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SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER: SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAY 
MAY 24, 2020 AT 10:30 A.M. 

 
MORNING PRAYER (RITE TWO) AND SERMON 

Book of Common Prayer, page 75 
 
PRELUDE Largo from Xerxes George Frideric Handel 
 
A WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 
HYMN 214 (stanzas 1-2) “Hail the day that sees him rise” 
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OPENING SENTENCES      Book of Common Prayer, page 77 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 
On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118:24  
 
Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians 15:57  
 
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God. Colossians 3:1  
 
Christ has entered, not into a sanctuary made with hands, a copy of the true one, but into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. Hebrews 9:24  
 
You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Acts 1:8 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN  Book of Common Prayer, page 79 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
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Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER Book of Common Prayer, page 80 
 
Lord, open our lips. 
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
CHRIST OUR PASSOVER Pascha nostrum  Book of Common Prayer, page 83 
 
Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 
 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *  
therefore let us keep the feast,  
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *  
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.  
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *  
death no longer has dominion over him.  
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *  
but the life he lives, he lives to God.  
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *  
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.  
Christ has been raised from the dead, *  
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
For since by a man came death, *  
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  
For as in Adam all die, *  
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 
 
PSALM 68:1-10, 33-36 
 
1  Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; * 

let those who hate him flee before him. 
2  Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; * 

as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 
3  But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; * 

let them also be merry and joyful. 
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4  Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; 
exalt him who rides upon the heavens; * 
YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him! 

5  Father of orphans, defender of widows, * 
God in his holy habitation! 

6  God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; * 
but the rebels shall live in dry places. 

7  O God, when you went forth before your people, * 
when you marched through the wilderness, 

8  The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, 
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, * 
at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 

9  You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; * 
you refreshed the land when it was weary. 

10  Your people found their home in it; * 
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor. 

33  Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; * 
sing praises to the LORD. 

34  He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; * 
he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice. 

35  Ascribe power to God; * 
his majesty is over Israel; his strength is in the skies. 

36  How wonderful is God in his holy places! * 
the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! Blessed be God! 

  
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
FIRST LESSON     Acts 1:6-14 
 
A reading from Acts. 
 

hen the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you 
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or 
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he was 
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up 
toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, 
why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” Then they returned to 
Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 
When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, 
and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of 
Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting 
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well 
as his brothers. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

W 
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CANTICLE: The Song of Zechariah Benedictus Dominus Deus Book of Common Prayer, page 93 
 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *  

he has come to his people and set them free.  
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *  

born of the house of his servant David.  
Through his holy prophets he promised of old,  

that he would save us from our enemies, *  
from the hands of all who hate us.  

He promised to show mercy to our fathers *  
and to remember his holy covenant.  

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *  
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,  

Free to worship him without fear, *  
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *  
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,  

To give his people knowledge of salvation *  
by the forgiveness of their sins.  

In the tender compassion of our God *  
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,  

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, *  
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
SECOND LESSON     John 17:1-11 
 
A reading from John. 
 

esus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the 
Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life 
to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only 

true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work 
that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I 
had in your presence before the world existed. I have made your name known to those whom you 
gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you 
gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came 
from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking 
on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All 
mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer 
in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in 
your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”  
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

J 
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CANTICLE: A Song to the Lamb Dignus es Book of Common Prayer, page 94 
 
Splendor and honor and kingly power *  

are yours by right, O Lord our God,  
For you created everything that is, *  

and by your will they were created and have their being; 
And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, *  

for with your blood you have redeemed for God,  
From every family, language, people, and nation, *  

a kingdom of priests to serve our God.  
And so, to him who sits upon the throne, *  

and to Christ the Lamb,  
Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, *  

for ever and for evermore. 
 
SERMON The Reverend Jonathan Chesney 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED Book of Common Prayer, page 96 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  Book of Common Prayer, page 97 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
SUFFRAGES A  Book of Common Prayer, page 97 
 
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;  
R. And grant us your salvation.  
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R. Let your people sing with joy.  
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
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V. Let your way be known upon earth;  
R. Your saving health among all nations.  
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to 
your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen 
us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
OTHER COLLECTS  Book of Common Prayer, page 99-100 
 
A Collect for Sundays  
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son 
our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may 
be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
A Collect for the Renewal of Life  
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the shadow of 
death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, 
and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness during the 
day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
A Collect for Peace  
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you is 
perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely 
trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
A Collect for Grace  
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this new day: 
Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; 
and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
A Collect for Guidance  
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide 
and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not 
forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
A PRAYER FOR MISSION OF THE CHURCH   Book of Common Prayer, page 100-101 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is 
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all 
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members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly 
serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to 
preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere 
may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all 
flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that 
everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that 
we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge 
and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen. 
 
