
The Reverend Eric S. Greenwood 
Jr. (who goes by Rick) is coming 

to one of the places that guided, 
shaped and gave him the most, to 
preach – ironic as the gospel can be 
– on giving.

Greenwood will preach at all 
three services on Celebration Sunday, 
October 22, the day members of the 
congregation make their pledges for 
the coming year and celebrate their 
dedication to each other with a catered meal.

 “I am just overwhelmed that Father Sandy would even call 
me,” Greenwood said from his home in Nashville. 
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Early Survey Results Show Big Picture

This word cloud displays responses to the survey question: “When you think of Holy Communion, what 
words or phrases come to mind?” The larger the word, the more frequently parishioners used it when 

describing Holy Communion.

The Reverend Eric Greenwood

Early results from the parish-
wide survey show members 

find a deep sense of community at 
Holy Communion. They see it as 
welcoming and a place where they 
feel at home.

Message Factors, the company 
helping the church with the survey, 
presented early findings to the 
Vestry and several members of the 
clergy in late September. 

A more detailed report of 
findings and interpretations is 
expected in late October.

 “What we have are the raw data 
from the survey, but raw data aren’t 
good to be working from. They have not been analyzed,” Sandy said.

The church is using strategies from business to address 
“question of church growth and evangelism,” Sandy said. 

“This is a study that is going to reveal who we are in a 
more quantifiable, less anecdotal way. Once we can more 
clearly articulate our identity, we will be in a better position to 

communicate with others,” he said.
More than 205 people completed the survey. With an average 

Sunday attendance of 404 people, including children, it means 
the completion rate is well over 50 percent.

“We’ve been really pleased with the response,” Sandy said. “We 
have a proportionate representation from all three services.

(story continued on page 11)

Greenwood Preaching Stewardship Message
Nearly three years ago, he retired from St. David’s Episcopal 

Church there, wrapping up a church career that for all practical 
purposes began when he was the rector’s son at Holy Communion, 
through its startup years in the 1950s and all through the 1960s.

“Holy Communion is just home; that’s all there is to it. I 
was baptized there, confirmed and married there. When the 
time comes, I will be planted from there. It’s home. It has 
nurtured me, shaped me and formed me. It has a special place 
in my life.”

While Sandy will give a stewardship sermon earlier in 
the season when parishioners consider their gifts and their 
relationship with God, the work of raising money to sustain 
the church budget is directed by a group of parishioners, a way 
of saying that the congregation takes responsibility for making 

from Message Factors
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Knitted Together in Faith
Linda Christopher, head of the Knitting Ministry, presents the one-thousandth prayer shawl to Bettie Clemmons, who founded the group in 2004.

Photos by Cindy McMillion

For most groups meeting in 
the church, size and seating 

configuration determines room 
assignment. Not so with the knitters. 
They can settle in just about anywhere, 
provided they are close to their storage 
closet, a nondescript hideaway over 
Cheney Parish Hall.

Inside, it’s anything but mundane. 
Clear bins of shawls, bears and prayer 
squares have been blessed by a priest and 
are ready to go. Another batch awaits 
blessing, really for the second time. Every 
piece has already been held in quiet 
prayer by the woman who knitted it, 
mostly in her own home against the backdrop of the sounds 
and activity of her life.

Few things are as heartfelt or sacred as a gift spun from 
raw materials and quiet concentration. The Knitting Ministry 
at Holy Communion has been turning out its wondrous 
combinations since 2004.

This summer, it produced its 1,000th prayer shawl. When 
it was announced in worship, the applause was immediate and 
sustained.

“There was no question about it. As soon as we talked it 
over, Carol (Duke) said she thought the shawl should go to 
Bettie Clemmons,” said Linda Christopher, a five-year member, 

a newcomer in this circle of needles and 
yarn.

“Everyone agreed.”
In a quiet celebration of Holy 

Eucharist in the chapel at Kirby 
Pines, Christopher presented the 
mantle to Clemmons: “You are in our 
prayers constantly. This is for you in 
thanksgiving for all you have given us.”

Clemmons started the Knitting 
Ministry after she saw it in action while 
waiting for her pastor husband, Bill, at a 
church meeting in West Memphis.

