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What was your senior year of high school like? 
It’s safe to say that it probably bore little 

resemblance to the masked-up, socially-distanced, 
virtual-learning senior year of the Class of 2021. 

On Senior Sunday, Church of the Holy Communion 
celebrated its graduating seniors during each worship service. 
That morning, Minister of Communication Emily Austin and 
Minister to Youth Carter Webster also sat down with four 
extraordinary members of this group – Emma Gammill, Miriam 
Gardner, Neeley Mathes, and Libby Prince – to reflect on the 
lessons of faith, flexibility, and friendship that they learned over 
the past year and will carry with them on their next step. 

Carter Webster: We’ve made history this year, haven’t we? Even 
though it was hard, this year has been special because we got through 
it together.

Libby: I feel like this may just be me, but this year has made my 
relationships get stronger. I feel like you kind of have to work harder 
to connect with the people you care about when you’re in quarantine. 

Neeley: This past year, I’ve learned how to live in the 
moment. Each time I got to spend with my grade and people 
from church was just so special. It doesn't happen all the time, 
and I can't take it for granted. 

Miriam: Yeah, I never really thought that I would necessarily 
miss, you know, going to church on a Sunday! I would miss like 
our Wednesday Compline. I, of course, enjoyed them before, but 
I definitely took them for granted.  

Emily Austin: Do you feel like your circles have gotten smaller 
this year?

Neeley: I do, but I've also realized that if I could go back and 
say COVID exists or doesn't exist, I think I would say exists. 
COVID has helped me grow in my relationship with my friends, 
and it’s taught me that God does have a plan through all of this. 

Emily: We’ve all learned to worship and connect differently 
over the past year. From livestream worship to Instagram and 
Zoom, we’re using tools that we never used before in church. Do 
you think that impacted the way you connected? 

Neeley: Well, I feel like right now, church is a lot more self-
guided than it used to be. Like, it's not your parents telling you 
to log onto the Instagram Live. I think that it's strengthened it 
for the people that choose to give it their all. It's made me realize 
that I want to continue to do church in college. I've chosen it 
now, and I've benefited so much from choosing it. 

I know that when I get to college, I will have a lot of new 
decisions to make and things to learn. Fitting in church and 
spirituality this year when things were crazy makes me know that 
once I get to college, I don't need to go and figure that out too.

Miriam: Having the option to log into our group Zooms each 
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week was such a great piece of normalcy during 
COVID. It was a nice little like slice of something that we 
were used to. 

Carter: I think getting together over Zoom made us 
closer just because we were figuring it out together. I have 
enough faith in the youth that I work with to know that 
they're not expecting the transition to be perfect. It was 
disappointing that we had just gotten a new Youth Suite 
and were unable to use it, but looking back, it's nice that 
we had some time to learn to be creative and look at other 
ways to be together. 

Emily: What is your next step after graduation?
Emma: I am going to Union and plan on majoring in 

Nursing. 
Miriam: I'm going to Auburn next year, and I'm 

majoring in Fashion Merchandising.
Neeley: I'm going to Texas Christian University and 

I'm going to take the pre-law track, but I'm also going to 
major in Business.

Libby: I'm going to Wofford, and I'm going to major 
in Environmental Studies. 

Emily: If you could give a piece of advice to yourself as a 
freshman in high school, what do you think that would be?

Libby: Relationships with very fake people usually do 
not work, so don't spend your time and energy on that. 

Neeley: Find people that you can be yourself around. 
For so long, I was trying to morph into the mold of 
others, but I'm happiest when I'm around people that I 
can be myself with, and I found that here. 

Miriam: Learn to live in the moment and enjoy the 
little things. 

Emma: Grasp everything and have fun! 
Emily: What do you think has been the theme of your 

senior year? 
Miriam: Creativity. We’ve had to be super creative this 

year. Just figuring out ways that we can still have fun, be 
with friends, and do things safely and have some of our 
school traditions has required creativity. 

Neeley: Since middle school, I've had a life plan. 
Learning to adjust my plan has been a big lesson for me, 
but I think that it showed me that, like, just because 
things aren't going my way doesn't mean that it's not 

going to go better than what I had originally intended. 
This year, I’ve learned that I don't always know what's 
best for me, and that's okay. 

