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Praying for Collierville
Dear Friends,

 On Thursday, September 23, Memphis joined the long list of 
communities that have been the site of a mass shooting in a public 
place.We gather today with a greater sense of our own fragility and with 
the national news feeling entirely too close-to-home. We gather unable to 
avoid the reality that the world we know is a far cry from the peaceable 
kingdom described by the prophets, and a far cry from the Kingdom of 
God described by Christ himself.

Each of us has her own views on what should be done to address 
the scourge of violence that has taken hold of our country and our 
community. Reasonable people can disagree about the best way 
forward. (I continue to believe that a respectful dialogue among people 
of good will is always the best way to discern truth.) But, we cannot 
disagree that we must find a way forward.

Too often, our communities and our elected leaders refuse to talk 
about these important issues because they seem too political or too 
divisive. Avoidance is not our calling. Christians are called to speak 
the truth in love. So, let’s start here: A trip to the grocery store on a 
weekday afternoon should never be a life-threatening experience – 
nor should a trip to a movie theater, or a bowling alley, or a school, 
or a church. Might that be enough of a starting place?

Please join me in praying for all whose lives were touched by this 
terrible event, for everyone whose sense of security has been shattered, for 
the ongoing safety of our brave first responders, and for the souls of every 
person who would perpetrate violence against other people. 

Please also join me in praying that our community will be able 
to find enough common ground to begin a meaningful conversation 
about all the factors that contribute to these terrifying experiences so 
that this incident might finally be the last and that our world might 
begin to look a little bit more like God’s kingdom. 

Let us pray.
Almighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace:
You promise us that our inheritance is a world
in which swords are beaten into ploughshares
and death itself ceases to be.
Give us a share of that inheritance today:
Bless the souls of those who have died,
heal the bodies of those who are wounded,
turn the hearts of those who turn to violence,
and grant us the strength we need to listen and to hear,
the guidance we need to find our way to your kingdom.
All this we ask in the name of the one who said,
“ Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you,”
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Reverend Sandy Webb
Rector
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being baptized on Sept. 19. 
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INTERVIEW: 
Bishop Mark 
Edington

On Sunday, November 14, 
Holy Communion will welcome the 
Right Reverend Mark Edington, 
Bishop in Charge of the 
Convocation of Episcopal Churches 
in Europe, to the Adult Forum, 

where he will discuss how the Episcopal Church has adapted and 
thrived within a more secularized context. 

Minister of Communication Emily Austin recently connected 
with Bishop Edington over video chat to discuss what Episcopal 
congregations stateside can learn from our European siblings. 

EMILY: What is the makeup of Episcopal congregations 
in Europe?
BISHOP EDINGTON: Episcopal churches in Europe 
were planted with the very clear mission to serve American 
Episcopalians in Europe, just as the Church of England 
serves Anglican Christians in England. So, historically, our 
congregations were made of up of American expatriates 
who found their way to us because of the literal American 
presence here – for example, the 380,000 American troops 
who were stationed in Germany in the early 1980’s.

But as those numbers have decreased down to only 

30,000, we are attracting more people drawn to what the 
Episcopal Church stands for. There are no shortages of 
churches in Europe – Europe is kind of what gave us the 
Church – right? People now come to us because we’re 
inclusive and because of the way the Episcopal Church is 
governed democratically. We are welcoming to the LGBTQ+ 
community, and our democratic governance is appealing. 

EMILY: I imagine that one of the liberating things about 
being an Episcopalian in Europe is that you don’t have to 
look a certain way or be a certain way. 

BISHOP EDINGTON: That's interesting. The oversimplified 
– but generally true – assumption about the Episcopal Church 
in America is that it is a church of the elite, of the establishment, 
of power. This was especially true during the 19th century: If 
you were aspirational, then you joined the Episcopal Church 
because it meant that you wanted to be a part of the elite. And 
literally none of that has any meaning here. 

Interestingly, though, it was those elite Americans who 
gave us the gift of these incredible churches here in Europe. 
Right now, I’m speaking to you from a church in Paris, 
France that was built and financed by J.P. Morgan, who also 
built Episcopal churches in Rome and Florence, Italy. 

EMILY: What does that look like when you coexist with 
Anglican churches every day?

BISHOP EDINGTON: Just down the street from many 
of our Episcopal churches in Europe, you will often find 
Anglican congregations. We have to be very clear on why 
it’s legitimate for us to be here. For a long time, we could 
justify our church’s presence by the presence of Americans 
in Europe, but now, we know that we are here to serve our 
local communities in an Episcopal way. To borrow Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry’s phrase, we’re the European vine of 
the Episcopal branch of the Jesus movement. 

