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Growing Glory
Holy Communion couple celebrates their faith through horticulture

When Laurie and Tom Reiman moved to their Bartlett 
home in 1981, their backyard consisted of a grass lawn 
and a wire fence. Over the years, 

though, these certified Master Gardeners have 
transformed their outdoor living space into a 
celebration of the things they love: family, their 
faith community, and creativity. 

Minister of Communication Emily Austin 
spent time in conversation with Reimans to learn 
more about their own Garden of Eden and 
the lessons they’ve gleaned from nature during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

EPA: The first thing I notice when I stepped into your back 
yard is that the art installations are almost as impressive as the 
plants! Tell me a bit about their inspiration and construction. 

Laurie: So, the stained glass is from the original St. Elisabeth’s 
on Yale Road, where we were members before joining Holy 

Communion. When the church was sold, some parishioners 
kept some of the pieces. One of our friends knew we were 

thinking about doing a project with the 
window in the gate, and she gave us the glass 
and Tom cut it to fit. 

EPA: And of course, there’s also the tile 
fence. How did it occur to you to repurpose the 
old slate from Holy Communion’s roof into a 
garden fence?

Laurie: Well, Tom brought it up one day: 
You know, they’re replacing the seventy-year-old slate roof at the 
church. I want to make a fence out of it.

I looked at him and said, “You want to do what?” 
Tom: I have always admired slate and the look of it, so when 

I talked to Sandy about what they were going to do with it, he 
said that due to its age it couldn’t be reused as a roof. No one else 
wanted it, so when they started to take it down, I started dumpster 

(Garden continued on page 7)

For Master Gardeners Laurie & Tom Reiman, caring for their yard is a prayerful activity. They’ve incorporated pieces from 
St. Elisabeth’s and Holy Communion into their home garden. 
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Nominations are Now Being Accepted for 
Church of the Holy Communion's Vestry

Running a large parish 
is no easy task. 

On the one 
hand, Church of the Holy 
Communion is the religious 
home base for more than 
1,200 people. It provides 
worship and fellowship 
opportunities for disciples 
of all ages, weddings and 
funerals, community service 
and Christian formation. 
And, lately, it has been 
doing all of these things 
online and in other new, 
socially-distanced ways!

On the other hand, 
Church of the Holy 
Communion is a 
moderately sized non-profit 
organization with almost $2 
million in annual revenue; 
31 employees; 50,000 
square feet of facilities; 
and a multi-dimensional 
partnership with St. Mary’s 
Episcopal School, one of the 
largest and most prominent 
independent schools for 
girls in our region.

Jesus said that one hand should not know what the other 
hand is doing, but Holy Communion’s vestry makes sure to 
keep track of both. Members of the vestry are spiritual leaders 
and temporal leaders all rolled into one. They make sure that 
Holy Communion stays focused on its core mission while also 
ensuring that its business practices are sound and sustainable. 

“Serving on the vestry is not an easy job, but it is a hugely 
rewarding one,” said Fr. Sandy Webb, reflecting on the eleven 
different vestries with whom he has served as a priest. “Any one 
parishioner can have a huge impact on the future direction of 
her parish by serving on the vestry.”

Vestry members with experience in philanthropy set the stage 
for success in our recent capital campaign. Vestry members with 
experience in business developed the strategy that let us expand 
and enhance our staff in recent years. Vestry members with 
experience in listening and reflection discerned our statement of 
mission priorities and the strategic plan that followed.

“The vestry is also my closest group of advisors,” Fr. Sandy 
added. “They are the people to whom I turn when I need 
advice, or when I need to get a sense of what the congregation is 
thinking and feeling.”  

 Vestry member Liz Crowder is serving as chair of the 2021 
vestry nominating committee. “In the coming year, Church of 
the Holy Communion will be thinking a lot about reentry, health 

and safety, and technology. 
If you are someone who has 
a special skill set that lends 
itself to these issues, we need 
you to consider serving on 
the vestry.”

