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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEPTEMBER 20, 2020 AT 8:00 A.M. 
Book of Common Prayer, page 323 

 
A WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION Book of Common Prayer, page 323 
 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 
COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
TRISAGION 
 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, 
Have mercy upon us. 
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. Let us pray. 
 
Grant us, O Lord, not to mind earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, while 
we are placed among things that are passing away, to cleave to those that shall abide; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING Exodus 16:2-15 
 
A reading from Exodus. 
 

he whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness. The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in 
the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have 

brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” Then the Lord said 
to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out 
and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my 
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instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as 
much as they gather on other days.” So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the 
evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in the 
morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your complaining against 
the Lord. For what are we, that you complain against us?” And Moses said, “When 
the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because 
the Lord has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining 
is not against us but against the Lord.” Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole 
congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.’“ And 
as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, 
and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. The Lord spoke to Moses and said, “I have 
heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the 
morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’ “In 
the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew 
around the camp. When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine 
flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to one 
another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread 
that the Lord has given you to eat. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 105:1-6, 37-45 
 
1  Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; * 

make known his deeds among the peoples. 
2  Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 

and speak of all his marvelous works. 
3  Glory in his holy Name; * 

let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 
4  Search for the LORD and his strength; * 

continually seek his face. 
5  Remember the marvels he has done, * 

his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 
6  O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 

O children of Jacob his chosen. 
37  He led out his people with silver and gold; * 

in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled. 
38  Egypt was glad of their going, * 

because they were afraid of them. 
39  He spread out a cloud for a covering * 

and a fire to give light in the night season. 
40  They asked, and quails appeared, * 

and he satisfied them with bread from heaven. 
41  He opened the rock, and water flowed, * 

so the river ran in the dry places. 
42  For God remembered his holy word * 

and Abraham his servant. 
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43  So he led forth his people with gladness, * 
his chosen with shouts of joy. 

44  He gave his people the lands of the nations, * 
and they took the fruit of others' toil, 

45  That they might keep his statutes * 
and observe his laws. Hallelujah! 

 
SECOND READING     Philippians 1:21-30 
 
A reading from Philippians. 
 

o me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 
labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my 
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is 

more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue 
with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting 
in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel 
of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that 
you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 
and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, 
but of your salvation. And this is God's doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege 
not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well-- since you are having the same 
struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL     Matthew 20:1-16 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 

esus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 
hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he 
sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing 

idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you 
whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he 
did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said 
to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired 
us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the 
vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last 
and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the 
usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of 
them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the 
landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who 
have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, 
I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what 
belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to 
do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the 
last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
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SERMON The Reverend Hester Mathes 
 
NICENE CREED       Book of Common Prayer, page 326 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Book of Common Prayer, page 328 
 
All are invited to pray with special prayer intentions at home, either silently or aloud. You may 
also submit prayer requests via the Church of the Holy Communion Facebook or YouTube 
pages. Email your private prayer requests directly to the Church of the Holy Communion clergy. 
To add names to the Prayer List, please email jchesney@holycommunion.org.  
 
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world. 
 
Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and 
supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy 
divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of 
truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in 
the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love.  
 
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially Justin, Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Phoebe, our Bishop, that they may, both by 
their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy 
holy Sacraments.  
 
And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; 
that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving 
thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life.  
 
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this 
and every land, especially Donald, our President, Bill, our Governor, and Jim and Lee, our 
Mayors, that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the 
world.  
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Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing 
in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy 
bounty.  
 
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those 
who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. 
 
Additional petitions and thanksgivings may be included here.  
 
And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear, 
remembering especially ____________, beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy 
love and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of all thy saints, that with 
them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus 
Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN Book of Common Prayer, page 330 
 
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
 
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge of all men: We 
acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we from time to time 
most grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly repent, and 
are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
the burden of them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful 
Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that 
we may ever hereafter serve and please thee in newness of life, to the honor and glory of 
thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to 
all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon 
and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.  
 
Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you. Matthew 11:28  
 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all that believe in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16  
 
This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1:15  
 
If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the 
perfect offering for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole world. 1 John 2:1-2 
 
 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
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AT THE OFFERING  
 
Please make your offering electronically 
in one of the following ways:   
 

• Through our website: www.holycommunion.org/give 
• By texting “CHC” to 732-56 
• By using the QR code at right.  

 
 
SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 
Act of Reception  
In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where 
your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, I long to offer you praise and 
thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by 
your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory. I believe 
that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive 
communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you 
with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve 
you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. 
Amen. 
  
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my wisdom 
and guide me in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of your holiness; 
and, in the power of your gracious might, rule over every hostile power that threatens or 
disturbs the growth of your kingdom, who with the Father and the Holy Spirit, lives and 
reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
  
 
BLESSING People respond Amen. 
 
 
DISMISSAL People respond Thanks be to God. 

 
 

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY  
The Reverend Jonathan Chesney, Officiant 

The Reverend Hester Mathes, Preacher 
Tom Cowens, Lector 
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The Altar Flowers are given in memory of Kelly and Dianna Fisackerly  
by Andrea Helms Beasley, daughter of Betty Jane Fisackerly and family. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

PRAYER LIST 
 

For all affected by COVID-19 and those serving them, Stan Bryant, Roberta Bush, Kate Calvin, 
Vickey Carey, Bill & Bettie Clemmons, Mary Beth Connor, Minetry Apperson Crowley, Betty 
Cruzen, McKay Dockery, Ben Dralle, Alex Elder, Simon Evans & family, Martha Farrimond, 
Emily Ferguson, Martha Fogelman; Howard Fridrich, Lester, Debra & Carter Gammill; Kay 
Gammill & family, Joyce Gingold, Tim Hoehn, Wil Hunt, David Killough, Liza Knapp & Dave 
Martin, Dotti Kozik, Betty Lyons, Jim McGehee, Sibyl McKellar, Beth Miller, Kevin Miller, 
Clarence Milstead, The Muller family, Martha Oseman, Julie Powell, Carolyn Pruitt, The 
Roberts family, Harmony Roberts, Peg Schulz, Emily Shaw, Frances Smith, Margaret Smith, 
Jean Strickland, Jed Taylor, Lane Whitehead, Earle Whittington, and Beth Wyngarden. For those 
who have died and those who grieve for them: Charles Price Boone, Madge Morgan, Jacob Mast, 
Varner L. Rencher, Sr., Jack Roberts, and Jim Carnathan. 
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