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It all started for me after Kendall 
and I had watched two or 
more hours of news coverage 

of the July 10 protest on the I-40 
bridge in downtown Memphis. It 
became evident that it was time 
for me to take a step closer to 
understanding the condition of 
my community, particularly for 
my black neighbors. I decided to 
attend the Town Hall Meeting 

at Greater Imani Church. 
I was glad to learn that 
some of our staff at Holy 
Communion (Kenyetta 
Powell, Cara Modisett and 
Julie Fike) would also be 
there, representing our 
church community.

When I walked into the 
church, hosts were ushering 
people up to the balcony 
for the remaining seating 
and standing room. Once 
in the balcony, I was a bit 
surprised and comforted 
to find another Episcopal 
priest. 

As I listened to the litany 
of shouts and calls for order, 
I struggled, initially, but once I let go of the idea that a distinct 
structure would prevail, I was able to receive the emotion and 
expression of the event – not unlike viewing Rouault’s Christ in the 
Suburbs. Yet, sitting on the back row in the balcony, I witnessed 
something that I still did not feel a part of – I was on the edge, not 
in the middle, of the struggle in the room.  

As the meeting went on, the opportunity to ask questions via 
index cards came to us sitting in the balcony. And in that moment, 
I found that perhaps the next small step for me would be to put 

Church of the Holy Communion  |  4645 Walnut Grove Rd.  |  Memphis, TN 38117  |  (901) 767-6987  |  www.holycommunion.org

my voice into the conversation of Black Lives Matter. I imagined 
I would hand my card in anonymously and that would be the 
end of it for me. But I was startled when I wrote my question 
and handed my card back to the representative and she told me 
to take it downstairs and stand in line behind a microphone. All 
of a sudden my body got a bit itchy, and I sensed I had gone 
flush red; I was not going to be anonymous or on the sideline.  

I got out of my chair and walked to the stairs, but I stood there 
several minutes before I got the courage to go down and stand in 
line. About 10 minutes after I got in line, they asked everyone to 
go back to their seats. I was relieved to do so, but also, something 

happened during those 10 minutes; I found myself in a different 
place than I had while sitting in the balcony. In line, I could see 
the faces of those speaking in the audience and on the stage. I 
could feel the struggle and frustration in a palpable energy that 
had all my senses on alert. The tenor of the angry voices and the 
shifting weight of the restless bodies all around me brought me 
nearer the center of the pain of my black neighbors and nearer the 
struggle of our city’s police officers. This was a very raw place to be.  

As I moved into a chair, I was invited into conversation by a 

Memphis, Bridges, and the Baptismal Covenant
By The Reverend Ben Badgett

Town meeting at Greater Imani Cathedral of Faith on July 11.
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My Episcopal Service Corps year was not my first exposure 
to intentional community; rather, my spiritual awakening 

and reception into the Episcopal Church ran parallel to my 
experience with intentional community, both informing and 
vitalizing my path forward toward ESC. The summer after 
my sophomore year of college, I interned at Thistle Farms, a 
Nashville social enterprise employing women who survived 
years of abuse, drugs and prostitution on the streets. Thistle 
Farms’ corresponding two-year residential program, Magdalene 
House, runs according to their adaptation of the Benedictine 
Rule for monastics. The 24 spiritual principles convey a journey 
– beginning with “Come Together” and ending with “Leave 
Thankfully,” the guiding edicts truly portray the essence of living 
and working in community. When I entered City of Soul, the 
Rule still rang in my ears, leaving me with no choice but to see 
my experience in Memphis through that lens. 

Come Together I drove to Memphis alone in a Honda Civic 
filled with my possessions. I left my mother’s Rome, Ga. home 
filled with energy, but as my GPS showed I was getting closer 
and closer to my new home, I got nervous. It had been seven 
years since I called an urban area home, and I felt nostalgia 
for the mountains of Georgia and for the woods of my college 
in Tennessee’s Cumberland Plateau. I saw that now, these 
familiarities were to be replaced with three people I did not know, 
a great deal more gas stations and Dollar Generals that I’d ever 
encountered before and a worksite position in environmental 
education, a job for which I, as an English major, felt woefully 
unprepared. As I pulled up to my new address, my roommates 
were there to help me unpack. We ate pizza.

Show Hospitality to All  When I began working at St. Columba 
Episcopal Conference & Retreat Center, I became almost painfully 
aware of how new my position was. I was supposed to create 
my own job description, not usually a preference for a Type-A, 
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structure-enamored young woman. I struggled for a while, at 
times feeling purposeless – but discovering at last that my only 
duty at the retreat center was to be hospitable to every person that 
came to the center for respite, including, especially in those slow 
winter months, the staff, people who started to feel like family.

