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SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER: 

SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAY 

MAY 16, 2021 AT 8:00 A.M. 

 

A WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION Book of Common Prayer, page 323 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 

Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will towards men.  

We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee,  

we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,  

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.  

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;  

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  

that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  

Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer.  

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.  

For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord;  

thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,  

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. Let us pray. 
 

O God, the King of glory, who hast exalted thine only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph unto 

thy kingdom in heaven: We beseech thee, leave us not comfortless, but send to us thine Holy 

Ghost to comfort us, and exalt us unto the same place whither our Savior Christ is gone before; 

who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 
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FIRST READING Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

 

n those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one 

hundred twenty persons) and said, "Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy 

Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested 

Jesus-- for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry. So one of the 

men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 

beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us-- one of these 

must become a witness with us to his resurrection." So they proposed two, Joseph called 

Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, "Lord, you 

know everyone's heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this 

ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place." And they cast 

lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM 1            read as directed 

 

1  Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, * 

nor lingered in the way of sinners, 

nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

2  Their delight is in the law of the LORD, * 

and they meditate on his law day and night. 

3  They are like trees planted by streams of water, 

bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; * 

everything they do shall prosper. 

4  It is not so with the wicked; * 

they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

5  Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, * 

nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

6  For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, * 

but the way of the wicked is doomed. 

 

 

SECOND READING     1 John 5:9-13 
 

A reading from First John. 

 

f we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of 

God that he has testified to his Son. Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony 

in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the 

testimony that God has given concerning his Son. And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal 

life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of 

I 
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God does not have life. I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so 

that you may know that you have eternal life. 

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL     John 17:6-19 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

 

esus prayed for his disciples, “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me 

from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 

Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave 

to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; 

and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf 

of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are 

yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the 

world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your 

name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I 

protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was 

lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am 

coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made 

complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because 

they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take 

them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the 

world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you 

have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify 

myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

 

SERMON The Reverend Jonathan Chesney 

 

NICENE CREED       Book of Common Prayer, page 326 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 

became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 

will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

J 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Book of Common Prayer, page 328 
 

All are invited to pray with special prayer intentions at home, either silently or aloud. You may 
also share prayer requests in the comment section of Church of the Holy Communion's 
livestream worship videos. Email your private prayer requests directly to the Church of the Holy 
Communion clergy. To add names to the Prayer List, please email jchesney@holycommunion.org.  
 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world. 

 

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and 

supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy 

divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of 

truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in 

the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love.  

 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially Justin, Archbishop 

of Canterbury, Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Phoebe, our Bishop, that they may, both by 

their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy 

holy Sacraments.  

 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; 

that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving 

thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life.  

 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this 

and every land, especially Joe, our President, Bill, our Governor, and Jim and Lee, our Mayors, 

that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world.  

 

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, 

rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful 

stewards of thy bounty.  

 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those 

who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. 

 

Additional petitions and thanksgivings may be included here.  

 

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear, 

remembering especially ____________, beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy 

love and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of all thy saints, that with 

them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus 

Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 

 
CONFESSION OF SIN  Book of Common Prayer, page 330  

 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.  
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Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge of all men: We 

acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we from time to time most 

grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, provoking 

most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly repent, and are heartily 

sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, the burden of 

them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for thy 

Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may ever 

hereafter serve and please thee in newness of life, to the honor and glory of thy Name; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all 

those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and 

deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.  

 

Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you. Matthew 11:28  

 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all that believe in him 

should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16  

 

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 

save sinners. 1 Timothy 1:15  

 

THE PEACE The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

 And with thy spirit. 

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

 

AT THE OFFERING  

 

Please make your offering electronically 

in one of the following ways:   

 

• Through our website: www.holycommunion.org/give 

• By texting “CHC” to 732-56 

• By using the QR code at right.  

 

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

 

Act of Reception  

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your 

blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for 

creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, 

and resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory. I believe that you are truly 

present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, I pray 

you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my 
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soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by 

your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my wisdom 

and guide me in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of your holiness; 

and, in the power of your gracious might, rule over every hostile power that threatens or 

disturbs the growth of your kingdom, who with the Father and the Holy Spirit, lives and 

reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

  

 

 

BLESSING  People Amen.  

 

 

 

DISMISSAL People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY 

The Reverend Jonathan Chesney, Officiant and Preacher 

Carter Webster, Lector 
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ATHLETIC FIELD & TRACK CLOSURES 

 

Holy Communion congratulates the Class of 2021 all this month!  St. Mary’s Episcopal School  
will host commencement exercises on Southard Field on Monday, May 17, so the field and track  

will be closed for setup May 13-17. Thank you for understanding.  
Please contact Julie Fike with any questions: juliefike@holycommunion.org. 

