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CONTEMPLATIVE HOLY EUCHARIST 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER: 

SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAY 

MAY 16, 2021 AT 5:30 P.M. 

 

A WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

 

• Please keep your mask on at all times. 

• Please sit in the pews, keeping at least six feet of distance between groups. 

• At the end of the service, depart beginning with the rear pews, keeping six feet of distance 

between groups. 

• Restrooms are available near Cheney Parish Hall. Please follow the posted health and 

safety guidelines. 

 

PRELUDE Pavane from the XVI Century Anonymous 

 

OPENING SENTENCES      remain seated 

 

We gather here in your presence, God, 

In our need, and bringing with us the needs of the world. 

We come with our faith and with our doubts; 

We come with our hopes and with our fears. 

We come as we are, because you invite us to come. 
 

Be with us this night. Amen. 

 

READING     John 17:6-19 

 

A reading from John. 

 

esus prayed for his disciples, “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me 

from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 

Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave 

to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; 

and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf 

of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are 

yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the 

world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your 
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name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I 

protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was 

lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am 

coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made 

complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because 

they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take 

them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the 

world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you 

have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify 

myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

REFLECTION                   please sit The Reverend Hester Mathes 

            
MUSIC FOR MEDITATION “See the Conqueror mounts in triumph” In Babilone 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

Space has been provided so that you may write your prayers during the silence following each or 

during the music for meditation. 

 

Let us keep silence before God, and through our minds and imaginations offer our prayers this 

night. Let us pray. 

 

Rejoicing in the mighty acts of God who has delivered his people from sin and death, let us lift 

our voices saying:   

Risen Lord, hear our prayer.     Silence 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

For your Church, that the message of Christ’s resurrection may be spread far and wide. 

Risen Lord, hear our prayer.     Silence 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

For the nations of the world, that honesty and goodwill may prevail among all those in authority.  

Risen Lord, hear our prayer.     Silence 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

For the earth and all its inhabitants, that wisdom and care may guide our treatment of one another 

and of your creation. 

Risen Lord, hear our prayer.     Silence 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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For those who suffer in mind, body or spirit, that your strengthening companionship may be felt 

by all in need.   

Risen Lord, hear our prayer.     Silence 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

For those who serve our country here and abroad, for those in harm’s way, and for those who are 

victims of war, violence and natural disasters, that your healing grace may be present to them.   

Risen Lord, hear our prayer.     Silence 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

For those who have died, that they may be welcomed into your kingdom. 

Risen Lord, hear our prayer.     Silence 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

For all gathered here, that our concerns and our burdens may grow lighter as we share them with 

you.  

Risen Lord, hear our prayer.     Silence 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Risen Lord, this day is full of delight in the mystery of God’s undying love.  May the hope of the 

resurrection continue to lift our hearts, transform our lives, and empower us for your service. 

Amen.   

 

THE PEACE     stand The peace of the Lord with always with you. 

 And also with you. 

 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
Your gifts may be left after the service in the alms basins by the doors of the Church. 

 

MUSIC AT THE OFFERTORY “How Can I Keep From Singing?” Shaker Hymn 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER      please stand 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

God of life and love, God of wholeness and healing, God of redemption and reconciliation:  

 

In the beginning of creation, you placed your people on the banks of a river. You filled them 

with life, life which is the power to love, and you let them choose whether they would love, 

whether they would live.  
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Tempted by the mirage of knowledge and power, your people fell into sin, and their children 

with them. Death entered the world, and things were never the same again.  

 

Knowing no greater love than to die for another, you sent your Son, you sent your very self, to 

live and love with people who had chosen another path.  

 

Jesus’ example drew many people back to you, and his sacrifice redeemed the rest. In him, every 

lost coin is found, every lost sheep is returned, every lost son is welcomed home.  

 

Just as all of this was about to be accomplished, Jesus shared a meal with his friends. There was 

nothing particularly special about the food that night – bread from the cupboard and wine from 

the table – but there was something very special in his words:  

 

Holding the bread, he said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.”  

 

Having finished the meal and given thanks, Jesus held the cup of wine.  

 

He said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for 

you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

 

With these words, ordinary things became holy, and ordinary people became holy too.  

