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From his neighbor’s porch, L.F. Harbin, 81, sat and squinted 
into the late October sun at the workers scrambling in and out 

of his house in southwest 
Memphis.  

A sheet of plywood is 
being carried in the back 
door, teenagers from a local 
Scout Troop are washing 
down plastic furniture on 
the curb and, in the front 
room, another half-dozen 
teens from Church of the 
Holy Communion are 
painting, and soon will 
be headed down the short 
hall outside the bathroom.

A large hole gapes open at 
the base of the toilet, exposing 
the ground and pipes and the home to rodents 
and cold. The bathtub has shifted in its mooring 
and is sagging. Shafts of light pour in where it 
once met the floor.

The kitchen floor has 
given way in spots and 
the ceiling has rotted 
through in a crumble 
of deteriorating plaster 
and wood.

“I didn’t know they 
were going to do all 
this,” Harbin says, his 
voice soft against the 
noise of the  traffic that 
streams back and forth 
on the four-lane East 
Mallory. “I thought they were just going to do some carpentry.”

Harbin, brother of a church security officer Buford Harbin, 
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CHC Mobilizes to Fix Home Before Winter
Personal Connection Links Givers, Receivers

has lived in the two-bedroom home since he was 36. Several years 
ago, he tried to apply for help with the home repairs, which were 

estimated at $39,000.
“Nobody’s got that much money,” Harbin 

says. “You won’t get nothing if they don’t take 
your application.”

His MLGW bill, which covers water, two 
electric heaters in the winter, a couple of burners 
on the stove, water heater and a handful of lights 
is $207 a month. The furnace doesn’t work.

“It’s cold except when I am sleeping,” said 
Harbin, who worked on the loading dock at the 
John Morrell meat packing plant “until it closed 

up on me in '82.”
About five other 

jobs ended the same 
way, leaving Harbin 
and thousands of other 
Memphis workers out of 
work or underemployed 
over the last 40 years.

Harbin, who is 
blind in one eye, asked 
his brother for help a 
few months ago.

“I mentioned it to 
Matthew (Arehart),” 
said Buford. “It was all 
God’s idea. See what 
the Lord does.”

October 30, after a quick lunch at church, about 20 youth 
and young adults, including three members of Carter Gammill’s 
Boy Scout Troop and the troop leader, showed up at the house 
with hand tools, paint and brushes, a generator, lumber, buckets,    
brooms, drop cloths and cleaning supplies.

Within three hours, skilled volunteer carpenters had covered 
holes in the kitchen walls and floor. Matthew reinforced the 

L.F. Harbin and 
Beverly Russell.

Boy Scouts and youth at refreshment table.

Matthew Arehart reinforces the floor.



2  |  holycommunion.org

foundation below the bathtub. The rest of the crew painted, 
moved furniture out to dust and vacuum, washed and swept the 
floors, and moved all the furniture back in.

“It’s really sad,” said Daniel Russell, 13. “It’s sad he is having 
to live in this kind of condition. It’s just terrible. I’m glad he has a 
better place to live now.”

 For Daniel and several of his peers, the project was a dose of 
Memphis they had never seen.

“I’ve never thought about it. We take everything we have for 
granted,” he said.

Avery Holdeman, 13, saw Harbin when she arrived. He 
didn’t speak.

“I think he is hanging by a thread,” she said. “I think he has 
hope, but he needs more help.”

Research by the National Center for Healthy Housing in 
2013 showed Memphis had a larger percentage of unhealthy or 
substandard housing than any of the 45 metro areas it studied. 

About 35,700 units in the nine-county metro area have severe or 
moderate structural problems that include water leaks, and rodent 
and insect infestations.

“It was neat to see the interaction between the young adults 
and the youth and the Boy Scouts and the neighbors,” said the 
Reverend Hester Mathes. “They came by and talked to us.

“You know, the level of participation falls right in with the 
millennials. They want to do service projects, like More than A 
Meal. We had a better turnout for this than we have for some of 
our social events.”

By 4 p.m., Beverly Russell was on the neighbor’s porch, 
extending her hand to Harbin and telling him how much the 
congregation loves his brother.

“Do you know how your brother ends every conversation 
he has with us,” she asked. “He says, ‘You have a blessed day.’ 
Do you know what a neat thing that is? I feel so blessed for 
knowing him.”

CHC mobilizes to fix home before winter..., continued from page 1 

A REFLECTION: Portable Roots

My neighbor planted 
fall flowers last 

weekend. Gently, she 
removed each mum 
from its container and 
buried its roots in an aged 
ceramic pot. The process 
was elegant, perhaps even 
liturgical, and the flowers 
are now thriving in their 
new home. 