“I had a back injury at the time 
and was sitting a lot. I knew there was 

something better I could be doing than watching television,” 
Clemmons said.

The church loaned her a prayer shawl to show the knitters at 
Holy Communion.

“I walked into Wednesday evening dinner and walked up 
behind (associate rector) Tom Momberg and wrapped it around 
him. ‘How does that feel?’” I asked him.

“He told me, ‘you get this started, and it will come under 
the pastoral care ministry.’’

She did. A few weeks later, the ministry presented its first 
shawl to Rector Gary Jones at the annual meeting. Within 
months, the group was getting calls from other churches, 

This was part of the cake for the congregation after 
the ministry was celebrated in worship 

on September 17.
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Thirteen years later, 84 people have 
been part of the ministry, knitting 

into the church record one of its most 
voluminous ministries. 

wanting to know how to get started.
Thirteen years later, 84 people have 

been part of the ministry, knitting 
into the church record one of its most 
voluminous ministries. 

For years, the group has met one 
morning a month at church. In the last 
year, a Wednesday night group formed, 
including Kristin Powell. She was part 
of the Knitting Ministry before she was 
a member of the church or could even 
knit.

“I enjoy doing this craft and for it 
to be able to benefit somebody else is 
wonderful,” she said. “The fellowship 
is great. I’m glad we started the night 
group because I couldn’t make it 
during the day.”

Another nighttime member, Merit 
Williams, joined this fall. In two 
weeks, she had turned out 70 prayer 
squares.

Longtime knitter Carol Paterson 
has her own prayer shawl knitted by 
the group. She took it with her to 
surgery. When she woke, she was wrapped in it. 

She doesn’t know who did it, but thinks a nurse recognized 
the value of the shawl. Paterson is emotional about the power 
of knitting in part because she often knits in doctors’ offices.

 “It makes up many conversations,” she said. “I’ve had many 
people exchange prayer requests in a 
waiting room.”

Besides bins and bins of donated 
yarn and at least one shelf of books on 
knitting, the knitters keep meticulous, 
computerized records of their work, 
including an inventory of yarn.

 “We buy yarn on sale,” said 
Carol Duke. “We bought $200 
worth a few months ago. It will last 
three or four months.”

On average, a prayer shawl 
requires three full skeins of yarn or 
about 550 yards. 

“There are about 12,000 stitches 
in an adult shawl, so you can see that 
a good bit of time and effort goes into 
each one,” Christopher said.

The knitters work closely with the priests and the pastoral 
care committee to get shawls, prayer bears and squares to 
people in need.

Last summer, when Dr. David Ouzts’ mother was sick, a 
FedEx box arrived on the doorstep of her rehabilitation unit in 
South Carolina.

“By its catalog number (and through the CHC grapevine), I 
learned that it was knitted by my longtime friend Sunny Ross. 
When I returned to Memphis the next Sunday, I just happened 
to see Sunny after the 8:00 service, and we took a photo of us, 
which my mother loves to this day.”

When Christopher delivered the 
prayer shawl to Clemmons in early 
September, she tucked in two knitted 
bears too. Clemmons had alerted her 
to a need.

“It’s for a baby born with 
leukemia and is being treated at 
St. Jude,” Clemmons said. “The 
baby isn’t doing well. Her great-
grandmother is a resident at Kirby 
Pines.”

The knitters likely will never see 
the child, as is the case with many 
of the recipients of their work. But 
most of the time, someone in the 
church knows the person and the 
need for a shawl.

“If mailing is the best way to deliver them, we do that, but 
we much prefer to have a personal delivery,” Christopher said. 

Shawls from CHC have gone to England, Lebanon and 
South Africa, plus across the United States.

“Here’s what I love,” Christopher said. “If we’re picking out 
a shawl to give someone, you’ll hear someone say, ‘Does anyone 
know their favorite color?’”

It takes three skeins of yarn to make one prayer shawl.
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Corporate lawyer, deacon knows 
power of faith in business world

Luther’s Boldness Honored in Joint Service
Holy Communion is observing the 500th Anniversary of 

the Protestant Reformation in a way that lilely would 
please even the cranky Martin Luther.