 

Remembering your love, and giving thanks for it, we join our voices with your holy people in 

every generation, with every follower of Christ, past, present, and yet to come, as we say: 

 

Our Lord lived among us.  

Our Lord died among us.  

Our Lord rose from the grave,  

and will come to bring us home.  

 

All-loving God, send your Holy Spirit to another people on another river, to another people 

whom you have given the power to love, and who seek the strength to do it.  

 

Sanctify these gifts of bread and wine by your Holy Spirit, to be for your people the Body and 

Blood of Christ.  

 

As you make holy these gifts, make holy also these people, and give us as gifts to your world.  

 

In your good time, O Lord, and through our ministry in your name, grant that violence will cease,  

that exploitation will end, and that we will once again see ourselves as a single human family, 

planted like a tree by the river of life, and loved more than life itself.  

 

All this we ask in the Name of God, the God who exists as a community of persons, the God for 

whom no darkness is ever too deep, and no person ever too far gone.  
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To him be all glory, thanks, and praise, forever and forever more. AMEN. 

 

As our Savior Jesus Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.             

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD       Silence is kept. 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. (and may add) Take them in remembrance that Christ 

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

Worship Hosts will guide parishioners forward to receive Communion at the altar rail.  

 

A Worship Host will let you know when it is time to leave your pew. Please proceed forward by 

the center aisle making sure to keep six feet of distance between you and your group in front of 

you. (Six feet is about two pews of distance.) 

 

When you arrive at the front of the nave, another Worship Host will help you determine when a 

Communion Minister is ready to serve you. If two Communion Ministers are serving, you should 

receive Communion from the Communion Minister on the same side of the nave as your pew.  

 

When you approach the Communion Minister, please continue to wear your face covering and 

do not kneel. If you extend your hands, the Communion Minister will offer you a wafer which you 

may consume once you have returned to your pew. If you cross your arms over your chest, the 

Communion Minister will offer a touchless blessing. In either case, your response is: “Amen”  

 

Please return to your pew by the side aisle. Once you are seated again – and only then – you 

may briefly remove your face covering to consume the wafer. Please put your face covering back 

on immediately after consuming the wafer.  

 

MUSIC AT THE COMMUNION Selve Amiche (“Friendly Forest”) Antonio Caldara 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                  standing                    Let us pray. 
 

Most loving God, we give you thanks for this foretaste of your glory. Through Christ, and 

with all your saints, we offer ourselves and our lives to your service. Send us out in the 

power of your Spirit, to stand with you in your world. We ask this through Jesus Christ, 

the servant, our friend and brother. Amen. 

 

BLESSING      standing People Amen. 
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VOLUNTARY Down by the Salley Gardens                  seated arr. Sunita Staneslow 

 

NIGHT PRAYER   from New Zealand Prayer Book     stand             
 

Lord, it is night. The night is for stillness. Let us be still in the presence of God. It is night after a 

long day. What has been done has been done; what has not been done has not been done; let it 

be. The night is dark. Let our fears of the darkness of the world and of our own lives rest in you. 

The night is quiet. Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, all dear to us, and all who have no 

peace. The night heralds the dawn. Let us look expectantly to a new day, new joys, new 

possibilities. In your name we pray. Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL              remain standing People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING  

 

Please make your offering  

in one of the following ways:   

 

• Through our website: www.holycommunion.org/give 

• By texting “CHC” to 732-56 

• By using the QR code at right  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY  
The Right Reverend Phoebe A. Roaf, Celebrant  

The Reverend Hester Mathes, Reflector  

Elizabeth Houston, harp 

 

 

 

 

 
Permission for podcast/streaming under One License.net #A-702284.  

Hymns from The Hymnal 1982, Copyright ©1985 Church Publishing Incorporated, and 
Wonder, Love, and Praise, Copyright ©1997 Church Publishing Incorporated. All rights reserved. 

All other instrumental voluntaries, public domain 
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WELCOME, BISHOP PHOEBE! 
 

Holy Communion’s 5:30 p.m. Contemplative Service community welcomes  

The Right Reverend Phoebe A. Roaf, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of West Tennessee.  

 
 

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Athletic Field & Track Closures. 
Holy Communion congratulates the Class of 2021 all this month! St. Mary’s Episcopal School will host 

commencement exercises on Southard Field on Monday, May 17, so the field and track will be closed for  

setup May 13-17. Thank you for understanding. Please contact Julie Fike with any questions: 

juliefike@holycommunion.org. 