 
 

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Wednesday Noonday Prayer is going on summer break. 
Livestreamed Noonday Prayer (Wednesdays at 12:15 p.m.) will take a summer hiatus on Wednesday, May 19. 

Please contact Father Jonathan with any questions. 

 

Mark your calendar for Serve 901: Youth Summer Service Days! | July 6-8, 2021 | 9 

a.m. - 3 p.m. | Rising 6th grade - Rising College Freshman | We will spend our days serving ministries 

partnered with Church of the Holy Communion, Grace St. Luke's, and Calvary Episcopal Church. Friends are 

always welcome! Cost is $50, but partial and full scholarships are available. Please contact Minister to Youth 

Carter Webster for complete information: cwebster@holycommunion.org. 

 

Support the Plus-1 Program! | All this May, Holy Communion's Outreach ministry 

encourages you to support the Plus-1 Program! Plus-1 is a partnership between MIFA and MLGW that 

provides utility assistance for individuals and families in financial crisis. MLGW customers fund the program 

by adding a dollar or more to their utility bills each month, or by making a one-time gift directly to 

MIFA. MLGW collects Plus-1 funds through customer bills and makes monthly disbursements to 

MIFA. MIFA screens clients for eligibility. The average eligible household receives about $300 in assistance. 

Here's how you can support Plus-1: 

• Add $1 or more to your monthly MLGW bill by signing up online through the MLGW website, or by 

calling MLGW's Customer Care Center at (901) 544-6549. 

• Make a one-time donation in any amount directly to MIFA using the secure form 

here: https://www.mifa.org/plus-1. 

If you have any questions about this program or would like to help Holy Communion publicize the campaign, 

please contact Emily Woodside: erwoodside@comcast.net 

Zumba is back!  Mondays, 6:30-7:20 p.m.; Saturdays, 9:30 a.m.-10:20 a.m. |  McNeill Family 

Gymnasium | CONTACT: Julie Fike | Join the party! Zumba is a cardio and sculpting dance-exercise 

class that fuses hypnotic Latin rhythms and easy-to-follow moves to create a fun and energizing workout. 

Classes are meeting in the McNeill Family Gymnasium at Holy Communion.  Space is limited and 

registration is required. To register, log on to holycommunion.org/fitness-classes. 

 

Deliver Hot Meals | Many homebound seniors depend upon MIFA each day for a hot meal. Often the two 

MOW volunteers are the only people the seniors will see each day. MIFA has protocols in place to ensure an 

efficient, safe, and secure delivery experience for clients and volunteers, with routes available all over the city. Contact 

Kristi Estes at MIFA at 901-529-4521, kestes@mifa.org, for more information or to schedule a trial route. 

 

Emmanuel Center Food Pantry | Emmanuel Center opens its gym each week for fifty-two student to use 

as a safe, virtual learning center. On many days, food insecurity is prevalent in these students’ lives.  In response to 

this need, Emmanuel Center has started a small, on-site pantry to allow students to select items needed in their 

homes. As you shop for your own groceries, please consider adding non-perishable food items to your cart for 

Emmanuel Center. You may drop off donations at the collection box near the south door to the Vaughan 

Welcome Center at any time. The students of Emmanuel Center thank you for your continued support. 

 

mailto:cwebster@holycommunion.org
https://www.mifa.org/plus-1
mailto:erwoodside@comcast.net
mailto:kestes@mifa.org
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PRAYER LIST 

 

For all affected by COVID-19 and those serving them, Rosemary Adams, Bill Branch, Stan 

Bryant, Kate Calvin, Vickey Carey, Betty Cowles; for Sarah, Curt, Billy, and Corinne Cowan, 

our seminarian and family; Simon Evans & family, Emily Ferguson; Elizabeth & Matt Fike 

and family; Diana Foster, Aleine Hansen, Andy Hansen, Linda Hart, Frances Hay, Wil Hunt, 

Liza Knapp & Dave Martin, Dotti Kozik, Noel Ljubicic, Jim McGehee, Peggy A. Melvin, The 

Muller family, Martha Oseman, Connie Pittman, the Rev. Al Reilly, The Roberts family, Sarah, 

Emily Shaw, Jean Strickland, Jed Taylor, Sallie Watson, Carol White, Lane Whitehead, Earle 

Whittington, Christian Williams, and Beth Wyngarden. For those serving in the Armed Forces: 

Benjamin, Bennett, Dan, David, David, Fred Jr., James, Mack, Noel, Peyton, Ross, Timothy 

Jr., Tracey, and Zach. For those who have died and those who grieve for them: Sandi Sircher, 

Betty Boucher, David Dando, Larkin Bryant, and Jim Thompson.  
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