As I watched, I 
remembered a letter that 
I received several years 

ago. My ministry had begun taking me southward, and 
my former bishop wrote to wish me well. In part, he 
said, “roots are portable.” On the surface, his words are 
oxymoronic. Portable roots? At a deeper level, his words 
contain a profound truth. 

My childhood home was in New England, which is 
quite different from Memphis. Food tastes different, 
plants look different, and words sound different. (In New 
England, if you can believe it, calling a woman “ma’am” 
is considered impolite!) I had only been to Memphis once 
before I came to interview at Holy Communion, and I 
had very few friends here. More than three years later, I 
have lived in Memphis longer than anywhere else since 

my college days. 
I do not know where my neighbor’s mums were born, 

but they now grow in Memphis. Two weeks ago, they 
were defined by what their roots had absorbed in the place 
from which they came. Two weeks from now, they will be 
defined by what their roots find here – our water, our soil, 
our spirit. 

When Ruth came to Canaan from the land of Moab, 
she did not know much more about it than I knew about 
Memphis. Things were different in her childhood home, 
and the Old Testament does not speak highly of women 
from Moab. Yet, Ruth repotted herself in Canaan. “Where 
you go, I will go,” she says to her mother-in-law, Naomi, 
“Your people will be my people, and your God my God.” 
She planted her roots deep in the soil of the Promised 
Land, and was forever changed. She even became the 
ancestor of our Lord.

“Oh the places you’ll go,” Dr. Seuss writes. I was not 
from here, but I am now. You were not my people, but you 
are now. I still have a hard time saying “water fountain” 
rather than “bubblah", and eating grits rather than oatmeal. 
My core is still old growth from New England, my roots 
still have some of that rocky soil tucked in between them, 
but my branches and my flowers are Memphis. 

The Reverend Sandy Webb
Rector
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Parish retreat relaxes, restores with assist from nature

On one of the seemingly endless lovely Sundays this fall, 
more than 60 folks from Holy Communion headed to St. 

Columba for an afternoon in a woods loaded with adventures.
 “George Washington 

Carver once said, ‘I love to 
think of nature as an unlimited 
broadcasting station, through 
which God speaks to us every 
hour, if we will only tune 
in,’” said the Reverend Hester 
Mathes. “Young and old took 
adventurous rides on ziplines, 
climbed to new heights, passed 
along canoeing skills, slid in the 
famous mud hole and relaxed 
on the shores of the lake.

“It’s never easy taking time 
away from busy schedules, but 
in this case, the reward was both 
sanctuary and Sabbath for all,” 
she said.

Ellie Bakelaar signed up and 
brought her daughter Abby 
and Carmen McGhee.

“I couldn’t believe how 
eager the little girls were to 
jump on the zipline. Carmen 
tends to be naturally pretty brave. Abby jumped right in because 
Carmen was doing it. It was fun to see them push each other. 

The sense of accomplishment was great!”
The girls and the rest of the crowd climbed the climbing 

tower, swam in the lake and slid into the mud hole.
“I thought it was a wonderful 

way to spend an afternoon with 
our church family in nature,” said 
Bakelaar, who’s been thinking 
about things that might be added 
for next year. 

“They have that great screened 
porch back at the lodge. It might 
be fun to do some kind of potluck 
supper, perhaps grilling hotdogs 
and hamburgers and having 
people bring sides and desserts. 
People could talk about they did 
and their experience and then go 
home from there,” she said.

The success of the retreat, she 
said, had a lot to do with the 
balance of time and distance. 

“It wasn't too far away but you 
felt like you got away. It’s hard 
to commit to much more than 
a Sunday afternoon, and I think 
people save that time to regroup 
and have some family time.”

The retreat, she said, was a perfect way to do both. 
“It was a great plan by the church.”

Burch Baine first youth on Vestry

Burch Baine, the first youth 
to serve on the Holy 

Communion vestry, began 
his one-year assignment in 
October.  

Burch, a senior at Memphis 
University School, is to 
represent the next generation of 
church leaders in the discussions 
leading up to a vote. The youth 
member does not have a vote.

“I think that my 
representation is important 
because it can show people that 
youth can be involved in more 

ways in the church than you think,” Burch said.
He was appointed by the rector, based on the recommendation 

of minister to youth, Matthew Arehart.

