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(Long-range continued on page 11)

In ten sessions in 
September, the 
congregation, the 

people who work for it 
and the Vestry looked 
hard at the role this 
body of faith plays 
in the city and the 
intersection of Perkins 
and Walnut Grove, and 
began projecting out.

The notes alone are 
voluminous.

“There was a whole 
variety of suggestions, 
everything from 
making sure we always 
have this wonderful 
youth group to 
suggesting how the chancel area should be re-arranged,” said 
Marlene Shaw, clerk of the Vestry and head of its long-range 
planning committee.

The committee’s work, which will go on through the fall, is 
to distill the notes and observations into four broad categories of 
trends and church functions and build them into a plan for the 
next three to five years. The committee’s first draft will go to the 
Vestry in November. 

“What we will draft will be more strategy. We will leave the 
development of special actions to the staff and clergy or some ad 
hoc committee that Sandy might appoint,” Shaw said.

Based on Vestry comments in November, the committee will 
reconvene to tweak the plan and turn it back to the Vestry for 
a vote in December. The final version will be shared with the 
congregation at the Annual Meeting in January.

“This is such a good time for Holy Communion to be doing 
this,” Shaw says. “The obvious reason is we have these new 
facilities coming on-line. And it’s also Sandy’s fifth anniversary. 
But the threat in our culture is also that many churches are 
closing. Church attendance is declining. There are Episcopal 

churches that are not 
going to be able to keep 
their doors open. That 
is something in our 
culture that we have 
to be mindful of. And 
what is our defense 
against that?”

As a head of 
Episcopal schools, St. 
Mary’s included, Shaw 
has led numerous 
long-range planning 
projects. She advises 
large private schools 
across the country 
that are assessing 
their direction and 
sustainability and has 

been on nonprofit boards involved in the same work.
Churches are different, largely because they tap into deeper 

spiritual and emotional attachments and the people involved 
often have long-term ties to the institution.

“That makes them often value the historical pieces of their 
story and traditions,” Shaw said.

The tension is that remaining vital often involves change.
“With a wonderful spirit of enthusiasm running through 

our church family, with a dynamic staff now assembled, and 
with new buildings about to be completed, most of our previous 
strategic goals have been achieved,” Sandy said.

“Our strategic planning process invites us to look ahead and 
make investments now that will pay dividends later.”

Neel Gammill is a member of the long-range planning 
committee and attended a handful of the sessions. He was struck 
by number of times people mentioned or implied the need for 
intergenerational activities.

This is the first time in many peoples’ memory that Holy 
Communion has formally looked at itself and taken strategic 
steps to think about what it wants to be.

Long-range Plan Starts with Strategic Questions

Photo by Cindy McMillion
The congregation and other groups in the church took stock in September of the direction 

they would like to see the church take in the next five years.
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Mandy Rough walked into transitional housing in a 
converted suite of Sunday school rooms, wondering 

how this volunteer assignment was going to play out. In 
the space of a few minutes, she was relaxed and chopping 
vegetables for taco night, a Family Promise tradition at 
Second Baptist.

“It was really very pleasant. The families were super 
nice, friendly and easy to talk to. We talked liked we were 
friends,” Rough said.

Family Promise is a national organization of inter-
faith groups opening their hearts and places of worship to 
families in need of transitional housing.  About 20 faith 
groups in Memphis form the local network. Each provides 
housing three or four weeks a year.

The work is critical because most homeless shelters take 
only men or women, not both. For single mothers with 
teenage boys, for instance, the limitations mean the family 
will have to be split up, adding anxiety to an already-
stressful time.

Rough didn’t know what to expect. She signed up to 
volunteer, she said, because she wanted to help people in 
need. 

“First of all, it was a smaller group than I expected. 
I had the impression it was going to be big and sort of 
overwhelming.  It was small and very personal. We were 
serving two families. The mothers could not have been 
nicer. The kids were super polite and cute. They talked to us 
too. It was really enjoyable.”

Rough worked the 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. shift, which 

includes setting 
out the evening 
meal, refilling 
drinks, helping with 
cleanup, if necessary, 
and being available 
for questions.

“The families 
do the cleanup. It’s 
important because 
they don’t want 
people to feel they 
need to be waited 
on. The two mothers in the group were washing dishes and 
chatting and laughing,” Rough said.

“They were just regular people you might see anywhere. 
The kids had on school uniforms. You would never know 
they are homeless.”

Family Promise, a network that began with one family 
in 1988, today offers service in 43 states. More than 80 
percent of the families find housing in less than nine weeks.  
According to its national statistics, 58 percent of the clients 
are children, and more than half of them are under the age 
of 6.

