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Old Friends, New Lessons 
Katherine Bush, Eyleen Farmer, and Sarah Cowan offer formation, pastoral support 

In this season of distanced connections, Church of the 
Holy Communion is pleased to reconnect with some 
loved, dear friends. 

Over the next several months, the Reverend Katherine 
Bush, the Reverend Eyleen Farmer and Seminarian 

Sarah Cowan will join Holy Communion’s clergy and staff in 
providing adult formation and ministerial support this spring 
during the Reverend Hester Mathes’ sabbatical and the Reverend 
Jonathan Chesney’s paternity leave. 

Bush, Farmer and Cowan each have a beloved relationship and 
history with Holy Communion.

The Reverend Katherine Bush 
Reverend Katherine cannot recall a time when she didn’t feel at 

home at Holy Communion. 
“In 1975, I was baptized at Holy Communion. Growing up, 

my mother, Robbie McQuiston, was on the staff.”
After her ordination to the priesthood, Reverend Katherine 

returned to Holy Communion in 2005 and served as Associate 
Rector. That appointment was immediately followed by her 
joining the faculty of St. Mary’s Episcopal School as Chaplain.   

“I have been commuting to the same campus for most of 
my life!” 

At St. Mary’s, she teaches religion and literature. Her spring 
formation offering, Poetry at the Hinge, brings both of these 
subjects in harmony. In the class, which meets on Zoom through 
February 10, attendees read poetry that speaks to moments of 
change and transitions. 

“Poetry is my favorite thing to talk about! Currently, I’m 
personally reading work from Tracy K. Smith, Naomi Shihab Nye, 
Billy Collins and Elizabeth Alexander.” 

In addition to offering Poetry on the Hinge, Reverend 

(Old friends continues on page 7)
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Photos by Cindy McMillion
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The best part of dreaming dreams 
is exceeding them. 

The Campaign for Holy 
Communion began with a feasibility study 
in the Summer of 2015. We knew that 

we needed to 
address the 
deterioration 
of the Barth 
Gymnasium, 
and we hoped 
to make some 
improvements 
to our other 
buildings at 
the same time. 

Back then, we could not have imagined the 
fully-restored facility that is now offering a 
platform for all of our ministries. 

Hundreds upon hundreds of 
people volunteered their time, offered 
their expertise, and donated their 
money to make this project a success. 
Construction began in May 2018 and 
officially concluded in December 2020, 
when we settled accounts with our 
general contractor for the last time. 

Holy Communion owes a 
debt of gratitude to Teresa Boone, 
Holy Communion’s Director of 
Administration, who has tracked every 
donation and expense with care. She 
has managed our cash and credit with 
intentionality and offers the following 
summary of where we stand.

Closing Out 
the Campaign

By The Reverend Sandy Webb
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Through God’s grace and the 
generosity of our parishioners, Holy 
Communion’s capital finances are in 
a remarkably good position given the 
size of the project that we have just 
accomplished. But, we still have work 
to do.

Every pledge truly matters if we are 
going to ensure a strong finish to The 
Campaign for Holy Communion. The 
vestry hopes that all parishioners will 
do what they can to complete their 
pledges on or ahead of schedule so that 
we can settle our line of credit as soon 
as possible and replenish some other 
funds that we financed internally. Over 
the course of this year, the vestry will 
establish a plan to address the deficit 
that is projected to remain after all 
pledges have been fulfilled.

In Genesis 18, an angel asks Sarah 
and Abraham a question: “Is anything 
too wonderful for the Lord?” God 
placed the same question before Church 
of the Holy Communion several years 
ago, and God delivered for us in the 
same way he delivered for our ancestors. 
My prayer is that Holy Communion 
will continue to dream unimaginable 
dreams, and that God will continue to 
help us exceed them. 

REVENUE

Phase I – Gifts:     $   8,192,013

Phase II – Gifts:     $   2,702,944

Other Revenue:      $      948,085

(Bequests, Memorials, Capital Reserves, 

Operating Surpluses, Interest Income, etc.)

      

Adjustments:                                           ($        21,416)

Total Projected Revenue    $ 11,821,626

 

EXPENSE

Renovations: Blaisdell, Greenwood, Cheney:  $   8,294,369

Renovations: Nave, Narthex, Sacristy:  $   2,887,248

Contribution: Shared Athletic and Wellness Center: $      955,000

Additional Improvements and Repairs:  $      115,373

Total Incurred Expense:    $ 12,251,990

Projected Revenue Less Incurred Expenses:            ($      430,364)

CASH FLOW

Pledges Paid to Date    $    9,889,394  
               (90.77% of Total)

Balance on Construction Loan   $    1,529,313

"Is there 
anything 
too wonderful 
for the Lord?"

