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Food & Funds Drive Provides 30,000+ Meals 
to Hungry Neighbors  

CHC partners with neighboring churches in support of Mid-South Food Bank 

When Church of the Holy 
Communion parishioner 
Emily Woodside sees a need, 

she works to fill it. 
“Recently, I had been noticing the 

long streams of cars that were lining up 
around Mid-South Food Bank distribution 
points, like churches,” Woodside said. 
“Clearly, there are a lot of hungry people in 
Memphis right now.”  

Remembering the overwhelming success 
of Holy Communion’s relief effort for 
victims of the 2004 Indonesian tsunami, 

she knew that she could count on her 
church to help feed the bodies and spirits 
of our neighbors facing hunger during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. She brought the 
idea for a food drive at Holy Communion 
to Senior Associate Rector Hester Mathes, 
who heads up outreach ministries. 

“Reverend Hester took the ball and ran 
with it!” said Woodside. 

Soon, what was originally envisioned 
as a morning of outreach at the parish had 
blossomed into a multi-church food and 
funds drive stretching three blocks down 

(Meals continued on page 7)

This fabulous driver extended his day by two hours to pick up food from all three churches that participated in the Food & Funds drive 
for the Mid-South Food Bank on September 12.

“When are we 
going to do 
this again?”

– Clara Hedge, 
10, from Girl Scout Troop 10682
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A Thank-You Note 
to Holy Communion
By Anna Rojas

Anna Rojas

For as 
long as I can 
remember, 
I have loved 
receiving letters 
in the mail. 

More 
importantly, 
though, I 
enjoy writing 
letters to others – 
especially thank-you 
notes. I believe this 
is one of the reasons 
I have become so 
involved in Pastoral 
Care note-writing over 
the past few years.  

When I sat down to write this 
article, I realized that for all the 
thank-you notes I have written in 
my life, I have never sent one to the 
place that has meant so much to me 
throughout my life: my church. I 
have so many reasons to be thankful 
for my Holy Communion family, so 
I thought I would write a letter to 
you all.

Dear Holy Communion Family,

Thank you for being my extended family for over 
thirty years.  Even though I was not baptized in this 
parish when I was a baby, you have supported me and 
kept the promises made to me upon baptism since I 
was five years old.  You provided me the foundation 
in Christian education as a young child and helped 
form the beliefs I have today as an adult. Now I love 
watching my children run to their Sunday School 
classes each week with such eagerness to learn and be 
with their church friends.  Thank you for promising to 
give my children the same spiritual guidance that you 
gave me.

Thank you to our wonderful clergy and staff. 
Without all of you working together, we would not 
have exceptional programs and facilities for our use. 
You have been there for my family and myself through 
the good and bad times. I have always been able to 
turn to our clergy in times of need and celebration. 
Every time I walk through our doors, I am greeted 

by a warm smile and a familiar face. Thank you for 
creating this warm and inviting space for us all.

For these and many other reasons, I promise to 
continue to support our church and staff each year by 
making our stewardship pledge.

Love,
Anna

During this season of stewardship leading up to 
Celebration Sunday, I ask you to think of all the 
blessings in your life because of Holy Communion.  
Please remember these blessings when filling out your 
pledge cards.  We all owe a huge thank-you to our 
church, clergy, and staff.  If you love note writing like I 
do, consider sending in a personal thank-you note to our 
church with your pledge.  
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Consultants appointed for dossal curtain project
 Expertise, reverence hallmarks of design team

One of the many lessons of 2020 is 
that you can call on your friends 
when life hands you complex 

challenges.  
Challenges, for instance, like Church of 

the Holy Communion’s dossal curtain.  
At the completion of the nave’s 

restoration this spring, it became clear that 
the dossal curtain was deteriorating quickly. 
Several attempts to restore and repair the 
curtain were unsuccessful. Following the 
recommendation of Fleming Architects, 
Holy Communion sought to recruit a team 
of professionals with specific expertise in 
Episcopal liturgical art to help us design and 
construct a new dossal curtain.  

In mid-September, the church engaged 
artist Mel Ahlborn as artistic consultant 
for the project. Ahlborn will work alongside 
Patrick Boylan of Grace Liturgical Vestments, 
who is charged with the physical construction 
of the curtain.  

Although Ahlborn is based in 
California’s Bay Area, her ties to our 
congregation run deep. 

“We’re not just colleagues, we’re friends,” 
Ahlborn said of the Reverend Sandy Webb.  

“Sandy and I met more than fifteen years 
ago when we were both working in the Office 
of the Presiding Bishop. At that time, I was the Minister of 
Visual Arts for The Episcopal Church.” She was also Executive 
Director and President of Episcopal Church and the Visual Arts, 
a churchwide network of visual artists working in diverse media.   

