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‘This is my place; 
I know this 

congregation’
Harmony marks these 20 years  

By Jane Roberts

For two decades, Dr. David Ouzts, minister of music and 
liturgy, has watched the congregation from the choir loft, 
hearing the lilt in voices when the hymns are familiar and 
the restive tones when they are not.

Until he looked out on all the smiling faces and took in the 
exuberant applause on January 30, the Sunday set aside to honor his 
20th anniversary, it hadn’t dawned on him how personal tenure can be.

“I looked down. I know where people sit in church now,” he 
said. As he surveyed the congregation, nodding back at friends and 
families, a rush of emotion washed over him.

“This is my place,” he said. “I know this congregation. These are 
my people.”

On Jan. 2, 2002, Ouzts, then 39, became the church’s co-music 
director, serving for two years with longtime musician Jim Brinson.

When Brinson left, Ouzts was on his own in a journey that, 
over time, has included a handful of assistants, the formation of 
four choirs, and a completely new music suite, larger than Ouzts 
ever dreamed was possible.

That itself is a sign of the role music plays in the life of Church 
of the Holy Communion. The luxurious space seems now a reward 
for his ongoing devotion to the craft of pastoral musicianship. 

There have been highs and lows, of course, including the near-
mythic change ushered in by the pandemic, which for various 
reasons has cost the 28-member Parish Choir ten members.

“All of a sudden after all these years, I have another charge to 
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keep — as they old hymn goes — to build a new Parish Choir. 
Everything is cyclical, and that may be what energizes me, even 
after 20 years,” Ouzts said.

Ouzts, a man charmed by tradition, loves the way it is 
honored in the Episcopal Church. But he also knows that too 
much of anything can be ruinous.

In the last two decades, there have been a raft of changes, 
and Ouzts has been 
instrumental in a number 
of them, including leading 
the congregation in singing 
plainchant Psalms “totally 
a capella.”

“It took us a while, maybe 
two to three years,” Ouzts 
said. He started playing organ 
chords in the background, 
then advanced to light bells. 
But he was determined that if plainchant were part of worship, 
it should be done the way it originated — by monks and nuns 
in monasteries.

“They did not have guitar or organ chording in the 
background,” he said.

Plainchant or plainsong is a single, simple melody where 
the notes themselves have little time value but are subservient 
to the text. 

One Lent, Ouzts pushed forward in the name of penitence. 
He gave the choir three pitches and set off down the road.

“We just did it,” he said. When he heard the courageous 
striving below, his heart swelled with a choirmaster’s pride.

“We now have five or six different styles or formats that 
we can use to sing Psalms on Sunday morning, so many that 
I have to think strategically about when these different Psalm 
plans come in and out,” Ouzts said. “I don’t want us to lose 
any of our repertoire.”

Ouzts starts each season by reading the three Scripture 
pieces for the coming Sundays and then going to work to 
layer in the themes with music. The result is that Sunday 
morning worship is a cascade of the Biblical teachings, 
spoken, chanted and harmonized.

“I want to find something that reinforces the Scripture 
readings, the preaching of the day and that will make a 

difference in the 
congregation’s 
experience,” he says.

When the 
lectionary for a 
Sunday in late 
January focused on 
the theme of being 
called, Ouzts chose 
the simple children’s 
hymn, “They cast 

their nets in Galilee,” and purposely kept the organ soft to 
emphasize the sweetness of the four verses, he said.

“And then, immediately after that, the Gospel was read, 
the story of Simon Peter and Andrew being called and casting 
their nets. I just got a warm, fuzzy feeling,” Ouzts says.

There are lots of those moments in the choir loft, said 
Parish Choir member Mike Watson because the hymn texts 
and anthems are so carefully chosen.

“That doesn’t happen in every parish. I have finished singing 
in other churches and said why? Why did we sing that?”

Ouzts, Watson said, tells the choir why he chose each 
piece and what message he is trying to emphasize. 

“Sometimes, the choir doesn’t get to go to formation, but 
with David, you’re always getting some formation because 
he explains his process. It’s very Biblical. Maybe more than 
other choir directors, David is a real partner for the clergy,” 
Watson said.