On October 29, the church is hosting an ecumenical 
service with Holy Eucharist with four local Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America congregations. The sacrament 
will be offered by the dean of the local ELCA synod, and 
Bishop Don Johnson will preach.

The unity will be echoed by a joint choir made up of 
singers from all the congregations.

 The Episcopal Church and the ELCA Lutherans have been 
in full communion since 1999, which means they have chosen 
to recognize how much they have in common, including 
a common confessing of the Christian faith and a mutual 
recognition of baptism and sharing of the Lord’s Supper. 

The denominations can exchange clergy. Each has said 
that even with differences, there is nothing that is church-
dividing.

The idea for the service came about last summer when 
Hester was performing a wedding with a visiting pastor, 
the Reverend Monica Weber of Epiphany Lutheran in 
Collierville.

“While we were in rehearsal and the organ fired up for 
the grand exit, Pastor Monica remarked, ‘Gosh, we would 
love to have an organ with that sound, especially as we are 
getting ready to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation,’” Hester said.

With four small churches, the ELCA churches in the 
metro area were trying to find a place large enough to 
worship together.

“I said, ‘Would you consider coming here to Holy 
Communion? We would love to host.’ She was so elated by that.”

The service will begin at 5:30 p.m. A reception will follow 
in the parish hall.

St. Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral is offering an observance 
on October 31, the actual anniversary of the day Luther 
pounded his 95 theses on the door of Castle Church in 
Wittenberg, Germany.

“In this time of division, the ELCA Lutherans in the 
Memphis Deanery are blessed to join in this ecumenical 
worship service,” Weber said. “When we come together to 
worship Christ Jesus across our denominational lines, we live 
out the Blessed Community that God desires for all human 
beings.”

While Luther often gets credit for fomenting the 
Reformation, discontent with the Catholic Church was 
bubbling up across Europe. 

The observance will be a commemoration, not a 
celebration, “largely because we don’t celebrate a schism,” 
Hester said.

“For me, the Reformation was about people of faith asking 
the hard questions, and no matter which side, Protestant or 
Catholic, it was a chance for people to examine what they 
believed and own it in a new way. No matter which side they 
ended up on, I feel like it made everyone stronger in their 
respective faiths,” she said.

“I think we are going to pack the church,” Hester said.
As Lutherans, we give thanks to commemorate this special 

day in CHC's beautiful sanctuary, as it enables us all to 
gather in one house of praise, combine our choirs and hear 
the Reformation-influenced music of J.S. Bach on the pipe 
organ,” Weber said.

“Thank you for partnering with us to glorify our risen 
Lord, who reforms us daily in grace.”
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Corporate lawyer, deacon knows 
power of faith in business world

The Reverend Deacon Robert Zito

In many ways, Holy Communion is a congregation of first- 
and second-generation entrepreneurs and business leaders. 
The connections to Main Street, Wall Street and 
board rooms are numerous.

 One of the best ways to broaden what 
happens in worship on Sunday is to be more 
comfortable living lives of faith in our work 
cultures. It’s also, incidentally, one of the places 
where our faith lives can still affect the outcome 
of major decisions.

On Sunday, November 5, the Reverend 
Deacon Robert Zito, longtime corporate 
attorney in Manhattan and deacon at Trinity 
Church Wall Street, will lead the Rector’s Forum 
on the intersection of faith and business.

“There is a great line in a hymn: Seven whole 
days, not one in seven,” Sandy says. “That’s why 
I invited Bob. It’s important to think about how 
faith impacts our work life. How does what we 
talk about and celebrate on Sunday influence 
how we make decisions Monday through Friday?

“Because Bob is a corporate lawyer and Episcopal deacon, 
he’s an insider in the business community and in the faith 
community. He has represented large corporations, and he 

has represented the church. He knows how they function 
similarly; he knows how they function differently.”

The Reverend Deacon Zito has practiced 
law for more than three decades, specializing in 
corporate and securities matters. He has served 
as legal counsel to Fortune 500 companies, 
private businesses and high-profile individuals. 
He also has extensive trial and appellate 
experience. He retired this summer from the 
Wall Street firm of Carter Ledyard & Milburn, 
where he was a partner for more than ten years. 
He is now a fulltime professor of business law 
at Marist College. 