In 2006, Ahlborn and Webb worked one-on-one in 
the leadup to the General Convention of The Episcopal 
Church, one of the most important gatherings in the life 
of the denomination. With no cathedral large enough to 
accommodate all the Convention attendees, they were tasked 
with transforming a commercial convention hall into a worship 
space that inspired reverence and awe.  

A few years later, Ahlborn was present for Father Sandy’s 
ordination.  

“Mel Ahlborn has unparalleled knowledge of the Episcopal 
Church’s artistic community and is a delightful collaborator,” 
said Webb. “Her own work calls on techniques that are both 
ancient and modern – from manuscript illumination to digital 
design. I’m glad to have a skilled professional with such deep 
Episcopal roots facilitating this process and giving us advice.” 

Ahlborn’s relationship with Church of the Holy 
Communion is a trusted one, too. In 2015, she was a driving 

force behind the inaugural Sacred Arts 
Festival, where she unveiled an illuminated 
manuscript, now hanging in the Vaughan 
Welcome Center.  

Ahlborn is quick to note that artistic 
expertise is only effective when paired with 
discernment and care. She is communicating 
regularly with a sub-committee of the 
Church Renovations Committee to make 
sure that the design for the new dossal 
curtain captures Holy Communion’s spirit 
and that its symbols, words, and other design 
elements inspire evergreen reverence and 
awe in the nave. 

“I’m working closely with the 
Church Renovations Committee at Holy 
Communion to interpret their ideas for the 
dossal curtain into art. I will draft a variety 

of sketches that will then be sent to the 
committee for feedback,” she said.  

“I am filling the role of recorder and 
interpreter throughout this process. My own 
faith is a very big part of my life, so this is a 
task I take very seriously.”  

Ahlborn is delighted to work with 
Patrick Boylan of Grace Liturgical 
Vestments on the new dossal curtain at 
Holy Communion.  

“There’s simply no one better.”  
Indeed, Boylan’s work though Grace Liturgical 

Vestments was the subject of an in-depth article in the 
Sunday STYLE page of The New York Times. His work 
has been seen at Holy 
Communion in the blue and 
purple vestments we have 
commissioned in recent years.   

Once the Church 
Renovations Committee has 
settled on a design, Ahlborn 
will advise on how it can be best 
executed and on what other 
professionals may be needed 
to execute it. At that point, 
Boylan will begin sewing and 
constructing the curtain from 
premium European textiles.  

The curtain could be 
delivered and installed at 
Holy Communion as soon as 
January, 2021.  

 
 

For questions or 
comments about 
the dossal curtain 

design project, 
please contact the 

Reverend 
Sandy Webb. 

✝

Above: Artist Mel Ahlborn serves as 
artistic consultant for the dossal curtain 
project.  Below: Ahlborn was responsible 
for the liturgical artwork at the General 
Convention of the Episcopal Church in 

2003, 2006, and 2009.
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Get Active This Fall at Holy Communion!

VIRTUAL 
COFFEE HOUR
Sundays @ 11:30 a.m. 
Oct. 4-25
ONLINE

Touch base with Holy Communion friends, staff, and clergy 
each week in our Virtual Coffee Hours via Zoom! This is a great 
opportunity to check in with friends old and new. 

To sign up, go to form.jotform.com/holycmemphis/fall-
coffee-hour

REEL THEOLOGY
Thursday, Oct. 29
Thursday, Dec. 3

If you enjoy movies and theology, you are invited to join us 
for Reel Theology! We’ll view films over the course of the Fall 
(watch at your own convenience) and then join together for a 
Zoom discussion.

This October, we will be watching and discussing 
Stranger Than Fiction (2006), starring Will Ferrell.

To sign up, go to form.jotform.com/holycmemphis/reel-
theology

Foundations oF Faith 
A Back-to-Basics Look at the 
Christian Faith & the Episcopal 
Tradition with Fr. Sandy

Sept. 14-Oct. 14
Video Released: Monday mornings  
Live Zoom Discussions: Wednesdays @ 6:00 p.m.
Covering scripture, theology, and church history, this 

curriculum is similar to Fr. Sandy's signature inquirer's class, My 
Episcopal Life, but it has been modified and expanded for the 
online environment.

sacred Ground: A Film-Based Dialogue 
Series on Race & Faith

Oct. 19-Nov. 18
Video Released: Monday mornings  
Live Zoom Discussions: Wednesdays @ 7 p.m.
Based on a curriculum published by Virginia Theological 

Seminary, Sacred Ground is a film- and readings-based dialogue 
series on race, grounded in faith.  Small groups are invited to 
walk through chapters of America’s history of race and racism, 
while weaving in threads of family story, economic class, and 
political and regional identity.

Sacred Ground is part of Becoming Beloved Community, The 
Episcopal Church’s long-term commitment to racial healing, 
reconciliation, and justice in our personal lives, our ministries, 
and our society. 