“Our young church members are the future of Holy 
Communion, and as we embark on a new master plan and capital 
campaign, their voice is very important,” said Emily Woodside, 
senior warden.

She notes the experience will also give them insight into 
church leadership, finance and business. 

Burch is deeply rooted at Holy Communion. He generally 
attends the 10:30 service where he serves as a Eucharistic 
Minister. On Sunday nights, he is part of EYC. He attends 
WOW on Wednesdays.

“I will always remember my pilgrimage group and the trip we 
took together. I will never forget the youth Sundays because we 
get to prepare and set up a Sunday service. It’s amazing that our 
church does this.”

The challenge for a busy teen, like anyone else, is finding time 
for another commitment.

“I probably will watch less NBA basketball than usual 
because of my commitment to the vestry,” Burch said. 

Ellie Bakelaar, Carmen McGhee and Abby Bakelaar loved the zipline.

Burch Baine
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November 2016 at Holy Communion... Tell Your Story | Take a Journey | Make a Difference

   Groups and Guilds   
All Saints' Guild 
Second Tuesday 

10:30 a.m., 

Brotherhood 
of St. Andrew 

Second and fourth 
Saturday 

8 a.m., Chapel

Centering Prayer 
First Saturday
9 a.m., Chapel

Daughters 
of the King 

Second Sunday
noon 

Carrick Room

Knitting Ministry 
Third Tuesday 

11 a.m. 
Room 308

Men's Bible Study 
Friday 
7 a.m.

Room 214

More Than a Meal 
First Sunday 

after 10:30 service
at Grace-St. Luke's

Poetry and 
Conversation 
First Tuesday 

5:45 p.m.
Carrick Room

The 
Reading Life 
First Tuesday 

11 a.m. 
Carrick Room

Sandy and Mimsy's 
Biblical Adventure 

Thursday
10 a.m. 

Room 308

Words3

(Words, Cubed)
Third Tuesday
5:30-7 p.m.

Cheney Parish Hall

Sunday MorningS at 9:15

ConteMporary 
tHeologiCal iSSueS
This long-running class at Holy 
Communion continues discussing 
timely topics through the lens of theology.

NOVEMBER
Sinfulness, Hopefulness and the 
possibility of politics
November 13 
Listen and discuss Krista Trippett's 
conversation with David Brooks and 
E.J. Dionne.  

Friendship with god and His Family
November 13 & 20
Taught by Daniel Amsler

DECEMBER
Journey of advent
December 11 & 18
Group Book Study - reading and 
discussing Howard Thurman's book 
Jesus and the Disinherited.

ECW
Annual 
Meeting

Nov. 12th

West tennessee eCW gathering november 12th. 
All women are invited to the Annual Gathering of 

the Episcopal Church Women of West Tennessee on 
Saturday November 12th at 10:45 a.m. at Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church.  Speakers will be the Right Reverend 
Don Johnson and the Reverend Dr. Mitzi Minor.  

Registration information is at ecwwtn.org.  Join us! 

Thanksgiving day 
euCHariSt

noV. 24 @ 10 a.m.

Join us for our traditional 
service with harvest decorations 
and beloved Thanksgiving Day 
hymns. Put the turkey in the 
oven, come to church, give 

thanks for our blessings!

THANKSGIVING SERVICES
interFaitH 

Thanksgiving Service
noV. 22 @ 7 p.m.

 We welcome guests from the Jewish, 
Muslim and Christian faiths. 

The offering will go to Just City, a 
group in Memphis working to reduce 
jail and prison populations and help 

people heal after incarceration. 
A reception will follow in the parish hall.

JoHn rutter Requiem  •  Sunday, noV. 13
The Parish Choir of Church of the Holy Communion will sing the Requiem by 

John Rutter in the 10:30 a.m. Sunday morning liturgy on Remembrance Sunday, 
Nov. 13.  This sacred choral work will be sung in memory of all the faithful departed 
of CHC this year and will be woven into the context of the Holy Eucharist 
liturgy. Conducted by Dr. David Ouzts, the choir will be accompanied by chamber 
orchestra, including Dr. Jane Gamble, organist. Soprano soloist will be CHC staff 
singer Emily Newton. This beautiful work features two significant Psalm settings, 
Psalm 130 accompanied by solo cello and Psalm 23 accompanied by solo oboe.



