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Early memories in the nave span generations. Alden Lyons and his grandfather, 
Charlton Lyons, find peace and comfort in this holy space.

Growing Up in the Pews
Holy Communion parishioners reflect on the past and the future of the nave

There’s something 
curious about 
churches. 

On the one hand, 
they are public places. 
Much like schools, 
stores, parks, and 
libraries, churches are 
open to all (at least in 
theory), and people 
can come visit at just 
about any time. At 
church, we can take 
what we need – prayer, 
guidance, community, 
companionship, the 
need to feel small – or 
give our surplus to 
someone who needs it. 
The doors are open, and 
you can come as you are, 
regardless of your station 
in life, education, race, 
or gender. 

On the other 
hand, churches are 
tremendously personal places. They are where we go when 
someone we love is born, and they are where we go when 
someone we love dies. The narratives, stories, and creeds that 
we hear in churches are often the ones that speak most deeply 
to our desire to be a part of something much larger and gentler 
than we could ever be by ourselves. A pain or a kindness that 
is meted out in a church is felt more deeply than it would be 
anywhere else. 

As we retreat to the Cheney Parish Hall for the next several 
months while the nave is transformed, I invite you to think 
about how this extraordinary space is as rich and multifaceted 

as the individuals – 
each fearfully and 
wonderfully made in 
God’s image – who 
enter its presence each 
week. As we prepare 
for the next generation 
of Church of the Holy 
Communion, let’s also 
consider the public and 
personal histories that 
intertwine in the nave. 

Let’s praise God 
together for the role 
the space has played 
in our lives so far and 
how much richer still 
our public and personal 
histories will become in 
this next chapter. 

“I grew up in 
the pews of Holy 
Communion,” 
remembers Erin Do, 
“and the nave has been 
an important part of my 

life for over 30 years.”  
A St. Mary’s alumna, Erin attended chapel every Monday 

through Friday during her middle and upper school years at St. 
Mary’s. Her memories of the nave are dotted with snapshots of 
school life: chapel announcements, honor society inductions, 
sports awards, singing favorites on hymn sing days.

But her earliest memory of the nave is perhaps most 
poignant: singing in the St. Mary’s Christmas Pageant as a new 
2nd grader in 1987. 

“Thirty-one years later, I watched my oldest daughter, 
Claire, participate in the same tradition and sing many of the 

Photo by Cindy McMillion

(Pews continued on page 11)
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In Praise of Ping-Pong Tables, 
Sheet Music, Storage and Sinks

Holy Communion’s ministries settle into new purpose-built spaces

Photos by Cindy McMillion

A place to call their own: Youth Suite 
Ever since Carter Webster came on board to helm 

Church of the Holy Communion’s youth ministry a year 
ago, she’s felt a bit itinerant. 

“Since I started, our junior 
and senior high have met in 
church common areas,” Carter 
said. “But this has been a 
blessing in disguise, giving us 
a lot of opportunities to think 
about gratefulness and how the 
congregation was providing a 
new space for us.” 

It was important for the 
youth in our community 
to feel safe and valued in 
their new home. Before 
construction even began, 
junior- and senior-high 
Holy Communion youth 
brainstormed what they would most like to see in the 
youth suite. 

“They’re…creative,” Carter chuckles, thinking back on 
some of the more outlandish suggestions that arose during 
these planning sessions. “There were definitely a few things 

they suggested that we couldn’t do, but we could deliver on 
what was most important.” 

For Carter, the Rally Day ribbon cutting of Holy 
Communion’s dedicated youth 
suite was the culmination of a 
year of flexibility…and faith. 
The youth suite is comprised 
of separate junior- and senior-
high spaces, giving each age 
set latitude to be themselves 
and utilize the spaces to their 
highest and best uses.

In addition to regular 
gatherings that take place 
four times each week, the 
new youth suite will also be 
the setting for additional, 
less-structured programming. 
Youth are encouraged to 
think of their new Holy 

Communion footprint as a true community retreat; a place 
where they can bring their friends, study or simply refresh. 

Or, of course, play ping-pong. 
“We had a house-warming party and all the kids were 

encouraged to bring something for our space. One of the 

On Rally Day, the Reverend Sandy Webb marked the official opening of our newly renovated spaces. His eager assistants include Zander Mathes,         
Erin Maury, Allie Maury, Alana Parrish-Wade, and Emily Poindexter. Carter Webster and the Reverend Hester Mathes get caught up in the excitement!

(Suites continued on page 3)

The new youth suite is a beautiful and welcoming space 
for gatherng with friends, old and new.



