday, 

November 21 at the church. See e-communicator for room 
number. Topic: In Someone Else's Shoes. Listeners welcome!

EYC fun in November
Episcopal Youth Community (EYC) Calendar 
Normally Sundays 6:30-8:00 in the youth suite 

November 3: Fundraiser preparations
November 10: Karaoke/movie night
November 17: Special Friends Fellowship
November 22/23: Convention Lock-in @ GSL
November 24: No EYC (Thanksgiving)

Words3

Here@HolyC
Come and enjoy our brand of family-style 
dinner followed by Compline and small-
group discussions. All choirs practice, 
plus Zumba and activities for youth. 
Nursery available. 

5:15 St. Cecilia Choir (sr. kindergarten and 1st grade) Room 223
5:45 Dinner in Blaisdell Lower Lobby  

6:30 CHC Choristers (gr. 2-6) in Room 223; Parish Choir 
in the Parish Hall; Zumba in Willmott Gym (next to Moss 
Hall); NA in Room 204; Women’s Study Group in Room 
244; Youth-led Compline service in the Children’s Chapel, 
followed by youth group in the youth suite.

November 6, 13, 20: 5:45-7:45 p.m., Room 301 
Mental Health First Aid - taught by lauren Hales of 
Church Health *No cost. Note the longer sessions. You may 
bring dinner to eat during class. 
To register, email ecoldiron@holycommunion.org

Young Adult November Outing
Join us on the first Thursday of every month for 20/30 
Thursdays! If you are in your 20’s or 30’s, please join us. Contact 
Elizabeth Coldiron, ecoldiron@holycommunion.org. 
Thursday, November 7  
5:30 pm  Newk’s Eatery    5336 Poplar Ave  38119

HAM IT UP 
for St. Luke's Food 

Pantry!  
Last year during the holidays, we 

cornered the market on canned hams with 
our collective donation of nearly 300 tins to 
our neighborhood food pantry at St. Luke’s 
Methodist Church. These small (16oz), non-perishable canned 
hams are readily available at Walgreen’s, Walmart, Amazon 
and similar locations. The hams are a special treat in the grocery 
sacks of food pantry clients and were greatly appreciated last year. 
Let’s see if we can best our previous collection number and help 
make someone’s holidays even brighter. Bring your donation on 
Sundays to place in the food basket on the altar platform.

*Please check to ensure that your hams do not require refrigeration.

Other opportunities to serve others
during the holiday season ...

More Than a Meal
First Sundays of the month - November 3, December 1
We serve our guests at Grace-St. Luke's and distribute "to go" 
bags to our guests as they leave the meal.  Contact Barb Boucher 
to signup, bib72015@gmail.com.

Meals on Wheels 
Perfect ministry for two - deliver meals one day a month 

to seniors in need. Holy Communion’s route calendar is open 
the first and third Fridays through the end of the year. Use 
MIFA’s app with easy directions to each home. Contact Linda 
Thompson, curlytop26@gmail.com

PRIME TIMERS go to Cindy McMillion’s photography 
exhibit, “Within Thy Gates, O Jerusalem” 
Sunday, November 17.  If you are 50+, meet at the 
Jewish Community Center, Shainberg Gallery. 
Join Cindy @ 12:30 for a personal tour! 
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Take a glance at the feed of different accounts I follow 
on Instagram social media and among other things you’ll 
note lots of photos of beautiful loaves of bread and even 
some fun time-lapse videos of loaves rising and baking in 
the oven. Over the last couple of years, I’ve enjoyed the 
delicious and satisfying hobby of becoming a home baker 
of fresh bread, and it’s interesting to see all the great bakes 
and techniques other people share.

Some of those photos are posted by a 
friend of mine from Alabama, who has been 
volunteering and now working at a place 
called Innisfree Village, where he is the head 
baker for a whole village. Innisfree is “a fully 
licensed, residential community with adults 
with intellectual disabilities” 
organized in a lifesharing 
model where the residents 
with differing abilities, 
called coworkers, live in 
houses with their volunteer 
caregivers in family 
environments of mutual 
need, respect, and love (learn more at www.innisfreevillage.
org.) Each day there are different work-stations where 
coworkers learn skills and create home-spun knit items, build 
in the wood shop, bake bread, harvest and produce farm 
goods, all of which are used by the community itself or sold 
at local markets.

Graham had seen that I was baking and invited me to 
visit, see his community, and help out in the bakery, and 
this past July, Ali and I took him up on his offer, 
utilizing some of my continuing education 
time to do so.

