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Artist and parishioner Bill Branch painted this watercolor image of 
Holy Communion to be the icon of this year’s stewardship campaign. 

Passion, Priorities Fuel Annual Stewardship Giving

Nick Goetze is a man 
with a mission – a 
mission centered on 

ensuring sufficient funds to 
build programs and personnel 
to match the beautiful new 
facilities at Church of the Holy 
Communion. “We’ve built 
incredible new facilities – and 
now we have to commit and 
be ready to maximize our 
programs,” says Nick. “Great 
programs are created by the very 
best staff and the very best tools.” 

The mission is what has 
fueled his volunteer leadership 
as the parish’s Stewardship 
Chair for three of the last five 
years. The Stewardship Chair 
is responsible for spearheading 
the fundraising for the church’s 
annual operating budget – a 
process that is separate from the 
capital fundraising that is the 
source of Holy Communion’s 
current construction projects. 
“Now that we’ve dedicated 
Round One of this amazing 
building project, I want to 
continue that wonderful energy 
and growth,” stated Nick. His desire, 
coupled with his belief in the parish 
community, means he can even see $2 
million as a future annual goal. Last year, 
Holy Communion parishioners pledged $1.6 
million to support the work of the church. 

“I have immense faith in our 
parish, in the good we do,” Nick says 
enthusiastically. “We come together to 

support each other and the 
community.” 

Others in the parish agree. 
“I love giving back to a place 
that has been home to me for 
so many years and is now home 
to my husband and kids,” says 
Anne-Morgan Morgan. “It is 
filled with such loving, kind, 
and welcoming people that 
God’s love just shines through!”

Billy Weiss supports Holy 
Communion because he and 
his wife, Jean, are excited about 
the future of the parish; he 
adds that he is impressed with 
the excellent management of 
resources he sees from clergy 
and staff. “There are so many 
needs out there.  Out of all 
the charitable giving options, 
I think giving to your church 
is the best way to have a wide 
impact,” notes Billy. 

Linda Norris, who enjoys the 
learning embedded in scripture 
and sermons, gives back to Holy 
Communion financially and 
through volunteer hours. She 
serves on the Altar Guild and 

was recently named an Altar Guild captain. 
“Reynolds Cheney welcomed me and 
showed me kindness. Holy Communion 
has given me a lot,” says Linda when asked 
why she gives. 

As stewardship plans begin in earnest 
this fall, Nick would like all members 
of Holy Communion to consider three 
things. For those who have never pledged, 
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(Stewardship continued on page 7)

“Out of all the charitable 
giving options, I think 
giving to your church 
is the best way to have 

a wide impact,” 
– Billy Weiss, 

Holy Communion parishioner
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Holy Communion offers a veritable smorgasbord 
of adult formation options this fall. As with every 
plenteous buffet, it’s wise to plan ahead. 

New this year is a series of smaller, in-depth classes taught 
by the clergy during the 9:15 a.m. forum 
hour. “We selected the topics based on 
interests expressed by members of the 
parish,” said Sandy. Designed to allow 
for deeper discussion within a small 
group setting, those interested are asked 
to register in advance and make an 
intentional commitment to attend most 
sessions of the class. 

The series began with the Reverend 
Hester Mathes leading a three-session 
block in September entitled, “Raising 
our Children in a Life of Faith: Parenting 
for All Ages and Stages.” The Reverend 
Jonathan Chesney offers a two-class 
block on October 20 and 27 on elder 
caregiving. The series continues with 
four classes in November and December, 
led by the Reverend Sandy Webb, that 
explore scriptural and theological writings 
that can inform our conversations about 
human sexuality. Parishioners may 
register for classes by contacting Elizabeth 
Coldiron in the parish office.

Congregants who desire a “drop 
in” approach can choose from diverse 
offerings in the same timeslot. Poet, 
parishioner, and MUS English 
instructor Jonas Holdeman teaches 
“The Poetics of the Old Testament: 
How Language Makes Meaning” on 

three different Sundays. “Even the most 
discerning readers of scripture tend to 
respond to holy writ as they do much 
expository nonfiction prose writing: as 
a source of information rather than as 
a source of delight and pleasure,” noted 
Jonas. “And yet the Bible is possessed 
of some of the most beautiful and 
evocative poetry ever written.”

On October 20, Holy Communion 
member Eileen Olewinski explores 
centering prayer, an intentional format 
that mirrors God’s original language of 
silence. On October 27, she teaches Lectio 
Divina, a scripture-based meditation 
process that eschews the acquiring of 
biblical knowledge in favor of opening 
one’s receptivity to God’s word. Eileen sees 
Centering Prayer as the pathway for “resting 
in the presence of the Divine” – especially 
important in today’s busy world. The class 
on Lectio Divina takes participants through 
four movements of reading, reflecting, 
responding and resting with scripture. 
“What drives my interest in this practice,” 
said Eileen, “is that I always gain another 
layer or insight.”  