In Praise of Ping-Pong Tables, 
Sheet Music, Storage and Sinks

Holy Communion’s ministries settle into new purpose-built spaces

Suites cont'd from page 2

kids had said they had a ping-pong table 
they wanted to donate.” 

When Carter got the text asking 
her to come pick the table up only a 
few days before the Rally Day ribbon 
cutting, she was thrilled. That simple 
text showed her how the seemingly small 
details can make a big difference when it 
comes to moving.  

Making a joyful noise: Music 
Suite 

For Carter, it was a ping-pong table. 
But for Minister of Music and 
Liturgy Dr. David Ouzts, it’s sheet 
music storage. 

Dr. Ouzts takes pride in caring 
for Holy Communion’s robust 
library of liturgical music and 
resources. Locally, it’s rivalled in size 
only by the collections at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral and Calvary Church. 

But before the completion of our 
new Music Suite, the collection was 
stored in three separate locations 
across the Holy Communion 
campus, including a closet formerly 
used to store biology specimens for 
St. Mary’s science classes. 

Dr. Ouzts has a great attitude 
about the former storage situation 
of the works in his care, but he’s 
grateful for the upgrade. Being able 
to adequately catalog and preserve 
the full collection of music in the 
church’s possession will serve the 
congregation for years to come. 

In the meantime, though, 
the new Music Suite will make an 
immediate positive impact. 

“With some excellent planning by the building committee 
and the architects,” said Dr. Ouzts, “our new Music Suite is 
well-equipped to host and house our entire music ministry 
in one location, with provisions for conducting simultaneous 
rehearsals [in] two separate rehearsal rooms when needed.” 

The expanded music space will also allow for an often-
overlooked necessity for any co-ed choir: separate vesting 
rooms for men and women.

Community outreach has always been a priority for 
Holy Communion. The expanded Music Suite will enable 
us to extend invitations to the civic music groups that have 
rehearsed with us in the past, including Wolf River Singers, 
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“our new 
Music Suite is 

well-equipped to 
host and house 

our entire music 
ministry in 

one location, …”
– Dr. David Ouzts

Memphis Scottish Society Chorale 
(The Caledonian Chorale), Toscanini 
Chamber ensemble (Suzuki string 
group).

Dr. Ouzts also shared the exciting 
news that he and Assistant Minister 
of Music Dr. Ellen Koziel plan to add 
private instruction in piano, instruments 
and voice to the music ministry. He 
expects the CHC Music Academy to be 
launched beginning in 2020-2021.

The Music Suite is expected to be 
fully completed by Bishop Phoebe 
Roaf ’s first official visit to Holy 

Communion on September 8. 

Blooming Where We’re 
Planted: Children’s Area

Alice Hollis, Minister to 
Children, lovingly refers to the new 
Children’s Chapel as “the crown 
jewel of the renovations,” and 
rightfully so. It’s almost as if the 
architects situated the room and its 
wall of windows and stained glass 
so that it would be perfectly flooded 
with cheery, natural light each 
Sunday morning around 10:30 when 
the children arrive to pray and learn. 

The illumined white walls are 
the ideal setting for the pair of 
stained glass windows depicting 
angels behind the new altar and 
benches. 

“I remember singing during the 
lessons and carols at Bishop Otey 
Chapel,” the most recent home of 
the Gabriel and Raphael windows, 
Alice remembers. “I honestly 
don’t know how Fr. Sandy got the 

stained glass – the chapel has been gone for years – but I’m 
glad he did.” 

In addition to the addition of the new children’s chapel, 
our children’s ministry will also benefit from a new block of 
classrooms and spaces, located on the main floor. 

As with ping-pong tables and sheet music storage, Alice 
views the seemingly small changes to her space as the 
biggest blessings. 

“For us, it’s sinks,” she says. “All of the classrooms 
have sinks, which will help us a lot when the children are 
arranging flowers or planting seedlings. Everyone knows 
flowers need water."

Miss Elizabeth Colturi carefully tends the 
flowers in the children's new classroom.
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Retreating and Regrouping:
Sandy announces plans to go on sabbatical in Summer 2020

The Holy Communion Vestry awards the Rector with a sabbatical after campus renovations are completed. 

In July, the Reverend Sandy Webb announced that the vestry 
had awarded him a sabbatical in Summer 2020, after the 
completion of the Holy Communion campus renovations.

Senior Warden Mike Murphy explained that Sandy’s 
sabbatical could be thought of as a “thank-you” from Holy 
Communion to him and Jessica. 

“After several years of hard work fundraising for the 
construction projects and then seeing those projects through 
to completion, Sandy will have earned a break.” He will be on 
sabbatical from just after Easter until just before Rally Day, mid-
April through early August.