The Communicator  |  5  |  November 2016

 

November 2016 at Holy Communion... Tell Your Story | Take a Journey | Make a Difference

   Groups and Guilds   
All Saints' Guild 
Second Tuesday 

10:30 a.m., 

Brotherhood 
of St. Andrew 

Second and fourth 
Saturday 

8 a.m., Chapel

Centering Prayer 
First Saturday
9 a.m., Chapel

Daughters 
of the King 

Second Sunday
noon 

Carrick Room

Knitting Ministry 
Third Tuesday 

11 a.m. 
Room 308

Men's Bible Study 
Friday 
7 a.m.

Room 214

More Than a Meal 
First Sunday 

after 10:30 service
at Grace-St. Luke's

Poetry and 
Conversation 
First Tuesday 

5:45 p.m.
Carrick Room

The 
Reading Life 
First Tuesday 

11 a.m. 
Carrick Room

Sandy and Mimsy's 
Biblical Adventure 

Thursday
10 a.m. 

Room 308

Words3

(Words, Cubed)
Third Tuesday
5:30-7 p.m.

Cheney Parish Hall

Here@HolyC...in november
Gather on Wednesday nights – make your midweek here at Holy Communion! 
Nursery available from 6:30-8 p.m.
Besides all the classes and choirs that meet on Wednesdays, the youth-led Compline 
is each week at 7:35 p.m.

november 9, 16  | "Traces of the Trade" Movie Series to support Sunday   
            discussion on slavery, its legacy.

november 23 | Thanksgiving (choir, but no dinner or Here@HolyC)
november 30 | Sacred Space: Praying in Color, contemplative prayer      

            options

PLEASE NOTE:The parish office will 
be closed for Thanksgiving Friday, 

November 25; and the monday after 
Christmas, December 26. 

Preparing for 
Advent & Christmas!

advent Wreath Making
november 27 

Families invited to make live 
Advent wreathes after 10:30 service 

in parish hall.

alternative gift Fair
december 4

Avoid Black Friday mayhem! Come 
shop for gifts that give back to the 
community, after 10:30 and 5:30 

services in parish hall.

St. nicholas Festival
december 7

The celebration will begin at 6:30 
after 5:45 dinner at Here@HolyC!

Women's Retreat 
January 21 • 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Lichterman Nature Center
Retreat will be led by 

the Reverend Katherine Bush and Shari Ray, 
based on longtime popular class at 

St. Mary’s Episcopal School 
called “The Meaning of Life."  
Registration begins Nov. 20. 

Cost with lunch is $40.  
Contact Kendra Propst, (901)210-8481.

Words3...
A reading series of writers of 
all genres and backgrounds. 

Listeners welcomed and 
encouraged and we always 

have free coffee 
and Gibson's Donuts! 

5:30 in parish hall

THEMES:
Nov. 15 - Letter to my Young Self 

Dec. 20 - Spirit and Soul
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Janet Taylor lives in Southaven, more than a half hour from 
Shelby Farms Dog Park. But when Holy Communion 

offered its first pet blessing there this fall, she was there with 
Star, her collie with such silken fur, it ruffles in the breeze.

“We went out of our 
way to make sure she got 
blessed,” said Taylor who 
now keeps in touch with 
the church through social 
media, particularly during 
the Sunday morning live 
tweeting.  “I could tell you 
all care about what I care 
about. You guys made a big 
impression on my heart.”

Father Sandy blessed 
dozens of pets October 
2, including a passel on 
our church stairs in the 
traditional 4 p.m. event 
co-offered with St. Mary’s 
Episcopal School.

“We bring our whole 
selves to church. The annual 
pet blessing lets us embrace an important part of our lives that 
often has to stay at home,” he said.

Last year, Sandy blessed horses at Shelby Farms. If it was 
bucolic, this year’s blessing in the dog park was a circus. As soon 
as Elizabeth Coldiron, Minister of Hospitality, and Sandy had the 
church tent set up in the shade (aided by an Episcopalian park 
visitor who stopped to pitch in), dogs of all stripes were tugging at 
their leashes to see what was up. 

 “The setting was perfect for welcoming 50 plus people and 
their dogs,” said Elizabeth. “We wanted to go where people 
would naturally be out with their dogs, enjoying a nice fall day.

“What surprised me was how excited people were to have their 
pets blessed. And they were even 
more excited when they realized 
they were going to get a dog tag.”

With the help of Jean 
McGhee at Hollywood Feed, 
every pet owner got a tag 
that said: “I was blessed by 
Holy Communion,” plus an 
assortment of pet vitamins and 
other giveaways.

While church staff intended 
to hand everyone a tag, it 
soon became clear that people 
wanted to choose their own 
color and shape, right down to 
a striped camo tag picked up 
quickly at the dog park.