To sign up, go to jotform.com/holycmemphis/sacredground

WEEKLY VIRTUAL SCHEDULE
MONDAYS – Adult and Youth Formation Content Drop
WEDNESDAYS – Special Email Announcements, 
    Youth WOW on Zoom 
THURSDAYS – Rector's Bible Study 
SATURDAYS – Saturday Music with Dr. Ouzts 
SUNDAYS – Worship Services, Children’s Chapel,      
    Contemporary Theology in Action, Virtual Coffee Hour

Contemporary Theology In Action / Sundays 
at 9 a.m. via Zoom

Contemporary Theology in Action meets via Zoom Sunday 
mornings at 9:00 a.m. Join us to hear from contemporary, 
progressive theologians and to discuss current events in relation 
to theological ideas. Contact Mike Watson by email for Zoom 
login credentials: mike082162@gmail.com. All are welcome!

Errata:  In "Digital Stewardship: Rethinking Giving 
in the Age of COVID" from the September issue of The 
Communicator, we misprinted that Linda Christopher was 
a member of the Order of  the Daughters of the King.
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YOUTH

Outdoor Gatherings for Youth 
Sundays, Memorial Garden, 6:00 p.m. (-ish), immediately 
following 5:30 Compline. Ends at 7:00 p.m.
Sundays October 4, (Off Oct. 11 for Fall Break), 18, 25.

BYOLC – Bring your own lawn chair

HIGH SCHOOL HANGOUT 
Panera Laurelwood, 3:30-4:30 p.m.
Tuesdays, Oct. 6, Nov. 10, Dec. 8

EYC OUTSIDE
First Saturdays, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m., Shelby Farms
Oct. 3, Nov. 7, Dec. 5
Meet at the Visitor's Center

PRE-YC (4th and 5th Grade)
Memorial Garden, Bring your own blanket and mask!
Oct. 4 3:30-5:30

Get Active This Fall at Holy Communion!

Thank You to everyone 
who made the 10th annual 

Book It a success!!

OUTREACH
Church of the Holy Communion continues to provide 

support to MIFA Meals on Wheels, St. Luke's Food 
Pantry, Constance Abbey, and other nonprofit community 
service organizations during the pandemic. Subcribe to the 
eCommunicator,  Holy Communion's weekly e-newsletter, 
for the most up-to-date opportunities and ways to serve.

To subscribe, go to holycommunion.org/be-in-touch

 

Modern Dentistry of Memphis 
Dr John Reddick and Dr Mark MacGaw 

 
 
www.Drjohnreddick.com 

The Adams Family
Catherine & Bill Bateman, Rebecca & John Bakke, 

Maury/McCain Family, Carmine & Bill Vaughan, 
The Straton Family, David & Marie Dowling, 
Robert & Kendra Propst, The Malmo Family, 
Lilie & Bob Hudson, Tom & Sarah Cowens, 

Lattie Michael & Laurence Kenner, Allison England
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Moving Into a 
New Season of 
Pastoral Care
By the Reverend Jonathan Chesney

Hello, friends!
How are you now? 
As we enter the Fall season and continue to weather, 

roll with, and adapt to the circumstances of life with 
COVID-19, your clergy and Holy Communion 
community continue to offer pastoral care so that everyone 
knows they are cared for and that we are navigating this, as 
all things, together in Christ.

This time of moving forward in familiar ways, doing 
familiar things, while under 
unfamiliar circumstances of 
constriction – all these things 
can feel strange, especially as we 
continue to endure isolation for 
our health and safety. The same 
things may still take more energy, 
wear on us more, and affect us in 
different ways emotionally, perhaps 
differently even than the first days of 
this pandemic or this summer. Each 
phase of life during COVID-19 
seems to require different 
adaptations, so our needs for self-
care are likely even greater with the 
additional stress. 

How are you caring for 
yourself and letting others 
care for you?

In this time with fewer physical 
opportunities to catch up or hear how things are going, your 
Holy Communion clergy and lay Pastoral Care Ministry are 
truly eager for every opportunity to hear how you are doing and 
if there is any way we can support you in the ups and downs of 
our Christian lives. 

•  The lovely volunteers of the Pastoral Care 
Ministry are mostly writing note cards and 
emails these days as we seek to keep each other 
safe but also assure one another that we are here 
in support. 

•  As so many can attest, the Knitting 
Guild continues to bring comfort with every 

prayerful stitch 
to all who are 
gifted with a 
shawl or a prayer 
square, which 
are available to 
anyone in need of 
them during this 
challenging time! 

•  The Healing 
Ministry has met 
and is considering 

new ways to 
reach out and 
offer intercessory 
healing prayer. 
Anyone who feels 
especially called to 
pray for others is 
cordially invited 
to learn more 
about this group as 
they continue this 
important work.