But much in that Sandy fashion, sabbatical will not just be rest. 
Sandy and Jessica plan to spend several weeks in Maine at 

the Webb family homeplace and then travel to Europe where 
they will affiliate with a congregation to observe and learn how 
the church has not only maintained relevance but also thrived 
and grown in the increasingly secular community it serves.

“As Europe and parts of the United States have secularized 
in recent years, the church has struggled to remain relevant and 
maintain its voice,” Sandy said. “Memphis is just beginning 
to experience this cultural shift. We cannot take large church 
attendance for granted any longer. I want to know what 
churches in recently secularized places wish that someone had 
told them thirty years ago. Learning about their experience will 
help us prepare for our own future.”

In the same way that Sandy has devoted the better part 
of the last five years to ensuring the physical legacy of the 
Church of the Holy Communion, he will use his time 
on sabbatical to explore new ways our congregation can 
continue to grow in a world that is changing by leaps and 
bounds with each passing day. 

Sandy will also use some of his sabbatical time to develop his 
four on-board lectures for a river cruise from Paris to Normandy 
in October 2020. These lectures will also be delivered in the 
Rector’s Forum after the cruise. 

During the rector’s absence, the senior warden is canonically 
responsible for the life of the parish. Next year’s senior warden 
will have the blessing of serving alongside the Reverend 
Hester Mathes, senior associate rector, who will oversee Holy 
Communion’s day-to-day operations and lead the parish staff. 
“Hester is one of the finest priests that I know,” Sandy said. “By 
next summer, she will have twice as much ordained ministry 
experience as I had when I came to Holy Communion as priest-
in-charge. She is ready for this opportunity to lead, and I know 
that she will excel.”

“I want Holy Communion to be a place where children can 
come and be involved for their entire lives,” said Mike Murphy. 
“But in order to do this, we have to get Sandy back to preaching 
and teaching today. 

“Supporting his sabbatical is a wonderful way to do just that.”

Photos by Cindy McMillion; John Clausen; Unsplash
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JANE Story

By The Reverend Sandy Webb

For the last three years, 
Minister of Communication 

Jane Roberts has honored every staff 
transition at Church of the Holy 
Communion with an article in The 
Communicator. Today, I write to 
honor hers. 

Jane and I first met at an auto 
repair shop – it’s a long story as to why 
– and then shared lunch at a restaurant 
on Collierville Square. I intended 
to interview her, but she ended up 
interviewing me. Jane’s quiet manner and warm spirit led me 
to share much more than I had ever expected to share. Over 
the years, many of Holy Communion’s parishioners would 
have similar experiences as Jane drew out the voices of people 
that might otherwise have gone unheard. 

As the lead reporter on Holy Communion’s beat, Jane 
recorded the nuances of a major capital campaign and 
subsequent renovation along with the retirement of one 
bishop and the historic arrival of the next. On our behalf, 
she interviewed major theologians and government officials. 
Few will ever forget the adult forum that she organized with 
Otis Stanford and three of the retired sanitation workers 
who participated in the 1968 strike. 

Yet, for me, Jane’s ministry profiles will be her most 
enduring legacy. Jane’s writing celebrated the small acts 
of love and kindness that are so often overlooked. Jane 
introduced us to the people of this parish family in new 

and tender ways as she honored the work of the altar 
guild and the wedding guild, the Book It 5K and the 
Bring It Food Hub, the children’s choir and two youth 
pilgrimages, and so many others. Through Jane’s ministry, 
Holy Communion came to know itself better than it had 
known itself before. 

Jane’s deep love for the people of the City of Memphis 
– evinced by the name of her beloved cat, Memphi – drew 
her to sit on the board of Memphis Tilth, which seeks to 
provide access to food that is sustainable, equitable and 
environmentally responsible, and to mentor three young 
women from South Memphis, each of whom has become 
a regular presence at Holy Communion’s fellowship events. 
This same love drew her back to secular reporting earlier 
this summer, covering the healthcare beat for The Daily 
Memphian. Jane leaves Holy Communion better than she 
found it, and with every blessing for her future. 

Three Years of 
Correspondence 

and 
Compassion

Kentara Robinson, Gabby Clement and Kensley Robinson visit their mentor, Jane 
Roberts, in the temporary parish offices at Moss Hall.

This Month's 
Contributing 

Writer
Emily Austin

EMILY AUSTIN first visited Church of the Holy 
Communion in Spring, 2004 when her college professor, Dr. 
Mary Cargill, invited her to a Sunday evening contemplative 
prayer service. This spring, nearly 15 years later, she was 
confirmed at Holy Communion with Dr. Cargill and her 
family by her side. She is wife to Ben, mom to Cecille (7), 
and serves as Communications Coordinator at Church 
Health. In her free time (ha!), she is active in the Memphis art 
community through her business, Somersault Designs.
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September at CHC... Tell Your Story | Take a Journey | Make a Difference

ADULT forUmS
SUNdAyS at 9:15 a.m. 