The work of the vestry 
nominating committee 
is to assemble a list of 
parishioners that would 
serve our church well on 
the vestry, either now or in 
the future. All parishioners 
are able to recommend 

themselves or others 
for this important 
work. Vestry nominees 
must be members 
on the rolls, givers of 
record, confirmed, and 
eighteen years of age or 
older.

Vestry members 
serve for three-year 
terms and five seats 

come open every year. The vestry will draw from the names 
assembled by the nominating committee to create a slate of five 
people who will bring the particular suite of gifts and skills that 
Holy Communion needs at this creative and challenging time. 

The slate that is curated by the vestry will be presented for 
election at the Annual Parish Meeting in January. In accordance 
with Holy Communion's by-laws, additional nominations from 
the floor can be made at the Annual Parish Meeting.

 
Important ConsIderatIons

•  Parishioners are encouraged to nominate themselves as well 
as others to serve on the vestry. 

•  The nominating committee seeks a diversity of 
perspectives among its vestry members. We are looking for 
a cross-section of people of diverse age groups, genders, and 
Sunday service attendance. We also encourage the nomination 
of parishioners who have recently joined Holy Communion 
from other faith communities.

•  Time Commitment: The vestry meets once a month, and 
meetings last from 1-2 hours. Vestry members are expected to 
prepare thoroughly for vestry meetings and participate actively. 
Vestry members are also expected to serve on the committees and 
task forces that advance the vestry’s work in between meetings. 

•  Vestry Retreat: The vestry historically gathers for a retreat 
at the beginning of each year. Attendance is required. While the 
pandemic may require a change of plans, the dates for next year’s 
vestry retreat are currently set for February 5-6, 2021. 

 

2021 
Vestry 

Nominating 
Committee

Liz Crowder, Chair
Mike Driscoll

Dale Jones
 Tracy Killen
Anna Rojas

Marlene Shaw
Richard Williamson

To make a nomination, 
please contact any current 
member of the Church 
of the Holy Communion 
vestry at your earliest 
convenience. 

Photo by Cindy McMillion
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Holy Communion Gathers for Bring-Your-Own-Everything Picnic 

It was a one-of-a-kind gathering for a one-of-a-kind year! 
What a treat it was for Holy Communion to gather safely 
on October 25 for a Stewardship Picnic. It's not too late 
to submit your pledge for 2021. To make a pledge, please 
call the church office at 901-767-6987 or go online to      
http://www.holycommunion.org/pledge-form 

Photo by Cindy McMillionPhoto by Cindy McMillionPhoto by Cindy McMillion

Photo by Cindy McMillion

Photo by Cindy McMillion

Photo by Cindy McMillion

Photo by Cindy McMillion

Photo by Carol Paterson



4 |  holycommunion.org

Get Active in November at Holy Communion!

REEL THEOLOGY

Thursday, Dec. 3

If you enjoy movies and theology, you are invited to join us 
for Reel Theology! We’ll view films over the course of the Fall 
(watch at your own convenience) and then join together for a 
Zoom discussion.

On December 3, join us as we discuss True Grit (2010), 
directed by The Coen Brothers. 
To sign up, go to http://form.jotform.com/holycmemphis/reel-
theology 

saCred Ground: A Film-Based Dialogue 
Series on Race & Faith

Through Nov. 18  |  Video Released: Monday mornings  
Live Zoom Discussions: Wednesdays @ 7 p.m.
Sacred Ground is a film- and readings-based dialogue series 

on race, grounded in faith.  Small groups are invited to walk 
through chapters of America’s history of race and racism, while 
weaving in threads of family story, economic class, and political 
and regional identity.

Sacred Ground is part of Becoming Beloved Community, The 
Episcopal Church’s long-term commitment to racial healing, 
reconciliation, and justice in our personal lives, our ministries, 
and our society. 