Besides offering housing, Family Promise works to 
prevent vulnerable populations from becoming homeless. 
It also helps people in transition look for work, including 
workforce development training.  

Family Promise works in eight cities in Tennessee. In 

Family Promise brings Mission Field to Neighborhood

Family Promise provides 
transitional housing 

in Memphis with the 
help of churches. Holy 

Communion’s partnership 
with Second Baptist 

gives us a chance to fight 
homelessness by providing 

an evening meal or signing 
up to serve the families at 

the church. Family Promise 
gives homeless families a 

way to stay together. Many 
shelters in Memphis are not 
able to accommodate them. 

Photos by Cindy McMillion 

(Promise continued on page 3)
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“Unfortunately 
for them, their 
everyday life is 
different from 

anything I have 
experienced.”

–Barb Boucher

Family Promise brings Mission Field to Neighborhood

2015, the statewide network served 102 families. By 2017, 
that number had jumped to 161.

In Memphis, Family Promise has served 17 families 
so far this year. It is one of four 
emergency shelters in the city set up 
to serve families, but there are never 
enough beds.

Second Baptist has participated 
for 20 years.  A crew of volunteers 
comes in on Sunday afternoon to 
transition Sunday school classrooms 
into a residence hall. There is a 
bedroom for each family and separate 
rooms for the overnight hosts, plus a 
TV lounge. The church also sections 
off a portion of its parish hall, which 
is used for the gathering room. It is 
connected to a catering-size kitchen.

Holy Communion and Second 
Baptist are in a yearlong phase of 
looking at what the partnership could 
look like in the future.

“This ministry has allowed us to 
respond to a tremendous need in the 
community. It breaks down some 
stereotypes about who is homeless and 
that it takes a lot of different shapes. 
At the most basic level, it challenges 
people to simply serve without 
judging,” said Reverend Daniel 
Johnson, who helps with the ministy 
at Second Baptist.

Holy Communion got involved last 
year, adding volunteers to the roster of 
people it takes to pull the mission off.

Last spring, in the first week of the 
joint project, a half-dozen volunteers 
from Holy Communion signed up. 
In the first week of September, the 
second time the two churches served together, the number 
of Holy Communion volunteers doubled. The next week 
of service is November 25 -December 2. Organizers hope 
to double the number again.

“Ideally, Holy Communion will be able to provide 20-
24 volunteers a week,” said the Reverend Hester Mathes. 
“That would be covering every shift, plus a few of the 
overnight shifts, and providing evening meals.”

For Rough, helping with the dinner-time shift was an 
easy and fun way to close the day.

“I was supposed to be there three hours. I didn’t need 
to stay that long. When I left, the mothers were taking 
showers and the kids were doing their homework.

“Rick was out of town, and it was just a very pleasant 
way to try to make a difference for someone else.”

Dianne and Charlton Lyons brought the evening meal 
one night. It was a team effort 
started by Minetry Crowley.

“Minetry saw the need in The 
Communicator and talked to me 
about it,” Dianne Lyons said. 

”Our son, Lewis, and his wife, 
Carly, made homemade macaroni 
and cheese. Charlton and I made 
sautéed chicken thighs. Minetry 
made cookies and wrapped them up 
individually in a little bag tied with 
raffia. People could take them back 
to their space. Someone else brought 
milk and iced tea.

“I dropped it all off and Milton 
Rogers heated it up. It was not hard at 
all. We were told how many to cook 
for, including how many children 
and if there was anyone with a food 
allergy.”

Barb Boucher, who is coordinating 
volunteers for the next service week, 
did her first overnight shift in early 
September.

“I went to bed at 10 p.m. and got 
up early the next morning to help 
with breakfast. I was completely 
comfortable, and I would not hesitate 
to do another night shift,” Boucher 
said.

“The families left at 7:15 a.m. I 
walked back into the area to make 
sure the doors were locked and that 
everything was neat and in order.  
Then I left. It was that easy.

“The parents take care of clean up 
and put everything away. The overnight host is there so they 
are not alone. 

“I found they needed very little. They are living the lives 
they live every day. Unfortunately for them, their everyday 
life is different from anything I have experienced. They 
sleep in a different place each week, but it’s not like they are 
waiting for people to take care of them,” Boucher said.

“They are temporarily misplaced. They may have support 
systems and families who are not able to take them in for 
the whole time they are displaced,” she said.

Boucher said she has been particularly touched by the 
ordinariness of the people served through Family Promise.

“After dinner, I sat in the laundry room and chatted with 

Promise cont'd from page 2

(Promise continued on page 11)
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Seven months after the people of the Episcopal Diocese of 
West Tennessee talked about what they wanted in a new 

bishop, the slate of nominees is out.
On October 25, the three nominees will be in Memphis 

for the Walkabout visits. The nominees will spend the first 
part of the day at St. Columba Retreat and Conference Center 
with clergy from the diocese. Members of Episcopal churches 
in Memphis are invited to meet the nominees in person from 
5:30 to 9 p.m. at St. Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral.

