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Easter 2021 at Holy Communion
By Dr. David Ouzts, Minister of Music and Liturgy

(Easter continued on page 10)

The motto of my college choir is “Discipline, Excellence, 
and Beauty” in normal times. During our annual week-
long spring tour, however, the motto morphed into 

“Adjust, Adapt, and Accept.” 
Many times during the past calendar year, I have quoted this 

latter phrase to myself and applied to all manner of occasions 
and situations affected by the COVID pandemic. Many things 
quickly changed without our control. As some things begin to 
return, we are beginning to see the light at the end of the tunnel. 
Indeed, all things are not yet back to what we know as normal. 

After canceling in-person worship in March 2020, many will 
remember Easter Day a few Sundays later: held in our beautiful 
new Children’s Chapel, we livestreamed via Facebook with an 
iPhone on a tripod with one priest, one pianist, and one soloist. 

Thankfully, a year later we have been allowed to return to 
limited in-person worship, carefully following COVID protocols 
to keep everyone safe.   

When beginning to plan our Holy Week and Easter liturgies 

for 2021, we realized that we could probably accommodate the 
numbers of worshipers for Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and 
Good Friday in our beautifully refurbished nave. 

However, we realized that Easter Day, given even half of 
our normal numbers in attendance, would present a problem 
in the nave. 

 Keeping our Easter worshipers safe and distanced in the nave 
would be impossible, even if we used Quilling Memorial Chapel 
and Cheney Parish Hall with video feed for overflow seating. 
Holding multiple Easter services on the hour for much of the 
day was impractical. 

 Music is such an important part of our Easter Day services. 
We wanted to plan for “big music” again, but combining even 
a quartet of singers and a brass ensemble was problematic. 
Unfortunately, singing is the most COVID super-spreading 
activity, much more than talking; using small ensembles of 
singers, masked and distanced, helps keep us all safer. 

 With instrumentalists, string instruments are considered the 

Holy Communion’s first choir in 1950
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A search committee member set the tone for my first 
interview to be the Priest-in-Charge at Church of 
the Holy Communion when he said, “We have to    
  do something about the gym.” 

Eight years later, we have done something about the gym. 
The Athletic and Wellness Center will sustain our recreation 
ministries for years to come, operating under a newly-revised, 
mutually-beneficial operating agreement with our partners 
and friends at St. Mary’s Episcopal School. 

And, we have done so much more than that: We have 
created custom-designed spaces for children’s ministry, 
youth ministry, music ministry, and hospitality. We have 
addressed all of our deferred maintenance issues. We have 
updated the nave, narthex, and sacristy. We have replaced 
the pews and commissioned a new dossal curtain and cross 
with coordinating festival vestments. We have done all 
of this while also learning how to minister in the online 
environment and developing and beginning to implement 
a strategic plan that will match the excellence of our 
technology with the renewed excellence of our facilities.

Holy Communion is ready for the future!
Feasibility studies initially told us that we could raise $5 

million to pursue our vision of a renewed future, and we 
exceeded that goal as well. The Campaign for Holy Communion 
received almost $10.9 million in pledges and, as of mid-March 
2021, has realized more than $10 million in contributions.

The Campaign for Holy Communion has exceeded every 
expectation and now turns its attention to tackling the final 
challenge in this game-changing, ministry-transforming 
season of renewal: We began this project debt-free, and we 
need to finish it debt-free. 

Throughout this process, the Vestry has carefully 
balanced its strategic goal of completing the whole project 
– that is, not leaving important work undone or unfinished 
– with its fiduciary responsibility to protect the church’s 
financial wellbeing.

With construction operations now complete, our financial 
forecasts are becoming more precise. Assuming that we all 

the 
Easter-to-Easter 
Challenge 
Close the gap in 

just one year!

complete our capital campaign pledges, the Vestry believes 
that total expenses associated with The Campaign for Holy 
Communion will exceed projected revenues by only about 
4%! That’s roughly $475,000. We are using a combination of 
short- and long-term debt to meet our obligations, but at the 
end of the day, we have a gap that we need to close.

An anonymous parishioner family has issued the Easter-to-
Easter Challenge: They will cover the interest costs associated 
with our projected deficit for one year, Easter 2021 through 
Easter 2022, as a challenge to close the gap within that time. 