Emma: For me, the theme of my year has been growth. 
My school has done such a good job of trying to fit 
everything into our senior year despite the limitations. 

Libby: For me, it was focus. This year, whenever there 
was a problem, I could really focus on it and understand 
how I could help. In normal times, there are so many 
problems balanced by so many good things, and it’s hard 
to focus on either of them because you’re busy running 
around. But this year, there was nothing to run to. I was 
able to see the big picture.

Miriam: I think this year has really challenged me to 
find sacredness in ordinary things. If I couldn't wake up 
in time for church but I still wanted to get something out 
of the day, I could see the sacredness of God in a walk or 
in a really pretty sunset. 

At WOW, (Worship on Wednesdays) we would always go 
around and share our “junk, joy, and Jesus” moments. I’ve 
learned that my Jesus moments don’t have to necessarily take 
place in the sanctuary.

Neeley: Right! A Jesus moment can be as simple as 
someone giving you a cookie when you’re feeling sad. A 
camp counselor once told me that God winks at each of us 
in different ways, so we should always look for the winks. 

Carter: Anything can be extraordinary or sacred. It just 
depends on how you’re looking at it. I think it shows a 
lot about y’all’s perspective that you are looking for those 
winks from God. 

Hallie Anderson
Emma Gammill
Miriam Gardner
Joe Hudson
Davis McGhee

Neeley Mathes
Libby Prince
Daniel Russell
Sam Scott
Carrigan Sulcer

Congratulations to Holy Communion's 
Class of 2021!

Photos by Cindy McMillion
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Get Moving this June at Holy Communion!
Confirmation &
Baptisms
CONFIRMANDS  |  APRIL 25, 2021

BAPTISM  |  MAY 23, 2021
Ruth Scott Douglass
Parents: Scott & Lauren Douglass

RECREATION
2021 FALL SPORTS
Registration is open for our 2021 Fall sports season. 
Sign up for Fall Soccer or Kickball and invite your friends! 
REGISTER AND LEARN MORE:
www.holycommunion.org
For questions, email juliefike@holycommunion.org

2021 Summer Conditioning for Kids!
June 22 to July 15 | Tuesdays & Thursdays | 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.
Summer Conditioning is open to girls and boys entering the 
4th- 8th grades in the Fall of 2021.  
Sessions will take place on the track and field at Holy 
Communion and will include running, core exercises, 
stretching, running drills and games.  Register online at www.
holycommunion.org.

2021 Book It 5K
Mark your calendar for 
September 18, 2021!   Plans have 
begun for our 11th annual 
Book It 5K, benefiting the 
Emmanuel Center and Porter-
Leath’s Books from Birth program! 
Over the past 11 years, our race has 
raised over $264,000.00 for our 

race beneficiaries.  If you would like to help plan this year’s race, 
please contact Julie Fike at juliefike@holycommunion.org.

Summer Formation begins June 6!
Sundays at 9:15 a.m., Cheney Parish Hall
Wednesdays at 12:15 p.m. on Facebook
In-person summer formation Sunday, June 6! Portions of 
in-person summer formation that lend themselves to video 
will be taped and released the following week. 

June 6: Naming  | The Rev. Jonathan Chesney 
June 13: Releasing  |  Carter Webster 
June 20: Understanding  |  Parish Panel  
June 27: Holding  | The Rev. Hester Mathes 

Additionally, each Wednesday at 12:15 p.m., tune in to 
Holy Communion's Facebook page for an Online Musical 
Offering from Minister of Music & Liturgy David Ouzts and 
the Holy Communion Musicians.

Contemporary Theology in Action  
Sundays at 9 a.m. on Zoom
Contemporary Theology in Action meets via Zoom Sunday 
mornings at 9:00 a.m. Join us to hear from contemporary, 
progressive theologians and to discuss current events in 
relation to theological ideas. Contact Mike Watson by email 
for Zoom login credentials: mike082162@gmail.com. All 
are welcome! Plans are in motion for an in-person CTIA 
meeting later this summer. Stay tuned for more info!