After a trip to the National Civil Rights Museum and 
lunch with the bishop the following day, the nominees will 
travel to Dyersburg to meet parishioners from outside Shelby 
County at the Dyersburg Chamber of Commerce.

The search process is as democratic as possible. Church of 
the Holy Communion is playing a large role. Parishioner Ben 
Adams was one of six laypeople from across the diocese asked 
to serve on the 12-member search committee.

The Reverend Sandy Webb is chairperson of the transition 
committee, a 12-member group equally divided between 
clergy and laypeople that now steps to the fore to shepherd 
the nominees’ visit, oversee the voting process and help the 
newly elected bishop settle into her new office.

The church’s director of operations, Mary Beth Darrow, is 
coordinating logistics for the process, including the Walkabouts.
Hester is a member of the committee planning the time the 
nominees will spend with clergy, delegates and laypeople. 

 “We learn so much about other people when we meet 
them face to face. The Walkabouts give us a chance to meet the 
candidates personally. Everyone should come,” Sandy said.

The new bishop will be elected by clergy and selected lay 
leaders on Saturday, November 17. The consecration service, 
led by Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, is May 4 at Hope 
Church in Cordova.

The Reverend Dr. Randy McCloy, longtime deacon at Holy 
Communion, is a member of the Standing Committee, which 
is in charge of overseeing the whole process. The eight-member 

group is made up of equal numbers of clergy and laypeople.
“What has impressed me most was the willingness of all 

members of the three committees to work diligently and 
faithfully toward the end of selecting the next bishop,” Randy 
said, adding that the end goal would not happen without the 
“many, many hours” of work “by good and faithful people.”

The Diocese of West Tennessee is the second in the 
history of the Episcopal Church to name an all-female slate. 
The Diocese of Kansas was the first in mid-August. The 
Diocese of Colorado named a slate of two women and a man 
in July. In September, it dropped the male candidate.

“I understand there is a lot of interest in the female slate,” 
Adams said. “To be honest, it just wasn’t an issue. Clearly, 
the three best candidates unanimously chosen happened to 
be females. We never had to get into a diversity discussion 
because it was clear and compelling.”

The diocese did not release the number of applicants.
Adams said “virtually” all of the candidates were well-qualified 

to be bishop of this diocese. He met most of them personally, 
and either interviewed them himself or watched videos of their 
interviews with other members of the search committee.

“I’m excited about all three of the candidates. I would be 
happy for any of the three to be elected bishop,” Adams said.

The diocese is looking for a strong person of faith who can 
connect Episcopalians from West Tennessee to others in the 
nation and world. But it is also looking for someone to build 
trust among clergy and the laity, is committed to diocesan-
wide youth ministry and is engaged in social justice issues.

Details about the nominees, including their resumes 
and their answers to questions about how they live their 
commitment, reconcile diversity and would use their specific 
gifts in this racially and economically diverse diocese can be 
found at https://wtnbishop.com. 

In June 2017, the Right Reverend Don E. Johnson 
announced his plans to retire. He has served as bishop of the 
Diocese of West Tennessee since 2001.

Bishop nominees will visit Memphis this Fall

The Reverend 
Marian Dulaney Fortner

The Reverend 
Sarah D. Hollar

The Reverend 
Phoebe A. Roaf

Submitted photos
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About five years ago, for a startling moment or two, 
Jerusalem Greer saw the complete frenzy and panic that was 
her everyday life and resolutely set out to change.  

For years, she’d felt her own soul was fraying. But it was 
her children that made her realize the constant hustling and 
worrying had to stop.

“My oldest son was about to start 
ninth grade. I realized how little time 
we had left as a family unit,” she says.

“I realized this was the last gasp 
of our family being this particular 
way, and that I was going to miss the 
opportunity to create the life I had 
always dreamed of.

 “I wanted my children to have very 
full, rich childhoods and adolescence. 
They don’t get it again, and you as 
their parents, don’t get it again. It 
made me take stock of the whole 
picture. Not just my parenting, but 
our entire way of living,” Greer said.

On Sunday, November 4, Greer, 
minister of formation and connection 
at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in 
Conway, Ark., will lead the Adult 
Forum. Her topic is “Everyday Grace,” 
the mental mantra that now defines 
her life view.

"Jerusalem Greer is on the team 
of people that the Presiding Bishop 
has trusted to lead his initiative 
to reshape the Episcopal Church 
through evangelism and revival. 
I worked with her at the General 
Convention this past summer, and 
was immediately taken with her 
insightfulness and kindness," the 
Reverend Sandy Webb said.