New Clergy Classes Address Questions 
In addition to the regular Adult Forum this fall, 

Holy Communion's clergy are offering special Sunday morning classes that 
address questions they have been asked by members of the congregation. 

Participants need to register in advance and are expected to attend most sessions.
To sign-up contact Elizabeth Coldiron 
ecoldiron@holycommunion.org or (901) 767-6987 x4023

sundays in september | 9:15 a.m.
Raising our Children 
in a Life of Faith: 
Parenting for All Ages 
and Stages
The Reverend Hester Mathes
September 15, September 22, 
and September 29
In this series, Reverend Hester will share practical and 
easy to implement practices for bringing faith home, 
and you will be given dedicated time to build 
relationships with other parents navigating this 
journey in our faith community.

September 15 & 22 
Life of the Beloved: Spiritual 
Living in a Secular World

Henri Nouwen invites us to see ourselves 
as the Body of Christ – taken as we are, 

blessed as holy, broken open, and 
given to the world. 

Fr. Sandy concludes his four-
session discussion of an important 
book that challenges us truly to own 
our belovedness. Room 301 | The book 
is available at novel. (on the shelf or 
behind the desk with a 10% discount), or, 
at the Episcopal Bookshop. 

Contemporary 
Theology in 
Action 

This group continues 
the long tradition at Holy 
Communion of the lay-lead 
discussion of contemporary 
theologies and theological 
views on current events 
formerly known as 
Contemporary Theological 
Issues. All are invited to 
listen in and to share their 
experience, insights and 
opinions in Room 204 during 
adult formation time. Visit 
contemporarytheologicalissues.
home.blog for current topics 
and access to materials covered 
each Sunday.

Bishop to Rededicate 
Renovated Buildings
September 8, 2019 at 10:15 a.m.

Divided Service Schedule
8:00, 9:00, 11:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Bishop Phoebe Roaf will make 
her first official visit to Church 
of the Holy Communion to 
rededicate our newly renovated 
buildings, from 10:15 to 10:45. 

   The parish family will give 
thanks for the work we have just 
completed and the work that 
begins as we use our new facilities.
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Recreation
 

Exercise Schedule at Holy Communion

YOGA INT. YOGA TAI CHI ZUMBA
M, W

4:15 p.m.
T, Th

4:15 p.m.
M, W

11:30 a.m.
M 6:15 p.m.
W 6:15 p.m.
Sa 9:30 a.m.

Words3 is a group of people who like 
to write and read from their work. 
Group will meet at 6 p.m., Thursday, 

September 19 at the church. See e-communicator for room 
number. Topic: Accidents. Listeners welcome!

EYC fun in September
Episcopal Youth Community (EYC) Calendar 
Sundays 6:30-8:00 in the youth suite 

September 1 no EYC – Labor Day/Happening 
September 8 singo 
September 15 potluck and game night
September 22 field games 
September 28-29  Middle School Lock-in - watch for more      

       details and RSVP in e-Comunicator!

Words3

Here@HolyC
Come and enjoy our brand of family-style 
dinner followed by Compline and small-
group discussions. All choirs practice, 
plus Zumba and activities for youth. 
Nursery available. 

5:15 St. Cecilia Choir (sr. kindergarten and 1st grade) Room 223
5:45 Dinner in Blaisdell Lower Lobby  

6:30 CHC Choristers (gr. 2-6) in Room 223; Parish Choir 
in the Parish Hall; Zumba in Willmott Gym (next to Moss 
Hall); NA in Room 204; Women’s Study Group in Room 
244; Youth-led Compline service in the Children’s Chapel, 
followed by youth group in the youth suite.
6:45 MIFA Book Study in Room 301 (September 4)

Young Adult Fall Outings
Join us on the first Thursday of every month for 20/30 
Thursdays! If you are in your 20’s or 30’s, please join us. 
Contact person: Elizabeth Coldiron

Thursday, September 5 
5:30 p.m.
Sekisui Pacific Rim
4724 Poplar Ave  38117
Thursday, October 5 
5:30 p.m. 
One & Only BBQ
567 Perkins Extd  38117

Thursday, November 7  
5:30 pm  Newk’s Eatery    5336 Poplar Ave  38119

FALL GAtHeRinGS
A way for us to gather as a church family outside of 

Sundays. Come join us, enjoy some food, and get to know 
your fellow Holy Communioners. This is not a stewardship 

gathering; it’s purely social! 
All adults-only gatherings begin at 6:00 p.m.
Host homes correspond to your last name.
LAST NAMES  A-G