Every dollar that is donated to the Easter-to-Easter 
Challenge (above and beyond existing pledges) will go 
directly to our goal of reducing our projected deficit and 
ensuring a bright financial future for our church. 

Holy Communion’s endowment has already made the 
first gift – more than $40,000. So, the gap is down to less 
than $435,000. 

Are you up for the challenge? Can you make the next 
gift? You can honor or remember someone you love through 

( Challenge continued on page 11 )

Easter-to-Easter

CHALLENGE
2021 - 2022

By The Reverend Sandy Webb
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Ever feel like the pandemic threw a punch to 
your wellness routine? You’re not alone. 

The good news is that Church of the Holy 
Communion is here to support you and your family’s 
fitness goals. 

Minister of Communication Emily Austin talks with 
Julie Fike, Director of Recreation & Wellness, about how 
wellness ministry persevered through 2020 and how we can 
move forward with health and wholeness into the post-
pandemic world. 

Emily Austin: When I think back to the beginning 
of 2020, I seem to recall that the construction on the 
Athletic and Wellness Center was completed almost 
exactly before the shutdown.

JuliE FikE: Actually, we had some great time to live into 
the new facilities before we shut down. We were able to 
open and have basketball and fitness classes in January and 
February of last year. The week before the shutdown, there 
were at least 50 people at Zumba. The momentum was real! 
And we were getting ready to start new classes in April, too. 

EPA: How did you feel when in-person gatherings 
had to cease?

JF: Just stunned. It was shocking and surreal. No one 
can ever expect a pandemic. 

EPA: Fitness centers and gyms were some of the first 
“no-fly zones” at the outset of the pandemic. What were 
some of the ways Holy Communion wellness ministry 
kept moving forward despite limitations? 

JF: When I talked with colleagues who also work in 

church recreation ministries, we noticed that people 
were craving interaction – not only with each other, 
but as a wider community. We knew there were going 
to be opportunities to work together during the time 
that we couldn’t meet in-person. That’s how the Moving 
In Faith challenge was born. St. George’s Episcopal 
Church, Saint John’s Episcopal Church, Second Baptist, 
Germantown Methodist Church, Christ Methodist and 
Holy Communion all formed their own church teams 
where individuals would set fitness goals each week and 
then report their progress. It was a great way to have some 
friendly competition and keep moving. 

Summer 2020 also brought our first-ever virtual 
version of the BookIt Race. I didn’t know what to 
expect, but everyone was so supportive of keeping it 
going. We just wanted to keep people connected to this 
wonderful activity that benefits the important work of our 
beneficiaries, the Emmanuel Center and Porter-Leath’s 
reading initiative, Books From Birth. 

EPA: How has moving and exercise played a role in 
your life during the pandemic? 

JF: Over the last year, starting my day with exercise has 
given me energy and kept me positive. Getting your blood 
pumping through your body is a great way to start the day 
and to clear your mind and think. 

EPA: The last year has interrupted our lives in lots 
of ways, including our physical activity. Can you share 
some tips for introducing movement back into our lives? 

JF: Recommitting to movement and setting goals 
for ourselves is so helpful as we all start to recover from 

( Moving continued on page 9 )
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IN FAITH
Holy Communion 
wellness ministry 
keeps running 
throughout 
pandemic
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Reel Theology Explores Movies 
as Modern-Day Parables

By Robert Propst

JESUS spoke all these things 
to the crowd in parables; 

he did not say anything to them 
without using a parable.       

Matthew 13:34

We all perk up at a good story, don’t we?  Jesus 
knew this.  Storytelling was his preferred 
technique in conveying a message to a crowd. 

Jesus used parables, simple stories about common life, 
to illustrate a point or truth about the Kingdom of God 
and our role in it.  But they are not tidy tales with a 
moral at the end.  Many are confounding, unsettling 
and mysterious, with their meaning anything but 
straightforward. They are designed to spark our 
imagination and pique our curiosity.  We are meant to 
reflect and wrestle with what they are all about. 

Can movies serve as modern day parables, with the power 
to convey spiritual truths and the nature of God?  I say, Yes, 
they can.  That is the idea behind the movie discussion group 
at Holy Communion known 
as Reel Theology.  Much like 
a book group, Reel Theology 
members watch selected movies 
on their own and then come 
together – currently via Zoom – 
to discuss. 