CAPITAL BUDGET
as of January 2021
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Get Active in February at Holy Communion!

Bootcamp with the 
Desert Mothers and 
Fathers: Growing in 
Personal Prayer
The Reverend Jonathan Chesney
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. on Zoom
March 10, March 17, March 24, 
and March 31
Together we’ll reflect and practice 
different types of personal prayer 
and look at what makes for a 

good prayer practice, drawing on the guidance of the Desert 
Mothers and Fathers and other Saints of prayer along the way. 

Ordinary 
Holiness
The Reverend Sandy Webb
Sundays at 1 p.m. on Zoom
March 14 and March 21

At the Last Supper he shared 
with his disciples, Jesus took 
ordinary things and made them 

holy – a loaf of bread, a cup of wine, a basin of water, and a towel 
from the kitchen. Fr. Sandy reflects on how each of these items 
went from being ordinary to being holy and suggests ways that 
we can find holiness in the seemingly ordinary elements of our 
everyday lives.

 A Spirituality for the Second 
Half of Life
The Reverend Eyleen Farmer | Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. on 
Zoom  |  April 7, April 14, and April 21 

Drawing from both modern and ancient spiritual masters, we will 
explore the rich possibilities for continued growth in the second half 
of life. These conversations will not be about any self-improvement 
program or finally getting it right. Instead we will consider the 
deeper questions of meaning, wisdom, and pathways to joy.

Poetry at the 
Hinge
The Reverend Katherine Bush
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 
on Zoom  |  January 27, 
February 3, and February 10

We will read poetry and 
talk about our lives as we look toward signs of change on the 
horizon: in the Church seasons, in the natural landscape, and 
in this long COVID-tide. 

Episcopal Music 101 
Dr. David Ouzts, 
Minister of Music and Liturgy 
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom
February 18, February 25, March 4, 
and March 11

Throughout the years, Church of the 
Holy Communion parishioners have often 

asked, “How do you select the hymns and other music that we 
use in our worship?” We will explore the various types of liturgical 
music that we use – hymns, Psalms, anthems, and service music – 
and the ways music illuminates the texts in our worship. 

Observing 
a Holy Lent
Sarah Cowan, 
Seminarian
Sundays at 1:00 p.m. 
on Zoom   
February 21, February 
28, and March 7 

Early converts to 
Christianity spent the season of Lent in prayerful preparation 
for their baptism and participation in the Eucharist. Begin 
your Lenten season by exploring the elements of scripture 
and Christian history the foundation to the ways in which 
we mark Lent, Holy Week, and Easter. 

ADULT FORMATION February-April |

Contemporary Theology in Action   Sundays at 9 a.m. on Zoom  |  We meet via Zoom Sunday mornings 
at 9:00 a.m. Join us to hear from contemporary, progressive theologians and to discuss current events in relation to theological ideas. 
Contact Mike Watson by email for Zoom login credentials: mike082162@gmail.com. All are welcome! 

Join us for Online! Classes will take place via Zoom 
videoconference. Register at HolyCommunion.org. 
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YOUTH
WOW is now The Table! 
6th-12th grade
Wednesdays | 5 p.m. on Zoom | Contact 
Carter Webster to join!
 
Episcopal Youth Community (EYC) 
6th-12th grade
Sundays | 4:15- 5:15 p.m. | dropoff and 
pickup at front steps of church

Get Active in February at Holy Communion!

JANUARY BAPTISMS
Henry Cotten Williamson / Jan. 10, 2021 
Allison & Richard Williamson
Emory Wren Greer & Owen Joseph Greer / Jan. 17, 2021 
Rebecca & Andrew Greer

REEL THEOLOGY: Get Low
Live Zoom Discussion: | Thursday, February 25, 7 p.m.
CONTACT: Robert Propst
Reel Theology, Holy Communion's film discussion group, 
will meet over Zoom on February 25, and we will discuss Get 
Low. Please watch the film ahead of time and then join us for 
online discussion and fellowship. To sign up, go to Jotform.
com/HolyCMemphis/Reel-Theology. 