Tuesday, Sept. 10
Nick & Amanda Goetze 

2909 Garden Lane • 38111

LAST NAMES  H-N 
Tuesday, Sept. 17

Chip & Lisa Grayson
143 Ivy Chase Cv • 38117

LAST NAMES  O-Z 
Thursday, Sept. 26

Mott & Mary Call Ford
358 Greenway Rd  • 38117

RSVP to Elizabeth Coldiron at the church or using the following 
signup link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5JJX85D 

Back to School means 
Back to TEAM REAd 

Our goal is to help 
every 2nd Grader 
at Shady Grove and 
Emmanuel Center read 
on grade level by the end 

of this year. This bold goal will require many of us pitching 
in to tutor through Team Read.  Contact Charlton Lyons 
at clyons3rd@hotmail.com if you can help at Emmanuel 
Center after school, or Shelley Shanaman at shelley_
shanaman@yahoo.com if you can tutor during school hours 
at Shady Grove Elementary. 
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“Where is God in all of This?”
[ Sermon from the Noon Eucharist, Church of Holy Communion, August 7, 2019 ]

By The Reverend Randy McCloy

The Reverend Dr. Randy McCloy quickly wrote this sermon this summer for a midday Wednesday healing service. 
This wordcloud was gernerated from the complete text.

     

The recent mass shootings in El Paso, Texas and Dayton, 
Ohio certainly have caused many to ask, “Where is 

God min all of this?” In a period of 13 hours, 32 children of 
God were killed; of these 9 were shot dead in Dayton within 
24 seconds by a man armed with a semi-automatic assault 
weapon. The grisly details of the shootings 
were aired repeatedly by national news 
channels, as if the horror of it all needed to 
be constantly before us.

     Knowledge of police investigation, 
and the recovery of the wounded…or lack 
thereof…would take time to unfold, and 
there would be the usual discussions about 
gun control, as well as finger-pointing and 
blaming, all adding to the confusion of the 
issue and contributing to social and political unrest.

     Putting all that aside, consider the shock and sadness of 
the families and friends of the victims, as well as the cities in 
which the tragedies occurred, and a nation that continues to 
be bombarded with news of gun violence. It saddens all of us 
too; how can the mass shootings of innocent and unprotected 
persons…including even the sister of one of the gunmen…keep 
happening? What kinds of chemical changes go on in the brains 
of the shooters that lead to such despicable, and inexplicable, 
violence? We can only speculate upon the answers, and feel 
frustration and sadness, and to have compassion for the many 

who are impacted by these acts.
     What are we to do? What can we do? As a loving church 

community, we can continue to pray for the victims and their 
families, the survivors, the first responders, and those charged 
with responsibly dealing with the results: legal, social, financial, 

and political. Jesus would have us pray also 
for the gunmen and their families, as he 
would have prayed for Judas.

     Here’s something I consider to be 
an indirect consequence of these events: 
they have the potential for opening 
up old wounds… possibly even recent 
wounds… of personal loss or tragedy. 
Our compassion for the shooting victims 
may result in a resurfacing of the despair 

we may have experienced with the loss of a friend or loved one. 
It might intensify the anxiety and uncertainty associated with 
a new cancer diagnosis, or heighten the dread of a planned 
surgical procedure. Clinical depression due to any cause could 
worsen in times of tragedy around us. The death of one, the 
death of many…especially when they are so unnecessary and 
unpredictable…affects us all. John Donne the poet described 
this so well: “no man is an island; every man is a piece of the 
continent, a part of the main…any man’s death diminishes me, 
because I am involved in mankind. And therefore never send to 
know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls for thee” (“Devotions upon 

“What will define us as persons 
of God will be the ways in 

which we handle such adversity, 
and move on to new ways of 
loving and acts of caring."

– Randy McCloy

(God continued on page 9)
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God cont'd from page 8
Emergent Occasions”, John Donne).

     In times like this, many will raise the question that Christians 
have pondered for centuries: “why did God let this happen? Why 
did God let the Holocaust happen, or the tsunami, or earthquakes 
in California, or Katrina, or 9-11? Answers are not clear, but I 
believe that the laws of nature, the freedom of the human will 
(which God does allow), and the cruelty of humankind are to 
blame, and not God. We know that God “does not willingly afflict 
or grieve anyone” (Lament. 3: 33), and because God loves us all, 
God suffers when we suffer. God feels our pain. 