It’s a church movie group 
with a slant, though. The 
movies that are chosen are 
secular and not considered 
faith-based.  If you’ll notice, 
the parables of Jesus never 
explicitly mention God.  They 
rarely have a religious setting, 
but still they are told to show 
us the nature of God.  In a similar way, some secular movies 
offer powerful Christian and spiritual ideas and themes 
although they are not framed in a religious context. They 
can be complex and challenging which is fertile ground for 
reflection and discussion.  They, like the parables of Jesus, 
require us to grapple with their meaning and challenge us 

to see things in new ways.  They give us the 
chance to ask ourselves, “How do I see God at 
work here?” and “Who am I in this story?”

Since September 2020, the group has 
watched and discussed Cinderella (2015), 
Stranger Than Fiction, True Grit (2010), Skid 
Row Marathon, Get Low, and The Way. These 
films have generated conversations about faith, 
love, redemption, forgiveness, reconciliation, 
addiction, revenge, guilt, justice, mercy, grace, 
suffering, fate and free will – many of the 
things that make up our human experience.  

Sharing stories is how we make sense of the 
world around us. Speaking only for myself, I have 
found the group discussions to be a thoroughly 
enriching experience. People have marvelous 

thoughts on different aspects of the films.  There have been 
comments and observations made by group members that I will 
think on for a long time. 

Jesus told stories to help us try and understand what God is 
like.  If we’re paying attention, some movies can serve as modern 
day parables that offer us glimpses as well.

“Can movies serve 
as modern day 

parables, with the 
power to convey 

spiritual truths and 
the nature of God?  
I say, Yes, they can.”

– Robert Propst, Reel Theology Host

Photo by Cindy McMillion
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Thank You from ~
the Reverend Colenzo Hubbard

It is a privilege to come before you to say thank you, 
and to say goodbye. After retiring at the end of this 
year, my wife LaVerne and I are moving to Florida. 

We will miss you all dearly. I wanted to take this 
opportunity to say thank you to Church of the Holy 
Communion.

I've spent 30 years of my life working in the Diocese 
of West Tennessee and the City of Memphis, and from 
the very beginning, Holy Communion has been such a 
great support for the Emmanuel Center. It started with 
Father Reynolds Cheney. He embraced me as a brother 
in the Lord and supported me through this church. 
This continued on with all of the rectors who've been 
here, including Father Sandy.

Holy Communion’s outreach committee has 

( Thank You continued on page 11)

supported us from the very beginning. I remember 
Mrs. Thurmond who was very instrumental in 
bringing together members of Holy Communion 
to assist in establishing the first library at the 
Emmanuel Center for the children. Doree Brinson 
starting what we call Operation Joy, which is 
a Christmas program for the children of the 
Emmanuel Center, and it continues on to this day. 
Holy Communion would adopt as many as 150 
children each year. People like Doug Edwards served 
on our board for over 20 years. Many of you are 
associated with St. Mary's Episcopal School, which 
provided scholarships for our children to attend this 
wonderful school.

Then there's the BookIt 5K, which, from its 
inception, has been a financial supporter to the 
Emmanuel Center. And then there's Team Read, 

Photos by Cindy McMillion
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Get Moving this April at Holy Communion!
Kudos, Brad Thompson!  
Holy Communion parishioner Brad 
Thompson, the Executive Director of 
St. Columba, was elected President 
of the Board of Episcopal Camps and 
Conference Centers at its 2021 Annual 
Conference.  He previously served the 
ECCC Board as Treasurer for 4 years.  At 
the Conference, Brad also made a presentation entitled, 
“Balancing Business and Ministry:  What We’ve Learned 
(How to Live Into Your Mission, Keep the Lights On, 
AND Meet Your Payroll).”

Print copies 
of Connecting 
Memphis now 
available! 
Connecting Memphis, 
the online storytelling 
and photography project 
by parish photographer 

Cindy McMillion, is now available in print!  
To view the 15-volume series or to purchase individual volumes 
on Amazon, go to https://TinyURL.com/1or0t532.