To sign up, go to https://www.jotform.com/holycmemphis/
sacredground 

Contemporary Theology In Action / Sundays 
at 9 a.m. via Zoom

Contemporary Theology in Action meets via Zoom Sunday 
mornings at 9:00 a.m. Join us to hear from contemporary, 
progressive theologians and to discuss current events in relation 
to theological ideas. Contact Mike Watson by email for Zoom 
login credentials: mike082162@gmail.com. All are welcome!

Virtual Knitting Guild Craft-Along 
2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 6:30-8 p.m.  
CONTACT: Brooke Caldwell

Crafters, knitters, and artists of all kinds are invited to 
join the knitting guild for our bimonthly Zoom meetings! 
For Zoom login credentials, please contact Brooke Caldwell: 
cbcald@gmail.com  

 We Gather Together… Just Differently This Year!  
Interfaith Thanksgiving Food & Funds Drive 

benefitting the Mid-South Food Bank 
Saturday, November 21 from 1:00 – 5:00 p.m. 

Holy Communion will be one of the 3 drop off sites around the city.  
Give Thanks for God’s Abundance as We Share 

the Feast with our Neighbors 

One Memphis Community of Faith: 
Thanksgiving 2020 in The Time of COVID

Photo by Cindy McMillion

 https://tinyurl.com/2020interfaith  

Sign up NOW for 
the best pandemic 

Christmas pageant ever!
Signup deadline: Nov. 19

CONTACT: Hester Mathes
Calling all angels, shepherds, wise men, animals, trees, 

musicians, prophets, and stars! Holy Communion is creating the 
"Best Christmas Pandemic Pageant Ever!" We need your help. 
Sign up below for your family to take a part in telling the story 
of Christmas. This is open to all ages and even pets. 

For complete information and to sign up: https://tinyurl.
com/2020CHCpageant
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YOUTH

Outdoor Gatherings for Youth 
Sundays, Memorial Garden, 4:15-5:15 p.m., before 5:30 
Compline.  

HIGH SCHOOL HANGOUT 
Panera Laurelwood, 3:30-4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 8

EYC OUTSIDE
First Saturdays, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m., Shelby Farms
Dec. 5  Meet at the Visitor's Center

Get Active in November at Holy Communion!

WORDS3
Thursday, Nov. 19, 6-7:30 p.m.  CONTACT: Joan Biddle 

 Words3, Holy Communion’s small group for writers and 
readers, will meet on Zoom on Thursday, Nov. 19. Readers may 
read from their work on the theme for 6 minutes each, or you 
may simply listen in and join the discussion. Please contact Joan 
Biddle for more information: joansbiddle@gmail.com  

OUTREACH
Calling All Cooks!  

Church of the Holy Communion is working 
with several area churches to provide a hot meal for 
the homeless coming daily to Constance Abbey. At a 
time when we can’t get out to do so many things, this 
opportunity enables us to be safe and to do something to 
make a difference.  
 Six parishioners are needed to gather (with masks) 
at Holy Communion once a week to assemble meal 
kits. Eight parishioners are needed to take home a 
meal kit, prepare the recipe sometime over the next 
several days, and then return the ready-to-reheat 
casserole to CHC for delivery to CA. 

To sign up, please log on to https://tinyurl.com/
CHCconstance 

Food Pantry All-Call: 
Mug Cakes & Individually- 
Packaged Treats 
The University Area Food Pantry located on Highland 
Avenue continues to fill basic food needs of the hungry 
that come through their doors each week. For the 
month of November, they have requested donations of 
mug cakes or other individual treat items. Please drop 
off your donation in the box under the porte cochere 
outside of the Vaughan Welcome Center.    

