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The State of the Parish is Strong 
 
It will come as no surprise that my first Annual Meeting address as your rector begins with this 

statement: The state of the parish is strong, perhaps stronger than ever before.  

 

Statistics 

 

Much of my address will focus on our qualitative strength – our energy and vitality, the transformation 

that God is working in and through us. However, I begin with our quantitative metrics.  

 

Stewardship giving over the last three years has increased dramatically: 15% in our first year together, 

another 7.4% in our second year, another 7.8% as we enter our third year. Stewardship giving is at its 

highest level since the beginning of this decade, and we are 33.7% ahead of where we were in 2013. 

Our rate of growth is unprecedented, and I thank you. 

  

We need to keep our eye on weekly attendance. Our average attendance has grown by only 9% over the 

last three years, and by only 0.5% this year. I am glad to see us growing, but our future depends on our 

own active participation and on our inviting others to do the same.  

 

Staff Transitions 

 

The Reverend Deacon Nancy O’Shea, Pastoral Assistant: Back in the days when Randy McCloy and I 

were the only ordained people at Holy Communion, Deacon Nancy O’Shea came to our rescue, visiting 

elderly and homebound parishioners on weekdays while serving another parish on Sundays. For almost 

two years, Nancy has distinguished herself with love and humility. With our full-time clergy team now 

assembled, Nancy will conclude her ministry with us just after Easter. Whether you know Nancy or not, 

we all owe her a debt of gratitude.   

 

Teresa Boone, Director of Administration: At the beginning of the second quarter, Teresa Boone, our 

long-time Director of Finance and Human Resources, will transition into a more strategic role: Director 

of Administration. She will work with the Treasurer and me to ensure that our ministry resources are 

being used efficiently, and she will assume oversight for all contracting and building maintenance. This 
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promotion reflects my confidence in Teresa’s abilities and her matchless dedication to excellence in 

everything she does.  

 

The Reverend Hester Mathes, Associate Rector: Almost two years ago, Bishop Johnson assigned us a 

priest-in-training, and we agreed to get her ready for whatever she wanted to do next. I never expected 

that I would find myself serving alongside one of the finest priests that I have ever known, someone 

who quickly became my confidant, my friend, and my foil. As her giftedness became evident, I gave 

Hester a nickname that summarizes the high esteem in which I hold her: “Slugger” (i.e., one who only 

hits home runs.) It is a great pleasure for me to announce that Hester has accepted my invitation to stay 

on at Holy Communion indefinitely. On July 1, 2016, Hester will be promoted to Associate Rector, a 

position equal in seniority to the Reverend Ben Badgett, and will assume oversight for all of our 

externally-focused ministries, including outreach, recreation, and hospitality.  

 

Operation Rebuild 

 

Some have said that these last few years have been a “season of rebuilding” for our congregation, but 

by any measure that work is now complete. We are back and stronger than ever, but this is not an 

occasion to pull back. If we want to live fully into the bright future that God has in store for us, we 

must continue to push forward and keep ourselves on the cutting edge. 

  

Episcopal Service Corps 

 

Last year, the vestry adopted a new model for outreach ministry that focuses not on ministering to our 

neighbors, but ministering alongside them. To further this effort, we partnered with Grace-St. Luke’s in 

bringing the Episcopal Service Corps to Memphis. Four young adults arrived in August, agreeing to 

spend a year living in community with each other, serving full-time with one of our ministry partners, 

and creating new opportunities for Church of the Holy Communion to engage with its community in a 

hands-on way.  

 

Interviews with the Episcopal Service Corps interns can be found online: https://vimeo.com/146327114 

 

Our interns are here with us this morning, and I encourage you to speak with them after church about 

their work and where there might be room for you to engage that work with them. Also, as their year of 

service crosses its halfway point, we have begun recruiting next year’s interns. Please spread the word! 

 

Speaker Series 

 

Our speaker series continues this March with Dr. Walter Brueggemann, the most prominent Christian 

scholar of the Old Testament still writing today. His public lecture, on the subject of reading the bible 

faithfully in the midst of a predatory economy, will be on Thursday, March 3, 2016.  

 

The next morning, Dr. Brueggemann will speak at a breakfast event for clergy hosted by Church of the 

Holy Communion. Three African American pastors are co-sponsoring this event with me, as are the 

https://vimeo.com/146327114
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senior ministers of both Second Presbyterian Church and Idlewild Presbyterian Church. In a unique 

way, Holy Communion will convene Memphis’ clergy from across political, racial, and socio-economic 

divides to be in conversation with each other about scripture – that which we all hold in common. 

 

An Urban Pilgrimage 

 

Building on the success of our weekend-long Sacred Arts Festival last year, Holy Communion is 

sponsoring an urban pilgrimage at the end of April 2016. The weekend will begin with a dinner lecture 

at Holy Communion by the Reverend Dr. Kathy Grieb, professor of New Testament at Virginia 

Theological Seminary, a leading voice on the theology of Christian outreach. On Saturday, we will all 

travel together to undertake a work project alongside our friends at Emmanuel Center. On Sunday, Dr. 

Grieb will speak in the Rector’s Forum, offering a theological capstone to our experience. We will learn, 

we will serve, and we will do it all together.  

 

Engaging our Future 

 

Each of us has a role to play in engaging Holy Communion’s future:  

1. Attend: We need to gather weekly to hear God’s word, to pray, and to be in fellowship with the 
people who walk the road of life with us. Holy Communion misses you when you’re not here. 
 

2. Participate: We must be more than religious consumers. We will not grow in our faith unless we 
engage this hard work together, unless we allow our minds to be challenged, unless we get to 
know our neighbors in deep and profound ways. 
 

3. Give: Everything we do at Holy Communion relies on our annual stewardship gifts. We need to 
keep pledging, we need to keep paying our pledges, and we need to get ready to make some 
investments in our facilities as well. 
 

None of this is easy, but it is this harder road that Jesus calls us to walk. Ready to accept the challenge? 

Many of our ministries are ready to receive you, a selection of them can be found in your packet. 

 

Conclusion 

 

It remains my great honor and privilege to be your rector. Our future together is bright, and I am 

excited to see what God is about to do in and through us for the advancement of his Kingdom. 

 
Amen. 