Commemorating the Dossal 
Curtain | As we anticipate the arrival of our new dossal 
curtain and cross this spring, we are making plans to celebrate 
the historic dossal curtain that has presided over life at Holy 
Communion for more than 70 years. An oil painting of the 
current dossal curtain has been commissioned and will hang in 
a place of honor at Holy Communion. Signed 11” x 14” prints 
of the painting will be printed on fine art paper and made 
available for purchase for $40. If you think that you might 
be interested in purchasing one of these prints, please let 
Fr. Sandy know.

JoB oPening: Minister to Children 
Holy Communion currently seeks a Minister to Children. Please 
go to tinyurl.com/CHCChildrensMinister to learn more.

Recreation
Fitness classes have resumed!
Log on to holycommunion.org/fitness-classes to 
view the schedule and register. 

EASTER WORSHIP
With the exception of the Easter Vigil, all Easter Day 
services will be both in-person and livestreamed.

EAstEr VIgIl  (not livestreamed)
Sunday, April 4 at 6 a.m. in the Nave

EAstEr DAY HolY EuCHArIst, rItE II 
Sunday, April 4 at 9 a.m. in McNeill Family Gymnasium

EAstEr DAY HolY EuCHArIst, rItE II
Sunday, April 4 at 11 a.m. in McNeill Family Gymnasium

EAstEr DAY ContEMPlAtIVE HolY EuCHArIst
Sunday, April 4 at 5:30 p.m. in the Nave

    

easter egg Hunt | sunday, April 4 at 10 a.m. | 
Athletic Field     
We are so excited for the Holy Communion Easter egg hunt 
this year! If your family is interested in participating or helping 
out, we are very appreciative! To sign up to help, please go to 
tinyurl.com/CHCEggHunt. 

Formation
A Spirituality for 
the Second Half 
of Life
The reverend Eyleen Farmer 
 Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. on 
Zoom | April 7, 14, and 21
Drawing from both modern 
and ancient spiritual masters, we will explore the rich 
possibilities for continued growth in the second half of life. 
These conversations will not be about any self-improvement 
program or finally getting it right. Instead we will consider 
the deeper questions of meaning, wisdom, and pathways to 
joy.  To signup, go to 
tinyurl.com/CHCSecondHalf. 

Contemporary Theology 
in Action sundays at 9:00 a.m. on Zoom  
Join us to hear from contemporary, progressive theologians 
and to discuss current events in relation to theological ideas. 
Contact Mike Watson by email for Zoom login credentials: 
mike082162@gmail.com.  All are welcome!

Brad Thompson
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Get Moving this April at Holy Communion!

OUTREACH 

Food Ministry Update
We are continuing to support the neighbors with bag lunches 
and hot meals as the community makes plans for the future. 
We could use some help in these areas. You only need to sign 
up for what fits your schedule, but we do need some new 
helpers this spring. If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to reach out to Barb Boucher at 901-832-2835 or 
Judy Horning at 901-672-7664.

Sign up for sack lunches: tinyurl.com/CHCBagLunches
Sign up for hot meals: tinyurl.com/CHCHotMeals

More Than a Meal |  saturday, April 3
Church of the Holy Communion will be hosting the Easter 
Sunday MTAM this year. However, we will be preparing the 
meals and delivering them to Grace St. Luke's on Saturday, 
April 3. We will be assembling the meals in the kitchens at Holy 
Communion Saturday morning. We will be limiting the number 

of folks who will work together and masks will be required while 
in the kitchens. Drop off of items will still be on Friday morning 
at the South entrance of the Vaughan Welcome Center. 
As we celebrate spring and the joy of Jesus' rising on Easter we 
hope you will keep our MTAM friends and volunteers in your 
Easter prayers. 
SIGN UP: tinyurl.com/MTAMEaster

emmanuel Center Food Pantry  | As 
you shop for your own groceries, please consider adding 
non-perishable food items to your cart for Emmanuel 
Center’s new food pantry. You may drop off donations at the 
collection box near the south door to the Vaughan Welcome 
Center at any time.