Everyday grace, Greer says, is the 
assurance that humans can see God’s love in simple pleasures 
that are more visible when people intentionally focus on their 
emotional and psychological lives.

She speaks as a convert.
“I ran myself so ragged and frayed. I was worn thin in 

an effort to try to create what I thought was happiness and 
contentedness and being all things for all the people all the 
time,” she said.

“I was always frantic and grasping, and it always felt that 
with one wrong move, the whole tower was going to fall. I 
was living on the precipice of falling apart.”

Greer laughs when she says she decided to start

simplifying one Lent by giving up multitasking.
“I had to allow myself to do some inner work. So, instead 

of watching TV or listening to podcasts while doing laundry, 
I would just do laundry. When I drove my car, I would just 
drive and not talk on the phone or listen to the radio. I 

practiced being completely intent on 
one thing.

“My husband says it broke my 
multi-tasker,” Greer says with a 
chuckle. “It opened up space inside 
me for prayer and reflection and to 
see grace in the everyday, the simply 
sacred moments. Something just 
slowed down inside me. I wasn’t 
frenetic or frantic.”

When the old feelings bubble 
up, Greer practices being patient 
with herself and takes time to walk 
through what is driving the anxiety. 

 “Perfection is not the driving 
force of my life anymore. It’s not, 
‘If I’m not at this place in my career 
by a certain point, I have failed or 
the missed the chance.’ All I can 
really say is it really did open the 
space inside of me to notice and be 
present,” she says.

She’s aware that she feels more relaxed 
in many situations, including in the 
hospital visits she does for her parish. 

“People in the hospital don’t need 
you to have an answer. You can just 
be there. I used to feel like I needed 
to provide wisdom or an answer. I 
have gotten a lot more comfortable 
with ambiguity and being present.”

She enjoys helping people learn the 
discipline of living more intentionally. 
And she gently dissuades them if they 

think the next era in their lives will be easier.
“The world will always take as much as we will give it. It’s 

up to us to say, ‘No, this is enough. I have enough money 
and stuff.  I am happy with my physical form.’”

The simple and ubiquitous washing machine is her 
touchpoint.

“It was invented to make our lives easier. But instead 
of spending Tuesday washing like we used to, we used the 
washing machine as a way to try to do more. Now, we’re 
always behind on laundry because there is no dedicated 
time to do it. We’ve created lives where we are cramming 
everything into the margins.”

Rejoicing in Simplicity Opens Space for Peace

Jerusalem Greer is on the staff at St. Peter’s 
Episcopal in Conway, Ark. Greer, an author and 

leturer, is speaking to our Adult Forum 
on November 4.

Submitted photo

“My husband 
says it broke my 
multi-tasker.”

– Jerusalem Greer
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October at CHC   Tell Your Story | Take a Journey | Make a Difference

 

SuNdayS at 9:15 a.m. 
aduLt FORuM
October 14
Invite, Welcome, Connect

Minister of Hospitality Elizabeth Coldiron will help 
us look at how we invite and integrate newcomers into 
the church family. We will brainstorm ways to build 
on the success and connect all our people into deeper 
engagement.

October 21 & 28
Meet the new Associate Priest

On October 21, spend some time and getting to know 
Jonathan Chesney, the new associate rector. 

On October 28, he’ll share his view of the purpose and 
practice of pastoral care,  both individually and as a parish. 

November 4
Everyday Grace

Author Jerusalem Greer speaks on finding signs of grace 
in everyday lives: “Dinner parties filled with redemption, 
garden patches planted with hope, thrifted furniture 
restored and loved, mothering mistakes soaked in grace.” 
Greer is minister to children, youth and families at St. 
Peter’s Episcopal Church in Conway, Arkansas.
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The Adams Family
Emily Woodside & Bill Falvey

Carmine & Bill Vaughan  
Bill & Catherine Bateman 

Sarah & Tom Cowens 
Rebecca & John Bakke

 The Straton Family    

Lattie Michael
David Dowling, M.D.

The Maury/McCain Family
Kendra & Robert Propst

Susan & George Wortham
Lilie & Bob Hudson

Genie & Ralph Braden

Children and Youth meet on the third floor 
of Cheney at 9:15 a.m. on Sundays. 

Childcare is available 
from 9 a.m. to noon in Room 311.

Thank 
You So 
Much...

to our Book It Zero-K 
Sponsorship and Race 

Committee for coming up with a creative plan for 
this year’s non-race and for making it a success!   