     In his book entitled “Night”, Nobel Peace Prize Winner Elie 
Wiesel wrote of his experiences in a German Concentration Camp 
in 1944. He described a horrible scene in which he and others were 
forced to witness the hanging of three prisoners, one of whom was 
a mere child. As the prisoners slowly died, someone in the crowd 
asked, “where is God?”, to which a tearful Wiesel responded, “where 
is He…This is where…hanging right here from the gallows”.

     In his acceptance speech he said this: “we know that every 
moment is a moment of grace, every hour an offering; not to share 
them would mean to betray them. Our lives no longer belong to 
us alone; they belong to all those who need us desperately”.

     Harold S. Kushner is a rabbi who wrote the classic book, 
“When Bad Things Happen to Good People”. In it, he devotes 
an entire chapter to describing events in the Book of Job. Job 
is as nearly perfect a God-fearing man as ever lived, but one 
who suffered severe illness, as well as the loss of wealth and 

family, for no apparent reason. His friends explained that he 
must have done something serious to displease God, and was 
being punished for it. Well-meaning Christians today may 
have offered phrases like, “God does everything for a reason”, 
or, “God won’t give us more than we can handle”. Try telling 
that to a mother who just lost her three-year-old daughter 
to leukemia, or to the wife of a young physician killed in an 
auto accident.

     Job stayed connected to God, and eventually his health, wealth 
and family were restored to him. Rabbi Kushner’s point is this: instead 
of Job’s asking, “God, why are you doing this to me?”, he should be 
asking, “God see what is happening to me. Can you help?”

     And, our question today, in the midst of tragedy 
and suffering, should be, “What do I do, now that this has 
happened?” The passage of time will challenge us with loss, 
illness, tragedy, and uncertainty; what will define us as persons 
of God will be the ways in which we handle such adversity, and 
move on to new ways of loving and acts of caring. The God who 
attended to Job is the same God who led his people across the 
Red Sea, and the God who especially cares for widows, orphans, 
and aliens is also the God who walks with us in the time of 
turmoil. He is truly our “refuge and strength, an ever present 
help in times of trouble” (Psalm 46: 10). Our efforts should be 
to stay in contact, to listen for God’s voice, and to know that we 
are never alone, God is always with us and will lead us through 
our pain and suffering.

ARE yOU REAdy 
TO BOOK IT?
Saturday, September 21, 9AM     

Participating in Holy Communion’s 
annual 5K is fun and a great way to connect 
with others who support our race beneficiaries, 
Books from Birth and the Emmanuel Center.  

Books from Birth is part of Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library 
and provides books and literacy opportunities for children across 
Shelby County, where over 74,000 children have been enrolled.  
Books from Birth is the largest of 1,600 programs affiliated with 
the Imagination Library.  

The Emmanuel Center, serves over 2,000 each year through 
spiritual direction, educational enrichment, recreation activities 
and social service programs.  It provides after school activities for 
kindergarten through high school students and works with other 
organizations and ministries to coordinate neighborhood programs.

All ages and abilities participate in the 3.1 mile run/walk. 
Awards are given for individual overall, age group, stroller and 
teams. Registered participant will receive a long sleeve t-shirt.  
Finish line fun includes food, music, games, balloon artist, face 
painting, door prizes and line dancing!  

Support our 9th annual Book It 5K by signing up to run, walk,        

     donate or volunteer!  If you won’t be in town on race day, you 
can still sign up as a Spirit Runner.  Sponsor a child from the 
Emmanuel Center so he or she can participate in the race!   

Registration fee is $20 for individuals. Signup at 
church, on our race website www.bookit5k.racesonline.
com, or, on facebook at facebook.com/bookit5k.  

SPONSORS ... Thank you!
Commercial Bank 

& Trust
Mid-South Milling
New South Capital

OrthoSouth
Russell & Oliver, PLC
Campbell Construction

Hollywood Feed 
Marco's Pizza

The Prosterman Family
Kathy & Ben Adams
The Straton Family

John Keesee
Linda & Neely Mallory

Lattie Michael
Alison England

Kendra & Robert Propst
The Malmo Family

Paragon  Bank
Butler Snow

Murphy, DeZonia & 
Webb

Ideal Chemical
Smith Pools
Clay & Land

Attendant Care 
Services

Germantown 
Commissary 

Paulsen Printing
Nathan Pappas

Catherine & Bill
Bateman

Bill Falvey &
Emily Woodside

Sarah & Tom Cowens
Irene & Ron Ayotte

Semmes Murphey
Fleming Architects

Linkous Construction
Diversitifed Trust

Stratas Foods
Mister Tree

Goetze Art & Design 
Wounded Warrior 

Project 
DNA Entertainment

Fleet Feet
Carmine & Bill 

Vaughan
The Maury/McCain 

Family
Rebecca & John Bakke

Maryanne & Don 
Macdonald

David Dowling, M.D.
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rally Day 2019 
Left to right: Neely Thompson is ready to begin 

the new schoolyear with her blessed packpack; 
ministry leaders greet potential volunteers to connect 
and grow their ministry.; enjoying the pool at the 
home of Lala and Hunt Taylor!  
Photos by Cindy McMillion