YoUTH
The Table has resumed in-
person gatherings! | Youth are 
invited to join in on fun, weekly 
youth check-ins each Wednesday! 
We will meet on the front steps of 
the church at 5 and then go indoors, 

or weather permitting, we will hang in the Memorial Garden. 
Please contact Minister to Youth Carter Webster for more info.
episcopal Youth Community (eYC) 
6th-12 grade Sundays 4:15-5:15 p.m., dropoff and pickup at 
front steps of church.
Pre-YC 4th & 5th grade | April 25,  2:30-3:30 p.m.
Middle School Bible Study | Wednesdays 
6:45-7:30 a.m. | meet at church by youth room entrance.
High School Hangout @ Panera Laurelwood 
Tuesdays 3:00-4:00 p.m.
   

DIOCESAN NEWS

Check out our new website! 
The Diocese of West Tennessee has a new web 
home! Log on to EDWTN.org to check it out.

Virtual stewardship Conference  | Saturday, April 24 
You are invited to discover the full meaning of the "aloha" - the Hawaiian word for "much" - and how you 

can use the aloha spirit in your ministry/stewardship program. This virtual conference is free and open to all. Stewardship 
committee members, vestry members, clergy, committee chairpersons, and youth group leaders are especially encouraged to 
attend.  Registration is currently open: dioet.org/events/2021-stewardship-conference/

Photo by Cindy McMillion
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Holy Communion is full of 
groups, all of which add 
to the fabric and vibrancy 

of our community. 
The Knitting Guild. The 

Brotherhood of Saint Andrew. 
Episcopal Youth Community. The 
Pastoral Care Team. The list goes on.  

One year ago, though, a group 
like none other was added to the 
catalog of lay leadership groups 
at our church. This unique team’s 
purpose was to answer the challenges presented by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Chaired by Dr. Bill Falvey, the Task Force on Re-Entry 
has worked diligently over the last year to ensure the 
safety of those coming in and out of the church building. 
One year into the COVID global pandemic, we have no 
evidence to suggest that anyone contracted COVID in Holy 
Communion facilities. 

Minister of Communication Emily Austin sat down with 
Dr. Falvey to discuss the past year and what’s ahead. 

EMIlY AustIn: It’s been quite a year, hasn’t it? 
BIll FAlVEY: Gosh, it has. Pretty much immediately 

after the initial COVID lockdown in March 2020, [the 
Reverend Sandy Webb] called me and 
a handful of other folks together to 
form a committee to help figure out 
how the church would operate safely 
during the pandemic. Steve Sittnick, 
Lisa Holt, Michael Morgan and I all 
answered the call. 

EPA: …and became the unlikeliest 
of task forces for the unlikeliest of 
years.

BF: But we couldn’t do it by 
ourselves. We wanted to get as much 
input from different areas of parish 
life as we could. We called on Jim 
Breazeale, David Dando, Mary 
Beth Darrow, Tim McCormack, 
Lesli McCully, Milton Rogers, and 
Katherine Simmons. They formed the 
larger Task Force on Re-Entry; Steve, 
Lisa, Michael, and I operated as a 
sub-committee, the COVID Protocols 
Team. They were instrumental in coming up with the 
guidelines for safe worship and gathering, and they came up 
the Home Health Screening Questionnaire. 

EPA: What 
was the hardest 
part of the last 
year? 

BF: I'm sure 
it was right at 
the beginning of 
the pandemic, 
when there were 
still so many 
unanswered 
questions: 
What is this 
thing? How is it 
transmitted? Of 
course, then, 
there was the 
question of 
when we could 
come back to 
church and how 

could we do it safely? 
Gratefully, it was very clear from the very first actual in-

person worship service that a lot of the plans and mitigation 
procedures we had come up with were more complicated 

than they needed to 
be, and so we were 
able to streamline it 
and make it a lot more 
user-friendly. 

EPA: Worship 
hosts have become 
such an important 
team over the past 
year. 

BF: Yes, what 
were formerly 
called “ushers” 
were transformed 
into worship hosts. 
Initially, we had talked 
about having, gosh, 
five or six worship 
hosts per service to 
keep everyone safe, but 
once we streamlined 

the operations, we realized we only needed three or four. The 
cooperation with the parish has been absolutely incredible. 
The parish has done a really good job with masking and 

(staying continued on page 9)

Staying the Course 
A conversation with Re-Entry Task Force Chair Bill Falvey, M.D. 

“The cooperation 
with the parish 

has been absolutely 
incredible. The 

parish has done a 
really good job with 

masking and 
social distancing.”