“In David, I’ve had a collaborator who sees 
himself as a minister and a leader 

of worship. I am so grateful.”
The Reverend Sandy Webb 

Rector, Church of the Holy Communion

(David continued on page 11)

Pictures from left to right:
Dr. David Ouzts in the 
choir loft, leading the Holy 
Communion choir in 
liturgical song; celebrating 
the blessing of newly 
renovated spaces with Fr. 
Sandy and Bishop Phoebe;
the Parish Choir during the 
Advent season.



4  |  holycommunion.org

Brief History of Music 
at Church of the Holy Communion

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE PARISH

The vision of the founder, the Rev. 
Dr. Charles Franklin Blaisdell, 
Rector of Calvary Church 
from 1920-1939, led to the 

establishment of Chapel of the Holy 
Communion of Calvary Church in 1939. 
Seeing great potential in the eastern 
part of the city, and with a $10,000 gift 
from Mrs. Emma Denie Voorhies, Dr. 
Blaisdell purchased a parcel of land on 
the southeast corner of Poplar and Perkins roads and 
erected the original chapel. The chapel was named for Dr. 
Blaisdell’s former parish, Church of the Holy Communion 
in St. Louis, Missouri.

The first service in the new chapel was held on January 
1, 1939, and clergy from Calvary Church conducted 
occasional services in the chapel thereafter. During World 
War II, a Sunday school met each Sunday morning, 
during which the parents 
of the children held 
Morning Prayer. Clergy 
from Calvary Church 
celebrated the Eucharist 
once Sunday per month. 

During this time, the 
Rev. Dr. Theodore Nott 
Barth, who succeeded 
Dr. Blaisdell as rector of 
Calvary Church, plans 
were developed for a 
new chapel to be erected 
on a twenty-acre tract 
at the corner of Walnut Grove and Perkins. The plans 
envisioned the project as a whole, of which the church 
was the first unit. The first Vicar (and later first Rector), 
the Rev. Eric S. Greenwood, began in May 1948.

Ground was broken for the new building in 1948. 
$200,000 was raised by Calvary, the mother parish, and 
the first service was held on January 1, 1950. The mission 
parish grew significantly that first year and Calvary 
presented the young congregation the building and 
land debt-free on December 12, 1950. On January 24, 
1951, the mission parish was received into the Episcopal 
Diocese of Tennessee with full-parish status and the name 
was changed to Church of the Holy Communion. 

CREATING A MUSIC PROGRAM

The first service in the current church 
building, included in the procession the 
combined choirs of Calvary Church and 
Church of the Holy Communion, the clergy 
and vestries of both parishes, the architect, 
the building contractor, and both bishops of 
the Diocese of Tennessee. 

In October 1952, the first junior choir 
was established by parish musician Henry 
J. Steuterman, who was the older brother 

of Adolf Steuterman, longtime organist and choirmaster 
of Calvary Church and organ professor of Rhodes College, 
then known as Southwestern at Memphis.

The original organ in Church of the Holy Communion 
was a pipe organ that had come from the residence of 
Jesse Peders Norfleet, charter member of the parish. Mr. 
Norfleet gave this organ to the parish, which was installed 
in chambers on either side of the dossal curtain. This 

organ served faithfully 
for decades but the music 
progam finally outgrew it 
and discussions of a new 
instrument began early 
during Mr. Ramsey’s tenure 
as organist and choirmaster. 

Late in the instrument’s 
life, the ivories of the keys 
would regularly come 
unglued while Mr. Ramsey 
was playing a service; while 
playing, he would simply 
pick up the ivory, set is aside, 

and glue it back on later. 
On one occasion, the organ “died a rather noisy death” 

at the end of Choral Evensong. For the recessional hymn, 
Mr. Ramsey gave the pitch from a pitch pipe, and the choir 
recessed singing a cappella. The worshippers thought the 
unintended a cappella hymn was a lovely, intentional touch, 
when in reality the organ had completely failed.  