EMILY: As the leader of the Episcopal Church in 
Europe, what is giving you hope? What is something 
that you can point to and say, “This is God at work”?

BISHOP EDINGTON: What a good question! There are 
two things, really. First, it’s the resiliency of the people, 
especially the clergy and their relentless determination to 
keep their communities together and connected, even when 
they couldn’t be physically present. Just to see how the 
community endures, no matter what the circumstances are, 
has given me so much hope.

The second thing I derive a lot of hope from is seeing that our 
church has an awful lot to offer, and that we can, in fact, thrive. 
You know, maybe twice a month, I have another community that 
approaches me wanting to join the Episcopal Church because 
they know what we stand for, what sets us apart. 

We stand out, and we stand for something. And that 
gives me a heck of a lot of hope. 

Image courtesy of the Episcopal Church in Europe
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This time last year, we were entering some of the darkest days of the 
pandemic. Vaccines were still beyond the horizon, and worship was just 
about the only in-person activity at Church of the Holy Communion.  

Today, our choir is back in the balcony, and we are singing together as 
a congregation. Our children are back in Sunday school and Children’s 
Chapel, and our youth are meeting for fellowship and formation. The Adult 
Forum has returned. Adult wellness classes have resumed, our youth sports 
program is playing on, and we have even added personal training (and 
pickleball!) to the long list of programs we offer to the community.  

We hired a new children’s minister as an investment in the formation 
of our youngest disciples, and a professional videographer has taken the 
controls of our Sunday morning livestreams.  

We have combatted hunger in our community, we have taught 
children how to read and to sing, and we have welcomed people who first 
connected with us online into our space where they now worship and 
fellowship with us in person.  

We commissioned two beautiful works of art: Our glorious new dossal curtain 
and cross and a new hymn – a song of hope written from within the pandemic.  

None of this would have happened without the ongoing generosity and 
commitment of Holy Communion’s members and friends. Thank you!  

The year ahead offers the promise of even more growth and expansion 
for Church of the Holy Communion. But, Holy Communion’s ability to 
pursue this bright future relies on each one of us, on the pledges we make 
and the gifts we give.  

Through your generosity in the year ahead, we will hire a staff person to 
expand our recreation and wellness ministry and fully inaugurate the use 
of our new athletic and wellness facilities. We will redouble our efforts to 
create meaningful and intentional connections between the church and the 
thousands of people we serve through these ministries every year.  

We will hire a professional communicator to help us spread the word: It’s 
a great time to be at Holy Communion! 

We will launch an entirely new website – and the infrastructure to 
support it – that will enable us to gather with each other more easily online 
and to connect with each other more easily in person.  

 The vestry and the endowment committee have worked hard to 
ensure that construction debt service will not impact our operating 
budget. Every dollar that you give through your 2022 stewardship pledge 
will empower our programs and support our operations. 

 Church of the Holy Communion is ready to accept the challenge of the 
future and to engage the mission that we believe God has given us. Are you? 

Please help us make our vision a reality through a generous, high-
impact pledge for 2022.  

Steve Maury, Senior Warden

Stewardship 2021: 
What a difference a year can make!  

Photo by Cindy McMillion
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By Liz Crowder 

If you’ve ever wanted to make a joyful noise 
to the Lord, but know that singing is not 
your forte, there’s a place for you in the 

Holy Communion Ringers Handbell Choir, 
which is currently recruiting new members.  

There is a wide variety of music arranged 
for bell choirs, so over the years, the Holy 
Communion Ringers have played classical 
works, traditional hymns, global music, and 
more.  Annually, we participate in the River 
City Ring Bell Festival with other bell choirs 
from around the Mid-South. 

Holy Communion has three octaves of 
bells and chimes, and the Ringers are currently 
recruiting new members in order to have enough 
members to play every one of them. While a 
knowledge of reading music is helpful, no prior 
bell ringing experience is required to join the 
Ringers. In fact, most of the choir’s current 
ringers had no bell experience before joining. 

And this Fall is the perfect time to join, 
as old and new members alike will have the opportunity 
to learn alongside acclaimed composer, conductor, 
and handbell clinician Sondra K. Tucker, whose sacred 

compositions for handbells, organ, and choir 
are in the catalogs of most major church 
music publishing houses. 

A well-loved friend of Holy Communion, 
Tucker returns to us this October to assist with the 
entire Music Ministry while Minister of Music and 
Liturgy David Ouzts recovers from surgery. 