Zito is also the Canon Church attorney for 
the Episcopal Diocese of New York.

He graduated Tulane University and New 
York Law School. He is listed in Marquis’ 
Who's Who in the World, Who’s Who in 
America, ‘Who's Who in American Law 
and Super Lawyers. In 2015, he received the 
Servant of Justice award from the Episcopal 

Diocese of New York.  In 2017, Bob was made a Knight of 
Justice in The Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St. 
John of Jerusalem.  

Buford Harbin and his family were the 
guests of honor at our parish picnic on 

September 24. Buford retired last spring 
after serving as security guard here for 18 years.

Buford’s  Retirement
Photo by Cindy McMillion

Leading 
Rector's Forum, 

November 5
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THIS FALL at Holy Communion... Tell Your Story | Take a Journey | Make a Difference

   Groups and Guilds   
All Saints' Guild 
Second Tuesday 

10:30 a.m. 
Carrick Room

Brotherhood 
of St. Andrew 

Second and fourth 
Saturday 

8 a.m., Chapel

Centering Prayer 
First Saturday
9 a.m., Chapel

Daughters 
of the King 

Second Sunday
noon 

Carrick Room

Knitting Ministry 
Third Tuesday 

11 a.m., Room 308
Every Wednesday

6:30 p.m., Room 307

Men's Bible Study 
Friday 
7 a.m.

Room 214

More Than a Meal 
First Sunday 

after 10:30 service
at Grace-St. Luke's

The 
Reading Life 
First Tuesday 

11 a.m. 
Carrick Room

Sandy and Mimsy's 
Biblical Adventure 

Thursday
10 a.m. 

Room 308

Words3

(Words, Cubed)
Third Wednesday

5:00 p.m.
Room 307

Sunday MoRninGS 
october
October  1, 8 & 15  
Uncomfortable Psalms Dr. Phil 
McMillion, parishioner and biblical 
scholar, is leading this three-week course 
on what he calls the “hard Psalms.”

October 22 
Protestant Family Tree Father Sandy 
offers a fun review of the splits and 
divides that made the Protestant Church 
what it is today. 

October 29 
Reformation Sunday Church of the 
Holy Communion gathers for a grand 
celebration of the revolutionary ideas 
that changed the world and toppled the 
Roman Catholic Church’s unfettered 
power in Europe.

november
November 5
The Reverend Deacon Robert Zito, 
deacon at Trinity Church on Wall Street 

and partner in prestigious Manhattan law 
firm talks to us about the intersection of 
business and faith.
November 12
MLK 's Beloved Community
Dr. King frequently used the phrase “the 
Beloved Community” to describe the 
results of his nonviolent pursuit of justice. 
It echoes biblical ideas but has its origin 
in the writings of American philosopher 
Josiah Royce. Led by members of the 
Contemporary Theological Issues class.
November 19
Van Gogh and God Catch glimpses 
of Vincent Van Gogh's compassionate 
theology as it shines forth in his paintings 
and more than 800 letters to his brother, 
Theo, and others in his inner circle. Led 
by Reverend Hester.

November 26
Chief Public Defender for Shelby 
County Stephen Bush is speaking to us 
as public servant who sees the suffering 
crime inflicts in our city. He’s got some 
ideas of things we can try. 

a 
Commemoration

of the 
500th anniversary 

of the Protestant 
Reformation

October 29 at 5:30 p.m.
Interfaith service with combined 

choirs from four of the 
participating congregations.

ChoRAL EvEnSonG
with the holy Eucharist
november 5 at 5:30 p.m.
Music of  Heathcote Statham, 
Charles Lilliers Stanford, and 

Geraint Lewis

IntERfAIth 
thAnKSGIvInG SERvICE

november 21 at 7 P.M.
Second Baptist Church

1 1 1
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THIS FALL at Holy Communion... Tell Your Story | Take a Journey | Make a Difference

   Groups and Guilds   
All Saints' Guild 
Second Tuesday 

10:30 a.m. 
Carrick Room

Brotherhood 
of St. Andrew 

Second and fourth 
Saturday 

8 a.m., Chapel

Centering Prayer 
First Saturday
9 a.m., Chapel

Daughters 
of the King 

Second Sunday
noon 

Carrick Room

Knitting Ministry 
Third Tuesday 

11 a.m., Room 308
Every Wednesday

6:30 p.m., Room 307

Men's Bible Study 
Friday 
7 a.m.

