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Parishioners loaded wet-and-dry vacs into their cars and rushed to the church in the pouring rain 
the night of Saturday, April 13. They ended up punching holes in the walls to drain water 

in the ceiling and walls.  

When the rector sends an emergency 
email on a stormy night, inviting 

parishioners to a Shop Vac sleepover 
because the parish hall is flooding, people 
respond in compelling ways.

Debbie and Robert Campbell 
scooped up their wet-and-dry vacs and 
headed over in a downpour so serious, 
both expected the streets would be 
rushing rivers on that Saturday, the day 
before Palm Sunday.

Richard Mattern, not wanting to 
show up empty-handed at a Shop Vac 
party, stopped to buy a one on his way in.

“When I got there, things were not 
great,” Mattern says. “Lala (Taylor) was 
there, running point on everything. 
Some of the staff and maintenance folks 
were there. It was loud, just incredibly 
loud, as the water poured in.”

A similar incident happened early in 
the day the previous Sunday. The Adult 
Forum was moved to the chapel while 

sexton Jim Sawicki and others swabbed 
up wet floors. 

The Vestry now realizes the situation 
is more complicated than the roof drain.  

The coupling between the roof and 
the drainpipe on the flat roof over the 
east entryway failed. To compound 
situation, the underground pipes that 

The Rains 
Came and 
so Did the 

People!

carry water out of the building had been 
compromised over time, slowing down 
the drainage. An obstruction was found 
where the drainpipe goes under the east 
parking lot. With nowhere to go, the 
water poured into Cheney Parish Hall. 

“We have addressed the problem on a 
temporary basis and are considering the 

Notre Dame Organ Spared; Dr. Gamble Rejoices
My memories of that experience are quite sublime -– sitting at 

the huge organ console in the gallery underneath the great west 
rose window, bringing some of my favorite organ music to life in 
the unique voice of that great instrument, filling the enormous 
sacred space with sounds of praise, love, joy. 

I will always remember the thrill of playing that beautiful 

Along with people around the world, I watched sadly the 
terrible fire that ravaged much of Notre Dame Cathedral in 

Paris in mid-April.  This tragedy had a personal impact on me 
because I had the honor and privilege of giving an organ recital 
there a few years ago. 

(Roof continued on page 7)

Photos by  Cindy McMillion

By Dr. Jane Gamble
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Baptism Seals Zach Sandberg’s Joy

After years of 
searching, Zach 

Sandberg was 
baptized at Holy 

Communion 
during the Easter 

Vigil, with his 
family close by. 

From left are 
Sandy Webb, Zoe 

Sandberg, 3, Zach, 
his wife, Lee, 

and infant son, 
William Vincent. 

I was received into God’s household and invited to 
share in Christ’s eternal priesthood on April 20 at 

Holy Communion’s Easter Vigil service. This was the 
culmination of a long search that has lasted much of 
my life and finally led me to find my place here at 
Holy Communion. 

This search took me through peaks and valleys, with 
twists, turns, and zig-zags that all finally brought me to 
that moment. This search took me on journeys to and 
from Judaism, atheism, and Buddhism; it includes both 
sudden epiphanies, slow realizations, and frequent study. 

It included new love, new family, new life, new hope, 
and ever-deepening discernment and prayer – until the 
entirety could finally no longer be denied and the “scales 
fell from my eyes.”

I saw how the truth of our world was reflected in 
the truth of Christ and his church, and very quickly 
possibilities became realities. 

I have found both here at Holy Communion and 
in the Episcopal Church a deeply anchored joy, an awe 
at the mystery of Jesus’ presence, teachings and passion, 
and a church committed to making Christ’s continued 
presence on Earth a reality. 

At the Church of the Holy Communion, in the 
midst of this changed life, amid the new sense of 

meaning and truth, I have found certain knowledge 
that there is a place where I am loved and welcomed, 
no questions asked. 

I have found a place where, not far from my home, 
I can find Christ present – because we are all present 
together. I have found a place I can go to catch a glimpse 
of the holy breaking through into my daily life, and 
learned that I can participate in that holiness. I have 
found a way make sacred the hours of my day, the days 
of my week, the months, years, and seasons of my life 
and my family’s life. I have found clergy who deeply 
care and endlessly give of themselves. I have found 
ceremony and liturgy, reverence and mystery. I have 
found understanding and care for all, without prejudice; 
tradition and growth together, grounded in history, in 
love, and in faith. 