 “I’m excited to return to Holy Communion,” 
said Tucker.  My husband Roger and I were active 
in Church of the Holy Communion’s handbell 
choir before our move to Houston in late 2019, 
and we’re looking forward to a permanent return 
to Memphis as retirees in a couple of years!” 

Tucker was Founder and Artistic 
Director of the Houston Chamber Ringers, 
and she founded the Pyramid Ringers of 
Memphis, Tennessee.  She is Handbell Editor 
for Alfred Handbell, a division of Jubilate 
Music Group.  She holds a Bachelor’s degree 
in music education from The University of 
Arkansas and a Master of Sacred Music degree 
from the University of Memphis. Sondra 

has earned the Associate and the ChoirMaster certificates 
from the American Guild of Organists, and she is an active 
keyboardist and flutist. 

 

Ringing in the Fall 
with the Holy Communion Ringers Handbell Choir 

Sondra K. Tucker

Photo by Cindy McMillion

Our first practice for the 2021-22 year is on October 3.  We practice on Sundays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. during the school year 
and break for the summer.  Additionally, we perform at the 10:30 a.m. Sunday service about once a month.   

If you are interested in learning more, please contact Liz Crowder, choctaw914@mac.com. 

Liz Crowder
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Get Moving this OCTOBER at Holy Communion!

Adult Formation
Oct. 3 & 10: St. Paul’s Letter to the 
Philippians: Finding Courage, Hope and Faith | 
presented by Fr. Sandy |  Fr. Sandy leads a start-to-finish reading 
and discussion of St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians. Come and let 
this beautiful text offer encouragement and fill you with hope. 

Oct. 17:  TBD 

Oct. 24: Hall of Faith | presented by Cindy McMillion 
Throughout the spring and summer of 2021, senior 

parishioners of Church of the Holy Communion were invited to 
talk about their faith experiences, both as individuals and as part 
of a faith community. Twenty-one seniors ages 80 to 100 agreed 
to participate in the interview project. The resulting stories paint 
a picture of what it means to live faithfully in the kingdom 
of God. On Sunday, October 24, at 9:15 am in the Parish 
Hall, photographs and stories from our senior members will 
be presented in a special Adult Formation offering. Extended 
family members are invited and welcome to join us! 

Oct. 31: All Hallowtide: Things Seen and Unseen | 
presented by Fr. Jonathan 

Join Fr. Jonathan on this All Hallows’ Eve formation for 
reflection and conversation around spooky season, things that 
go bump in the night, living in the moment by considering the 
future, and what any of it has to do with modern faith! 

Baptisms 
September 19, 2021 

Ruth Louise Arehart 
Parents: Matthew & Mary Grace Arehart 

Georgina Byrd Chesney 
Parents: Jonathan & Alison Chesney 

Mayrene Dillard Hunt  
Parents: Harrison and Stewart Hunt 

Harper McLelland DeLoach 
Parents: Scott & Caroline DeLoach 

  

  

 

  

 

 

Day Time Class Room Instructor 
 
 
Monday 

7:00 to 10:30 a.m. Personal Training by Appt WR 
211/209 

Marietta Haaga 

8:30 to 10:00 a.m. All Levels Yoga WR 211 Janet Katz 
11:30 to 12:30 pm Tai Chi  WR 209 Shelia Rae 
4:15 to 5:15 p.m. Gentle Yoga WR 209 Kirsti Burgener 
6:00 to 7:00 p.m.. Body Boost Class Outdoors FIT4Mom Instructor 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Zumba  Gym Edgar Gipanago 

Tuesday 4:15 to 5:15 p.m. Intermediate Yoga WR 209 Kirsti Burgener 
6:30 p.m. Body Well (FIT4Mom) Outside FIT4Mom Instructor 

Wednesday 

7:00 to 10:30 am Personal Training by Appt WR 
209/211 

Marietta Haaga 

8:30 to 10:00 am All Levels Yoga WR 209 Janet Katz 
11:30 to 12:30 pm Tai Chi WR 209 Shelia Rae 
4:15 to 5:15 p.m. Gentle Yoga WR 209 Kirsti Burgener 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Zumba Gym Edgar Gipanago 

Thursday 
11:00 am to 12:00 pm Chair Yoga (starts October 14) WR 211 Hollie Comas 
4:15 to 5:15 pm Intermediate Yoga WR 209 Kirsti Burgener 
6:00 p.m. FIT4Baby (PreNatal Yoga) Outdoors FIT4Mom Instructor 
6:30 pm Body Well (FIT4MOM) Outdoors FIT4Mom Instructor 