Mr. Brinson began his faithful, 27-year ministry as the 
parish’s first full-time musician in July 1976. In January 
1978 a Renewal and Mission Capital Campaign was 
launched by the parish and included making improvements 
in the ministry of music by acquiring a worthy new organ 
and improving the acoustics of the church by relocating the 

ORGANISTS AND CHOIRMASTERS 
OF THE PARISH

Henry J. Steuterman                      1950 – 1960
John Murry Springfield                     1960 – 1961 
E. William Brackett                                  1962 – 1963
David Carl Ramsey                                   1963 – 1976
James A. Brinson                                  1976 – 2003
David Perry Ouzts, d.s.m.                     2002 – present
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choir and organ to the rear balcony. 
In December 1978, a group of music supporters held a 

dinner to establish the Friends of Music fund for the parish, 
a fund that continues today. On Palm Sunday 1980, the 
new Wicks organ was heard for the first time, and the organ 
dedication consisted of a dedication concert by Mr. Brinson 
on June 1, a concert for organ and voices on June 8, and a 
concert by former organist Mr. Ramsey on June 10 that year.

In October 1989 the church nave was extended and a 
new chancel was added. The second floor of the Blaisdell 
Building (parish house) was remodeled in June 1992 to 
include a new choir room, choir vesting room, parish 
musician’s office, and vesting/bride’s room. 

In 2001, the Sunday evening chapel Communion service 
was expanded into a contemplative Evensong and Holy 
Communion, using a variety of string and wind instruments 
to accompany the liturgy and drawing from the Celtic and 
Taizé traditions, among others. From these liturgies, the 
parish has produced three recordings, Sacred Impressions, 
Celtic Grace, and Celtic Light. Churches throughout the 
country have also developed such liturgies and have sought 
out direction and resources from Holy Communion. 

The Ouzts Years
The music ministry was expanded into two full-time 

positions in 2002, and David Ouzts joined Jim Brinson 
on the music staff to serve as full-time Parish Musician 
and Liturgist. Together, Mr. Brinson and Dr. Ouzts 
established a program consisting of the Parish Choir, 
Motet Choir, St. Augustine Choir, the Taizé Schola, and 
the Memphis Girls Choir. 

A set of 30 English handbells was given to Church of 
the Holy Communion by Harwell and Faye Allen in honor 
of their own 50th wedding anniversary in 1987. These 
bells were used liturgically throughout the years in Psalm, 
anthem, and hymn accompaniments. In 2012, the set was 
completed with the gift of an additional bass bells, given by 
Dan and Ann Duncan in celebration of their 35th wedding 
anniversary. In 2007, Dr. Ouzts established the first parish 
handbell choir, the Holy Communion Ringers, which 
began rehearsing weekly and playing for worship every 4-6 
weeks. The parish is affiliated with Handbell Musicians of 
America, the national professional organization for handbell 
ringing in this country.

In 2019, after St. Elisabeth’s Episcopal Church, 
Bartlett, closed, Holy Communion acquired the 4th and 
5th bottom octaves of bass handbells through a gift from 
Roger and Sondra Tucker. Sondra is a nationally-known 
handbell clinician and composer and has dedicated/
inscribed a few of her handbell compositions to the Holy 
Communion Ringers.

In June 2003, Mr. Brinson accepted the position of 
Instructor of Music and Chapel Organist and Choirmaster 

of Mercersburg Academy, Mercersburg, Pennsylvania; Dr. 
Ouzts assumed the title of Director of Music, Organist and 
Parish Liturgist, directing the Parish Choir, Motet Choir, 
Boys and Girls Choir, and the Taizé Schola. 

Kristin Lensch was hired in fall 2003 as half-time 
Associate Director of Music and Organist. With great 
success, Ms. Lensch built up the Boys and Girls Choir 
using the Royal School of Church Music (RSCM) choir 
training scheme. In February, 2006, Ms. Lensch organized 
a Choral Evensong at Church of the Holy Communion in 
which the Boys and Girls Choir joined with the children’s 
choir of Grace – St. Luke’s Church under the direction of 
Stephen Cleobury, Director of Music of King’s College, 
Cambridge, England, who was the Springfield Lecturer that 
year at Rhodes College.

In 2009, Ms. Lensch departed and became Organist and 
Choirmaster of Church of the Holy Apostles. John Palmer 
was hired as Associate Organist in January 2010. 