Online Centering Prayer
Saturday, June 5, 2021 at 9:15 a.m.
Contemplative Outreach of West Tennessee (COWT) invites 
you to participate via Zoom for our June 5, 2021 First 
Saturday.  The Zoom meeting will follow a schedule of two 
20-minute centering prayer sessions, a silent break, and a 
Lectio Divina reading of Sunday’s Gospel. 

If you are interested in participating, please email Eileen 
at eileen.olewinski@gmail.com for zoom log-in information.

Josephine Elizabeth Block
Joel Chapman
Margot Katherine Holland Chapman
Isabel Graham Dent
Olivia Grace Dupree
Lacy Ellen Ferrell
Frazier Hall Gardner

Albert Harrison Goetze
Alexander Stewart Mathes
Allison Brooke Maury
Catcher James Miller
Stanton Maxwell Miller
Smith Catherine Sulcer
Michael Wilson Yarbro
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Get Moving this June at Holy Communion!
Become a Book It 
5K Race Sponsor! 
There are many levels of 
sponsorship available. 
Sponsorship benefits include 
complimentary entries in the 
race and placement of your 
company logo or name on the 
race website, posters, ads and 

t-shirts!  If you or your company would like to consider being 
a sponsor for the Book It 5K, please contact Steve Maury at 
901-493-4485 or by email at steve.maury@Bankparagon.com. 

OUTREACH 
Constance Abbey Food Ministry

Starting the week of May 3, Church of the Holy 
Communion will provide 50-60 sack lunches and 40-50 shelf-
stable lunches every other Thursday to Constance Abbey. Other 
faith groups are signing up for other days of the week, but if you 
have any group who would be interested in providing lunch for 
any day, please contact Barb Boucher for open dates. Signups for 
Holy Communion Thursdays will continue. 

To sign up, please go to 
https://tinyurl.com/CHCBagLunches

If you have any questions or want to sign a group up for 
another day, contact Barb Boucher at bib72015@gmail.com 
or 901-832-2835. 

Emmanuel Center UPDATE
With summer vacation right around 

the corner, Emmanuel Center will soon 
be winding down its on-site, virtual 
learning facility for fifty students.  Angie 
Johnson, EC Executive Director, reports 
that Holy Communion parishioners' 
contributions to the center's new food 
pantry has been a valuable resource 
for both center participants and their 
families throughout this spring semester.  

In addition, when Emmanuel Center's current program ends 
on June 16th, a bag of groceries will be sent home with each 
participant to help their families manage food insecurity issues 
while EC transitions to its summer programming.  Your 
donations of non-perishable foods such as canned meats, 
vegetables, 
fruits and 
individually 
wrapped, multi-
pack snacks are 
needed to fill 
those bags. 

Please leave 
them in the EC 
designated boxes at 
the south entrance 
to the Vaughan 
Welcome Center.     

July 6-8,  2021   9AM-3PM
Rising 6th grade - Rising college freshman

COST:  $50
CONTACT:  Carter Webster

REGISTER:  https://tinyurl.com/serve901 

SERVE 901
Join us for some summer service 

and fun in Memphis!

YOUTH
Camp Able 
Service Project 
CHC is excited to provide box 
lunches for Camp Able on June 16!  
Here are ways to get involved:

Box Decorating
1. Pick up boxes from the Church and return decorated June 
1-10 ... OR 
2. June 10  Group decorating at the church with lunch. 11:30 
a.m.-12:30  p.m.
Meal Prep 
June 16 | 9:15-10:30 a.m.  |  Meet outside of the church 
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Have you ever noticed that there are some 
television programs that, while produced 
specifically for children, spark inspiration and joy 

no matter your age?
Sesame Street. Mister Roger’s Neighborhood. The Muppet Show. 
For many in our community, Holy Communion’s 

Children’s Chapel videos strike a similar chord. With a new 
video premiering each week from August 2020 to May 
2021, this series came to be a highlight for all generations at 
Holy Communion during some of the darkest days of the 
pandemic. They inspired hope, fun, and connectivity.

Each video included prayer activities with Minister to Youth 
Carter Webster, a reflection from Holy Communion clergy or 
lay adults, and youth and children leading the Lord’s Prayer, 
music, and reading a passage from the weekly lectionary. Filmed 
on the smartphones and computers of contributors across Holy 
Communion, the segments were then spliced together to create 
a continuous video.  