OUTREACH
Bag Lunches for 
Constance Abbey  
As the temperatures fall, our 
need for bag lunches goes up! 
Our Holy Communion 
volunteers continue to provide 
bag lunches for our neighbors 
at Constance Abbey. Each 
volunteer prepares 10 sack 
lunches that each include a 
protein-based sandwich or wrap (plant or meat protein), 
a fruit (in season fresh or fruit cups), a dessert and chips 
or thin sliced vegetables. These lunches are dropped off on 
Mondays and Fridays at the Walnut Grove parking lot at 
Church of the Holy Communion. It can be a fun activity 

Pre-YC
4th & 5th grade
February 21 | 2:30-3:30 p.m. 

Middle School Bible Study
Wednesdays | 6:45 - 7:30 a.m. | meet at church 
by youth room entrance 

High School Hangout @ Panera Laurelwood
Tuesdays | 3:00 - 4:00 p.m.

for the whole family to get involved, staying safe at home to 
assemble lunches for our neighbors. To sign up, please click 
below. Please contact Barb Boucher with any questions at 
901-832-2835.
Emmanuel Center: Emmanuel Center Food Pantry
As you shop for your own groceries, please consider adding 
non-perishable food items to your cart for Emmanuel Center’s 
new food pantry. You may drop off donations at the collection 
box near the south door to the Vaughan Welcome Center at any 
time.

RECREATION
Wellness rooms are open for limited classes and 
private exercise!
Parishioners may reserve a block of time to walk, exercise, play 
pickleball or walk the labyrinth in one of our wellness rooms. 
Parishioners and family or parishioners and 3 guests may reserve 
the room for 30-minute blocks of time. The room will be 
limited to one group at a time. 

•  Tai Chi & Yoga Classes
Space in each class is extremely limited, and pre-registration 
is required. Facial coverings also required. 

•  Spring Soccer Registration (Ages 5 
to 13 Boys & Girls)
Sign up for Spring Soccer! Practices 
will start in mid-March. Games will 
start April 9 and end in mid-May.

•  Baseball/Softball/T-Ball 
Registration (Ages 5 to 10 Boys & 
Girls) Games will start April 28 and end in late-May.

REGISTER  holycommunion.org/recreation-wellness
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Get to Know the 2021 Vestry Officers 
Steve Maury 

Senior Warden

I was born into Holy 
Communion, so it has 

always been a part of my life, 
from the nursery to Sunday 
School to my first baseball 
and basketball games when I 
was six years old, including 
baptism, confirmation and 
marriage.  Apart from my family and my home, it is the 
most constant thing in my life. 

I see Holy Communion as a bustling community with 
an always-filled parking lot.  I see meetings of various 
groups, church, civic and business all day, sports and music 
lessons, choirs and classes and speakers at night, with all 
gathering on Sunday and Wednesday night to worship and 
visit, and all, parish and visitors, feeling at home.

My career has been banking for 35 years, beginning as 
a branch manager for the old National Bank of Commerce 
and now as a Senior Vice President and real estate lender 
for Paragon Bank.  I graduated from UT-K in Political 
Science and from U of M with an MBA.  My outside 
involvement has mostly been through the church, helping 
with basketball and children’s formation and working on 
the Book It 5K, doing what Julie Fike tells me to do.

Liz Crowder
Junior Warden

This past year has highlighted 
how much Holy Communion 

really does mean to me.  For 
me, Holy Communion is an 
extended family and I am looking 
forward to the time when we 
can get back together.  I miss the 
fellowship with other parishioners 

and watching their children grow up, assisting bridal couples 
and ringing bells with the choir.  At the same time, I am so 
impressed and thankful that the entire parish, clergy and staff 
have been open-minded and creative about new ways to address 
safety concerns while continuing our mission as a church.

What is my vision for Holy Communion? I answered this 
question last year as I was nominated for the vestry, but my 
answer this year is much different.  Last year, it was all about 
what we could do with our new buildings.  The good news 
about the pandemic is that it created a sense of urgency to 

improve our online ministry and outreach as well as 
improve our office technology and processes.  With both 
our wonderful new facilities and a more robust online 
presence, Holy Communion will be poised to be even more 
welcoming and effective at ministry than we already are.  
Of course, I have to wind that 
up with “It’s a great time to be at 
Holy Communion!”