The committee members are:  Steve Maury (sponsorship 
chair), Bill Bateman, Marie Dowling, Angie Johnson, Tricia 
Dewey, Robert Propst, Kenyetta Powell, Sarah Cowens, Nat 
Johnson,  Elizabeth Coldiron and Darren Thomas.   

Thank you also to our volunteers, staff and race 
sponsors for your support and participation. Your 
generosity is overwhelming!

We will announce the amount of the proceeds in 
November for our beneficiaries,  Books from Birth and 
the Emmanuel Center.

                                                                                                                                            



 

October at CHC   Tell Your Story | Take a Journey | Make a Difference

This group of writers reads from their 
own work once a month. October's 
topic is “A Hard Lesson.” All are 

welcome, including listeners. Emily Ruch is hosting in her home. 
October 18 at 6 p.m. 
 

Words3
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October 14 
Memphis Rox 
879 E. McLemore
5:15 p.m. $10 suggested donation 
October 21 
Special Friends Halloween Party 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church
4:30-7:00 p.m.
October 28 
EYC Halloween Party 
Emma Gammill’s home.  
6:30 p.m.
November 4 
EYC Lunch/Shrimp Dinner Prep
Meet in Parish Hall 
11:45 a.m.

Activities 
for Youth

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Youth attend Compline

at 6:30 p.m.,  followed by W.O.W.

SPORTS & RECREATION
We offer basketball for kindergartners 

and separate divisions for boys and 
girls up to 18. Once-a-week practices begin 
in mid-November. Games start December 8. 
Registration ends October 26. 

Go to www.holycommunion.org.
Kindergartners’ games are 5:30-6:30 p.m. on 
Fridays. Other games will be primarily on Saturdays.
Coaches needed. Sign up on the registration form. 

YOGA INT. YOGA TAI CHI ZUMBA
M, W

4:15 p.m.
T, Th

4:15 p.m.
M, W

11:30 a.m.
M 6:15 p.m.
W 6:30 p.m.
Sa 9:30 a.m.

ALL SAINTS’

SHRIMP
DINNER

Benefits 
EYC Pilgrimage

NOV. 4 
6:30 P.M.
CHENEY PARISH HALL

$30
• adults only event •

*
PAY AT CHURCH on Sundays orWednesday evenings.

*Non-seafood gumbo will also be available.

Young Adult Outings
Sunday, October 14     
Levitt Shell 
Free Concert     
Las Cafeteras   
7-8:30 p.m.

Sunday, November 4
More Than A Meal
Grace-St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church
1 p.m.

Outreach 
This Fall 
•  Team Read at 
Emmanuel Center 
needs volunteers to help second-graders with 
reading. Males are especially needed. Choose 
a slot, 4:30-5:30, Monday-Thursday. Contact 
Charlton Lyons, Clyons3rd@hotmail.com

• Our patio prayer garden needs people to 
water and tend planters. Contact Lauren Hales, 
laurenhales18@gmail.com.

• Family Promise needs volunteers to help 
make families comfortable in the evening, bring 
dinner or serve as overnight hosts the week of 
November 25 – December 2 at Second Baptist 
Church. Contact Barb Boucher, bib72015@
gmail.com.
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Discerning a decision about, well, anything, but 
especially where to go next for a job and vocation 

can be hard work. There are so many questions to 
consider and weigh: 
Do I get a sense that 
God is leading me in a 
particular direction in 
which to offer myself 
to his service and that 
of his people? What are 
my needs and desires 
and those of my family? 
What will allow me to 
grow in wisdom and 
skill? Is there a Trader 
Joe’s in the area?

After being in it 
for a full year, I can 
say there are a lot of 
satisfying aspects of 
hospital chaplaincy. It 
was a dynamic setting 
and I got to work with a 
diverse team of caregivers 
while being a specialist in 
providing spiritual and 
emotional care. 

People who needed 
and wanted to see the 
chaplain generally really 
needed to see the chaplain. 

The context of health 
and life and sometimes 
death tended to bring 
an openness to frank 
discussion about the big 
questions in life.

 Aside from my 
Clinical Pastoral 
Education homework 
as a chaplain-student, I generally left work at work 
instead of bringing it home with me. Even the lonely, 
late vigils of on-call shifts carried holiness amidst 
exhaustion with them, of keeping a watch of solidarity 
with those who could not sleep or rest.

I was not, however, very far into that year before I 

realized that, while I was a good enough chaplain, I was 
missing something. 

I found it yesterday on my third day here at Holy 
Communion. I went 
to the hospital for 
my first pastoral visit 
as a priest at Holy 
Communion, and I 
was blessed to be able 
to offer thanks and 
praise for the birth of 
a beautiful new baby.

And unlike my past 
year, walking out of 
the hospital room will 
not be the last part 
I get to play in that 
story, God willing. I’ll 
get to know the family 
as time goes on, watch 
baby grow, perhaps be 
a part of the baptism. 