Star’s is lime green.
 “Everybody sees the tag and 

asks about it,” Taylor said.
The church staff created a free event invite on Facebook and 

sat back to see what would happen. 
Several people mentioned it at the park, including Taylor.
“We don’t ever really go to that park. We came specially for the 

blessing, and we came early,” Taylor said, wiping tears from her eyes.
“I’m crying right now over it. It was so wonderful. The 

people were wonderful; the father was wonderful. You knew the 
love was there.”

Blessing for the furry widens our reach

Father Sandy receives wet kisses from an eager pooch at Shelby Farms Dog Park.

Political seasons, for all their commotion, turn our focus to our civic 
life. Often, the urge to bridge faith and politics has the unintended 
effect of dividing communities and 
aligning faith with government, which 
in the United States, is designed to be 
separate from the civic.

Yet, the ideal that faith and 
community are to be bound together 
is inescapable and Biblical! 

What do we do with this conviction 
that our faith and our shared lives must 
be reconciled?  

We go to the church. The entity that 
represents God’s kingdom being born 
and reborn. The ever-unfolding Kingdom calls us sometimes to 
look backward in order to go forward. Some see this as reflection, 
repentance or reconciliation; and others see it as reparation. 

Politics and faith in Memphis are deeply intertwined. This 
season is ripe for the conversations that help us see the divides. As 

we approach Advent, Holy Communion invites you into a series 
of conversations that we hope will help deepen your faith and your 

civic awareness.  
Fi lm and Theology:  The 

documentary, Traces of the Trade, 
will be viewed over two evenings 
(November 9 and 16), at 6:30 p.m. 
as part of Here@HolyC and then 
discussed on the two subsequent 
Sunday mornings (November 13 
and 20) at 9:15 a.m. in Room 
308.  The film will also be available 
for viewing at the church during 
those weeks.

Jesus and the Disinherited by Howard Thurman is a classic 
on race, theology and poverty, and a must-read in many 
seminaries. It is available online or at the Episcopal Bookstore 
at St. Mary’s Cathedral. The class will meet at 9:15 a.m. the 
first three Sundays in December in the Carrick Room.

growing deeper with god in season conscious of civic life, strife  
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Holy 
Communion 

in July
Creativity, 

prayer 
and service

October at Holy Communion!
Clockwise from top: Stewart, Hope and Johnny Dobbs celebrate Social 
Media Sunday; Clergy Tea at Trezevant is always festive; Benton Stokes 
performed his third concert at CHC; Joan Biddle and Owen review notes; 
Claire Daniel, Allison McCown and Lizzie Ball present youth pilgrimage 
reflection to an appreciative crowd. 

This year, the Book It 5K generated 
$23,400, which will be evenly divided between 
Emmanuel Center and Books for Birth. 

Father Colenzo Hubbard says people 
have no idea what it means to the after-
school program at Emmanuel that serves 

children from six public schools. 
“The money is such a blessing,” said Hubbard. “We’ll focusing 

on reading in the elementary grades and through TeamRead.”
TeamRead is a program designed to help second-graders learn 

hundreds of sight words. Automatically recognizing these one-
syllable words improves reading fluency and retention.

If he can get the kids in the door, he’s has little problem 
keeping them. Emmanuel offers transportation, after-school 

snacks and one-on-one tutoring.
“You all are such a blessing. Last year, we had tutors from 

Holy Communion one day week. This year, we have people 
coming down four times a week,” he said.

Books from Birth is working to improve readiness for 
kindergarten by providing youngsters age-appropriate books 
from the time they are born until they are 5, said Mary Braddock, 
spokeswoman.

Annually, it costs about $34 per child to send 12 books a 
year. The Governor’s Books From Birth Foundation contributes 
$13; the rest must be raised locally.

Over six years, our Book It 5K has raised $151,070 for the 
two charities.

Book it 5K brings in more than $23,000
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in memory of robert puckett
Dan & Chloee Poag

Mr. & Mrs. Morgan Brookfield III

in honor of Sherry Murphy’s Birthday
Barbara & John Snyder

in memory of Molly lockwood
Mr. & Mrs. Morgan Brookfield III

in honor of and Thanksgiving for 
Barbara Thurmond’s years of service

Bill & Bettie Clemmons

in memory of Jackie McCormack Hill
Madge Saba
Alice Bolton

Andrea Patterson

in memory of Mary Keegan
Swift & Sally Treadwell

Billie Ruth Armstrong Moore
Helen Saino