Jack Straton
Treasurer

My wife and I are cradle 
Episcopalians.  We have 

been active in our home parish 
since we married over 30 years 
ago.  Upon moving to Memphis 
in 1998, we joined Holy Communion.  Our kids were raised 
here and one of my daughters was married here in 2019.  Holy 
Communion has been a constant presence in our lives.  Many 
of our close friends are people we met at Holy Communion.  
We miss the fellowship of in-person worship, and look forward 
to the day we are able to attend a crowded service “like old 
times”.  I have been amazed at how our clergy and staff 
have led us through the pandemic, and how we as a church 
body have really stepped up to help others and further our 
commitment to our mission. 

I am entering my third year as Treasurer.  I have been 
involved in a variety of activities at Holy Communion, 
including ushering, helping with More than a Meal, being 
an Intercessor and prior vestry experience.

I am currently CFO of Stratas Foods, manufacturer of a 
range of food products including vegetable oils, mayonnaise, 
dressings and sauces.  I have been with Stratas or affiliated 
companies since 1984.  Raised in West Virginia, I have an 
engineering degree from Vanderbilt University and an MBA 
from Harvard Business School.  I served on the board of the 
Pink Palace Family of Museums 
and was involved in the Chickasaw 
Council of the Boy Scouts when 
my son was a Scout.

Kyle Smith
Clerk

Holy Communion means the 
world to me and my family.  
Our church has been a constant 
influence since Elizabeth and I 

(2021 Vestry Officers continues on page 7)
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Katherine will assist with Sunday morning worship at Holy 
Communion, offering three Sunday sermons this spring.

The Reverend Eyleen Farmer
Like the Reverend Katherine Bush, the Reverend Eyleen 

Farmer has a long, beloved history in the neighborhood 
Holy Communion calls home. 

“I was ordained as a Baptist in 1994, and I raised my 
children at Second Baptist, right across the street from Holy 
Communion.” 

For over a decade, Reverend Eyleen was a hospice 
chaplain. When looking for a denominational change, she 
started attending worship services at Holy Communion. 

“Gary Jones, who at that time was the rector, was so 
welcoming to me. He even invited me to preach a few 
times. I was confirmed at Holy Communion in 2003, 
and around the same time, I started exploring ordained 
ministry because I was so in love with the liturgical worship 
I experienced here.”

After attending Vanderbilt Divinity School, Reverend 
Eyleen’s priestly ordination took place on Epiphany 2007. 

“There is nothing about my Baptist background that I 
reject,” she says. “Both are spiritual homes for me.” 

Following her ordination in the Episcopal Church, 
Reverend Eyleen served Calvary Episcopal Church until 
her retirement in 2017. During that time, she also founded 
Thistle & Bee, a social enterprise organization that 
supports women survivors of prostitution and trafficking in 
Memphis.  

Reverend Eyleen is looking forward to presenting A 
Spirituality for the Second Half of Life as a formation 
offering to Holy Communion this April.  

“I have found that at midlife, my own priorities began 
to shift a little bit. The first half of life is building your life – 
career, family and more. Once those things are in place, it’s 

time to take a deep dive and ask, What is God asking of me 
now?” 

“As a hospice chaplain, I learned a lot about how I want 
to LIVE my life. I want to go to God with a wide open 
heart. The things that I give myself over to, the questions I 
ask myself, and the choices I make support that intention 
for an open heart.” 

In addition to her adult formation offering, Reverend 
Eyleen will also serve Holy Communion this spring by 
officiating and offering reflections at a number of 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday services. 

Sarah Cowan
Sarah Cowan will rejoin the staff and pastoral team this 

spring remotely from her home in Alexandria, Virginia, 
where she is a senior seminarian at Virginia Theological 
Seminary. Holy Communion sponsored Sarah for ordained 
ministry, and served as its pastoral intern in Summer 2020. 

This Spring, she will lead an adult formation offering, 
Observing a Holy Lent, over Zoom. 

“I remember Sandy saying numerous times that the 
more you participate in Holy Week, the greater your 
Easter joy. I have certainly become aware of that. When we 
participate in Lent, Palm Sunday, and all the Holy Week 
liturgies, we truly see them culminate in Easter and interact 
as a whole.” 

The class will explore how early Christians would have 
observed Lent and Holy Week in prayerful preparation for 
their baptism and participation in the Eucharist. “It was a 
truly life-changing experience to become a Christian and 
then received into the body of Christ.” 

Sarah’s three-week class will take place over Zoom on 
Sundays at 1 p.m. from February 21 to March 7. Sarah will 
also share in Holy Communion’s Pastor-on-Call rotation 
this spring.