For Holy Communion’s children’s choirs, the weekly video 
offered a much-appreciated opportunity to perform while 
COVID restrictions prevented them from singing together 
in person. Through an app especially created for choirs to 
collaborate when they cannot be together physically, Children’s 
Music Director Dr. Ellen Koziel recorded individual choir 
members’ performances and then combined them together. 

The finished product: one pitch-perfect performance. 
Once the segments were recorded, it was time to patch 

them, polish them, and push them out for the world to see. 
During the pandemic, Holy Communion staff already had a 
full plate producing videos for nearly every area of ministry 
at the church, so additional help was needed. Carter Webster 
connected with her colleague from her time at Camp Gailor-
Maxon, freelance video producer Ryan Hoelscher, to see if he 

could assist with this special project. 
And gratefully, he could. 
“Children’s Chapel was a fantastic, wholesome change of 

pace in my freelance work," said Ryan, who is primarily a 
videographer for professional sports teams. “I’ve never done 
anything like it.” 

“Seeing everyone collectively come together to work 
hard and deliver each week was awesome,” he added. “It 
wasn’t always the easiest, and there were inconvenient curve 
balls, but Holy Communion pulled through time and time 
again to make Children’s Chapel happen every week. Carter 
Webster was outstanding at directly communicating with me 
and pulling together videos. Emily Austin also did incredible 
work clearly explaining visions for videos and answering any 
questions I had, on top of editing Children’s Chapel the last 
few times with very short notice.” 

“Everyone was very responsive and easy to communicate 
with. That’s a simple but incredible thing to have at any 
organization. Most importantly, those involved put a lot 
of intent and care into whatever video they created, and it 
showed. It created a virtual space with a lot of heart and 
wisdom to be found.” 

In addition to the work Ryan contributed to the Children’s 
Chapel project, he also lent a much-appreciated hand 
with other video projects at Holy Communion during the 
pandemic, including video updates from Father Sandy, post-
production work on Sunday livestream videos, and a variety of 
other special projects. 

Although the completion of this special video series is 
bittersweet, good news is on the horizon for Children’s Ministry 
at Church of the Holy Communion: In-person Children’s 
Chapel is set to resume on Sunday, June 6 during the 10:30 a.m. 
service. Youth and adult volunteers are currently being recruited. 

Children’s Chapel Videos Spark Joy, 
Collaboration During Pandemic

( Children's Chapel continued on page 7)

From left to right: With CHC Assistant Minister of Music Dr. Ellen Koziel as accompanist, children's choir member Cecille Austin sings for the music 
segment of a recent Children's Chapel video, all recorded on a smartphone; each week since summer of 2020, freelance video producer 
Ryan Hoelscher deftly spliced together segments from a variety of contributors into a single video; CHC youth Davis McGhee shares his 

musical gifts while sending a message of hope and love to others amid a global pandemic.
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Drew Massengale

Children's Chapel  cont'd from page 6

To view the opportunities or sign up, please go to 
https://tinyurl.com/ChapelHelper. 

Additionally, in May, Reverend Hester made the 
exciting announcement that Drew Massengale will 
be joining the Holy Communion staff as Minister to 
Children on July 4, 2021. Drew will bring a wealth 
of experience and creativity from his work as youth 
education and program coordinator for the Botanic 