Other highlights this fall include 
a lecture on All Saints’ Sunday  
(November 3) by David Waters, the 
Distinguished Journalist in Residence 
at the University of Memphis and 
writer for The Daily Memphian, on 
people of faith in Memphis; a report 
on the 2019 Youth Pilgrimage to 

Photos by Cindy McMillion; Unsplash; submitted photos
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A 
Reflection 
on World 

Relief
By Lilly Russell

This summer I formed a friendship 
with a Sudanese family who has lived a majority 
of their lives in an overcrowded refugee camp in 

Eastern Kenya. After waiting over twenty years to gain 
admittance to the United States, the mother, her 21-year-
old daughter, her 18-year-old son, and her 15-year-old 
daughter relocated to Memphis this summer 
through World Relief, a non-profit that empowers 
local churches throughout the United States to 
serve refugees through the resettlement process. 
World Relief and its partner churches assume 
responsibility for the practical aspects of refugees’ 
relocation to America, including enrolling children 
in schools, finding safe, affordable homes, securing 
employment, and providing English classes. The 
refugees come to Memphis from many countries, 
including the Congo, Iraq, and Sudan. 

The Sudanese family courageously relocated 
to the United States, eagerly awaiting their new 
life and grateful for their new country and home.  
Most days this summer, I picked up the Sudanese 
family and other refugees at their homes, drove 
them to English class, and took them home again after 
class. I also had the opportunity to tutor two children 
in their English. I watched and listened as my new 
friends quickly adapted to the culture of their new 
city and country. The refugees taught me so much 
about gratitude.

A couple of conversations from my time at World 
Relief created an indelible impression on me.  On one 
occasion, I was driving an Iraqi refugee home after his 
English class.  World Relief found an apartment for 
him in the Raleigh area of Memphis.  When we drove 
into the apartment complex, he said to me, “Lillian, 
this is my home, my beautiful new home.”  I was 
overcome with emotion as I realized the depths of his 
gratitude for his new life here.  On another occasion, 
the Sudanese mother, dressed in her beautiful African 

garb, would greet me each morning with 
a big smile and a “Good morning, Lillian!” 
in her beautiful African accent.  Their 
English is proficient, so we had wonderful 
conversations about life in the United States 
and their excitement for their future here.  
I asked the oldest Sudanese daughter if her 
friends in Kenya wanted to come to the 
United States.  She replied, “Oh yes! They 
all want to come to here.  When you think 
of the U.S.A., it’s like thinking of Heaven.”  
This Sudanese girl filled me with gratitude 

for our country and for the compassion we show to refugees.
While the role I played in these refugees’ resettlement 

in the United States was modest, it feels good to help 
create a community of love and support for families as 
they make Memphis their new home. We are barraged 

on a daily basis with 
loud opinions from 
many sources. While 
expressing opinions 
is important, it is 
far more important 
to actually take 
tangible action.
Taking action yields 
greater effect than 
simply saying words. 
In Hebrews 13:1-2, 
God commands us 
to “Let love of the 
brethren continue. 
Do not neglect to 

show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have 
entertained angels without knowing it.”  I read this 
verse as call to action, not simply to speak.  Repeatedly 
throughout the Bible, God exhorts us to welcome 
strangers and to greet them with love.  Volunteering 
with World Relief provided me and other volunteers 
with a tangible way to “entertain angels,” our newest 
residents of Memphis from faraway lands.

The people I met this summer left me with many 
lessons on love, courage, and optimism. They are hard-
working, kind, and loving. They are happy to be in this 
country, and America is better because they are here. 
I am more proud than ever to live in a country (and a 
city!) that welcomes refugees. I can think of no better 
way to live out our Christian mission than to show 
hospitality and love to these people. 

“Let love of the 
brethren continue. 
Do not neglect to show 

hospitality to strangers, 
for by this some have 
entertained angels 

without knowing it.”
–HEBREWS 13:1-2
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This FALL at CHC... Tell Your Story | Take a Journey | Make a Difference

ADULT foRUmS
SundAyS at 9:15 a.m. 

New Clergy Classes Address Questions 
In addition to the regular Adult Forum this fall, Holy Communion's clergy are offering 
special Sunday morning classes that address questions they have been asked by members of the 
congregation. Participants need to register in advance and are expected to attend most sessions.