Consider the Thistle The thistle is a wonderful symbol for every 
work involving people. Thistles are considered weeds, covered in 
thorns and thoroughly unwelcoming; yet, with a bit of prying and 
patience, one sees their vibrant purple centers towering over plants 
with resilience. In a twist of fate, my work at St. Columba soon 
involved a sister organization of Thistle Farms, the Community 
of St. Therese of Lisieux, which wished to transform one of St. 
Columba’s fallow fields into an Eden of honeybees and raucously 
beautiful flowers, sold to benefit women from the streets. And so 
I began this year looking at an ugly, seemingly purposeless field 
of tall grass and ended it gazing upon fields of cosmos, zinnias, 
sunflowers, calendula, all appreciated by the urgent bees.

Pray for Courage This year, which extracted me from my 
beloved friends and family and placed me in a group of people 

found, however, was that I entered deeper into the movement by 
having a conversation with a black man that I did not know. I was 
able to have the events of the day (and indeed the days, weeks, 
months, years and generations preceding) interpreted for me from 
a perspective that was not my own.  

As I sat with him for the rest of the meeting, the message was 
crystal clear: The voices that have been suppressed can no longer 
be. He reminded me that it is necessary for the people to express 
their anger and pain and sadness, if for no other reason than for 
it to no longer be bottled up. I agree with him, as this notion has 
deeply Biblical roots. And, like him, I too hope that this is only 
one step of the process, with many more to come. More steps that 
seek productive solutions, more steps that demonstrate that the 
struggles of our black neighbors and our police officers are not 
theirs alone, but they are our entire community’s struggle.  

Read all of Father Ben’s reflection online at A Sacred Presence.

stranger. He looked to me (perhaps because I was white or because 
I was in my clergy collar) and wanted to know what I thought. I 
shared with him how I could feel in a powerful way the struggle 
that was in the room, the struggle for every voice to be heard, 
and the struggle to maintain order. My new friend agreed. He 
also opened my mind up to the reality that the competition for 
everyone’s voice to be heard in the room stemmed from the fact 
that every voice in the room has probably never been heard before 
or been given space to be heard. He observed that the cacophony 
of angry voices was more than just a litany of complaints, it was a 
true cry for help – an acting out – because no other way has yet to 
garner attention that acknowledges the true emotions of the black 
lives in our community.  

I was and am still most grateful for my 15-minute conversation 
with him. While I imagined I would be entering deeper into the 
saga of the event by standing in line with my question, what I 
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New Minister of Communication: Jane Roberts
 This month, we welcome our new minister of communication, 

Jane Roberts, who will begin her work on August 8 as 
successor to Cara Modisett, who is returning to Virginia at the 
end of the month.  

Jane has been on the staff of The Commercial Appeal for nearly 
20 years, doing substantial reporting particularly in the area of 
public and private education. She holds a master’s degree in 
journalism and a bachelor’s degree in mass communication. She 
is an active member of Idlewild Presbyterian Church, with whom 
we will share her time on Sunday mornings and where she takes 
great pride in creating beautiful altar flower arrangements.

“I’ve spent my whole career telling people about fires, bond 
issues and election results as a newspaper reporter,” says Jane. “I 
can’t wait now to be writing about this storied congregation and 
the work it does in Memphis and the diocese and what that means 
for the future of both.”

Many thanks to the team of parishioners who helped Father 
Sandy consider their applications: Robert Propst, Cindy McMillion, 
Charlton Lyons and Sarah Cowan, with advice from Cara Modisett.

Dr. Jane Gamble on Tour!

 Our assistant minister of music, Dr. Jane Gamble, spent 
part of this summer performing in the U.K. at Dunblane 

Cathedral in Scotland; St. John’s, Stratford and St. Alfege, 
Greenwich in London; and St. Mary’s in Lydney. This isn’t 
her first time – in fact, it’s her 17th recital tour in Europe. 
Her past performances have included St. Paul’s Cathedral in 
London and Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris.

Church of the Holy Communion co-sponsored Listen 
for a Change: Sacred Conversations for Racial Justice, 
July 29-31 at St. Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral (below) and 
Freedom’s Chapel Christian Church. Cindy McMillion, 
Kenyetta Powell, Julie Fike, Charlton Lyons (all pictured 
below), Cara Modisett, Adam Nelson and Kate Schurch 
attended from Holy Communion.

Listen for a Change...
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SUNDAY MORNINGS
All classes meet 9:15-10:15 a.m.

Bible Lessons from our Grandfathers
August 7 and 14
Taught by the Reverend Hester Mathes 
and the Reverend Sandy Webb

A New Year of Mission: Everyday Evangelism
August 21, 28, September 4

The Spirit of September 12 
Interfaith Conversations  
September 11, 18
How do we move forward from tragedy and come to 
understand, respect and love one another across religious 
lines? These two Sundays will mark the 15th anniversary  
of 9/11; first with a class taught by the Reverend Sandy 
Webb, then followed by a conversation among panelists 
from across the Abrahamic faiths.