In honor of the marriage of 
Andy Pouncey & Kate Dixon

Sarah Doyle
In memory of Marily Hughes

Mary Call & Mott Ford
Katherine G. McClintock

In memory of Harriette Beeson
Mary Call & Mott Ford

In memory of Jerald “Jerry” Read
Priscilla Read
Priscilla Farrell

In memory of Lawrence Keesee
Alice Bolton

In memory of 
Charlton Lyons, Jr.

Alice Bolton
Robert & Kendra Propst

In memory of 
Marge E. Bateman

Jane Clarke
Renee Manning Ballard
In memory of Bickie 

McDonnell
The Tashie Family – 

Andrew & Evie, 
David & Chrissie, 

Scott & Rebekah, and 
Jimmy & Nancy

Jeanne & Richard Hollis

Memorials & Honorariums

Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Smith
Virginia M. Syer

Nancy & Steve Morrow
Barbara Wilson

Emily Woodside & Bill Falvey
Alexander Thompson Arnold, 

PLLC
James K. Dobbs
Jackson Moore

Mrs. Van Pritchartt, Jr.
Robert & Marietta Burleigh

Perre Magness
Karen & John McLaughlin

Barton Lynch
Mary Call & Mott Ford

Ann Duncan
Mrs. Kathy Weems Hughes

Adele Dilschneider
Talbot & Peter MacCarthy

Liza Johnston & Pat Sheehan
Dr. John Morris & 

Andy Williams
Mary & Robert Ellis
Elizabeth Daughdrill
Susan & Bill Ritchie

Susan Hall
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Clay, Jr.

Jan Bell
Edward H. & 

Catherine H. Stopher
Peggy Bodine & Frank Jemison

Charles & Susan Schadt
Mrs. Bettie S. Johnson

Dr. Myron & Gail Lewis
Sally & Warwick Spencer
Beverly & Carter Bagley
Fred & Brenda Wiseman

Mr. & Mrs. 
James S. McDonnell, III
Susan & Mike Driscoll

Anne Fisher
Barbara Johnston

St. Mary’s Episcopal School
Edward & Julia Morrow

Barry & Wentworth Caldwell
Bill & Carmine Vaughan

David G. Frey
Sally & John McDougall

Mr. & Mrs. Paul T. Gillespie, Jr.
Barbara Whittaker
James E. Harwood

Mr. & Mrs. L. Kirkpatrick Bobo
A. Wilson Simmons, Jr.

Clara S. Waddell
Emily W. Haizlip

Alice Bolton
Robert & Kendra Propst
Peggy & Dennis Hooks

Battle A. Beasley
Julia Hooks

Kathy & Ben Adams
Dr. & Mrs. Robert H. Miller, III

Gloria & Jim Weir
Fred & Helen Harrison

Martin S. Brown, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce E. Campbell

Julia Pidgeon Halford
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Solmson

Mr. & Mrs. Martin E. Galt, III
Lucy & Tom Lee

Frank Mullen
Marcelle Evans
Joye Monaghan

The Board of Governors & Staff 
of the 

Community Foundation of 
Greater Memphis

William & Margaret Craddock
Dr. & Mrs. Greg Usdan

Dave & June Parrish
Ann & Fred Glaize

Leigh & Chris Wright
Jim Gordon

Lee & Bob Harper
Joelle Rogin

Sam & Tonya Rembert
Margaret McLean

Marion & Van Black
Mr. & Mrs. Gary O. Giles

Eva & Bobby Hussey
The Children of Lewis 

McDonnell
Mr. & Mrs. David McDonnell

Lesley & John Dillon
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same songs in the same cassocks and 
cottas. When my youngest daughter, 
Samantha, gets her chance to 
participate in this tradition, it will be 
in the renovated nave.” 

“I guess you could say that my 
family started in the nave when I was 
the St. Mary’s alumnae chapel speaker 
in 2005,” Erin recalls. “Moments 
before I was introduced to speak, 
[my husband] David slipped an 
engagement ring on my finger. A 
few months later we had our wedding 
reception in Cheney Parish Hall, and 
the rest, as they say, is history.”

For Lee Sandberg, the nave points 
to family. Like her family, the space 
gives her a sense of unconditional love 
and belonging. 