  

Deliver Hot Meals 
Many homebound seniors depend upon MIFA each 
day for a hot meal. Often the two MOW volunteers are 
the only people the seniors will see each day. MIFA has 
protocols in place to ensure an efficient, safe, and secure 
delivery experience for both clients and volunteers, with 
routes available all over the city. Contact Kristi Estes 
at MIFA at 901-529-4521, kestes@mifa.org, for more 
information or to schedule a trial route. 

Photo by Cindy McMillion
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An Extraordinary Race for an 
Unparalleled Year  Annual Book It Race 
raises $31,715 for literacy in the Mid-South 
By Julie Fike, Minister of Recreation and Wellness

Thank you to everyone on our Book It 5K-10K Race 
Committee for your work and commitment to the Book 
It Race this year!  Our race committee members are Bill 
Bateman, Sarah Cowens, Tricia Dewey, Marie Dowling, Nat 
Johnson, Angie Johnson, Stephen Maury, Robert Propst    
and Darren Thomas.   

 Each year, we have had obstacles to overcome as 
we proceeded with planning and executing the race.  
This year was no exception as we faced a new kind of 
challenge: a global pandemic. 

 Our committee wanted to continue to support Books 
from Birth and The Emmanuel Center, especially through the 
uncertain times of the pandemic.  We did not know what to 
expect, took it slow and ended up with a tremendous amount 
of support from so many. 

 This year’s race had 35 corporate and individual 
sponsors, 65 additional donations, twelve door prize 
donations and 260 participants that signed up to walk/
run either the 1 Mile, 5K or 10K.  Mid-South Milling was 
our first-ever Presenting Sponsor and had a team of over 20 
participants.  Paragon Bank, a Lead Sponsor, had a team of 
over 50 participants.    

 We are happy to announce that this year’s net proceeds 
from the race are $31,715! These funds have been distributed 
evenly to Books from Birth and The Emmanuel Center. 

 THANK YOU to our race committee, to our sponsors, 
to the community and to the Holy Communion parish and 
staff for your unwavering support for the Book It Race. This 
event would not be possible without all of you. 

BOOK IT 5K-10K AWARDS 
Course Furthest From Memphis  Renee Cone (California) 

Most Creative Course  Michael Leonard 
1 Mile Male Overall  Marcus Moss 

1 Mile Female Overall  Charlene Reyes 
5K Male Overall  Max Holman 

5K Female Overall  Megan Johnson 
10K Male Overall  Will Weaver 
10K Female Overall  Julie Fike 
Team with Most Participants  

     1st Place   Paragon Bank (Lead Sponsor)  
     2nd Place  Mid-South Milling (Presenting Sponsor) 

From the top, left to right:  Charles and Faye Moore from Searcy, AR 
(Catherine Walker's parents) and their dog Ginja K participated in the Book 
It 1 mile walk. Photo submitted by the Moores; Elvira and Erica Ormseth 
pick up their race shirts after running the Book It 5K. Photo submitted by 
Julie Fike; The Patersons and Williamsons make it a family affair! Photo 
submitted by the Patersons; Nat and Stacey Johnson warm up on the track for 
their run. Photo submitted by Julie Fike; Deacon Randy McCloy gets an early 
start on his Book It 5K Virtual route and Clete Fike runs on the Greenline. 
Photos by Cindy McMillion.
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diving. David Dando gave me a lot of good ideas to construct it. 
I figured that since I was getting the slate for free, this would be 
a very economical project. Well, it of course turned out to be the 
most expensive installation in the garden.

Laurie: There was a lot of expense in engineering something 
that would support the slate. 
It’s probably over-engineered, 
but it will probably never need 
to be replaced.

EPA: Have you both always 
had green thumbs? 

Laurie: Yes, we’re Master 
Gardeners, which means that –

Tom: - it means that we’ve 
killed more plants than you 
have! 

Laurie: The Master 
Gardener program is part of 
the University of Tennessee’s 
Extension program, and 
it serves to educate the 
public about agriculture and 
gardening. 