Memorials & Honoraria
Received April 16, 2021 – May 15, 2021

In memory of 
Martha Hicky Fogelman 

to the Hicky Narthex Project
Mary Lynn & Steve Marks

McNeal McDonnell
Allison Braswell

Dreen & Mollie Allen
Kendrick Charitable Gift Fund

Margaret & Hall Gardner
Scott & Jill Notowich

Morgan & Judy Brookfield
Sally & Frank Navarra

In honor of Bobby Fogelman
to the Hicky Narthex Project

Dreen Allen

In memory of Betty Coe Cruzen
The Manuel Family

Peggy & L.R. Jalenak, Jr.
All Saints Guild 

Harvey Coe
Zada Hart Gates & Charles K. Hart

Cissy Galloway

In memory of Sara Ouzts 
to Friends of Music

John Denton
Cara Modisett

Dillard & Juanita Bray
Allen Webner

The Right Reverend Phoebe Roaf
Mrs. Bennie Page & Family

Mr. & Mrs. George Braxton Carter
Cindy Pugh Pruitt

Outpatient Pharmacy Staff 
at Germantown Methodist Hospital

Barton Lynch
Edith Langston
Annie Mahaffey
Sally Matthews
Barbara S. Carr

Bob & Julia Howard
Sarah Doyle

John Salveson
Roger & Sondra Tucker

to the Easter to Easter Challenge
Liz Crowder

Carmine & Bill Vaughan

In memory of 
Dr. Richard Shelton “Pete” Hollis

Dorothy Brownyard
Annie Mahaffey

Mr. & Mrs. George Braxton Carter
Walter Wills, III

In memory of David Henry Scott
Dorothy Brownyard

In memory of Martha Farrimond
Tom & Sarah Cowens

All Saints’ Guild 
Annie Mahaffey
Margaret Taylor

In honor of Sandy Webb’s birthday 
to the Easter to Easter Challenge

Arlene & Steven Marshall

In memory of Larkin Bryant
to Friends of Music

Kendra & Robert Propst
Ann Duncan

Margaret & Charles Hubbert

In memory of David Dando
Ann Duncan

Kay & Stan Graber
William Abbay

Sam & Tonya Rembert
Lawrence & Jennifer Dow

Scott Fleming, Michael Winter, 
Steve Landwehr, Curt Pierce, 

Theresa Hughes, Richard Wiggs, 
Veronica Tansey, and all of his other 

friends at Fleming Architects
Debby & Steve Schadt

Richard & Betty Hoffman
Ann & Jim Warner and family

Pam & Chuck Tracy
Pat & Charles Beech

Mike & Sherry Murphy
Jo-Ellen & Walt Reed

Ruth & Ron Thompson
Walter D. Wills, III

Paula McIntyre
Louis & Lisa Jehl

Morgan & Judy Brookfield
Sally & Frank Navarra
Chloee & Dan Poag

Connie & Lou Adams
Margaret Craddock

Wanda Neal Hooper & Bill Young
Verna H. Turner

Maryanne & Don Macdonald
Mr. & Mrs. W. Ray Brakebill

Margaret Eldridge
Mr. & Mrs. L. Kirkpatrick Bobo

Kathy & Ben Adams
Associated General Contractors 

of Tennessee
Ed & Katie Eleazer

Linkous Construction
to the Easter to Easter Challenge

Liz Crowder
Carmine & Bill Vaughan

Emily Woodside & Bill Falvey

In memory of Kay Dockery
Carole Kay Pleasants

In memory of Jim Thompson
John & Debora Nelson

In memory of Betty Boucher
John & Debora Nelson

Chloee & Dan Poag
to the Easter to Easter Challenge

Liz Crowder

In memory of Ann Bjorklund
Paula McIntyre

In memory of Fred Collins 
to the Easter to Easter Challenge

Wayne Ferguson

In honor of the 100th birthdays of 
Barbara Wilson & Jet Thompson

Sylvia Adams

In memory of 
Rev. & Mrs. Charles B. Hoglan

to the Easter to Easter Challenge
Laura Hoglan

Gardens, including his revisioning of the Caterpillar 
Club, a program dear to many of our families. We 
look forward to welcoming Drew and his family 
when he begins his ministry at Holy Communion 
on Sunday, July 4, 2021.

An archive of all the Children’s Chapel videos 
can be accessed at 
https://tinyurl.com/CHCChildrensChapel
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WORSHIP TIMES
Sundays (Online): 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 5:30 p.m.

Sundays (In-Person): 10:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Wednesdays (Online): 12:15 p.m.

Church of the Holy Communion is a sacred presence in the 
center of Memphis, a welcoming church that gives glory to 

God through worship, service, and learning.

The COMMUNICATOR

CONGRATULATIONS, 
Sarah Cowan! 

On May 13, 2021, Sarah Cowan, Church of the Holy 
Communion's seminarian, graduated from Virginia 

Theological Seminary with a Masters of Divinity.
Sarah will be ordained on Saturday, June 26. 