I’ll be giving care 
to people who need or 
want it, and I’ll also 
be here for the daily, 
weekly, monthly, yearly 
ups and downs and ins 
and outs of life with this 
community of faith, 
looking for and pointing 
towards and being 
shown signs of God’s 
presence among us. 

I’ll continue to meet 
Christ in strangers, 

but after a short time, I 
look forward to knowing 
Christ in friends and 
colleagues here are Holy 

Communion. 
I look forward to serving God and God’s people 

in this specific community and place, sharing in 
the journey that is ours to walk together. That is 
what I missed and what I give thanks to God for 
the opportunity to take part in here with you.

Happy to be in a Community of Life

Jonathan Chesney was having his photo made just as school was getting 
out at St. Mary’s Lower School one day. Look who appeared! His new 

friend, Neely Thompson.

By the Reverend Jonathan Chesney

Photo by Cindy McMillion
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Claire Cepeda is the newest member of 
the guild at Holy Communion.
Claire is also a member of the 

Parish Choir. 

Photo by Cindy McMillion

It’s a family thing 
for this daughter of the king  

“Just as we are called to live 
out our baptismal vows in 

community, we live out our vows 
of prayer, service and evangelism 
in community.” (Susan O’Brien, 
national president, The Order of 
the Daughters of the King).           

The Daughters of the King 
is a lay order of women who are 
communicants of the Episcopal 
Church, churches in communion 
with it, or churches in the historic 
episcopate but not in communion 
with it. 

Our chapter at Holy 
Communion is the Faith Chapter, 
and I am proud to be its newest 
member.  You may have seen 
other Daughters wearing the cross 
of our order. It was adopted by the order in 1891 and 

has been worn by daughters 
ever since.  

Daughters vow to adhere 
to two rules of life, the rule of 
prayer and the rule of service. 
Every daughter in our chapter 
receives a parish prayer list, 
which is monitored and 

updated frequently.
We agree to pray for all on 

the list every day. In this way, we 
maintain a constant communal of 
intercessory prayer for Church of 
the Holy Communion. We also 
pray for the church here at home 
and at large.  

The Faith chapter commits 
to service in our parish and our 
community. We dedicate ourselves 

to giving our time and efforts to the assistance of our 
neighbors in need. At diocesan meetings, there are 
opportunities to explore facets of faith, service and 
prayer through workshops and discussions focused 
on enriching our prayer experience and living more 

fully into our contemplative life.
We encourage anyone 

interested to join us. We meet the 
second Sunday of each month, 
following the 10:30 a.m. service. 

This is our motto: 

For His Sake

I am but one but I am one.
I cannot do everything;
But I can do something.

What I can do, I ought to do,
By the grace of God, I 

will do.
Lord, what will you have 

me do?

Two of my five older siblings 
are Daughters in other parishes. My desire to connect 
with my parish family was a stronger influence to 
join the order than familial ties. 

Church of the Holy Communion was my first 
regular-paid soloist job. I have been an Episcopalian 
all of my life, but in 1989, I came here for the first 
time as a part of a parish but somewhat set apart.  
For a choir member (which I have been since age 
5), it is easy to feel somewhat disconnected from 
those of you in the pews. 

I have been singing to the back of your heads 
for almost 30 years, but when you are in formation 
(still Sunday School to me) I am singing. When you 
are at Wednesday night dinner and classes, I am 
running from work to two choir rehearsals. 

Through the Daughters, I get the chance to 
be invited into communion with you all in a 
different way. 

I pray for you and feel more a part of things. 
Your joys are my joys, your sorrows and challenges 
have been entrusted to me and I have the honor and 
privilege of bringing them to our Lord in prayer.

 I am moved by this holy duty and have grown 
in love and dedication to all of you. (Especially the 
backs of your heads!)

By Claire Cepeda

870EN 5.16 

Cross Information Sheet 
Available crosses are shown below. 

 
 

 
 
JUNIOR CROSSES 
 
 Sterling Silver Pin/Pendant (Small or Large) 
 Rhodium-plated Pewter Pin/Pendant (Large only) 
 
Small size is approximately ¾” x ¾” (size of a penny). 
Large size is approximately 1” x 1” (size of a quarter). 
 
 
 
 
SENIOR CROSSES 
 
 Sterling Silver Pin/Pendant (Small and Large) 
 Rhodium-plated Pewter Pin/Pendant (Large only) 
 
Small is approximately 1” x 1” (size of a quarter). 
Large is approximately 1 ¼” x 1 ¼” (size of a 50 cent coin). 
 