SPECIAL SUNDAYS

Blessing of the Backpacks  | September 4

Parish Picnic | September 11

Sunday Mornings Parish Life

Words3 – Readings for Writers
August 16: Anything Goes 
Words3 (Words, Cubed) is a reading series for writers of all 
genres and backgrounds. Free coffee and Gibson’s donuts! 
Contact Cara Modisett, cmodisett@holycommunion.org.

HERE@HOLYC
Gather together at midweek! 

Our Wednesday evening 
programming resumes on August 
24 with a Trivia Night kick-off, 
with small groups, speakers and 
other periodic events throughout 
the year. 

Every week: Parish dinner, 
BBC watch parties, choir rehearsals and 7:35 compline  
service with music and candlelight, led by our youth and 
open to everyone.  We will continue to be a pick-up for 
Bring It Food Hub as well – sign up now for the rest of 
summer or for the fall season!

This fall’s programs will include Food & Faith, sessions 
led by Noah Campbell of Bring It Food Hub.

RALLY DAY | August 21
Mark the date as we gather together after 

our summer travels; all fall formation 
classes begin! More details to come.

PARISH FALL RETREAT 
Save the Date!

September 23-25
Camp mCDowell

Located within three hours of Memphis, Camp 
McDowell is the Episcopal Camp & Conference 
Center for the Diocese of Alabama.  All Ages are 
encouraged to come for fun in the great outdoors 

beginning Friday evening, September 23, and 
ending midday on Sunday,  September 25.

Early Fall at Holy Communion
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Young Adults
Holy Communion participates in More Than a Meal 
every first Sunday at Grace-St. Luke’s. The Young Adult 
group will be leading the effort at August’s More Than 
a Meal on Sunday, August 7. Please call the Reverend 
Hester Mathes to volunteer – all are welcome!

Team Read 
Call for Volunteers
Team Read is a 
volunteer tutoring 
program that helps 
second graders improve 
their sight word vocabulary. Registration is required for 
first-time volunteers. Contact Christy Yarbro, Team Read 
liaison for CHC, christyyarbro@yahoo.com. Christy will 
connect our members with the head coaches at Shady 
Grove Elementary.  

Your Chance to Serve...
For about 20 years, serving as lay eucharisitic visitors 
has been an important way for our parishioners to take 
a role in this ongoing mission of Church of the Holy 
Communion. We take communion from the two 
morning services to our members who are unable to with 
us. We are urging folks to sign up on Rally Day, August 21, 
to join our ministry. Training will be offered this fall 
on two successive Sundays after the 10:30 service; all 
eucharistic visitors must attend one of these. Do not think 
the commitment is for a certain number of Sundays; you 
may be asked once every four to six weeks, depending on 
how many  people at home would like a short visit, which 
includes a simplified, brief communion – usually one on 
one. This is a wonderful way to bring light and inclusion 
to someone else. Contact Father Ben Badgett, bbadgett@
holycommunion.org. –Margaret Taylor, parishioner

Servant Ministry

Mark your calendar 
for September 17, 2016! 
Benefiting Emmanuel Center & Books from  Birth 

Participating in Holy Communion’s annual Book It 5K 
is fun, good for your health and a great way to connect 

with the congregation and community.  It also impacts 
the lives of thousands of children in Shelby County every 
year through its beneficiaries, Books from Birth and the 
Emmanuel Center.  

Books from Birth is part of Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library program; each enrolled child receives a book each 
month from birth through age 5, preparing them better for 
kindergarten and improving reading scores by 10 percent. 
So far, more than 74,000 children in Shelby County have 
been enrolled. BFB has established itself as the largest of 
1,600 programs affiliated with the Imagination Library.  

The Emmanuel Center was founded in 1989 and 
serves more than 2,000 people each year through 
programs that include spiritual direction, social service 
programs, educational enrichment and recreational 
activities. It provides afterschool activities for students in 
kindergarten through high school and it networks with 
other organizations and ministries to coordinate support 
programs in the neighborhood.

Ways you can get involved:
•  Sign up as a runner or walker.
• Sponsor a student from Emmanuel Center to participate.
• Volunteering pre-race in August and September and/

or for the day of the race (contact Julie Fike, juliefike@
holycommunion.org).

The race features a 3.1-mile run/walk for all ages and 
a 200-meter dash for children and youth 16 and under.  
After the race – food, music, a balloon artist, face painting, 
line dancing and awards. Registration for the 5K is $20 
per person and registration for the 200-meter dash is $10.  
Sign up early by registering at bookit5k.racesonline.com 
or sign up at the church.