My spirit has come alive at Holy Communion. I have 
connected to the divine there. Though it may take rest 
of my life to understand what has truly taken place these 
past years and this past Easter Vigil – its implications 
stretching beyond just my life on earth -– I hope and 
believe I am finally beginning to understand a line 
from Psalm 57 which has stayed with me throughout. 
Translations vary but the message remains the same: 
“My heart is ready, O God, my heart is 
ready...Awake, my soul!” 

Photo by        
Cindy McMillion

By Zach Sandberg
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In the instant when Emily Austin looks up and beams at 
Bishop Don E. Johnson on the chancel steps, everything 

in her nearly 20-year spiritual journey makes sense. Nothing 
could have been done any faster or more precisely.

For Austin, who laughs at her nerve-wracking inability 
to control more details of her own life, a sense of peace has 
settled into the space that for years she wished were filled 
with meaning.

“I was looking for a place where it’s about worshiping in 
a way that you lose yourself in. Where the worship is all for 
God and being in communion with him. I was looking for 
a long, long time. I never really found a place where I was 
100 percent comfortable, where I wasn’t self-conscious about 
myself,” Austin says.

In a move that she finds still a little hard to explain, 
Austin and her husband, Ben, and daughter, Cecille, came 
to Holy Communion last fall at the invitation of co-worker 
Lauren Hales. It was Austin’s second visit. More than 15 
years ago, she had come to a Sunday night service with 
her Christian Brothers University mentor/British literature 
professor, Dr. Mary Cargill.

And she never forgot how much she liked the liturgy and 
worship and put a bookmark in her mind to be intentional 
about returning one day.

“I went to graduate school in Chicago and eventually 
married. Time just passes by. We lived in lots of different 
places,” she said. “We spent a couple of years in Korea, 
teaching English. Then we moved to North Carolina.

“It was always humming in the background that the 
church would become part of my life again. I would think, 
‘My parents gave it to us, but we really aren’t going to have 
that for our child, much less ourselves,’” Austin said.

Austin was confirmed, with Mary Cargill beside her, 
coincidentally on the last Sunday of Bishop Johnson's 43-
year career in ministry. The moment was so touching, the 
congregation broke into applause.

Bishop Johnson, his heart full of his own thoughts as he 
conferred the confirmation blessing on teens and adults, 
couldn’t help but wonder who would be his last.

“When Emily came forward as that person, I lingered a 
half beat longer with my hands still on her head. After the 
prayer, I still lingered. It was not planned but a response to 
the sacredness of that moment,” Johnson said later.

“I’m glad I listened to the voice that asked me to pay special 
attention and to publicly acknowledge what Emily, the whole 
gathered assembly and I had shared – another ending and 
another beginning in the cycle we share as God’s people.”

For Emily, the moment was confirmation that she is 
exactly where she is supposed to be in in life and in faith.

And the quirky thing, she says, is that if the confirmands 
had followed the order they were in when they rehearsed the 
day before, she would not have been the last one.

“Just because of a last-minute space issue, we sat in a different 
order. So, I was sitting in the wrong place,” Austin said.

“When I walked up to be confirmed, I was in complete 
peace. When I heard the bishop’s words, said millions and 
millions of times to people who are part of a community 
of believers, I felt so loved. Having them said over me with 
people I respect and care a lot about, it was more than words 
can express,” she said.

“I remember thinking last week about how long this has 
been in coming,” she said. “It was all these points coalesced 
into this one moment. It meant a lot to me that it was a 
special moment for him in the same way it was for me.”

Seeing people she knows from other parts of her life at 
Holy Communion has been another confirmation. She now 
shares more with them then she knew.

“For the first time in my life, honestly, I feel really 
excited about coming to church because I know not only 
I am going to be steeped in the Bible, in the word and the 
love of the gospel, but I’m also going to be around people I 
know and trust.”

This 
Confirmation 
Affirms Life’s 

Big Questions  

Bishop Don E. 
Johnson and Emily 
Austin experienced 
the blessing of 
each other in the 
moment Austin 
was confirmed. 
It was Johnson’s 
last as bishop of 
the Episcopal 
Diocese of West 
Tennessee. When 
he mentioned 
it out loud, the 
congregation burst 
into applause.  