In 2014, the Parish sought to restore the half-time 
associate parish musician position. One candidate was 
originally envisioned; however, two of the area’s finest 
musicians became available and the associate music position 
was split between two assistants. 

Dr. Jane Gamble, a native Memphian and well-known 
organist, was hired as Assistant Organist. For decades, Dr. 
Gamble has annually concertized in England and Europe.  
At the same time Orff music specialist Dr. Ellen Koziel 
was hired as Assistant Choirmaster for children’s music, 
following her thirty-three year career of music teaching 
in the Shelby County Schools. Dr. Koziel is also on the 
adjunct faculty of Rhodes College, directing the Rhodes 
Women’s Chorus. 

Music program today
Presently, the parish music ministry includes a sextet of 

staff singers, eight various contemplative service professional 
instrumentalists, and volunteer accompanists who 
occasionally assist Dr. Ouzts and Dr. Koziel with the music 
program today.

Throughout the years, Holy Communion choirs have 
sung numerous choral evensongs and concerts that have 
included major choral works such as Bach and Buxtehude 
cantatas, Handel’s Messiah, Brahms Requiem, Fauré 
Requiem, Rheinberger Requiem Mass in D minor, Dubois 
Seven Last Words of Christ, Vivaldi Gloria, Pergolesi 
Magnificat, Charpentier Messe de Minute pour Noël, 
Pinkham Christmas Cantata, and Lauridsen Lux Aeterna. 

In 2018, the parish and St. Mary’s Episcopal School 
entered into a massive joint construction and renovation 
program. The parish’s portion raised more than $11 million 
to renovate the interior spaces of the Blaisdell and Greenwood 
buildings. The music department moved into a new music 
suite on the third floor of the Cheney Parish Hall building, 

(History continued on page 12)
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Get Moving this March at Holy Communion!

Here@HolyC on 
Wednesdays  

5:15 - 6:00 pm: 
Dinner and fellowship      
 (Cheney Parish Hall)

      $8 Adults / $5 Children / $20 family max  

6:00 – 7:00 pm:  
   •  Children’s activities with 
 Mr. Drew & Dr. Koziel 
   •  Youth group with Carter 
   •   Adults - Hope & Healing   

    Worship in Quilling Chapel followed 
by small group conversation in the  

    Carrick Room on the 3rd floor
6:30-8:00 pm: Parish Choir 
 with Dr. Ouzts 

Nursery will be available if there 
are enough requests. Please email 

dmassengale@holycommunion.org. 

PLEASE NOTE:
 Due to spring break, we will not have 
Here@HolyC dinner or activities on 
March 16. Both Choir practice and 

Zumba will meet as scheduled.
 

Becoming a 
Radically Welcoming 
Congregation: 
A Workshop with Canon 
Stephanie Spellers
Tuesday, March 8 at 5:30 p.m. 
Cheney Parish Hall

The Reverend Canon Stephanie Spellers serves as Presiding Bishop Michael 
Curry’s right-hand person for evangelism and reconciliation. She will 
offer a thoughtful, hopeful, and provocative 90-minute workshop at Holy 
Communion on Tuesday, March 8, 2022 at 5:30 p.m. Come to be a part of an 
important conversation about growing the church and welcoming new friends. 
The 15th Anniversary edition of Canon Spellers’ first book, Radical Welcome, is 
available for purchase at Novel bookstore. Email Mary Beth Darrow to register: 
bdarrow@holycommunion.org

ADULT FORMATION 
An Adult Forum by The Reverend Sandy Webb

Newcomers and Oldcomers Class 
Sunday Mornings at 9:15 a.m. | January 30 through March 27

(except when we have guest speakers)
Cheney Parish Hall

 On Sunday mornings in the Adult Forum, Fr. Sandy is leading a back-to-basics 
discussion of the Episcopal Church’s beliefs and practices that will be engaging for 
newcomers and oldcomers alike. This ongoing class will run from January 30 through 
March 27, except when we have guest speakers.