All are invited to pray with special prayer intentions at home, either silently or aloud. You may 
also submit prayer requests via the Church of the Holy Communion Facebook or YouTube 
pages. Email your private prayer requests directly to the Church of the Holy Communion clergy. 
To add names to the Prayer List, please email jchesney@holycommunion.org.  
 
AT THE OFFERING “Bist du bei mir” Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
Bist du bei mir, geh ich mit Freuden zum Sterben und zu meiner Ruh. Ach, wie vergnügt wär so 
mein Ende, es drückten deine schönen Hände mir die getreuen Augen zu. Be thou with me and 
gladly I will go to death and on to my repose. Ah, how my end would bring contentment, if, 
pressing with thy hands so lovely, thou wouldst my faithful eyes then close. 
 trans. Z. Philip Ambrose 
 
 
 
Please make your offering electronically 
in one of the following ways:   
 

• Through our website: www.holycommunion.org/give 
• By texting “CHC” to 732-56 
• By using the QR code at right.  

 
 
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING   Book of Common Prayer, page 101 
 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless 
you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your 
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means 
of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your 
mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our 
lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by walking before you in 
holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
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A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM  Book of Common Prayer, page 102 
 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
BLESSING OF PRAYER SHAWLS 
 
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my whole being shall exult in my God. 
 
He has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
He has covered me with the robe of righteousness.      Isaiah 61:10 
 
O God, you revealed your Son clothed in majesty and glory: accept these prayer shawls – 
warming, comforting, enfolding, and embracing. May each be a mantle of safe haven and a 
sacred place of security, which sustains and embraces in good times and in difficult times; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING People respond Amen. 
 
THE GRACE   Book of Common Prayer, page 102 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 
with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14  
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13  
 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: 
Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21 
 
HYMN 215 “See the Conqueror mounts in triumph” 
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DISMISSAL People respond Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  Air Jean-Baptiste de Bousset 
 
 
 
 
 

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY  
The Reverend Jonathan Chesney, Officiant 

Dr. Ellen Koziel, Pianist 
Daniel Ward, Cantor 
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Hymns and service music from The Hymnal 1982,  
© 1985 Church Publishing Incorporated. Used by permission.  

Reprinting and podcast/streaming permission under One License.net #A-702284. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

PRAYER LIST 
 
For all affected by COVID-19 and those serving them, Lorin Allen, the Anderson family; 
Andy, Andrea, Teddy and Winnie Boucher; Clayton & Jeannine Brown, Stan Bryant, Kate 
Calvin, Robert Campbell, Valerie Chesney, Minetry Apperson Crowley, Lea Davis, McKay 
Dockery, Woodis Allen Dunn, Simon Evans & family, Martha Farrimond, Emily Ferguson, 
Dianna Fisackerly, Martha Fogelman, Joyce Gingold; Peggy Harris, Frances Hay, Tim 
Hoehn, Kathy & Wil Hunt, Liza Knapp & Dave Martin, Dottie Kozik, Zermaine Lampkin & 
family, Jim McGehee, Beth Miller, the Muller family, Connie Pittman, the Roberts family, 
Harmony Roberts, Dan Schmidt, Peg & Rudy Schulz, Jane Sharp, Frances Smith, Jean 
Strickland, Lauren Stubblefield, Jed Taylor, Faith VanDoren, Sallie Watson, Carol White, 
Lane Whitehead, Earle Whittington, and Beth Wyngarden. Thanksgiving for the birth of: Winnie 
Marie Boucher.  For those who have died and those who grieve for them: Roberta DuBose 
Searls, Priscilla Read, Kelly Fisackerly, Susie Parker, The Rt. Reverend James Malone 
Coleman, Michael Ballard, Frances Annette Anderson Dickens, and Ruth Lee Pouncey.  
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