Photo by        
Cindy McMillion
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May at CHC... Tell Your Story | Take a Journey | Make a Difference

ADULT 
fORUm

SUNDAy, mAy 12 
at 9:15 a.m. 

Behold! A New Creation  
As we head into summer, Sandy Webb and David Dando, 
the church’s construction coordinator, will discuss what 
has happened and will be happening with our “Really Big 
Renovation.”

Topics include ...
• Capital campaign status report 
• Financial report on construction
• Update on progress in Blaisdell and    
  Greenwood
• Plans for nave renovations
• Completion timeline 
• Preview of things to come

c
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May at CHC... Tell Your Story | Take a Journey | Make a Difference

Recreation
Registration is beginning now for fall soccer 

and co-ed kickball! Practices start in mid-August. 
Games begin in early September.

Online registration is available at www.holycommunion.org. 
For more information, go to our website or email juliefike@
holycommunion.org.  Early June - season ends.

Exercise Schedule at Holy Communion

YOGA INT. YOGA TAI CHI ZUMBA
M, W

4:15 p.m.
T, Th

4:15 p.m.
M, W

11:30 a.m.
M 6:15 p.m.
W 6:15 p.m.
Sa 9:30 a.m.

Words3 meets at 6 p.m., May 16 at Emily 
Ruch’s home. This group of writers reads 
from their work on a monthly theme. The 

theme for May is “Anything Goes,” which means writer’s choice!

Words3

Youth 
Summer Fun!

Youth are going to 
AutoZone Park to see the 
Redbirds play the Oklahoma 
City Dodgers at 2 p.m. July 14.

July 31- Aug 2. Our youth 
are joining the rest of the youth 
in the diocese in a rafting trip 
to the Ocoee River. Details to 
come.  RSVP to cwebster@
holycommunion.org

Choral Evensong 
May 12 at 5:30 p.m.

Music of Heathcote Statham, Herbert Sumsion 
and C. Kenneth Turner

The 5:30 p.m. Contemplative Service is great for 
those days when you are returning from a weekend at the cabin 

or summer travel. Come as you are!

A Day to Honor
If you are looking for a 

tangible way to participate 
in Memorial Day, Hester is 
leading the prayer service at 
Memorial Park at 11 a.m. on 
Monday, May 27. Please come.

abundance community HOPE
                                                      music
JOY                         Taizé
Celtic  GRATITUDE   forgive
 LOVE                         TRUTH peace

mindfulness 
meets liturgy 

5:30 PM Sundays

heal 

Family Service 
Opportunities

As the school year draws to 
a close, the church has several 
outreach projects that are great 
to do with children. 

Our MIFA Meals on Wheels route needs drivers and helpers 
on the first and third Fridays of the month. If you can help, 
contact Linda Thompson. Church of the Holy Communion 
provides volunteers at St. Luke’s Food Pantry on the fourth 
Thursday morning of the month. Contact Evelyn McGahey.

Before Dawn Peppers
Wednesdays at 6 a.m., starting  

July 24!  Get ready for the Book It 5K 
with this men’s running/walking and 

devotional group. Contact Robert Propst, 
289-0601 or rkpropst@msn.com.  

The Book It 5K is September 21.
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The Eagle Court of Honor ceremony is bound to 
include a few cheers. The ceremony for Carter Ross 

Gammill may well have set a cheering record.
Carter, 18, and a lifetime member of Holy Communion, 

could barely 
contain his glee. 
His shouts were 
the hoot-hoots 
now heard in the 
woods wherever 
Boy Scouts camp 
in this region, 
a small but 
unmistakable 
mark of a teen 
who threw 
himself into 
becoming an 
Eagle Scout and 
never doubted he 
would prevail.

“The hoot-
hoot is a 
special call,” 
said Lawrence 
Magdovitz II, 
one of a half-dozen 
Boy Scout leaders 
who participated in 
Carter’s ceremony at Holy Communion this spring.   

“It’s become its own thing. Boys who have joined 
scouting after Carter know the hoot-hoot,” he said. 

Scouts of all ages use it to find each other in the 
woods, even though there is no owl imagery in Scouting, 
Magdovitz said, laughing. 

“We’ve all learned it and use it. It’s like Carter to us. It’s 
contagious.”

Carter received his Eagle Scout badge, patch, neckerchief 
and slide in poignant moments felt across the parish hall. 
Some wiped away tears, others, like Carter, could only 
beam.