The clergy are 
available by Zoom and 
telephone, and we’d love 
to hear your voice and/
or see your face if you 
would like us to reach 

out, check in, and pray together! For our entire community’s 
safety, we are not making many indoor visits during this time, 
except for emergency or end-of-life situations. However, a 
socially-distant outdoor visit could also be a possibility if it was 
helpful.

The Holy Communion Pastoral Care Ministy and clergy 
continue to brainstorm creative ways to reach out during this 
time, and I am especially glad to hear any ideas, thoughts, or 
feedback about how we can better serve one another as the 
Church. The best way to ensure we know what you would like 
and what you need is to tell us, so please do get in contact with 
me if you would like to be reached out to, know more about 
anything I’ve mentioned, volunteer in this ministry, or share a 
thought or idea.  Thank you!

“... your Holy Communion clergy 
and lay Pastoral Care Ministry 

are truly eager for every 
opportunity to hear how you 
are doing and if there is any 

way we can support you 
in the ups and downs of 

our Christian lives.”
-The Reverend Jonathan Chesney

Associate Rector

Photo by Cindy McMillion
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Walnut Grove Road. Second Baptist Church – located across the 
street from Holy Communion – said they wanted to help, too. 

Within days, Independent Presbyterian Church had signed 
on as well. 

Each faith community recruited volunteers and spread the 
word for the Food & Funds Drive, set for September 12.  

“Just at Holy Communion, we had 54 volunteers come 
out to help, many who weren’t even from our church,” said 
Woodside. “A Boy Scout troop and a Girl Scout troop were both 
represented. I think everyone wanted to come out and lend a 
hand in community with one another.”

Since the drive required in-person interaction, the highest safety 
precautions were put into place. Volunteers signed up for socially-
distanced shifts and wore masks despite the late-Summer heat. 
Safety was the plan. 

What wasn’t in the plan, though, was a 
downpour at the beginning of the drive. 
Gratefully, the clouds soon parted, and 
volunteers, donors, and other cheerleaders 
showed up in droves for the Mid-South 
Food Bank.

“When are we going to do this again?” 
asked Clara Hedge, 10, from Girl Scout 
Troop 10682. 

“The Church Neighbors Food and Fund 
Drive was a great success!” said Haley Scruggs, 
Community Relations Manager at the Mid-
South Food Bank. 

“In total, you raised $10,000 and 
collected 1,432 pounds of food. So you know 
the impact you’re making on our community, 
the amount of food and funds raised equals 
to about 30,958 nutritious meals for local 
families in need.”

“I can’t tell you how grateful I am for the 
amazing teamwork and energy we had on our 
block of Walnut Grove,” said Reverend Hester. 
“Not even the rain could dampen our spirits! 
What a phenomenal show of ecumenical 
collaboration and a fabulous day of raising 
awareness and support for the Mid-South 
Food Bank.”

Meals cont'd from page 1

The rains came down, 
but the volunteers came out! 

Photos by Cindy McMillion

It’s not too late to give to the Mid-South 
Food Bank. To make a gift to help 
feed our neighbors, log on to https://
midsouthfoodbank.harnessapp.com/
wv2/campaign/2287. 
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Church of the Holy Communion, an Episcopal Church 
in the center of Memphis, seeks to be a sacred presence, 

grounded in the servant ministry of Jesus, offering 
spiritual growth opportunities for all.

WORSHIP TIMES
Sundays (Online): 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Sundays (In-Person): 9:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Wednesdays (Online): 12:15 p.m.

Memorials & Honoraria
Received August 16, 2020 – September 15, 2020

In memory of Dianna Fisackerly
Kelly & Sharon Truitt

Carmine & Bill Vaughan
Margaret & Tommy Roberson

Jo-Ellen & Walt Reed
Barbara Wilson

Joe & Cheryl McCormack
(to the Altar Guild)

In memory of Kelly Fisackerly
Kelly & Sharon Truitt

In memory of Jane Campbell
Carmine & Bill Vaughan

In memory of Stig Baird
Martha & Ray Thannisch

In honor of 
Sally & Frank Navarra

Anne Fisher

In memory of Kathy Hunt
Deborah Minor

Ken & Lisa Roberts

In memory of Mary Davis
Jane Adam

In honor of Carter Webster
Karen & Phil Campbell

(to the youth ministry) 

In memory of 
William James Carnathan
Mary Ann & Steve Gammill

In memory of Heloise McKee
Elise Ross

In memory of 
Annette Broadhurst

Vicki & Jim McCullough

In memory of Rudy Schultz
Barbara Wilson

In memory of Peggy Harris
Mimi & Catesby Jones

Anne Maury
Louise & John Stevenson

Brooke Maury
Dana & Stephen Maury