Old friends cont'd from page 1

For complete information on all our Spring Adult Formation classes mentioned here, please turn to pages 4-5. 

received our premarital counseling from Mary Jo Melberger 
some 25 years ago.  Through the ups and downs of life, Holy 
Communion provides a stable influence.  As I strive to walk 
down the path that Jesus laid out for us, it is vital to have a 
community of Christians to support, teach, and walk with you.

I envision Holy Communion coming to the forefront of 
technological convenience for our parishioners and visitors.  
Making our website more interactive and inviting will be 
a key goal over the next year.  We need to engage not only 
newcomers but also long time parishioners to get both 
groups more involved in the daily life of Holy Communion.  

More outreach and more educational opportunities will be 
key areas to focus on.

I operate my family's swimming pool business.  
As a small business owner, I wear many hats.  Our 
corporate path over the last decade is not unlike Holy 
Communion's path over the same period.  Our family 
business is unrecognizable from the company that it was 
10 years ago.  Over the years, I have been involved in 
MIFA and Special Olympics.  I have a special place in my 
heart for the Baddour Center in Senatobia, MS where my 
older brother lives.

2021 Vestry Officers cont'd from page 6



Clergy

The Right Reverend Phoebe Roaf, Bishop
The Reverend Sandy Webb, Rector

The Reverend Hester Mathes*, Senior Associate Rector
The Reverend Jonathan Chesney, Associate Rector

The Reverend Dr. Randy McCloy, Deacon
*On sabbatical through March 27, 2021

Vestry

Steve Maury, Sr. Warden + Liz Crowder, Jr. Warden
Jack Straton, Treasurer + Kyle Smith, Clerk

Ellie Bakelaar, Thomas Carlisle, Tricia Dewey, Bradley Fogelman, 
Barton Lynch, Evelyn McGahey, Jean McGhee, Jack Nelson, 

Judy Phillips, Dan Poag, Anna Rojas, and Romaine Scott

lay staff
Emily Austin                        Minister of Communication
Teresa Boone                  Director of Administration
Laura Clausen                Financial Assistant
Mary Beth Darrow                                     Director of Operations
Martha Earnest                                                         Facilities Staff
Julie Fike                                  Director of Recreation & Wellness
Roosevelt Gray                                                   Facilities Staff
Megan Johnson                        Minister of Welcome 
Dr. Ellen Koziel                            Assistant Minister of Music
Cindy McMillion                              Parish Photographer 
Beth Mitchell                          Assistant Minister of Communication
Ann Moorehead                                                       Facilities Staff
Dr. David Ouzts                             Minister of Music and Liturgy
Jim Sawicki                                                                         Facilities Staff
Jamie Shaw                                                                         Facilities Staff
Carter Webster                                                       Minister to Youth 
Cynthia Williams                         Receptionist
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Church of the Holy Communion, an Episcopal Church 
in the center of Memphis, seeks to be a sacred presence, 

grounded in the servant ministry of Jesus, offering 
spiritual growth opportunities for all.

WORSHIP TIMES
Sundays (Online): 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Sundays (In-Person): 9:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Wednesdays (Online): 12:15 p.m.

Memorials & Honoraria
Received December 16, 2020 – January 15, 2021

In honor of
Marion Birge Morgan

Brier Smith Turner

In memory of
Robert Burleigh
Barbara McCaull

Alice Bolton
Robert & Cecile Harper

In memory of Frances Smith
Cynthia & Robert Smith

Mrs. William Thorsell
Jenny Elkins

In thanksgiving for the life of
Frances Smith

Susan & William Penland, Jr.

In memory of
Sarah Frances Bean

Alice Bolton

In honor of
David Ouzts & Lee Middleton

Marriage blessing
to Friends of Music Fund

Alice Bolton
Richard & Betty Hoffman

In honor of
John & Barbara Snyder

and their family
Bert & Vicky Rojas

In memory of Janet Haire
Kate & Andy Pouncey

In memory of
James William Carnathan

Julie Meeks

In memory of
Jackson Roberts

Robert & Cecile Harper

In memory of Bruce Swords
Robert & Cecile Harper

In memory of
Peg Schulz

Rob McFarlan
Wayne Ferguson
Joanne Fleming

Peggy Frazer

In memory of Peg Schulz
to the Altar Guild

Eunice Tenent

In honor of my parents,
Edward & Ruth Taylor

Stewart, Harrison,
& Hobson Hunt

In honor of and
thanksgiving for

Pastoral Care
Joye Monaghan

In memory of
Mac Thompson

Jeannette Birge Thompson