When he turned to pin the Eagle Scout ribbons on his 
mother and father, the circle was complete. 

“Fewer than 4 percent of Scouts achieve the Eagle Scout 
honor,” Scout leader Christopher Houston told the crowd. 

No one achieves it without earning 21 merit badges in 
subjects from meteorology to local and world citizenship, 
communication, cycling, cooking, life-saving, even dog care. 
One must help others plan and complete their Eagle Scout 
projects. And of course, one must complete one’s own.

Carter built and installed five benches around the 

The Eagle Scout Who Knew He Could
climbing wall at St. Columba Episcopal Conference & 
Retreat Center. His work is a testament to what St. Columba 
means to him and the walls he climbed to be an Eagle Scout.

“For Carter, it’s important because Holy Communion 
spends a lot 
of time at St. 
Columba. They 
also have the 
camp there 
for kids with 
special needs, 
and even though 
Carter has never 
attended it, it’s 
important to 
him,” said Debra 
Gammill, his 
mother.

“He built 
those benches to 
last.”

Carter, who 
has autism, 
found much 
of his stride in 
Scouting, which 
he joined at age 6. 

“He has a such 
a great memory, he 

could memorize all the merit badges. In various memory 
competitions they have at Camp Currier (the Boy Scout 
camp near Hernando, Miss.), they depended on Carter to 
get all those for the troop,” she said.

“He was really good at knot-tying. He could bring them 
through those competitions as well. He has learned to do 
some cooking because of the Scouts, which is great. He also 
loved to go hiking. He was always right up front with the 
leaders,” she said. “I think he could out-hike all of them.”

Scouting was perfect for Carter because while the tasks 
and level of self-discipline it takes to be an Eagle Scout 
are immense, “it is not competitive. You are not working 
against each other. Everyone is on their own journey,” said 
Troop 278 Scoutmaster William France.

“Lester or Deb came with him every single time.”
That includes a week his father, Lester Gammill, spent at 

Boy Scout Camp Kia Kima in Hardy, Ark., which included 
six hours of emergency survival training made more intense 
by mosquitoes and ticks. 

“Getting him ready for everything was always 
something,” Lester said, noting that he is at least 10 years 
older than all the other dads.   

Carter Gammill, son of Lester and Debra Gammill, earned his Eagle Scout distinction 
in the church’s parish hall this spring. Several days later, Carter was honored 

by the Memphis City Council. 

Photo by Cindy McMillion
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Roof cont'd from page 1

right long-term solution,” Sandy said. “There have been no 
leaks since our temporary fix was implemented.”  

The cost of the permanent repair to the roof and 
underlying drainage system is not known yet. 

The church’s insurance carrier declined coverage for the 
water damage in the entryway and 
parish hall. The good news is that 
much of the damaged area was 
scheduled to be renovated in work 
that will start soon in Cheney Parish 
Hall, Sandy said.  

Within days, the buckled laminate 
floor in the parish hall was taken up. 
The underlying concrete was smoothed 
and swept, and the congregation has 
begun living with the change.

“Repairs will be scheduled at times 
that makes the most sense, given our 
larger renovations program,” he said. 
“The concrete floor may be with us 
for a while. The ceiling tiles will be 
replaced after the flat roof has been replaced.” 

“Hospitality is one of Holy Communion’s core mission 
priorities, and Cheney Parish Hall is one of the main tools 
we use to welcome people into God’s church. Even without 
a pretty floor, the parish hall has proven that it is a beautiful 
room that will continue to serve us well,” Sandy said. 

Sandy arrived in the early evening and watched with horror 
as the downpour cascaded through light canisters in the entry 
way and parish hall. 

“When you’re looking at that, seeing Jamie, Jim and Roosevelt 
come in was like seeing the cavalry ride in,” Sandy says with a 
chuckle. “I don’t know if I’ve ever been so relieved in my life.” 

Sandy had a meeting that night and had to leave. He sent 
the email and looked back over his shoulder and won’t soon 
forget the image of the maintenance staff vacuuming up sheets 
of standing water. 

David Dando, hired by the Vestry to represent its interests 
in the construction in Blaisdell, Greenwood and Cheney, was 
out of town and texted his daughter, parishioner Lala Taylor, 
telling her to run over and see how bad the situation was.