Photo by Cindy McMillion

Easter Flowers and Music  
Contact:  Teresa Boone at tboone@holycommunion.org. or 
Laura Clausen at lclausen@holycommunion.org. To have 
your gift acknowledged in the Easter service leaflets, 
memorials and honoraria must be received in the Parish 
Office by 5 p.m. on April 4.

CHORAL EVENSONG
SUNDAY, MARCH 6 at 5:30 P.M.
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Get Moving this March at Holy Communion!
HOLY COMMUNION 
RECREATION & WELLNESS  

2022 TEAM SPORTS 
Soccer - Season Dates:    

•  Practices Begin - mid-March
•  Games Begin - March 26
•  Season: March - May (No games 
Easter weekend)
•  Season Ends - end of May

Baseball/Softball/T-Ball | Registration Ends 3/16
We will play in PAA League. Games will start the week of April 
25, and end May 27th. 

For more information or to sign up for either sport, go to 
holycommunion.org/youth-sports.

Questions? Contact Michael McGuire, Minister of 
Recreation & Wellness, at 767-6987 ext. 4022 or email 
mmcguire@holycommunion.or

YOUTH
Contact Carter Webster for more details or questions: 
cwebster@holycommunion.org

CHC EYC needs your updated information!
After a crazy year and a half, many things have 
changed in our lives! Just visit our online form at 

https://tinyurl.com/54ejfnra
Please take a moment to fill 
out the form so that we 
can have a great year 
together in community, 
fellowship, and prayer!

Imago Dei
Photography Exhibit 
March 6, 2022
Opening Reception, 12-3 p.m.
St. Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral (700 Poplar Ave.)  
Light refreshments 12:00-12:30 p.m.   
Artist’s Talk from 12:30--1 p.m.
Holy Communion’s parish photographer, Cindy McMillion 
-in collaboration with the attendees of St. Mary’s 
Wednesday morning community worship service - invites 
you to the opening reception of Imago Dei (image of 
God), an exhibit of photographs inspired by the men and 
women who attend the Wednesday morning worship 
and breakfast at St. Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral.

Explore Narnia 
with Holy Communion's 
Children's 
Ministry
This Lenten season, come 
and explore the C.S. Lewis 
classic, The Lion, the Witch, 
and the Wardrobe. This 
timeless Christian allegory 
resonates well in today's 
environment.
     An introduction begins 
in Children's Chapel on 
Sunday, March 6, at 9:30 
a.m. there will be weekly 
discussions and questions 
to ponder as we read, as 
well as whimsical crafts.
     We will celebrate the 
conclusion of the book 
with a Narnia-themed party on April 24, one week after Easter 
Sunday.
     To reserve a copy of the book (for loan or purchase) email 
Drew Massengale dmassengale@holycommunion.org 
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For dozens of youth 
from across the diocese and 
beyond, Happening weekend at 
Holy Communion was one of life’s 
transformations, bold and unflinching, 
and now, part of the teens and who 
they will become.

Due to the pandemic, the last 
Happening in the diocese was in 
February 2020. 

Even six weeks ago, going forward this 
year was a big question. 

“It takes everyone 
having a little part,” said 
Carter Webster, minister 
to youth. “That was my 
big takeaway from the 
weekend. It really does 
take a village.”

Happening, patterned 
loosely on the Cursillo 
movement, is a three-
day revival-like youth 
program in the Episcopal 
Church.

“The weekend centers around a series of talks on 
spiritual matters,” said the Reverend Jonathan Chesney, 
“that moves from an invitation to be our true selves, and to 
be vulnerable” towards understanding what it means to be 
in relationship with Jesus Christ and living out that bond 

in the larger society.
“There are a lot of surprises in the 

weekend,” Chesney said, that are designed 
to help teens learn to drop their guard.

“It’s a very specific schedule of activities 
building to a crescendo and sending you 
back into the world.”

The high point is the closing worship 
on Sunday afternoon, an exuberant 
celebration of unity that culminates 
in songs with guitar riffs, cheers, and 
group hugs.

“It’s high energy,” said 
Zander Mathes.

For Holy Communion, 
Happening 2022 was one 
of the first large-scale uses 
of the renovated spaces, a 
parish-warming kind of 
occasion that filled rooms 
with the sounds of earnest 
conversation and laughter.