To sign-up contact Elizabeth Coldiron 
ecoldiron@holycommunion.org or (901) 767-6987 x4023

sundays in october | 9:15 a.m.
October 20 & 27 

Elder Caregiving: Caring for 
Those Who Cared for Us
The Reverend Jonathan Chesney 

In this discussion and participation-
oriented class, we will consider the context 
of growing older in the United States and 
share experiences and resources for the 
care of parents and other elders in our own 
lives, as well as the prospect or reality of 
being cared for ourselves.

October 6 &13

The Poetics of the Old Testament: How 
Language Makes Meaning 

Join working poet, parishioner, and MUS English instructor Jonas 
Holdeman for a three-week voyage into one of the most beautifully 
written books in the world: the Bible.

October 20 & 27

Centering Prayer and Lectio Divina 
Parishioner Eileen Olewinski explores two forms of contemplative prayer. 

Centering Prayer is a very siple and intentional form of prayer that imitates 
God's first languarge, whih is silence. Lectio Divina flows out of a Hebrew 
method of studying the Scriptures by means of the free use of the text to 
explore its inner meaning; it was part of the devotional practice of Jews in rhe 
days of Jesus.

Contemporary 
Theology in 
Action 

This class continues 
the long tradition at Holy 
Communion of lay-lead 
discussion of contemporary 
theologies and theological 
views on current events 
formerly known as 
Contemporary Theological 
Issues. All are invited to 
listen in and to share their 
experience, insights and 
opinions in Room 204 during 
adult formation time.

 Visit www.contemporary
theologicalissues.home.blog 
for current topics and access to 
materials covered each Sunday.

ALL SAINTS’

SHRIMP
DINNER

Benefits 
EYC Pilgrimage

NOV. 3 
6:30 P.M.
Vaughan Welcome Center

$30
• ADULTS ONLY EVENT •

*
Purchase tickets at church

*Non-seafood gumbo will also be available.

Join us for this popular annual 
fundraising event to support our 

youth pilgrimage.  All you can eat!
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This FALL at CHC... Tell Your Story | Take a Journey | Make a Difference

Recreation
Registration is open for the 2019/2020 basketball season!  Age 
divisions: boys and girls kindergarten through 12th grade. Teams 
may fill up before the registration deadline so please register early. 

Exercise Schedule at Holy Communion

YOGA INT. YOGA TAI CHI ZUMBA
M, W

4:15 p.m.
T, Th

4:15 p.m.
M, W

11:30 a.m.
M 6:15 p.m.
W 6:15 p.m.
Sa 9:30 a.m.

Words3 is a group of people who like to 
write and read from their work. Group 
will meet at 6 p.m., Thursday, October 

17 at the church. Topic: Ghosts. Listeners welcome!

EYC October Fun!
Episcopal Youth Community (EYC) Calendar 
Sundays 6:30-8:00 in the Youth Suite 

October 6: Parish Picnic
October 13: No EYC (Fall Break)
October 20: Corn Maze
October 26: Sr. High Lock-in 
October 27: Jr. High EYC only 
November 3: Fundraiser Preparations

Words3

Here@HolyC
Come and enjoy our brand of family-style 
dinner followed by Compline and small-
group discussions. All choirs practice, 
plus Zumba and activities for youth. 
Nursery available. 

5:15 St. Cecilia Choir (sr. kindergarten and 1st grade) Room 223
5:45 Dinner in Blaisdell Lower Lobby  

6:30 CHC Choristers (gr. 2-6) in Room 223; Parish Choir 
in the Parish Hall; Zumba in Willmott Gym (next to Moss 
Hall); NA in Room 204; Knitting Ministry, Women’s 
Study Group in Room 244; Youth-led Compline service in 
the Children’s Chapel, followed by youth group.

CPR/First Aid - taught by Holly Self
October 23 & 30: 6:45-7:45 p.m., Room 301
Cost is $68, a reduced fee by the Red Cross.
To register, email ecoldiron@holycommunion.org

Young Adult Fall Outings
If you are in your 20’s or 30’s, please join us. Contact person: 
Elizabeth Coldiron

20/30 Thursday, October 5  | 5:30 p.m. 
One & Only BBQ  | 567 Perkins Extd. 38117

PHOTOGRAPHY SHOW
Cindy McMillion, our Parish 

Photographer,  will have a show at 
the Jewish Community Center in the 
month of November. Her exhibit, 
Within Thy Gates, O Jerusalem, taken 
over a period of six weeks in the 
Old City, depicts daily life where adherents of three world 
religions exist in a sometimes uneasy peace. Cindy believes 
that recognizing and respecting the divine image inside every 
human being is the basis for living in community. 