Room 214

More Than a Meal 
First Sunday 

after 10:30 service
at Grace-St. Luke's

The 
Reading Life 
First Tuesday 

11 a.m. 
Carrick Room

Sandy and Mimsy's 
Biblical Adventure 

Thursday
10 a.m. 

Room 308

Words3

(Words, Cubed)
Third Wednesday

5:00 p.m.
Room 307

A reading series for writers of all 
genres and backgrounds. 
Listeners and contributors 

welcome. Free snacks!  October 18 at 5 p.m. |  Room 307
THEME:  You've Got a Friend

Exercise Schedule at Holy Communion
Beginner’s Gentle Yoga Intermediate Yoga Tai Chi Zumba
Monday & Wednesday

4:15-5:15 p.m. 

Room 308

Tuesday & Thursday

4:15-5:15 p.m. Room 308

Monday & Wednesday

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Room 308

Monday  6:15-7:15 p.m., Gym

Wednesday 6:30-7:30 p.m., Gym

Saturday  9:30-10:30 a.m., Gym

Here@HolyC
Wednesdays at 5:45 p.m.  
Come and enjoy our brand of 
family-style dinner, followed 
by compline and small-group 
discussions. All the choirs practice, 
plus, there’s Zumba with our famous 

Edgar Gipanago in the lead, BBC Watch Party, activities for 
children and Bring It Food Hub pickup. Repeat each week! 
 

This sell-
out event 

raises money 
for the youth 
pilgrimages. 
Purchase 
your 
tickets 
early and plan to 
enjoy shrimp, gumbo and 
fun, fun, fun!

(Tickets on sale October 8)

2017 FALL SPORTS
Basketball registration now open. Games start in December.

Words3

MIFA Meals on Wheels
If you want to help with routes, contact Sara Hall (Sara.
Hall@stjude.org) to volunteer on the first and third Fridays 
of each month.

Young Adult Event Schedule 
All gatherings begin at 6:30 p.m.
October 17 Dinner with the Deacon
Come for dinner and a discussion with Deacon Randy McCloy! 
November 14 Bowling @ Billy Hardwick's All Star Lanes

ALL SAINTSSHRIMPDINNER
Benefits EYC Pilgrimage

NOV. 5 
6:30 P.M.
CHENEY PARISH HALL$25
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Thank you, Sponsors, Racers & Volunteeers

Thank you to our Book It 5K 
Sponsorship Committee and our Book 

It 5K Race Committee for another fantastic 
job in making this year’s race a success! 

This year, we enjoyed our post-race food and activities on 
the soccer field. We had 430 people register for the 5K and 60 
youngsters signed up for the 200-meter dash; 25 signed up as 
spirit runners.  

Additionally, people made donations to sponsor 81 children 
and teens.  We had 65 volunteers and staff, 43 race sponsors 
and seven sponsors made in-kind donations. Food was 
donated by Marco’s Pizza, Sysco Memphis and Germantown 
Commissary. Helium tanks for 
the magnificent balloon arch were 
donated by NexAir. Music and DJ 
services were donated by David 
Pickett of DNA Entertainment. 
Paulsen Printing donated race 
cards and posters. Fleet Feet 
brought a truck to the race to 
provide water and race cups.  

Members of the Race and 
Sponsorship committees are: Steve 
Maury (Sponsorship chairman), 
Marie Dowling, Lattie Michael, 
Bill Bateman, Angie Johnson, 

Tricia Dewey, Robert Propst, 
Kenyetta Thompson Powell, Sarah 

Cowens,  Nat Johnson,  Matthew Arehart, Cindy 
Bennett and Elizabeth Coldiron. Thank you for your 

involvement in the months leading up to the 5K and for all 
of your work on race day!  