“I have a lot of memories of the 
nave. Being in Mr. B’s choir when I was 
young. Serving at the altar as an acolyte. 

“But the memories that stick out 
the most are the ones with my family. 
My parents renewed their marriage 
vows at the altar on their thirtieth 
anniversary in September 2004, 
surrounded by their closest friends.” 
Three years later, the family gathered at 
the altar to celebrate another wedding, Lee’s sister Katherine. 

Then there were the baptisms. Lee became a godmother 
in 2010 at the baptism of her nephew Connell. And when 
she became a mother to Zoe (2016) and Wills (2019), her 
family celebrated their baptisms at Holy Communion. 
Most recently, Lee’s husband Zach was baptized at the 

Easter Vigil this year.  
You might be surprised to 

hear that Minister of Music 
and Liturgy Dr. David Ouzts 
is okay with the acoustics in 
Cheney Parish Hall. 

He’s okay with the 
congregation and the choir 
singing in a room with no rugs 
and a concrete floor. 

Creating music in an 
unforgiving space like the 
parish hall helps the Holy 
Communion choirs and 
congregation temper their 
voices and grow in worship. 
Like the nave, currently being 

transformed into a space more tightly 
aligned with the beauty of the liturgy, 
we’re transforming our voices, too. 

“Once we all get back in the nave, 
we will have learned to stretch our 
voices in new ways. With the choir 
situated back in the balcony to guide 
us, our voices will certainly fill the space 
with a beautiful sound.”  

“Holy Communion is my church and 
my spiritual home,” Mike Murphy says 
when asked why the corner of Perkins 
and Walnut Grove is special to him. 

Mike’s wife, Sherry, was already at 
Holy Communion when they started 
dating.  She invited him to attend, 
and when he did, he was struck with 
the simple beauty of the nave. Its 
clean, symmetrical lines reminded 
him of the simple Georgian style 
of his alma mater, the University 
of Virginia.  Mike recalls how the 
calming space of the church is 
coupled in his mind with memories 
of his spiritual mentor and friend, 
the Reverend Reynolds Cheney. 

As Senior Warden, Mike has 
been involved in the discussions 

surrounding the nave restoration, which he believes 
will preserve and enhance its iconic features while also 
maintaining an eye toward the future. 

Mike realizes how important the many listening sessions 
were to seek input from parishioners. 

“The heart of our Church is that every voice is welcome 
and that every voice is heard.” 

Miss Annie Stringfellow makes herself at home 
in the pews.

Photo by Cindy McMillion

Pews cont'd from page 1

“The heart of our 
Church is that every 

voice is welcome 
and that every voice 

is heard.”
–MIKE MURPHY

Vestry, Senior Warden



Clergy
The Reverend Sandy Webb, Rector

The Reverend Hester Mathes, Senior Associate Rector
The Reverend Jonathan Chesney, Associate Rector

The Reverend Dr. Randy McCloy, Deacon

Vestry
Mike Murphy, Sr. Warden + Marlene Shaw, Jr. Warden
Jack Straton, Treasurer + Richard Williamson, Clerk

Ellie Bakelaar, Debbie Campbell, Tricia Dewey, Mike Driscoll, 
Dale Jones, Tracy Killen, Steve Maury, Tim McCormack, 

Evelyn McGahey, Anne-Morgan Morgan, Anna Rojas, 
and Cava Sittnick 

Lay Staff
Teresa Boone                  Director of Administration
Laura Clausen                        Financial Assistant
Elizabeth Coldiron                                            Minister of Hospitality
Mary Beth Darrow                                     Director of Operations
Martha Earnest                                                         Facilities Staff
Julie Fike                                  Director of Recreation & Wellness
Alice Hollis                                                    Minister to Children
Dr. Ellen Koziel                            Assistant Minister of Music 
Beth Mitchell                          Acting Minister of Communication
Ann Moorehead                                                       Facilities Staff
Dr. David Ouzts                             Minister of Music and Liturgy
Jim Sawicki                                                                         Sexton
Jamie Shaw                                                                         Sexton
Carter Webster                                                       Minister to Youth 
Cynthia Williams                         Receeptionist
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Church of the Holy Communion, an Episcopal Church 
in the center of Memphis, seeks to be a sacred presence, 

grounded in the servant ministry of Jesus, offering 
spiritual growth opportunities for all.

WORSHIP TIMES
Sundays: 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 5:30 p.m.

Wednesdays: 12:15 p.m.

Here@HolyC on Wednesday nights is a special time to gather, 
sing, eat and pray. There's something for everyone! 

Photos by Cindy McMillion.