We drove along the gorgeous 
Blue Ridge highway to arrive at 
Innisfree on a lovely summer 
evening, just outside of 
Charlottesville, Virginia. 
While there, Ali would get to work in 
the herb garden where the community 

grew cut flowers and plants for making teas and tisanes. I 
would help and learn in the village bakery.

Baking is a physical craft, with kneading dough and 
measuring ingredients, and also a reflective one, considering 
how time and other factors affect the bake, as well as offering 
time to think or rest while those factors are at work. It is 
a relatively simple project with a pleasingly final result, in 
contrast with much of the work of ministry in God’s kingdom, 
and that result is the smell of baked bread permeating the 
house and a loaf to eat (and even a mediocre fresh baked loaf is 
still pretty delicious.)

I was able to practice 
some of the basic baking 
skills and work on some 
new ones while helping 
fulfill the bread needs 
(and kneads!) for the 
village that day. I also 
stepped aside for some 
tasks at Graham’s request, 
to make room for our 
coworkers to contribute 
to the work as well. All of 
us had things to learn and 
all of us had gifts to offer 
to the collective work of 
preparing, baking, and 
cleaning up afterwards, 
that everyone in the 

village would be able to break bread.
That’s the real satisfaction, and likely 

the hint to which the fact that too much 
bread isn’t great for my waistline points. It’s 

meant to be shared and broken together.
I’m grateful to have the generous time offered by the 

parish to further my whole education and some of the things 
that give me life outside of my work at the parish, which 
keeps me a healthy pastor. And I’m grateful to Graham 
and the coworkers of Innisfree Village, who welcomed us, 
modeled the giving of each other the full cup-measure of 

human dignity, and gave me a new parable… The 
kingdom of God is like a bakery in full 

swing…

Baking and 
Community 
at Innisfree 

Village
By The Reverend 

Jonathan Chesney

"The 
Kingdom 

of God is like 
a bakery in 
full swing"

Photo by Cindy McMillion

Bread photos by Jonathan Chesney
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The Parish Picnic 2019

Stanton Miller helps himself to the bounteous buffet at this year's Parish Picnic. Inset photos: Hester and Jonathan lead the lakeside service; 
a plateful of potluck sides with fried chicken; Charlton Lyons and grandson, Alden, enjoy outside togetherness.

On Sunday, October 6, Church of the Holy Communion 
celebrated its annual Parish Picnic at the beautiful St. 
Columba Episcopal Camp and Retreat Center. With 

the blessing of a sunny day and a slight break in the heat, the 
parish gathered together to celebrate our community through 
worship and fellowship. 

While the Reverend Sandy Webb led a parallel service at 
Walnut Grove and Perkins, the Reverend Hester Mathes and the 
Reverend Jonathan Chesney led a team of staff and volunteers 
that led worship on St. Columba’s grounds. Thanks to the St. 
Francis Outdoor Chapel, we were able to participate in a service 
that felt both casual and connected; the Parish Choir offered up 
sacred music while a quartet played Celtic instrumental music to 
fit the theme. 

Between the celebration of the Holy Eucharist, the potluck 
food, table fellowship, ziplining in the woods, basketball, and 
other various games and activities, the parish was able to take a 

deep breath and enjoy the combination of nature and worship. 
There was something for everybody. As parishioner Emily 
Austin explained, “the best part for me was that at some point 
during the end of the worship service, a lot of the little kids 
were naturally having a hard time focusing and slowly wandered 
nearby to play as we finished the service...there is just no better 
way to celebrate nature than by worshiping in it as a church.” 

With construction winding down on Holy Communion’s 
campus this year, we can sit back and reflect on all of the 
unintended blessings that have come our way as a result of the 
interruption of our spaces. This year’s annual Parish Picnic moving 
to the grounds of St. Columba is certainly one of them, as was 
the Book it Zero-k that we had last year. No one knows if we will 
return to St. Columba or to our own lawns, trees, and buildings 
for next year’s Parish Picnic. But we all know that this year’s picnic 
has renewed our energy and creativity around what outdoor 
worship and fellowship can do to restore our hearts and minds.

This Month's 
Contributing 

Writer
Lauren Hales

LAUREN HALES first visited Holy Communion in 2016 when she 
returned to Memphis after a brief stint in the Episcopal Service Corps. 
A graduate of Rhodes College, Lauren is a fairly new Episcopalian who 
loves to garden and read and spends the rest of her time and energy 
dreaming up her next trip abroad.

You can find her working with Church Health as their Faith 
Community Engagement Coordinator during the week, or pop by the 
midtown Huey's on the weekend and she'll serve you a burger and fries!

Photos by Cindy McMillion
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THANk YOU to our 
Book It 5k Sponsorship 
Committee and our 
2019 Book It 5k Race 
Committee for your work 
and commitment to make 
this year’s race a success! 