 

 
 
CHAPLAIN’S CROSS 
 
 Sterling Silver Pendant 
 Pewter Pendant 
 
Approximately 2 ½” x 3 ½” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Images are not actual sizes. * Image texture and coloration reflect photographic lighting and shading.* 
* Actual silver and rhodium-plated surfaces are much shinier than shown here. * 

The Daughters 
of the King cross 
was officially 
adopted in 
1891. The 
crosses are 
blessed and 
entrusted to 
members for as 
long as they are 
in the guild.
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Prime timers taking Stroll 
through Rossville History

When the Prime Timers 
named their October event 

“A Day in the Country,” the 
intent was to create a relaxing day 
away from the city. In farming 
communities, days of relaxation 
came after everyone had worked 
together.  

Our plan for the Prime Timers’ 
trip to Rossville on Saturday, 
October 20, is to 
gather for food, 
fun and fellowship 
reminiscent of 
“Sunday Dinner 
on the Grounds.” 
Join us as we 
return to another 
era in the Rossville 
Historic District. 
We’ll slow down 
and see God’s 
creation in the 
farm landscapes. 
Thank you to 
Alice and Phil 
Hollis for this 
opportunity 
to experience a 
rural Southern 
afternoon in a 
Mayberry-like 
setting.

The Rossville Historic District was listed on the National 
Park Service’s National Register of Historic Places in 2001. 
Its significance is regional settlement and architecture of 
1870-1950. The following information was taken from the 
NPS Historic Place application. 

 During the Civil War, Rossville was a Union encampment 
for three years. Many of the antebellum homes and buildings 
were destroyed. Flooding in 1864 ruined any homes that 
survived the war. In the 1870s, the town began rebuilding as 
residential and commercial businesses grew southward from 
the railroad tracks.

Buildings in the historic area exemplify the development 
of a rural Southern town from the Victorian Era up to the 
1950s. Many of the homes are based on the early folk houses 
of Tennessee but dressed with stylistic features common to 
the Victorian period. The features include Queen Anne, 
Gothic Revival and Colonial Revival influences. The 

only Greek Revival 
influenced building is 
the Boyd-Hollis Home 
at 440 Main. 

Several homes along 
Main Street including 240, 
250 and 270 have Colonial 
Revival features, including 
one-story porches with 
Doric columns. 

The best example of Gothic Revival 
influences is the Methodist Church. The 
Warr House, 165 Second St., has Queen 
Anne features as do the homes at 360 
and 315 Main. 

The architecture underwent several 
periods of development. Events that 
brought change include the completion of the railroad, the 
invention of the cotton gin and the fire of 1922. Homes rebuilt 
after the fire reflected the Craftsman era and new one-story 
commercial buildings. The bungalow at 105 Second St. and the 
four-square at 375 Main St. have typical Craftsman features. 

The Rossville Historic District includes styles and 
patterns from the Victorian era, from 1870-1910, and the 
Craftsman era, from 1905-1930. These periods coincided 
with the growth of Rossville as a mercantile, industrial 
and transportation center for the surrounding agricultural 
community.

Alice Hollis and her husband, Phil, have spent years restoring their home on the Main Street 
of Rossville. It is the only Greek Revival-influenced structure in the historic district. Alice is the 

Minster to Children at Holy Communion.

Saturday, 
October 20   
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Phil & Alice 
Hollis’s 
440 Main Street, 
Rossville
Bring chairs 
or blankets to 
picnic on the 
lawn. Lunch also 
available at the 
Original Wolf 
River Café. 
Beverages and 
dessert will be 
provided. 
Please bring a 
nonperishable 
food item 
for the food 
pantry.
Prime Timers 
are 55 and over. 
Reservations are 
appreciates but 
not required. 
Contact Carol 
Paterson.

Submitted photos
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Long-range cont'd from page 1

Promise cont'd from page 3

“It makes sense because we want to 
capitalize on the momentum we do have to 
continue to live in this new space as a healthy 
church,” Gammill said.

The Vestry’s job, he said, will be to prioritize 
the recommendations based on the church’s 
mission statement so that the strategic plan 
supports the overarching view of what the 
church has said it values and wants to be. 

Mary Henry Thompson participated in the 
Sunday morning listening session, along with 
roughly 65 others.

“People definitely had things to say. You 
had people whose children were grown, people 
who don’t have children, people with kids in middle and high 
school, and people like us with little kids. 

"We all had different perspectives of what we see going 
forward and what our hopes and dreams are.

“My hope is that we have a dynamic youth program. 
In five years, my daughter will be in the eighth grade. My 
children love church now and my hope is that they will stay in 
love with it as they grow.”

Thompson says the formal 
planning process is a way to 
invest in the future.

“If we are thoughtful now, 
we can make a bigger impact 
in the future.”