Tom: Extension started out 
in Washington State and has 
since gone national. Master 
Gardeners help extend their 
reach into the community. 
Becoming a Master Gardener 
requires completion of a class, 
community service, continuing 
education, and paying dues. 
There’s an annual garden tour, a 
speaker’s bureau, and we assist 
with 4-H. We’re constantly 
learning. The idea around 
Extension is that it’s always 
science-based. 

EPA: What was the 
inspiration behind the altar arrangements that you have been 
doing for Church of the Holy Communion? 

Tom: That came from St. Elisabeth’s. They used to have a 
florist who provided the altar flowers, and during one financially 
tight year, they invited volunteers to provide arrangements. The 
only rule was that the flowers couldn’t be higher than the cross 
arms of the cross. 

Holy Communion presents new challenges. It’s hard for 
flowers to stand out against the blue background [of the dossal 
curtain], and since the cross is much smaller, someone had to 
make a box for the cross to stand on - 

Laurie: (chuckling) -that was Tom. Tom made the box. 
EPA: How much time do y’all spend maintaining your 

garden? 

Garden cont'd from page 1

Tom: Well, it depends. We’ve been in this home for 39 
years, and we’ve made it so our yard doesn’t require a ton a 
maintenance. 

Laurie: When we first moved in, it was grass and a wire 
fence, and for 15 years we had a massive playset. In 2003, the 

playset came down and the 
adults reclaimed the yard! It’s 
definitely been transformed 
over the years.

Tom: We replaced the 
swing set with a swinging 
bench and a hammock. We’re 
looking forward to our old age 
by planting lower-maintenance 
plants. 

Laurie: Every year, we put 
in more perennials. 

Tom: Everyone wants a 
beautiful garden, and they want 
it to be no-maintenance. The 
Brady Bunch did that with 
their plastic lawn – and there’s 
nothing wrong with that!

EPA: How has y’all’s day-
to-day been affected since the 
pandemic? 

Tom: Since we’re retired, it 
hasn’t been too bad. 

Laurie: Definitely no 
travel, and every group that 
we’re a part of has been 
meeting virtually. I just miss 
people! 

EPA: Since the pandemic, 
I feel like I have been noticing 
nature and my surroundings 
more. Have you experienced 
that too? Has there been any 
new insight in your lives? 

Laurie: I’m an avid gym-
goer, and since the pandemic has limited my ability to go to the 
gym, I have been doing a lot more walking in my neighborhood. 
I have become much more observant of what’s growing in the 
yards of my neighbors. I think as hesitant as people were to be 
close to other people, people are much more friendly because 
they are craving that connection with other humanity. 

Tom: People tend to be kinder and more courteous, too. 
Laurie: I miss hugging people, too, and having regular 

dinners. 
Tom: I heard a story on NPR about one of the side effects 

of quarantine. Because there are fewer cars on the road, you can 
actually hear the birds now. 

"I have always 
admired the look of 
slate, so when I talked 
to Sandy about what 
[Holy Communion] 
was going to do with 
[its former slate roof]...
I started dumpster 
diving." 

- Tom Reiman
Photos by Cindy McMillion
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Church of the Holy Communion, an Episcopal Church 
in the center of Memphis, seeks to be a sacred presence, 

grounded in the servant ministry of Jesus, offering 
spiritual growth opportunities for all.

WORSHIP TIMES
Sundays (Online): 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Sundays (In-Person): 9:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Wednesdays (Online): 12:15 p.m.
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Received September 16, 2020 – October 15, 2020

In memory of Dianna Fisackerly
Ann L. Barnes

Dr. & Mrs. James Chumney

In honor of David Ouzts & Lee Middleton's
Marriage Blessing

to Friends of Music Fund

Sondra & Roger Tucker
Dana & Stephen Maury

Emily Woodside & Bill Falvey
Liz Crowder

Benjamin Outen

In memory of Sarah Bean
Annie Mahaffey