Friday 9:00 to 10:15 am All Levels Yoga WR 209 Helen Anne DiMeglio 

Saturday 7:15 to 8:15 a.m. Body Back FIT4MOM Outdoors FIT4Mom Instructor 
9:30 to 10:30 am Zumba Gym Edgar Gipanago 
10:30 to 11:45 am All Levels Yoga WR 209 Hollie Comas 

Sunday     
3:30 to 4:30 pm All Levels Yoga WR 209 Janet Katz 

 

 

Church of the Holy Communion 
Recreation & Wellness  
October, 2021 

FITNESS 
AND 

RECREATION
October 2021 

CLASS SCHEDULE 

For more information, or to 
register, contact Julie Fike at 

juliefike@holycommunion.org

Photo by Cindy McMillion
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Get Moving this OCTOBER at Holy Communion!

YOUTH Contact Carter Webster for more details or questions: cwebster@holycommunion.org

Pre-YC!
Pre-YC (4th and 5th grade) | 2:30-3:30 p.m.   

October 24, November 28, December 19 

EYC CAMP OUT

S A V E  T H E  D A T E  

M O R E  I N F O  T O  C O M E !  

October 16, 2021
St. Columba Conference Center 

St. Columba Campout!
Did someone say s'mores? 6-12th grade 
youth are invited to a campout at 
St. Columba on October 16-17! 

This is an overnight event and will be 
Bring-Your-Own-Tent.
If you need help locating a tent to borrow for 
the weekend, please contact Carter!

Registration is open!

Minister of 
Recreation and 
Wellness
Church of the 
Holy Communion seeks 
to appoint a full-time lay 
Minister of Recreation 
and Wellness. To view the 

job description and application instructions, please go to 
holycommunion.sitewrench.com/job-openings

FITNESS AND RECREATION (continued) | For more information, contact Julie Fike at juliefike@holycommunion.org

Winter Basketball 
Registration is 
Open!  
Teams fill up quickly for the 
2021-2022 youth basketball season, 
so register early!  To register, go to 
holycommunion.org/
winter-basketball-2021. Photo by Cindy McMillion
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Dear Friends,
 
All of Holy Communion’s ministries are 
supported by the professionalism and dedication 
of our parish staff. I am writing to let you 
know about two transitions that will be taking 
place on the parish staff later this year, and 
that another member of the staff will be taking 
temporary medical leave for the next few weeks.
 
Julie Fike, our Director of Recreation and 
Wellness, will retire in December. Julie has 
served Holy Communion faithfully and well 
for more than twenty years. (She is the only 
remaining member of the program staff to 
have been appointed by the Reverend Reynolds 
Cheney!) In that time, Julie’s ministry has 
touched tens of thousands of lives: Her 
youth sports programs focus on wellness and 
wholeness and bring together children from 
across racial and socioeconomic divides. Her 
adult wellness classes promote strength and 
health in our community. Her work on the 
Book It 5K provides meaningful opportunities 
for our community to gather and has enabled 
Church of the Holy Communion to raise more 
than $265,000 to support childhood literacy 
in the Mid-South. On top of all this, Julie was 
deeply involved in the design of the Athletic 

and Wellness Center that 
we share with St. Mary’s 
Episcopal School and 
in re-thinking all of our 
recreation and wellness 
ministries in response 
to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Julie truly 
leads the league; she will 
be deeply missed.
 
Emily Austin, 
our Minister of 
Communication, who 
also serves the Diocese 
of West Tennessee, will 
transition out out of 
parish ministry and 
into full-time diocesan 
ministry on January 1. 
Emily was the invisible 
hand that kept Church 

of the Holy Communion connected throughout 
the COVID-19 pandemic. She was our first 
learner of livestream and our first responder for 
livestream problems. Amidst all of this, Emily 
maintained Holy Communion’s signature level of 
excellence with print publications, dramatically 
expanded our presence on social media, and has 
developed a plan for website redevelopment that 
will truly take our online ministries to the next 
level. Though Emily’s time on the parish staff was 
short, the legacy she leaves will be great.
 
We will find ways of celebrating each of these 
talented ministers later this year. Until then, 
please join me in thanking Julie and Emily 
for their faithful service in this place. I am in 
conversation with the Executive Committee 
of the Vestry and with Senior Associate Rector 
Hester Mathes about how best to shape these 
two positions moving forward; more details 
about the search for their successors will be 
forthcoming in the next few weeks.
 