Organizations without 
strategic plans tend to be 
buffeted by whatever the 
current crisis is, Shaw said.

“You have no idea where to 
invest your resources – time, 
volunteer energy and money. 
The loudest need might not be 
the most strategic. Every good 
idea is not necessarily good,” 
she said.

“I think one of the 
advantages of planning is that 
you are not at the whim of the 
most recent good idea, and 
there are lots of them. 

"You can’t act on every good 
idea. It’s the planning that 
helps you be smart about what 
ideas are sustainable and which 

are the most practical for the church to pursue.”
Sandy and the Vestry are grateful for Shaw, who is donating 

her time as a strategic planning consultant, and to the 
committee she assembled to lead the effort.

Besides Shaw and Gammill, the committee members are: 
Sarah Cowens, Tom McQuiston, Anne-Morgan Morgan, 
Sherry Murphy, Cava Sittnick and Jack Straton. John Lewis 
and Sandy serve as ex-officio members.

the ladies like we were three friends. It was nice.
“The older girls in the families this time were both 

9. They got up and cleared all our plates without their 
mothers saying anything. 

"The 7-year-old boy got up and found a rag to wipe the 
table. I wish my kids would have behaved like this.

“I have enjoyed it a lot,” Boucher said. 
“I think we are doing something very worthwhile.”

Neel Gammill, left, led the 
discussion at one of the tables as a 
member of the long-range planning 
committee.

Photo by Cindy McMillion



Clergy
The Reverend Sandy Webb, Rector

The Reverend Hester Mathes, Senior Associate Rector
The Reverend Jonathan Chesney, Associate Rector

The Reverend Dr. Randy McCloy, Deacon

Vestry
John Lewis, Sr. Warden + Mike Murphy, Jr. Warden
David Visinsky, Treasurer + Marlene Shaw, Clerk

Debbie Campbell, Mike Driscoll, Amanda Goetze, Hugh Holt, 
Nat Johnson, Dale Jones, Tracy Killen, Tim McCormack, 

Anne-Morgan Morgan, Cava Sittnick, Richard Williamson
and Christy Yarbro 

Lay Staff
Teresa Boone                  Director of Administration
Laura Clausen                        Financial Assistant
Elizabeth Coldiron                                            Minister of Hospitality
Mary Beth Darrow                                     Director of Operations
Martha Earnest                                                         Facilities Staff
Julie Fike                                  Director of Recreation & Wellness
Dr. Jane Gamble                            Assistant Minister of Music 
Alice Hollis                                                    Minister to Children
Dr. Ellen Koziel                            Assistant Minister of Music 
Beth Mitchell                          Assistant Minister of Communication
Ann Moorehead                                                       Facilities Staff
Dr. David Ouzts                             Minister of Music and Liturgy
Kenyetta Powell                                 Receptionist
Jane Roberts                           Minister of Communication
Jim Sawicki                                                                         Sexton
Jamie Shaw                                                                         Sexton
Carter Webster                                                       Minister to Youth 
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Church of the Holy Communion, an Episcopal Church 
in the center of Memphis, seeks to be a sacred presence, 

grounded in the servant ministry of Jesus, offering 
spiritual growth opportunities for all.

WORSHIP TIMES
Sundays: 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 5:30 p.m.

Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:10 a.m.  
Wednesday 12:15 p.m.
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In memory of 
Jackson Roberts

Robert & Cathy Wilson

In memory of 
Dr. Patrick Louis Pierce

Susan & George Wortham

In memory of 
Doris Belcher Campbell

Joanne Fleming

In memory of 
Thomas Walker Monaghan, 

M.D.
Sally & John McDougall

Bill & Joan Butler
Peggy James Jones
Jan & Jenni Turner

Mr. & Mrs. Willis H. Wiley
Glenn & Kirby Floyd

Jean & Billy Weiss
Dr. John & Carolyn Dobson

Matthew & Paula Daniel
Dr. & Mrs. Jacky Horner

Connie & Lou Adams
Dr. & Mrs. Jon C. Jenkins

Jeanette King
Nancy & George Klepper

Jane & Walker Morris

Minje & Dr. Randy Ramey
Linda Kay & Randy McCloy

In memory of Gordon Gee
Meredith & J. Paul 

McDonald

In memory of Cannon Hill
Lynn Gardner

Glankler Brown Law Firm
King & Judy Rogers

William & Mary Ellen Chase
Dan & Susan Daniel

Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Edwards
David & Betty Blaylock
Doug & Maureen Quay

Susan & George Wortham

In memory of 
Kay Williamson

Jennifer & Sean MacDermant

In honor of 
Mr. John Russell

The Frager Law Firm

In memory of 
Donald Dowling

Susan & George Wortham