We will announce the race day numbers and the fundraising 
proceeds as soon as all race expenses are paid in November, we 
will present checks to our beneficiaries, Books from Birth and 
the Emmanuel Center.

Thank you to all our volunteers and the Holy 
Communion staff for the phenomenal job you do in helping 

the race come together. A special 
thanks to everyone who signed 
up for the race, sponsored it, 
made donations or sponsored 
children from the Emmanuel 
Center. 

The kindness and generosity 
from the Holy Communion 
parish is humbling. This event 
would not be possible without 
the enthusiasm, support and 
participation of you all.     
     
                – Julie Fike

 

Photos by Cindy McMillion
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Book it 5K Sponsors 

The Adams Family, Andrea & Doug Edwards, Irene & Ron Ayotte, Lattie Michael, Kendra & Robert Propst, The Straton Family, 

Rebecca & John Bakke, Bill Falvey & Emily Woodside, Catherine & Bill Bateman, Linda Kay & Randy McCloy, Linda & Neely Mallory, 

Sarah & Tom Cowens, Genie & Ralph Braden, The Maury/McCain Family, Bill & Carmine Vaughan

The Book It's after party, in the church's back yard, is a diverse mix of the best of Memphis. 
At right, Race Director Julie Fike and her grandson, Bryson, run the 200-meter dash, a fun event for kids.



10  |  holycommunion.org

Three generations of Eric Greenwoods at the entrance to the 
Greenwood building.

Greenwood cont'd from page 1

sure the church has what it needs to do its work and respond 
to God’s voice in the world.

Greenwood’s visit is the crowning touch on a carefully 
planned campaign to connect the congregation to its roots and 
its reasons for giving.

“It’s a joy to be able to give,” Greenwood says. “The Lord 
loves a cheerful giver,” he says, remembering a sermon he 
preached on the topic one stewardship season. In his research, 
he came upon the Greek word for cheerful: Hilaros.

“It’s the word from which we get hilarious. Don’t you love 
that? The Lord loves a hilarious giver,” Greenwood says, his 
own characteristic laugh sailing over the phone.

Stewardship season began October 1. It will end with 
Greenwood’s sermon three weeks later.  

“We are thrilled to be leading 
the stewardship campaign this 
year at Holy Communion,” said 
Alexis Faber. 

She and her husband, Michael, 
have two young children.

“The church has an incredible, 
positive momentum at this time, 
supported by the tremendous 
success of the capital campaign.  
We are hoping to build on this 
momentum and make this a very 
strong year for the stewardship 
campaign,” Alexis said.

All funds pledged in the 
campaign support the work of the 
church, including its outreach. 

“We don’t ask people to give 
in order to cover the church’s 
budget,” said Sandy. “We ask 
them to give because giving is a spiritual discipline. And it 
differs from other kinds of giving because we also give away 
control of the money. We trust our brothers and sisters on 
the Vestry will do the hard work to discern how that money 
should best be used.”

It’s a rising tradition that the campaign is run by young 
couples in the church, proof that they are taking responsibility 
for the support of their church, Sandy said.

“Nick and Amanda Goetze nominated Jeffrey and Christina 
Block (last year’s chairs) who nominated Michael and Alexis 
who nominated John and Jade Planchon,” Sandy said.

“Being a chairman is a two-year commitment; one year 
observing and one leading.” 

Each year, the chair people approve the priest who will deliver 
the Celebration Sunday sermon. Sandy extends the invitation.

“I want someone who is going to inspire the congregation,” 
Sandy said. “I want someone who has a good preaching 
voice and ideally, someone who has a relationship with Holy 

Communion. We are more inspired by people who know who 
we are.”

Last year, the Revered Peter Gray preached on Celebration 
Sunday. He also is a child of this congregation, baptized here 
in 1982 when his father, the Right Reverend Duncan Gray, 
was associate rector. 

Two years earlier, the Reverend Patrick Sanders spoke.
“The congregation fell in love with him. He was this huge 

ball of energy. We invited him back the next year,” Sandy said.
Greenwood is a touchstone, a living piece of this church’s 

history, from the beginning.
His father, the Revered Eric Greenwood, was the founding 

rector at Holy Communion, shaping this congregation 
from East Memphis’s rapidly emerging neighborhoods.  The 

Greenwood building is named 
for him.