Her previous work includes the interview and 
photography project, Connecting Memphis, and One of Us, 
a book containing the stories of women in the process of 
leaving street life. Additionally, she also photographs weekly 
for the community breakfast and worship at St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Cathedral, providing free portraits for housing-
insecure people who attend the services.

 OPENING RECEPTION 

Within Thy Gates, O Jerusalem 
Sunday, November 3, 1:30–3:30 p.m. 

Jewish Community Center 
6560 Poplar Avenue, Memphis, TN 38138 

Shainberg Art Gallery • Free Admission
 The show runs through November 29. 

Gallery hours: Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.  
Sunday 8 a.m.- 5:30 p.m. 

Gallery closed Friday and Saturday for Sabbath observance.

The 5:30 p.m. Contemplative Service is great 
for those days when you are returning from a weekend at the 
cabin – and there is plenty of seating! Come as you are!
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Joyful. Funny. Poignant. These words describe 
various moments in a special service of blessing held 
September 8, 2019 when Church of the Holy    

     Communion rededicated  the Blaisdell, Greenwood, 
and Cheney Buildings following months of extensive 
renovation. The Right Reverend Phoebe Roaf, the 
Diocese of West Tennessee’s newly consecrated bishop, 
celebrated the Eucharist at three Sunday morning 
services and led the processional blessing at 10:15 a.m. 

“It was such a joyous occasion,” said Bishop 
Phoebe. “I could tell how much work, care, and attention 
went into the project.” 

After more than a year of construction, the feeling among 
clergy, staff, and parishioners was one of grateful excitement as 
they celebrated a monumental milestone. For some, it was the first 
time to see the full facilities in their newly renovated state, and 
many commented on the expansive, light-filled spaces. Others 
noted the bishop’s warmth and friendliness throughout the day. 

Of the many invited guests in attendance, three had special 
legacy connections to Holy Communion, describing themselves 
as "The Three Es.” The Reverend Eric Greenwood, Jr., Eric 
Greenwood III, and Eric Greenwood IV, descendants of the first 
rector of Holy Communion, the Reverend Dr. Eric Sutcliffe 
Greenwood, were present and made a point of taking a photo in 
front of the Greenwood Educational Building plaque. 

“Our gratitude is immense,” said Sandy, “not only for those 
who, in the middle of last century, had the initial vision for what 
this parish could become, but also for all those who supported our 
current efforts to live into the possibilities of the 21st century.”

The service of rededication began downstairs in the Vaughan 
Welcome Center, which was given for the greater glory of God 
by parishioners Carmine and Bill Vaughan. The crowd then 
proceeded through the buildings, with the bishop and rector 
leading the way. Each new space received a sprinkling of holy 
water as part of the dedication. In one comical moment, Bishop 
Phoebe sprinkled the Minister of Music, Dr. David Ouzts, as 
she blessed the Music Ministry Suite. 

The dedication of the Children’s Ministry Suite, made 
possible through a gift from parishioners Katherine and John 
Dobbs, also included the consecration of visual elements that 
add beauty and historical presence to the space. A new wood 

altar and benches bearing the natural curvature of the trees 
from which they were made fill the room. Warm light shines 
through two stained glass windows, which date to the late 
1880s and graced previous Episcopal parishes in Tennessee, 
most recently Bishop Otey Chapel on Raines Road. Suzy 
Hendrix, the stained glass artist who restored the windows, was 
present for the rededication. 

Moving upstairs, the crowd watched as the administrative 
offices, including the Rector’s Study, given by Julie and George 
Ellis, received their blessing. In a final, touching moment, the 
Youth Ministry Suite was dedicated to the greater glory of God 
and in memory of Jackson James Roberts, a young man who 
grew up at Holy Communion and died in January 2018. Voices 
from the congregation reminded the Roberts family and those 
gathered that “Jackson was here.”

Bishop Phoebe beautifully summarized the morning: “Holy 
Communion’s ambitious project is a sign to our diocese and our 
world that our church is thriving – and that each of us can do 
something to contribute. It’s not so much the size of the project 
that matters. What matters is that we can prepare our spaces 
and our hearts for something new.” 

Clockwise from top: Bishop 
Phoebe blesses the music 
suite and the musician. 
“The Three Es” gather at the 
plaque honoring their father, 
grandfather, and great-
grandfather. Alice Bolton 
greets the Bishop Phoebe. Bill 
and Carmine Vaughan at the 
dedication of the Vaughan 
Welcome Center.