The Race Committee 
and Sponsorship 
Committee Members 
are:   Steve Maury 
(Sponsorship Chair), 
Marie Dowling , Bill 
Bateman, Angie Johnson, Tricia Dewey, Robert Propst, Sarah 
Cowens,  Nat Johnson,  Elizabeth Coldiron, Carter Webster, 
kenyetta Powell and Darren Thomas. Thank you for your 
work in the months leading up to the 5k and for all of your 
work on race day!  

This year, we finished the race in front of the church and 
enjoyed post-race food and activities under the shade.   Three 
hundred thirty-one (331) signed up for the race either as 
participants or spirit runners.  

Donations were made to sponsor 40 children and youth for 
the race.  We had 65 volunteers and staff, 42 race sponsors and 
5 in-kind race sponsors.  Food was donated by Marco’s Pizza, 
Sysco Memphis and Germantown Commissary.  Our music 

Book It 5K Thank you
and DJ services were 
donated by David Pickett 
of DNA Entertainment 
and race cards and 
posters were donated by 
Paulsen Printing.  Fleet 
Feet provided gift cards 
for the Health Challenge 
prizes and provided water 
and cups at the race.  

Our fundraising 
proceeds will be 
announced as soon as the 

remaining race expenses are received, and we will present checks 
to our beneficiaries, Books from Birth and the Emmanuel Center 
in November.

Thank you to ALL of our VOLUNTEERS and to the 
HOLY COMMUNION STAFF for the phenomenal job 
on the race.  Thank you also to everyone that signed up, 
sponsored, made donations or sponsored children from the 
Emmanuel Center.  The kindness and generosity from the Holy 
Communion parish is humbling.  This event would not be 
possible without the enthusiasm and support from all of you.  
Thank you again.    

THANk YOU HOLY COMMUNION!!   
      Julie Fike

The Prosterman Family, Nathan Pappas, Kathy & Ben Adams, John Keesee, David Dowling, M.D., 
The Straton Family, Carmine & Bill Vaughan, Catherine & Bill Bateman, The Maury/McCain Family, Emily 
Woodside & Bill Falvey, Becky & John Bakke, Irene & Ron Ayotte, Susan & George Wortham, Linda & 

Neely Mallory, Lattie Michael, Alison England, Kendra & Robert Propst, Sarah & Tom Cowens, Maryanne 
& Don Macdonald, The Malmo Family, Ralph & Genie Braden, Lilie & Bob Hudson

Thank You, Sponsors!

Photo by Cindy McMillion



The Communicator  |  11  | November 2019

change according to the church calendar and not 
solely based on the service type. Likewise, the lay 
leaders who contribute their reflections and support 
every Sunday night have been offered training 
and regular check-ins with clergy, a clear way to 
communicate that by investing in our lay leaders we 
are investing in the future of the 5:30 service. 

Moving forward, Hester knows that one of the 
biggest benefits of investing in our 5:30 service is that 
it is, “a come as you are service, not only in how you 
dress but as you are in your spiritual life. This service 

began as a missional service and our hope is for it to 
become a missional service again.” 

So come as you are. Bring a friend. Experience 
quiet and contemplation. And know that each part 
of the service, from the liturgical order, to the music 
selection, to the reflection, has been intentionally 
designed so that we can experience Christ’s calming 
presence in our increasingly demanding lives. 

5:30 cont'd from page 1

a temporary fence to keep kids from running into traffic. Sloan 
River Project (the kanuga and Episcopal Youth Event house band 
at the time) added us to their tour that year, and pianist Benton 
Stokes came from Nashville to be the opening act. Local food 
trucks assembled to sell food for dinner, 
providing a source of free advertising 
within their networks. Aside from an ill-
timed rain shower, it was a perfect evening.

The lawn concert reminded us that 
we were able to tackle big projects, and 
that they might not be as expensive as we 
thought. When the concert was over, the 
Audacity Fund still had money left over, and 
parishioners had begun sending unsolicited 
donations to replenish it. Everyone wanted 
to know what we were going to do next.

A year later, the Audacity Fund 
hosted a festival of three sacred arts. The 
initial idea was to revive a then-defunct 
diocesan choir festival, but we expanded 
on that by commissioning a new parish 
hymn. Music professor Bill Roberts 
from Virginia Theological Seminary 
wrote the score, Lutheran hymn writer Susan Cherwien 
provided the text, and Episcopal artist Mel Ahlborn created a 
beautiful illumination of the first verse. All three artists came 
to Memphis for the festival and spent the weekend teaching 
their crafts to people from our parish, our neighborhood and 
our diocese.

Slowly, one project at a time, the impossible began to seem possible. 
The waters began to part, and the Promised Land came into view.