The Reverend Sandy Webb
Rector
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Memorials & Honoraria
Received August 16, 2021 –  September 15, 2021

In memory of 
The Rev. & Mrs. Charles B. Hoglan

to the 
Easter to Easter Challenge

Laura Hoglan

In memory of Sallie Watson
Sherry & Mike Murphy

Richard & Betty Hoffman
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Jack 

and family
Stella O. Blocker

Sam & Tonya Rembert
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip H. McNeill

Mrs. Hallie McNeill Ward
Ann Duncan
Alice Bolton

Dr. Emily “Boo” Ruch
Barbara Wilson

to the 
Easter to Easter Challenge

All Saints’ Guild

In memory of 
Lorin B. Allen, Jr.
Walter D. Wills, III

Steve & Margaret Dean

In memory of David Dando
Curtis Wegener
Barbara Wilson

to the 
Easter to Easter Challenge

Tom & Laurie Rieman

In honor of the 
20th Wedding Anniversary 

of Madeline & Metcalf Crump
Jo-Ellen & Walt Reed

In memory of 
Barbara Thurmond

Sally & Frank Navarra
Cheryl & Joe McCormack
The family of O.B. Barker: 

Betty Jean, Sandy, and Anne
Catherine Snell

Pam & Chuck Tracy
Margaret Taylor

Marsha Sutherland
Barbara Wilson

Donna, Doug & Katie Byrnes
Mike & Jan Jaeger

Spiegler Blevins 
& Company, PC

William & Caroline Roark
Alice Bolton

James Robert Viers, Jr.
Madge Saba

Peggy & Charles Carter
Marvin & Marcia Gilliam

to the 
Easter to Easter Challenge

Emily Woodside & Bill Falvey
Debbie & Robert Campbell

In memory of 
Eddys Rough

Steve & Margaret Dean

In memory of 
Don Malmo

Jeanne & Richard Hollis
Lura & Steve Turner

Stacey & Nat Johnson
George & Wanda Whitsitt

Mr. & Mrs. L. Kirkpatrick Bobo
Billie Anne Williams
Lisa & Chip Grayson

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Edwards
Kyle & Maelyse Webb

Gay Boyd
to the 

Easter to Easter Challenge
Barb & Brad Boucher

In memory of 
Larkin Bryant

to the 
Easter to Easter Challenge

Gina Webb
to Friends of Music

Barbara Wilson

In memory of 
Sara Ouzts

to Friends of Music
Barbara Wilson
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“WHAT’S GOING 
ON IN THE NEWS?” 
my father asked a shopkeeper on 
a beautiful summer’s day in my 
childhood. “Well,” the shopkeeper 
replied, “not much aside from the 
hurricane that’s going to hit us 
tomorrow.” 

There was no sarcasm in the shopkeeper’s response. We were 
staying on a rural island off the coast of Maine in the days before 
internet and cable news. It was easy to become disconnected. 
In fact, disconnection was part of the attraction to island life. 
We received our news through the original social network: 
Neighbors telling neighbors what they needed to know. 

I returned to that same island this summer as part of my 
sabbatical in the hope of finding another weather report – this 
time for the church. 

According to the Pew Research Forum, more than half 
of adults in each of the four states that comprise central 
and northern New England – Maine, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, and Vermont – report being unaffiliated with a 
religious tradition or being of no particular religious tradition 
at all. Almost half of adults in each of these states report 
attending religious services seldomly or never. 

As the rector of a large Episcopal parish in a place 
where the traditional model of “doing church” is still doing 
fine, I wonder: Will this be our future? Will our buildings 
ultimately become restaurants and art museums, offices and 
apartments like the ones I saw driving through the villages of 
Mid-Coast Maine? 

At Church of the Holy Communion in Memphis, we 
have strong attendance at worship and formation, good 
financial support, and meaningful community engagement. 
My sabbatical follows a successful capital campaign and 
facility restoration project. 

The weather is fine for us, but storm clouds are 
beginning to gather. In the eight years that I have served 
in Memphis: Our local newspaper has stopped publishing 
its weekly religion section. Sunday morning sports have 
worked their way into our kids’ schedules. Our diocese 
closed two of its 31 congregations.

Again, I wonder: What can churches that currently 
find themselves in positions of strength do now to prepare 
ourselves for a future that may look very different from 
our past?