– Bill Falvey, Re-Entry Task Force Chair

Worship hosts Dorothy Brownyard, Thomas Carlisle and 
Andy Malmo prepare for a safe in-person worship service. 

Photo by Emily Austin

Photo by Amie Vanderford
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staying cont'd from page 8

social distancing. 
EPA: How will 

things change at Holy 
Communion as more 
people return to the facility? 

BF: We're getting into 
a different ball game now 
that so many people have 
been vaccinated and so 
many people are coming 
back to church. We are now 
opening up overflow seating 
in Quilling Chapel, and we 
are intentionally changing 
our language from “physical 
distance between households” 
to “physical distance 
between groups.” This is 
more reflective of the way 
individuals and families have 
banded together as “pods” and 
“bubbles” over the past year. 

EPA: What has been your “north star” throughout the 
last year? 

BF: I think there are three things we've all been keyed 
in on: first, of course, the CDC guidelines; second, the 
Shelby County Health Department guidelines; and third, 
the guidelines issued by the Diocese of West Tennessee and 
Bishop Phoebe Roaf. 

It is tempting to say that some church activities could be 
offered to parishioners who are “fully vaccinated.” However, 
neither Sandy nor I believe that this approach would be 
standard with the CDC’s current guidelines for public 
gatherings or the biblical teaching that we are all members of 
a single body of Christ. 

EPA: If there’s one thing the last year has taught us, it’s 
to expect the unexpected. That said, what is your guidance 
for Holy Communion? 

BF: I think we’re all beginning to see the light at the end 
of the tunnel, and while that’s good, there’s a risky tendency 
to relax the things we know we need to do, like masking and 
social distancing. Those things are still very important. If we 
can all stay the course for now, we should all be getting back 
to normal by the fall. 

Moving cont'd from page 3

pandemic life. Set small goals that you know you can attain, like 
walking for 15 minutes a day. 

Also, find something that you like to do. Maybe it’s cycling, 
maybe it’s walking, maybe it’s playing pickleball. It’s okay to start 
out running and to walk when you get tired. 
Having some variety is great, too. Mix cardio 
and strength training, and mix up the times 
that you do different types of exercise so you’re 
working all your muscle groups. 

Most importantly, just get your shoes on 
and walk out the door. The hardest thing you 
will have to do is get started. You will never 
regret the time that you spent exercising. 

EPA: I have definitely found that to be 
true! Holy Communion recently resumed in-
person fitness classes in our Wellness Center. 
Can you tell us about them and the CoVID 
safety procedures that are in place to keep participants safe 
and healthy? 

JF: Holy Communion has resumed yoga, Tai Chi, and 
FIT4MOM classes. From head to toe, yoga participants leave 
class feeling like they have had a great workout, no matter the skill 
level. Tai Chi, which is an exercise built around slow sequences 
of movement, balance, and breathing, is a low-impact class that 
is good for all ages, but especially those with limited mobility. 
FIT4MOM classes are great for parents with little ones. 

Keeping participants safe and healthy is our top priority. 

We do a temperature check for everyone who comes to class. 
We require handwashing, and masks at all times. Class sizes are 
limited, too, so it’s important that people register in advance on 
our website or by calling the parish office. 

EPA: All the kids – and parents – are 
happy to learn that youth team sports have 
resumed, too. 

JF: Yes, they have! In January, we resumed 
basketball programming in McNeill Family 
Gymnasium with drills and skills clinics for 
youth. It was a lot of fun, and now we’re gearing 
up for youth soccer and softball. 

For spring team sports, COVID protocols will 
be in place. Coaches will do a temperature check 
on all players ahead of time, and face coverings 
will be required. For soccer, only the goalie will be 
allowed to touch their ball with their hands. 

EPA: What is something that you learned over the past 
year about wellness and health in a pandemic? 

JF: I’ve learned the importance of balance – whether that’s 
balance of cardio and strength training or balance of physical 
activity and nutrition. 

I’ve also learned how important it is, mentally, to exercise. 
Exercising is a wonderful way to work out our anxieties. Exercise 
can turn anxiety into hope and resolve, and it shows us how we 
can work through hard things. 

We are all stronger than we think we are. 