Our third Audacity Fund project was a ministry project with 
some of our urban partners – “ministry with” being the key phrase 
rather than “ministry to.” We asked our friends at Emmanuel 
Center, a longstanding Episcopal youth development center in 
Memphis’ urban core, what sorts of projects they needed to have 
done, and we recruited volunteers from both communities to 
carry them out, employing neighborhood tradespeople to do 
the skilled work. Theologian kathy Grieb came from Virginia 
Theological Seminary to offer theological reflections – and to 
wield a paint brush! – as the weekend went along. Every work 

team had people from Holy Communion and people from 
Emmanuel Center. We began with a shared meal at Holy 
Communion on Friday evening and concluded with shared 
worship services at Emmanuel Center on Sunday morning. Good 

work was done and good friendships were 
forged.

After we completed three major projects in 
as many years, the Audacity Fund faded away. 
It had done its job, reminding us of what was 
possible when we focused on what we had and 
what we could do, rather than on what we did 
not have and what we could not do.

As the spirit of abundance grew at 
Church of the Holy Communion, 
stewardship giving began to grow as well. 
We used our first new dollars to make 
visible investments in our facilities. We 
replaced peeling wallpaper and removed 
stained carpets. We moved the large 
portraits of former rectors out of our 
entryway and installed acrylic frames to 
display colorful photographs from recent 
parish events. Within a few years, the 

church’s building started to convey the newfound energy and 
hopefulness of the congregation.

Since 2013, Church of the Holy Communion’s vibrancy has 
increased dramatically. We reversed our decline in attendance 
and grew our stewardship budget by a sustained 34.5 percent. 
We have just finished a major capital campaign and will soon 
have all of our facilities completely restored. Reclaiming Christ’s 
spirit of abundance breathed new life into Church of the Holy 
Communion, and we are excited to discover what audacious 
things God will ask us to do next.

The first verse of our parish hymn captures the present spirit 
of our community well:

This, the gold of all our hoping:
God is making all things new.
Alleluia be our measure;
Alleluias mark our days;
May each breath, each deed, each pleasure,
Choir to God our heartfelt praise.

Audacity cont'd from page 1

  Sacred Arts Festival | May 2015

   Urban Pilgrimage | May 2016

Lay leader Martin Orozco shares his reflection during a 
recent 5:30 service.   Photo by Cindy McMillion



Clergy
The Reverend Sandy Webb, Rector

The Reverend Hester Mathes, Senior Associate Rector
The Reverend Jonathan Chesney, Associate Rector

The Reverend Dr. Randy McCloy, Deacon

Vestry
Mike Murphy, Sr. Warden + Marlene Shaw, Jr. Warden
Jack Straton, Treasurer + Richard Williamson, Clerk

Ellie Bakelaar, Debbie Campbell, Tricia Dewey, Mike Driscoll, 
Dale Jones, Tracy killen, Steve Maury, Tim McCormack, 

Evelyn McGahey, Anne-Morgan Morgan, Anna Rojas, 
and Cava Sittnick 

Lay Staff
Teresa Boone                  Director of Administration
Laura Clausen                        Financial Assistant
Elizabeth Coldiron                                            Minister of Hospitality
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Julie Fike                                  Director of Recreation & Wellness
Alice Hollis                                                    Minister to Children
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Cynthia Williams                         Receptionist
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Church of the Holy Communion, an Episcopal Church 
in the center of Memphis, seeks to be a sacred presence, 

grounded in the servant ministry of Jesus, offering 
spiritual growth opportunities for all.

WORSHIP TIMES
Sundays: 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 5:30 p.m.

Wednesdays: 12:15 p.m.

Memorials & Honoraria
Received September 16, 2019 – October 15, 2019

In memory of Bickie McDonnell
Mimsy Jones

Lyn & Ted Bailey
Penelope Harris

Catherine & Thurston Roach
Mr. & Mrs. John Evans

Virginia D. Simpson
Gretta Forrester

In memory of Mildred Smith
Susan & George Wortham

Lee & Cindi Marshall
Lesley & John Dillon

In memory of Harvey Lloyd Lewis
Judy Phillips

In memory of Jon Van Doren
Judy Phillips

All Saints' Guild

In memory of Martha York
Robert & kendra Propst

Edwin & Marie Roberson
Cindy Haverty

Frances C. Perkins
Margaret & Charles Hubbert
The Bedford H. Floyd Family

Aleine Hansen
Emily Ruch

Carita & Alston Palmer
Barbara Wilson

John keesee
Jo-Ellen & Walt Reed
Patsy & Bob Smith

Beverly Fourmy Carrick
Walter D. Wills III