“It was so fun to see 
everything come to life,” 
said Carter. “It was a 

chance for me to see our space in a different way, to give it 
some life and character we haven’t been able to give it in the 
pandemic.”

Students typically attend once. If they return, it’s as staff 
support in other Happenings.

“It is something I can now take 
with me to share and be more 
comfortable celebrating God 
with more people around.”

Marshall McGahey
Church of the Holy Communion parishioner 

and Happening #68 participant.

Happening Joy Echoes Through CHC
‘We built these facilities to be used’

By Jane Roberts

Photos by Cindy McMillion
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Meet Becky Bunker, 
one of our newest 
members! Becky has 
lived in Memphis 
for forty-one years 
and works in Faculty 
Affairs at St. Jude 
Children’s Research 
Hospital. She is 
actively involved 
with Room in the Inn’s Burrito Ministry, which 
provides clothing and sleeping bags and food to 
our unsheltered neighbors in downtown Memphis 
every Tuesday evening. 
Besides traveling and reading (mysteries, 
thrillers, and historical fiction), Becky enjoys 
metalsmithing, an interest she developed during 
the pandemic. She continues to take courses 
in this creative art and enjoys practicing and 
improving her new skills in the backyard “she-
shed” of the home she shares with husband Wade.

When asked if there is a piece of advice that 
has influenced her over the years, Becky offers 
this: “Learn to embrace the gifts and talents 
God has given you. We all have them. You just 
have to find out what they are. Don’t compare 
yourself to others, as you will always compare 
your worst to someone else’s best; you are not 
being fair to yourself.” 

Becky especially enjoys the contemplative 
and liturgical worship experience at Holy 
Communion and looks forward to getting to 
know more of her fellow parishioners. 

Welcome to CHC, Becky!

– Cindy McMillion

Newcomer 
Profile
Becky Bunker

Happening is a diocesan-sponsored event which cycles 
through church facilities, including St. Columba Episcopal 
Camp & Retreat Center, large enough to accommodate 
the crowd. This year, which was West Tennessee's 68th 
Happening, included 30 Happeners and the handful of adult 
volunteers who lived the experience with the youth.

The Happeners took over the lower level of Blaisdell and slept 
in the hallway in the children’s suite and in the Carrick Room.

“We built these facilities to be used, I just loved it when I 
came in early Sunday morning to see sleeping bags laid out 
and stuff on the walls,” said Sandy. “It was exactly what we had 
in mind when set about redesigning these buildings. Using 
them for the formation of kids and faith is the best possible use.”

The combination of the space and Carter, who served 
both as Happening Mom and the host youth director, made 

the weekend shine, said Gabbie Munn, director of youth 
ministries at Calvary Episcopal.

“The youth space at Holy Communion is especially flexible 
and versatile. As someone who works downtown at a church 
where the setup is very different, it’s cool to be in a new space 
— a renovated sanctuary and new youth space. It’s one of the 
reasons I love having Happenings at all different churches. 
And Carter was an excellent host. She did the most work 
through the weekend, all the heavy lifting, plus the hosting.”

Marshall McGahey came home from boarding school in 
North Carolina to attend, nervous at first that she may be 
an outsider.

“But it didn’t even matter. You can just slip right back in 
with everyone,” she said.

Her point of growth was realizing she can be more 
outward in expressing her faith.

“I like to do what I do religiously and spiritually in private. 
It was really out of my comfort zone to be with all these people 
celebrating Christ. But I loved it. It was such a different energy. 

“It is something I can now take with me to share and be 
more comfortable celebrating God with more people around.”

Happening "Kitchen Mom" Hilary Chipley serves lunch to Jack Jordan, 
Katie Robinson, and Ella Peeples from CHC's renovated kitchen.
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“No, I did not get ordained 
online.” Let’s add that to the 
list of phrases I never thought 
would hear myself say.

I recently officiated at an 
off-site wedding. About an 
hour before the ceremony, 
the audio technician asked 
me to do a sound check. 
Needing something to say as 
he pressed buttons and turned 
knobs on his control board, I 
began reciting from memory 

a passage that we would all be hearing later that evening: 
“Dearly beloved: We have come together in the presence 
of God to witness and bless the joining 
together of…”

“That’s enough,” he interrupted. “You’re 
a real pro.”