Lisa Holt, a member of Holy 
Communion's Task Force on 
Re-Entry, makes sure all COVID 
mitigation procedures are in place 
during the first in-person adult 
formation gathering in a year in 
Cheney Parish Hall. 

Photo by Cindy McMillion

Photo by Cindy McMillion
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“ The more we considered 
this idea, the more we 

realized that we could also 
safely accommodate all of our 

Easter Day worshippers in 
two large morning services in 
the gym, as “the” plan rather 

than just a rain plan. ” 
– Dr. David Ouzts, 

Minister of  Music and Liturgy

Easter cont'd from page 1

Photo by Cindy McMillion

safest, with woodwinds being the least safe and brass instruments 
somewhere in the middle. Brass instruments, however, can use 
black rubber bell covers, which helps 
reduce the risk. 

 We finally landed temporarily 
on a plan of holding two large Easter 
morning services on the front lawn, 
much like we have done for services 
on Parish Picnic Sunday. Outdoor 
services are the safest, as people can 
bring lawn chairs and spread apart. 
Problem solved. 

 Knowing that we would contract 
with professional brass musicians, 
leave it to the parish music director 
to be the fly in the ointment: “What 
will be our rain plan?” 

 I then recalled the beautiful 
graduation ceremony that St. Mary’s 
Episcopal School held in our new 
parish/school gymnasium in June 2020. For decades, graduation 
has been held in our nave with live video feed across the parking 
lot into the Buckman Center. With school COVID protocols, 
St. Mary’s regular graduation plan would not work for them 
either. 

 Our new gym is an immense facility and easily 
accommodated the graduates, their parents, the upper school 
faculty, a platform party, and a couple of musicians. We were all 
masked, distanced, and quite safe. 

 Why, then, could the new gym not also be our Easter 

Day rain plan? 
 The more we considered this idea, the more we realized 

that we could also safely accommodate 
all of our Easter Day worshippers in two 
large morning services in the gym, as 
“the” plan rather than just a rain plan.  

 The professional videographers and 
sound technicians that we would have 
needed for the front lawn services could 
be relocated to the gym without the 
inconvenience of a quick, last-minute 
rain plan transition. 

 Our quartet of singers and 
brass quintet can also be physically 
distanced and safely used in the gym. 
Worshippers can safely sit with their 
family “pod”, spaced apart from 
others. An altar can be attractively 
set up on the platform much like 
St. Mary’s graduation. And our altar 

guild and festival decorations team will make the room 
beautiful. 

 The gym rain plan has become “the” plan for Easter 2021, 
and we can be together in two large morning services. The 
Easter Vigil this year will be an early morning liturgy and the 
5:30 PM Easter Day service will be its regular contemplative 
nature, both held in the nave. 

 During an “adjust, adapt, and accept” year, a beautiful 
Easter has come again to Church of the Holy Communion. 
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Memorials & Honoraria
Received February 16, 2021– March 15, 2021

In memory of 
McKay Dockery

Debby & Steve Schadt

In memory of 
Martha Hicky Fogelman 

to the 
Hicky narthex Project

The Visinsky family
The Elmer Stout family

St. Mary’s Episcopal School 
Board of Trustees

Josh Lane
Joe & Stephanie Jarratt

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Keeney
David Curran
Benjamin King

Irene & Ron Ayotte
Mike McDonnell

Ruth & Ron Thompson
Margaret Eldridge

Duke B. Clement, Jr.
Bliss & Jan Hicky

Billie Anne Williams
Dr. & Mrs. Victor Feisal
Martha & Jerrold Graber
Elaine & Leonard Lurie