I approach this question as a practitioner and an 
institutionalist, as the full-time rector of a vibrant 
congregation and as one who sees continuing value in the 
traditions and structures that have defined our experience of 
the church for centuries. But, I also approach this question as 
a pragmatist, as one who is willing to look at our inheritance 
with a critical eye and acknowledge the reality of our 
changing circumstances. 

The hurricane that snuck up on us in my childhood was the 
first full-fledged hurricane to hit New England in six years and 
only the sixth in forty years. Even though we lacked experience 
with this type of storm, we knew there was nothing we could 
do to stop it. We had to prepare. So it is for congregations that 
currently find themselves in positions of strength: Cultural 
secularism is coming, even in places that have never had to 
deal with it before.
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Watching the Weather
Preparing Vibrant Congregations to Thrive in a Secular Future

By The Reverend Sandy Webb
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“ The truth of the 
Gospel does not 

change, but people do 
and the church must.”

Better programming will not be enough to weather this 
storm. Attracting more young families will not be enough. 
The church needs to adopt an entirely new mindset.

The time to prepare for a storm is before the weather 
changes. These are the questions that congregations like mine 
need to be asking now:

•  In the future, people’s expectations of the church will be 
different. Do we know what those expectations are and are we 
ready to respond to them? 

•  In the future, people’s understanding of power will be 
different. Have we started incorporating “new power” into our 
largely “old power” systems? 

•  In the future, people’s relationship with their money 
will be different. How can we respond to diverse motivations 
for giving? 

•  In the future, people’s engagement with the church will 
be different. What can we learn from the experience of church 
leaders in now-secular ministry contexts?

I will address each of these questions in a subsequent essay, 
but here’s the bottom line: The truth of the Gospel does not 
change, but people do and the church must. 

Thinking too deeply about the future of denominational 
Christianity can feel a lot like visiting with the Ghost of 
Christmas Future. None of the projections are good. But, like 
Ebenezer Scrooge, we can reject the future that seems inevitable 
and build the future that we would rather see. “Are these the 
shadows of the things that Will be,” Scrooge asks his third 
visitor, “or are they shadows of things that May be, only?” 

Our new, secular age still needs what the church has 
to offer – faith, hope, love, grace, forgiveness, selflessness, 
transcendence, structure – perhaps now more than ever. The 
church’s only challenge is figuring out how to share its treasure 
in an unfamiliar environment. 

Church of the Holy Communion’s vestry and I will reflect 
on these questions in the year ahead, and I hope that other 
vestries and rectors will do the same. Let’s take this journey 
together. Let’s be motivated and intentional, courageous and 
bold. Let’s be resurrection people and find our way to vibrancy 
and relevance in this new, more secular era.

This article originally appeared in Vital Practices, a 
publication of the Episcopal Church Foundation, 

on August 25, 2021.

Fr. Sandy will lead an online discussion of this article 
on Tuesday, October 19, at 7:00 p.m. 

Register by e-mailing Mary Beth Darrow 
(mbdarrow@holycommunion.org) in the parish office. 
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Church of the Holy Communion is a sacred presence in the 
center of Memphis, a welcoming church that gives glory to God 

through worship, service, and learning.
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September 30, 2021:
$264,052.14

Easter-to-Easter
The Easter-to-Easter 

Challenge continues to 
close the gap on our capital 
construction project – the 
difference between what 
we spent and what we 
expect to receive.

We began with a 
goal of raising $475,000 
and have already raised 
more than $264,000. 
That leaves less than 
$211,000 left to go! 
Gifts have come in all 
sizes – tens of dollars up 
to tens of thousands – 
and each one has had a 
direct impact on our bottom line. Will your gift bring us across 
our next milestone: Having less than $200,000 left to raise? 

Our goal is simple: Finishing our season of construction 
debt-free. Because of the way this challenge is structured, the 
math is just as simple: Every dollar you give brings us one 
dollar closer to our goal. With all of our interest expenses 
covered for the first year by an anonymous parishioner family, 
every gift has its full impact. 

Give today by sending a check to the parish office with 
“Easter-to-Easter Challenge” written in the memo line, or by 
clicking “GIVE” on our website (www.holycommunion.org).

Inspiration begets beauty! 
When parishioners Joan Biddle, a poet, and Stacey 

Johnson, an artist, were brought together this past August for 
an Adult Forum panel discussion on the intersection between 
art and faith, they barely knew each other. But since then, 
these two creatives have collaborated to create beautiful work 
that gestures toward the divine. Inspired by Joan's poem titled 
"White Dove," Stacey recently created a painting that was 
unveiled at the Eclectic Eye Gallery in September. 