  

Wednesday Noonday Prayer is going on summer break. 
Livestreamed Noonday Prayer (Wednesdays at 12:15 p.m.) will take a summer hiatus on Wednesday, May 19. 

Please contact Father Jonathan with any questions. 

 

Mark your calendar for Serve 901: Youth Summer Service Days! | July 6-8, 2021 | 9 

a.m. - 3 p.m. | Rising 6th grade - Rising College Freshman | We will spend our days serving ministries 

partnered with Church of the Holy Communion, Grace St. Luke's, and Calvary Episcopal Church. Friends are 

always welcome! Cost is $50, but partial and full scholarships are available. Please contact Minister to Youth 

Carter Webster for complete information: cwebster@holycommunion.org. 

 

Support the Plus-1 Program! | All this May, Holy Communion's Outreach ministry 

encourages you to support the Plus-1 Program! Plus-1 is a partnership between MIFA and MLGW that 

provides utility assistance for individuals and families in financial crisis. MLGW customers fund the program 

by adding a dollar or more to their utility bills each month, or by making a one-time gift directly to 

MIFA. MLGW collects Plus-1 funds through customer bills and makes monthly disbursements to 

MIFA. MIFA screens clients for eligibility. The average eligible household receives about $300 in assistance. 

Here's how you can support Plus-1: 

• Add $1 or more to your monthly MLGW bill by signing up online through the MLGW website, or by 

calling MLGW's Customer Care Center at (901) 544-6549. 

• Make a one-time donation in any amount directly to MIFA using the secure form 

here: https://www.mifa.org/plus-1. 

If you have any questions about this program or would like to help Holy Communion publicize the campaign, 

please contact Emily Woodside: erwoodside@comcast.net 

Deliver Hot Meals | Many homebound seniors depend upon MIFA each day for a hot meal. Often the two 

MOW volunteers are the only people the seniors will see each day. MIFA has protocols in place to ensure an 

efficient, safe, and secure delivery experience for clients and volunteers, with routes available all over the city. Contact 

Kristi Estes at MIFA at 901-529-4521, kestes@mifa.org, for more information or to schedule a trial route. 

 

Emmanuel Center Food Pantry | Emmanuel Center opens its gym each week for fifty-two student to use 

as a safe, virtual learning center. On many days, food insecurity is prevalent in these students’ lives.  In response to 

this need, Emmanuel Center has started a small, on-site pantry to allow students to select items needed in their 

homes. As you shop for your own groceries, please consider adding non-perishable food items to your cart for 

Emmanuel Center. You may drop off donations at the collection box near the south door to the Vaughan 

Welcome Center at any time. The students of Emmanuel Center thank you for your continued support. 
 
 

mailto:cwebster@holycommunion.org
https://www.mifa.org/plus-1
mailto:erwoodside@comcast.net
mailto:kestes@mifa.org
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PRAYER LIST 
 

For all affected by COVID-19 and those serving them, Rosemary Adams, Bill Branch, Stan 

Bryant, Kate Calvin, Vickey Carey, Betty Cowles; for Sarah, Curt, Billy, and Corinne Cowan, 

our seminarian and family; Simon Evans & family, Emily Ferguson; Elizabeth & Matt Fike 

and family; Diana Foster, Aleine Hansen, Andy Hansen, Linda Hart, Frances Hay, Wil Hunt, 

Liza Knapp & Dave Martin, Dotti Kozik, Noel Ljubicic, Jim McGehee, Peggy A. Melvin, The 

Muller family, Martha Oseman, Connie Pittman, the Rev. Al Reilly, The Roberts family, Sarah, 

Emily Shaw, Jean Strickland, Jed Taylor, Sallie Watson, Carol White, Lane Whitehead, Earle 

Whittington, Christian Williams, and Beth Wyngarden. For those serving in the Armed Forces: 

Benjamin, Bennett, Dan, David, David, Fred Jr., James, Mack, Noel, Peyton, Ross, Timothy 

Jr., Tracey, and Zach. For those who have died and those who grieve for them: Sandi Sircher, 

Betty Boucher, David Dando, Larkin Bryant, and Jim Thompson.  
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(901) 767-6987     www.holycommunion.org 
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