Lynne Glass Rice
Walter & Suzanne Allen

Duncan F. Williams
Boyd & Trudy Rhodes

Jerald Duncan
Jerome & Evelyn 

Makowsky
Nick & Judy Ringel

Mr. & Mrs. 
Kent Wunderlich

Williams McDaniel, 
Attorneys at Law

Dan & Chloee Poag
Murray & Karen Riss
Paula & Kirk Carter

Dr. & Mrs. 
Charles Russell Handorf

Kathy & Joel Fulmer
Dolph & Jessie Smith

Gary R. Lubin
Stan & Kay Graber

Stephanie & Spence Wilson
Adam Greenberger

June Ohlendorf
Debby & Steve Schadt
S.W. Farnsworth, III
Stephen W. Anderson

H M Heckl
Don Scott

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Powell
Alice Bolton

Financial Federal Bank
Betty & Kenneth Jack

Ann Duncan
First Horizon Bank

Mr. & Mrs. 
Douglas Edwards

Glenn & Christine B. 
Munson

The Reaves Firm Family

In memory of Dr. Jim Pate

Karen & Phil Campbell
Alice Bolton

In memory of 
William “Bill” Thomas

Debby & Steve Schadt

In honor of 
Cindy McMillion

to the outreach Fund

Allison & Richard 
Williamson

a high-impact gift of any size. You can make a gift even if 
you were not affiliated with Holy Communion when the 
campaign started. You can give out of whatever unexpected 
or mid-year income might come your way this year. You 
can give appreciated investments, possibly securing a tax 
benefit for yourself in the wake of recent market surges. 

Regardless of how you give, paying our remaining 
pledges on or ahead of schedule and making an extra gift 
to the Easter-to-Easter Challenge are some of the best ways 
that we can invest now in the bright future of our church.

Holy Communion has risen to every challenge in 
The Campaign for Holy Communion. Please join me 
in responding to this final challenge so that our future 
can be truly unencumbered, limited only by the limitless 
imagination of God.

Thank You cont'd from page 5

Charlton Lyons, and the many volunteers who came to 
help us with the children in the inner city, to improve 
their reading efficiency. 

Last but not least, I thank the Holy Communion 
Pastoral Care Team. Over the last few years, I've had 
many health challenges, but I always welcomed with 
a smile those pastoral care cards that you sent me 
encouraging me during my time of illness. 

I love you. I will always cherish you and the time that 
we have spent together.

God bless you.

Photo by Cindy McMillion



Clergy
The Right Reverend Phoebe Roaf, Bishop

The Reverend Sandy Webb, Rector
The Reverend Hester Mathes, Senior Associate Rector

The Reverend Jonathan Chesney, Associate Rector
The Reverend Dr. Randy McCloy, Deacon

Vestry
Steve Maury, Sr. Warden + Liz Crowder, Jr. Warden

Jack Straton, Treasurer + Kyle Smith, Clerk
Ellie Bakelaar, Thomas Carlisle, Tricia Dewey, 

Bradley Fogelman, Barton Lynch, Evelyn McGahey, 
Jean McGhee, Jack Nelson, Judy Phillips, 

Dan Poag, Anna Rojas, and Romaine Scott

Lay Staff
Emily Austin                        Minister of Communication
Teresa Boone                  Director of Administration
Laura Clausen                Financial Assistant
Mary Beth Darrow                                     Director of Operations
Martha Earnest                                                         Facilities Staff
Julie Fike                                  Director of Recreation & Wellness
Roosevelt Gray                                                    Facilities Staff
Megan Johnson                           Minister of Welcome
Dr. Ellen Koziel                            Assistant Minister of Music
Cindy McMillion                              Parish Photographer 
Beth Mitchell                          Assistant Minister of Communication
Ann Moorehead                                                       Facilities Staff
Dr. David Ouzts                             Minister of Music and Liturgy
Jim Sawicki                                                               Facilities Staff
Jamie Shaw                                                         Facilities Staff
Carter Webster                                                       Minister to Youth 
Cynthia Williams                         Receptionist

Place label here.

The Communicator

The Communicator, (USPS.) #015-799, is published Monthly by CHURCH OF 
THE HOLY COMMUNION, 4645 Walnut Grove, Memphis, TN 38117-2597. 
PERIODICAL POSTAGE paid at Memphis, TN. POSTMASTER: Send address change 
to Church of the Holy Communion, 4645 Walnut Grove Rd., Memphis, TN 38117-2597.

Church of the Holy Communion  |  4645 Walnut Grove Road  |  Memphis, TN 38117  |  (901) 767-6987  |  www.holycommunion.org

Church of the Holy Communion is a sacred presence in 
the center of Memphis, a welcoming church that gives 
glory to God through worship, service, and learning.

WORSHIP TIMES
Sundays (Online): 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 5:30 p.m.

Sundays (In-Person): 10:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Wednesdays (Online): 12:15 p.m.

He Is Risen!
ALLELUIA

Photo by Cindy McMillion