6th ANNUAL
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Thank You, 
to our Book It 5K 

Sponsors!

The Adams Family, Andrea & Doug Edwards, 
Irene & Ron Ayotte, Bill Falvey & Emily 

Woodside, Catherine & Bill Bateman, Bill & 
Carmine Vaughan, Lattie Michael & Mary Taylor, 
Linda Kay & Randy McCloy, Kendra & Robert 

Propst, Linda & Neely Mallory 

Sponsorships start at $250.  Benefits include complimentary 
entries in the race, having your company logo on the race 
website, in promotional materials and on race t-shirts.   Pick 
up a form in the lobby or contact  Steve Maury at 493-4485.

Protein Feed Ingredients

We invite all children and adults to a musical roundup 
beginning on the third floor of Church of the Holy 

Communion in late August! These weekly mini-rodeos (a.k.a. 
rehearsals) are rewarding experiences of spiritual joy. Rehearsal 
times and contact names are included below in italics (call the 
church, 901-767-6987). 

Parish Choir: Our largest choir sings weekly for the 10:30 Sunday 
service. This fall we’ll sing the John Rutter Requiem with chamber 
orchestra on Sunday morning, Nov. 13. Open to all adults and high 
school youth; we welcome new members. Rehearsals: Wednesdays 
6:30-8 p.m., room 304 beginning Aug. 17. Contact Dr. Jane Gamble

Motet Choir: Auditioned volunteer and professional singers 
who sing for choral evensongs and other liturgies during the 
season. Wednesdays 8-9 p.m., room 304; Sept. 7. Dr. David Ouzts

Taizé Schola Cantorum: This small group of singers provides 
musical leadership for our popular bi-weekly Taizé services. 
Informal rehearsals take place in the church just prior to the 5:30 
services. No “appointment” is necessary – come and sing anytime! 
Begins Sept. 4. Contact Dr. David Ouzts

Holy Communion Ringers: This group has enjoyed continued 
success in recent years, including attending the River City Ring 
festival each year. We have one ringer position open for this season. 
Basic music reading is necessary, and handbell ringing is great fun! 
Sundays 6:30-7:30 p.m., room 304. Sept. 11. Dr. David Ouzts 

We are expanding our children’s choir offerings this season, 
thanks to the expertise of Ellen Koziel, our new assistant minister 
of music. We will now offer two children’s choirs, one for older 
children and one for younger children. Mrs. Koziel is a multi-
degreed children’s music educator with years of experience, well-
known and respected in the region.

Holy Communion Choristers (grades 2-6): Our new CHC 
Choristers will sing on Sunday mornings one or two times per 
month. Using the Voice for Life curriculum of the Royal School 
of Church Music, our boys and girls will join children world-
wide in learning music reading, good singing skills, Episcopal 
worship tradition and the discipleship and spiritual aspects of 
church choir participation. They will also attend a weekend 
RSCM festival in Nashville in March 2017 and will have the 
opportunity to attend the RSCM Course in St. Louis next summer. 
Sundays 6:30-7:30 p.m., Room 314. Aug. 24. Mrs. Ellen Koziel

St. Nicholas Choir (senior kindergarten and first grade): 
Named for the patron saint for children, this new children’s choir 
will be our introductory experience to Episcopal servant leadership 
by choir participation, music reading skills, basic liturgy and worship 
tradition, and developing the child’s singing voice properly for their 
age level. The St. Nicholas Choir will sing a few times each semester 
including All Saints’ Sunday and the Christmas Eve Pageant. 
Sundays, 5:15-5:45, Room 314. Wed., Aug. 24. Mrs. Ellen Koziel

Holy Communion Choirs: 
Back in the Saddle Again
By David Ouzts, Minister of Music and Liturgy
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Holy 
Communion 

in July
Creativity, 

prayer 
and service

Holy Communion in July

Clockwise from top left: Anglican rosary workshop, part of our Poetry & Prayer series;  
Passing of the Peace on a summer Sunday; Theology by the River at Paulette’s,  

cookout and movie at the church.

who knew nothing about my past, my 
identity, my strengths or my weaknesses, 
led me to a constant state of self-
evaluation. When we are separated from 
those who are accustomed to telling us 
who we are, we begin to question our very 
interests, personality, gifts. At times this 
left me stressed, aching for affirmation; 
but in better times I dove into books, 
documentaries, journaling sessions and 
prayer, all compelling me to establish 
firmly what I believed about my own life’s 
mission and that of Jesus Christ.

Leave Thankfully I am leaving 
Memphis and City of Soul thankfully. I 
have cried, been lonely, been inspired, been 
afraid, laughed, cried once more, retreated 
into a shell, proudly shone – and I have 
emerged the person I was supposed to be 
all along. 

Herbs to Urban, continued from page 2
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