“I ran and got two shop vacs. I got to church about 
7:15 p.m.,” Lala said. “Linkous 
Construction had sent a couple 
of guys over. I grew up in the 
construction business. I said, ‘Let’s 
knock some holes in the wall so all 
that water can drain out.' The biggest 
thing for me was to save the millwork. 
That’s the expensive part. I didn’t 
want all that wood to warp. Replacing 
sheetrock is easy. Replacing trim is 
where all the manhours are.”

Linkous workers Jeffery McCollins 
and Gustavo Gonzales stayed until the 
rain stopped and flooding subsided.

Gonzales, on a ladder tearing 
down soaked ceiling tile, was wearing 

a ballcap with “I Love Jesus” printed on the front. It’s one of 
the first things Debbie Campbell mentions.

“I thought, ‘Well, we do too,” she said. “I thanked him for 
helping us. It really touched my heart.”

When the rain stopped, the 10-15 people who rushed to 
help, finished picking up the soaked pieces of sheetrock and 
tile, marveling that the room could be so quiet.

“I’m not a member of this church, but I came because that’s 
what you do,” said Jimmy Christopher. “I’ve been here a few 
times for services, and I wanted to help.”

Around 10:30 p.m., Mattern looked at his phone to see the 
line of severe weather was headed off to the east and packed up 
with the rest to leave.

“The storm had passed,” he said. “We had made a sufficient 
mess and protected what we could.”

Sexton Roosevelt Gray stayed overnight, just in case.

instrument, and the overwhelmingly passionate response of the 
large audience that filled the cathedral that afternoon!

There is an open letter on Facebook from Olivier Latry, one 
of the titular organists of the grande orgue of Notre Dame, 
expressing his sense of loss at the damage the fire caused to 
the cathedral, yet celebrating the good news that the organ, 
although extremely dusty, was undamaged by fire and water, and 
will be played again when the building is restored.

Several weeks before Easter I selected my organ voluntary for 
our Easter Day services at Church of the Holy Communion, 
and happened to choose the piece I had played at the end of 
my Notre Dame recital, "Resurrection" from the Symphonie-

Passion of French composer Marcel Dupré. 
Of course, at that point in time, I had no way of knowing what 

the future held for Notre Dame Cathedral. After the fire, I felt a 
great sense of poignancy while practicing the piece, with images of 
the interior of the cathedral both before and after the fire flitting 
across my mind, and the sound of the great organ in my ears.  

Thankfully, the government and people of France are 
determined to restore their great historical and religious 
treasure, and billions of dollars have been pledged to finance it.  

All of us can rejoice in the knowledge that Notre Dame will 
have its own resurrection and emerge as glorious as it has been 
for over 800 years!

Organ cont'd from page 1

Gustavo Gonzales and his baseball cap are part of the 
memories of that night.
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Lay Staff
Teresa Boone                  Director of Administration
Laura Clausen                        Financial Assistant
Elizabeth Coldiron                                            Minister of Hospitality
Mary Beth Darrow                                     Director of Operations
Martha Earnest                                                         Facilities Staff
Julie Fike                                  Director of Recreation & Wellness
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Church of the Holy Communion, an Episcopal Church 
in the center of Memphis, seeks to be a sacred presence, 

grounded in the servant ministry of Jesus, offering 
spiritual growth opportunities for all.

WORSHIP TIMES
Sundays: 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 5:30 p.m.

Wednesdays: 12:15 p.m.

Memorials & Honoraria
Received March 16, 2019 – April 15, 2019

In memory of Marily Hughes
Rose M. Johnston

Sheila Bailey
Don Austin & Jenny Grehan
Mickey & Charlie Schaffler

Pat & Earnest Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. David C. Brandon, Jr.

Carol & Paul Calame
Mason & Ann Hawkins

Mr. & Mrs. B. Lee Mallory, III
Anna Anderson

Doris Evans Williams
Carmine & Bill Vaughan

In honor of Kathy & Ben Adams
Emily & Harvey Kay

In memory of Jane Allison Keltner
All Saints' Guild

In memory of Molitor Ford
Carmine & Bill Vaughan

In memory of Harold Crawford
Bob & Libby Noell

In memory of Helen Carey
Esther Brady

In memory of Edwinna Reed
Esther Brady

In memory of Alicia Puckett
Judy & Morgan Brookfield

To Friends of Music
Margaret & Charles Hubbert

In memory of Mary Hyde McMullen
Mr. & Mrs. Bevan Canale

Sam & Peg Barry