 Past, Future Come Together in Re-dedication 



The Communicator  |  7  |  October 2019

Formation cont'd from page 2

Ireland on November 
10; a reprise of Daniel 
Amsler’s inspiring class, 
“Friend of God” later 
in November; and an 
exploration of the book of 
Revelation in December.

Last but not least, a 
long-running class now 
titled “Contemporary 
Theology in Action” gives 
participants a loosely 
structured, discussion-based 
gathering that grapples 
with the theological 
questions of modern life. 
Longtime class facilitator 

is it time to make this regular 
commitment? For those who do 
pledge annually, is the church a 
priority in charitable giving? And, for 
those already giving sacrificially, is an 
additional stretch feasible? “Amanda 
and I have definitely stretched in our 
giving to Holy Communion, and 
that is ultimately a good feeling,” 
says Nick. 

Longtime member Bill Vaughan 
has seen the impact of giving over 
time. “I used to think of giving 
as more of a periodic duty,” says 
Bill. “But when I began to pledge 
regularly, it was a different feeling. 
I had more of a stake in things, and 
I began to see how the church was 
using the money, and what impact it 
could potentially have.” 

The size of the donation is less 
important than getting into the 
practice of giving, notes Bill. He 
and his wife, Carmine, typically 
review their annual expenses, 
comparing their other charitable 
giving, dues, and travel with the 
funds they contribute to Holy 
Communion. “We have decided 
that we don’t want anything else to 
take priority over our giving to the
church,” says Bill. 

The annual stewardship campaign 
kicks off in October and continues 
into November as the annual 
budget is finalized. Nick Goetze 
and Father Sandy are available to 
discuss stewardship with individual 
parishioners who are interested. 

Stewardship cont'd from page 1

Mike Watson identifies 
the class as “a place to 
bring uncomfortable 
questions and openly 
explore doubts.” Typically, 
discussion centers around 
responses to a video clip, 
and Mike stresses that “any 
level of involvement is 
welcome.” 

Whether savoring one 
specific topic, or sampling 
the many flavors each 
Sunday, parishioners 
will finish the fall having 
feasted on God’s word 
and God’s presence. Mike Watson

Daniel Amsler

This Month's 
Contributing 
Writer -
Sarah Cowan

Sarah Cowan is Holy Communion's 
seminarian who just embarked on her  
second year at Virginia Theological 
Seminary in Alexandria, Virginia.

Originally from San Diego, she 
holds an undergraduate degree from 
the University of California, Berkeley 
and has lived most of her adult life in 
Memphis. She served as Director of 
Communications for 19 years at St. 
George’s Independent School. She is 
grateful to her family for accompanying 
her in her journey to seminary. She 
has been married for 18 years to Curt 
Cowan and they have two children: 
Corinne and Billy. She likes to cook, 
read, and take walks. 

NEw PASTORAl CARE 
EmERgENCY liNE

(901) 844-3622

One member of Holy Communion’s 
clergy team is always on-call for pastoral 
emergencies affecting our members 
and affiliates. In September, the clergy 
retired the church’s unreliable flip phone 
and began using an answering service to 
receive these important calls. If you have 
a pastoral emergency when the parish 
office is closed, please call (901) 844-
3622, and let the receptionist know your 
name, your phone number, and a little 
bit of information about your situation. 
One of our clergy will call you back 
very soon.  

Photos by Cindy McMillion

Stewardship Chair Nick Goetze enjoys posing 
with his daughter, Madeline, following 
Sunday service where she served as acolyte.
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Church of the Holy Communion, an Episcopal Church 
in the center of Memphis, seeks to be a sacred presence, 

grounded in the servant ministry of Jesus, offering 
spiritual growth opportunities for all.

WORSHIP TIMES
Sundays: 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 5:30 p.m.

Wednesdays: 12:15 p.m.

Memorials & Honoraria
Received August 16, 2019 – September 15, 2019

in memory of marge E. Bateman
Amelia O’Dell

in memory of Bickie mcDonnell
Debby & Steve Schadt

Lattie Michael
First Tennessee Bank
Ed & Margaret Apple

Gary & Lana Prosterman
Marilyn & Bailey Wiener

Robin & Billy Orgel
Barbara McCaull

Kent & Susan Wunderlich
Mary & Clint Saxton

Varina & Jeffrey Buntin
Sally & Frank Navarra

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Marshall
David Lusk

Betty & John Malmo

in memory of Charlton lyons, Jr.
Dorothy Brownyard

To Team Read Outreach
Don & Carol Paterson

in honor of the marriage of 
Drs. Charlie & Jessica Duke

To Altar Guild
Harriett Rowland
Connie Pittman

in memory of william Coolidge
Alice Bolton