“Mother was pregnant with 
me when Dad got the call from 
the Reverend Theodore Barth, 
the rector then at Calvary 
Episcopal,” Greenwood says.

A short time later, Barth 
was elected bishop of Tennessee 
and the young Greenwood was 
soon on his way to rectoring 
his first church. His young son 
was among the few classes of 
boys that attended St. Mary’s 
Episcopal School at Perkins and 
Walnut Grove.

“My first- and second-grade 
classrooms were in the Blaisdell 
Building, on the second floor,” 
Greenwood says.

He happened to be with his grandson, Eric Greenwood IV, 
last fall when the child realized he was standing in a building 
named for his family. 

A few minutes later, three generations of Eric Greenwoods 
had their photo taken in front of the bronze plaque at the west 
entrance.

It’s a happy memory for the Greenwoods. But it pales in 
comparison to the first time the same grandson saw a copy 
of the portrait of his great-grandfather that hangs in Cheney 
Parish Hall over the sofa in his own home.

“Eric III inherited the portrait of my dad that had hung 
in my mother’s dining room. He lives in Columbia, South 
Carolina. They hung the picture in the living room. Little 
Eric had not seen it in that place. He came running in and 
stopped dead in his tracks. He looked at that picture of my 
father and bowed.

“I split wide open. I was just dying with laughter. I said, 
‘You know the stories, don’t you?’”

“Yep.”
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Message Factors cont'd from page 1

Memorials & honoraria
Received August 16 - September 17, 2017

In memory of 
The Reverend Reynolds Smith Cheney II

Leigh & Brackie Carter
Will & Trudie Carter

Dr. Philip Rojas
Joann Schmeisser

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Schaffler
Keith & Katherine Anderson

Dorothy Brownyard
Chey & Bill Widdop

George Menendez
Deborah Kuykendall

Maryanne & Don Macdonald
Barbara & Tim Cook

Mr. & Mrs. William Edward Loveless II
Elizabeth & Courtland Smith

In memory of Neil Utkov
Leigh & Brackie Carter

Patti, Richard, & Olivia Trippeer
Chey & Bill Widdop

In memory of J. C. Smith
Kathy & Ben Adams

In memory of Bud Gardner
Dorothy Brownyard

In memory of Eleanor Vaughan
Dorothy Brownyard

In memory of Jeanne Bowen
Dorothy Brownyard

In memory of Lou Fran Gammill
Chey & Bill Widdop

In memory of Jo Turnbull
Betty Lyon

In memory of Philip Cruzen
Richard & Betty Hoffman

Gay Daughdrill Boyd
The David N. Thompson Family - 

Mary, Noel & Mac
Larry Bryan

Mary Lisa & William Oelze
Harvey Coe

Bill & Jeannine Blair
Wylie & Kristy Blair

Mr. & Mrs. Myron M. Mall
In memory of Lou Jones

All Saints Guild

The Vestry has preliminary data at this point,” Sandy said. 
“When more is available, it will be shared with the congregation.”

Tom Logue, president of Message Factors, explained the 
rationale for the research. 

“Our business clients rely on us to help them understand 
what makes their customers loyal," 
he said. "When we started discussing 
this project with Sandy, the parallels 
were obvious.  So we framed the study 
around the overarching question:  What 
is the essence of Holy Communion, that 
defining characteristic that makes it such 
a special place for parishioners?”

The firm interviewed 20 members, 
representing a cross-section of the 
congregation, to better understand 
the church's role in parishioners’ lives.  
These interviews shaped the tone and scope of the online 
survey. 

“In conversation after conversation, we heard loud and clear 
that this is a strong community with a family-like feeling,” said 
Logue. “When you consider that we spoke with a very wide range 
of parishioners in different stages of their lives, the fact that we 
heard the same message so consistently speaks volumes about 
Holy Communion.”

Message Factors, Inc. is owned by Peregrine Enterprises, 
Inc. Parishioner Charles J. Beech is the chairman and CEO of 
Peregrine Enterprises Inc. The services are being provided at no 
cost to the church.