“Thank you. I am actually a professional. 
I went to seminary and everything.”

“Really?” he asked with a blend of shock 
and incredulity. “Most of the officiants I 
work with got ordained online.”

My new friend was not referring to 
our recently-ordained colleagues whose 
traditional, church-based ordinations 
we all attended online last year due to 
COVID-19. He was referring to people 
who pursue ordination through internet-based, pseudo-
church organizations that seem to exist mainly for the 
purpose of selling credentials.

Online ordination used to be a rarity in the world of 
weddings, but it has become much more common in recent 
years. If this technician’s experience is any indication, it may 
have even become more common than not.

I wonder: Why?
Why would someone want to marry at the hand of their 

favorite uncle or their long-time best friend rather than at 
the hand of a clergyperson? If someone did not want to 
marry at the hand of a clergyperson, why would they ask 
someone to pretend to be one rather than arranging for a 
justice of the peace?

Knowing that every couple will have a unique answer to 
these questions, I suggest that two main factors are likely at 
play in most cases…

• First, relationship: Weddings are among the most 
intimate moments in our lives, and we want someone we 
trust to play the officiant’s role. People want to know the 
person who presides, and to be known by that person.

• Second, transcendence: Marriage necessarily draw us 
beyond ourselves. As people make selfless commitments 
of love and fidelity to another person, it feels right to be 
standing in front of someone who has loved them in a 
selfless and faithful way.

There were times when the church was seen as one of 
the best places in American culture to find relationship and 
transcendence. There were other times when the church 
had so much institutional authority and social capital that 
it could get away without being very good at fostering 
relationships or creating transcendent experiences. Those 
days are long gone.

As I have written before in this blog, the nature of the 
transaction that governs the relationship between the church 
and its people is changing. The future vitality of the church 

depends on its ability to connect people to each other and to 
something that is larger than themselves.

Human beings long for relationships – temporal ones 
and transcendent ones. The church is uniquely called and 
equipped to provide for both, but the growing preference 
for wedding officiants who were ordained online for 
less than $50 is further evidence that we are not doing 
so effectively with a large and growing portion of the 
American population.

Our new, more secular age demands an approach to 
ministry that fosters meaningful relationships between 
people and with the divine. If we can do those two things 
well – that is, if we can do well at our stated mission “to 
restore all people to unity with God and each other in 
Christ” – we will undercut the market for quick-and-easy 
online ordinations by offering a ministry that is more 
effective and more authentic than anything that anyone 
could ever buy.

This article was originally published in Vital Practices, 
a publication of the Episcopal Church Foundation. 

No, I did Not Get Ordained Online

The Reverend Sandy Webb

The future vitality of the church 
depends on its ability to connect 

people to each other and to 
something that is larger 

than themselves.
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In memory of Don & Elma Malmo
to the Don and Elma Malmo Fund

 for the Memorial Garden
Connie & Lou Adams

Hugh & Lisa Holt
Joan Cowan

In honor of Julie Fike
to the Fike Scholarship Fund

Laurie Harwell
Beth Mitchell

Margaret Eldridge
Karen & Phil Campbell

In memory of Bill Branch
to Friends of Music

Alison England
Hubert & Elizabeth Minton

In memory of Bill Branch
to the Easter to Easter Challenge

Karen & Phil Campbell

In celebration of David Ouzts’ 
20 years of music ministry at 

Holy Communion
to Friends of Music 

Ann Duncan
Mike & Jackie Watson

Margaret Eldridge
Margaret Taylor

Emily Woodside & Bill Falvey

In memory of Elma Malmo
to the Don and Elma Malmo Fund

for the Memorial Garden
Cynthia Marshall

Memorials 
& Honoraria
Received January 16, 2021 –  

February 15, 2022

The relationship 
between a priest and a 
church musician is unique.

 “We both lead the 
congregation in worship, 
but we do so in very 
different ways,” said 
Father Sandy. “One leads 
from the altar, and one 
leads from the organ 
bench. In David, I’ve had 
a collaborator who sees 
himself as a minister and 
a leader of worship. I am 
so grateful.”

Ouzts, educated 
at Furman, Indiana 
University, and Yale 
University, still hears his 
professors whispering 
in his ear, including 
composer and Professor Gerre Hancock who seemed to know 
that “borrowing” was inevitable.

“I remember he said, ‘We steal only from the very best. 
Bach did it and so shall we.’”

And with that permission, Ouzts often improvises at the 

organ, sometimes on 
the spur of the moment 
as he did in January 
when he needed 90 
seconds or so of music 
to carry the choir 
through Communion.

He laid out 
“luscious, gorgeous 
chords” from Jean 
François-Hyacinthe 
Langlais’ “Song of 
Peace,” one of his 
favorites, and with 
his feet, pedaled in 
the melody to “Here I 
am Lord,” which the 
congregation has just 
finished singing.

“Really, I was just 
vamping on “Here I am 

Lord,” Ouzts laughs. 
“Inspiration happens fairly often. And sometimes I 

have to make it happen. Improvisation at the organ is 
50% musicianship and 50% permission to do it. Dr. 
Hancock gave us permission.”

Music cont'd from page 3

In memory of Don Chapman
Bill Sternberger

In memory of Larkin Bryant
to Friends of Music

Andrew Cohen

In honor of Cindy McMillion
Susan & David Mealer

In honor of the Clergy & Staff 
of Holy Communion

to the Easter to Easter Challenge
Emily Woodside & Bill Falvey

In memory of Barbara Thurmond
Kaye Crutchfield

In memory of Martha Fogelman
to the Hicky Narthex Project

David & Leigh Hovey

On January 30, 2022, the congregation shows its appreciation for Dr. Ouzts' and 
his twenty years of service as Minister of Music and Liturgy at Church of the Holy 

Communnion with a standing ovation.

Photo by Cindy McMillion
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WORSHIP TIMES
Sundays (Online): 10:30 a.m.

Sundays (In-Person): 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Church of the Holy Communion is a sacred presence in the 
center of Memphis, a welcoming church that gives glory to God 

through worship, service, and learning.

The COMMUNICATOR

March 2, 2022:
$337,264.02 

Church of the Holy Communion has set 
a goal of being debt-free by Easter 2022. 
We have $137,736 left to raise and just 
about forty days in which to do it. Can 

you make a gift to get us across the �nish 
line before Easter? 

Goal: $475,000
Raised so Far: (March 2, 2022)

$337,264.02
Left to Go:  $137,736 

History cont'd from page 5

which contains two large rehearsal rooms, separate men’s and 
women’s vesting rooms, music library and instrument storage 
rooms, and two restrooms.

Music program in the community
The parish has hosted concerts by local public-school 

choirs and orchestras, college touring choirs, The Rhodes 
Singers, Memphis Vocal Arts Ensemble, St. Cecilia Singers, 
The University of Memphis Early Music Ensemble, and 
visiting artists for Memphis Concerts International.

The parish is also known in the Association of Anglican 
Musicians (AAM), as Dr. Ouzts served a five-year term 
as Chair for Professional Concerns and Development 
during which he edited new editions of AAM’s two major 
publications, Musicians Called to Serve: A Handbook for the 
Selection, Employment, and Ministry of Church Musicians 
(2011) and Servant Leadership for Musicians: A Vocational 
Handbook for Ministry (2013). He presently serves on the 
board of the West Tennessee Handbell Association, the local 
chapter of Handbell Musicians of America.

Choral Evensong on Lent I 
March 6 at 5:30 p.m.

For the first time since nave construction and the 
pandemic, the Holy Communion Parish Choir will 
sing Choral Evensong with Holy Eucharist on Sunday, 
March 6, at 5:30 p.m. The Rhodes Women’s Chorus, 
under the direction of Dr. Ellen Koziel, will join the 
Parish Choir for this service. Dr. David Ouzts will 
direct the choir, the Reverend Dr. Randy McCloy will 
officiate, and the Reverend Hester Mathes will celebrate 
the Eucharist. 