The work at church is being directed by a committee of Anne-

Morgan Morgan, Jim Breazeale, the Reverend Hester Mathes and 
the Reverend Sandy Webb.

“We’re getting confirmation of a lot of things we already 
knew,” Sandy said. “Worship, education and fellowship are very 
important to members of the Church of the Holy Communion. 

The congregation takes a great deal of pride 
in its youth and children’s programs. We also 
have a significant number of people who are 
members of other churches but participate 
in Holy Communion’s worship services and 
other programs.”

That parallels national trends on the 
changing nature of church membership.

“What it means to be a member is 
changing. You now have people who affiliate 
with several churches. We have a lot of 
people who come to our 5:30 service and go 

somewhere else in the morning or worship someplace else but 
are bringing their youth and children to our youth programs,” 
Sandy said.

“In a way, we are providing youth and children’s ministries for 
churches that do not have their own.”

Holy Communion, by its size, has always been a “resource 
church,” which means it routinely serves people beyond its 
membership. As examples of its standing, it is the only church in 
the diocese that has separate youth and children’s staff. Matthew 
Arehart, minister to youth here, is the by far the longest-serving 
youth minister in the diocese.

In collaboration with Message Factors, the Vestry will use the 
data to guide strategy and communication.

“We’re getting 
confirmation of 

a lot of things we 
already knew.”

– The Reverend Sandy Webb, Rector



Clergy
The Reverend Sandy Webb, Rector

The Reverend Ben Badgett, Associate Rector
The Reverend Hester Mathes, Associate Rector

The Reverend Dr. Randy McCloy, Deacon

vestry
John Lewis, Sr. Warden + Jeffrey Block, Jr. Warden

David Visinsky, Treasurer + Debbie Campbell, Clerk
Bill Bateman, Katie Collier, Sarah Cowens, Amanda Goetze, 

Hugh Holt, Nat Johnson, Tim McCormack, Lattimore Michael, 
Anne-Morgan Morgan, Mike Murphy, Cava Sittnick, 

Christy Yarbro and Youth Representative Evelyn Roberts 

Lay Staff
Matthew Arehart                                                        Minister to Youth 
Teresa Boone                  Director of Administration
Laura Clausen                        Financial Assistant
Elizabeth Coldiron                                            Minister of Hospitality
Mary Beth Darrow                                     Director of Operations
Martha Earnest                                                         Facilities Staff
Julie Fike                                  Director of Recreation & Wellness
Dr. Jane Gamble                            Assistant Minister of Music 
Alice Hollis                                                    Minister to Children
Ellen Koziel                            Assistant Minister of Music 
Beth Mitchell                          Assistant Minister of Communication
Ann Moorehead                                                       Facilities Staff
Dr. David Ouzts                             Minister of Music and Liturgy
Kenyetta Powell                                 Receptionist
Jane Roberts                           Minister of Communication
Jim Sawicki                                                                         Sexton
Jamie Shaw                                                                         Sexton

Place label here.

The Communicator

The Communicator, (USPS.) #015-799, is published Monthly by CHURCH OF 
THE HOLY COMMUNION, 4645 Walnut Grove, Memphis, TN 38117-2597. 
PERIODICAL POSTAGE paid at Memphis, TN. POSTMASTER: Send address change 
to Church of the Holy Communion, 4645 Walnut Grove Rd., Memphis, TN 38117-2597.

Church of the Holy Communion  |  4645 Walnut Grove Road  |  Memphis, TN 38117  |  (901) 767-6987  |  www.holycommunion.org

Church of the Holy Communion, an Episcopal Church 
in the center of Memphis, seeks to be a sacred presence, 

grounded in the servant ministry of Jesus, offering 
spiritual growth opportunities for all.

WORSHIP TIMES
Sundays: 8:00 a.m.,  10:30 a.m., 5:30 p.m.

Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:10 a.m.  
Wednesday 12:15 p.m.

Abby Bakelaar and Neeley Thompson practiced their climbing 
skills at the parish retreat October 1 at St. Columba Conference 

and Retreat Center.


