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A Plan for the Fall, 
a Strategy for the Future

By The Reverend Sandy Webb

(Strategy continued on page 9)

If “pivot” has been the word of the spring and summer at 
Church of the Holy Communion, then “strategy” will be 
the word of the fall. The pandemic is no longer catching us 
by surprise. We have redesigned our ministries and revised 
our long-term strategy in a way that responds to our current 
circumstances and anticipates a yet more glorious vision of 
our future. 

Please register for one of three Virtual Cottage Meetings 

where we will discuss everything that is going on at Holy 
Communion and respond to your questions. 

Fall Semester Offerings

Holy Communion’s fall semester will be one of the most 
innovative in its history.

The Adult Forum will explore the foundational components 

Photo by Cindy McMillion
Church of the Holy Communion parishioners and clergy greet each other after a recent in-person worship service in the nave. 

Parishioners also continue to gather for worship online.

VIRTUAL COTTAGE MEETING SCHEDULE  
A Videoconference with the Rector

Wednesday, September 9 – 6:00 p.m. Thursday, September 10 – 6:00 p.m. Friday, September 11 – 12:00 p.m.

( Register by Phone: 901-767-6987 x4011  •   ✉ Register by E-mail: Worship@HolyCommunion.org
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DIGITAL 
Stewardship 

Rethinking Giving 
in the Age of COVID

What does the Bible tell us about 
creativity and innovation? 

We don’t have to look hard. Genesis 1:1 tells 
us, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 
Earth,” and later describes how God made humankind in his 
own likeness. Indeed, the creative spirit is intrinsic to God, 
and we are glorifying him when we explore new ways to 
further the Kingdom.

This year has provided ample opportunities for us to think 
creatively about how we “do church,” including promoting 
stewardship when there is no literal plate to pass. For many, 
transitioning to online giving was a safe, intentional choice. 

Online giving – which includes making a safe, secure gift 
or offering at HolyCommunion.org – has been available for 
years at Church of the Holy Communion, and 2020 was 
the year that it became a lifeline to our ministries. Thanks 
to the steadfast, sacrificial support of the CHC community, 
the parish is financially stable even in the midst of the global 
pandemic, and this is in large part due to the willingness of 
parishioners to “do a new a thing” (Isaiah 43:19) by making 
their offering online.

Since March, 
online giving to Holy 
Communion has 
quadrupled.  

Shifting to online 
giving has provided an 
opportunity for several 
CHC parishioners to 
reflect on the nature 
of philanthropy. Read 
on to learn about their 
experiences. 

BILL BATEMAN

“I love Holy 
Communion,” says 

Church of the Holy Communion member Bill Bateman. 
“Supporting the ministry here is a chance to give back and 

to support something. This is a caring community that can do 

Bill Bateman

(Stewardship continued on page 8)

Financial markets are back in 
record territory. Might you be 
able to realize a tax advantage by 
donating appreciated securities?

The CARES Act has changed 
the deductibility of charitable 
contributions for this year only. 
Might a special gift create a tax 
benefit for you? 

Many parishioners are finding 
that it's a great time to give 
to Holy Communion! Please 
contact your financial and tax 
advisors to see if the same might 
be true for you.

If you have questions or 
want to make a gift, please 

contact:
Teresa Boone, 

Director of Administration
tboone@holycommunion.org

(901) 767-6987 x 4029

IT'S A GREAT TIME 
TO GIVE TO 

HOLY COMMUNION!
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The Complexities 
of the Curtain

By The Reverend Sandy Webb

The Church Renovations Committee has learned a lot 
about our iconic dossal curtain in the last few weeks. 
Some might say that we have learned more than we ever 

knew there was to know!
Did you know that the 

dossal has a visible seam?    
The distance between the 
dossal curtain’s two central 
gold bands is wider than the 
widest bolts of standard-size 
fabric. How did the original 
designers find such a large 
piece of fine silk? They didn’t. 
A very carefully constructed 
seam runs straight up the 
middle of the curtain. None 
of us knew it was there. 

Did you know that the 
dossal has twelve vertical 
stripes? Though it is almost 
impossible to see over distance, 
each of the four gold bands 
that define the main sections of the dossal curtain is constructed 
from three separate pieces of fabric – a central piece of gold 
damask with a narrow piece of gold-and-blue trim on each side. 

Did you know that Jesus’ robe and halo have changed 
color over time? A newspaper clipping from 1958 contains the 
oldest color photograph of the dossal curtain that we have been 
able to find. In that image, Jesus’ garment and the rays in his 
halo are as red as the carpet in Quilling Memorial Chapel. 

These are just a few of the many things that the Church 
Renovations Committee learned as it began the urgent and 
necessary work of addressing the dossal curtain’s deteriorating 
condition. Working on any 250-square foot textile is 
challenging. Working on a 250-square foot textile with so much 
spiritual and emotional significance is daunting. 

Here’s what we know at this point: Dry rot has compromised 
the structural integrity of the blue silk. This is not uncommon 
among silk textiles, and it often sets in even earlier than it has 
here. Several attempts to repair this deterioration have not been 
successful and, in some cases, have caused new problems to 
emerge. We need to replace the dossal curtain. 

In recent years, Holy Communion has proven its ability to 
have hard conversations in an honest and respectful way that 
brings honor to the principles of our faith. Yet, it would be 
difficult for us to discuss all of our options openly while our 
ability to gather is limited by the pandemic. Given that reality, 
the vestry has given the Church Renovations Committee a 

two-fold mandate: First, preserve as much of the current dossal 
curtain as we can for historic purposes. And second, construct a 
new curtain that is similar in design – though likely displaying a 
different image – using materials that are less susceptible to dry 
rot. The new curtain will sustain our ministry for as long as we 
need, but it will not limit our ability to have more wide-ranging 
conversations in the future if we feel God calling us to do so.

Progress is already being made towards fulfilling the vestry’s 
directives: Holy Communion has engaged Grace Liturgical 
Vestments in Brooklyn – the same crafters who made our 
beautiful Advent and Lent vestment arrays in recent years – to 
create the new dossal curtain and the Church Renovations 
Committee has selected the fine fabrics that will be used to 
construct it. The Church Renovations Committee is now 
working to identify professionals with the right skills to help 
them select, design, and construct the new dossal curtain’s 
central image.

Replacing the dossal curtain was not in any of our plans for 
nave restoration. In fact, the dossal curtain was the centerpiece 
of the nave’s refreshed design. Yet, Holy Communion must 
meet the challenge of this moment. We will move through this 
process as intentionally and efficiently as we can, providing 
information and welcoming input, honoring our past and 
looking for God’s guidance as to our future.  

The dossal curtain adorning Church of the Holy Communion’s 
altar was a gift from Calvary Episcopal Church at the completion of 
nave construction in 1950. The silk has deteriorated in recent years. 

“The new curtain 
will sustain our 

ministry for as long 
as we need, but 
it will not limit 

our ability to have 
more wide-ranging 
conversations in the 
future if we feel God 
calling us to do so.”
The Reverend Sandy Webb, 

Rector Photo by Cindy McMillion



6  |  holycommunion.org4  |  holycommunion.org

Going the 
Distance with 

the Book It Race

Since 2010, Church of the Holy 
Communion’s annual Book It Race has 
kept Nat Johnson moving. You’d be 

mistaken if you thought a global pandemic 
would stop him in his tracks. 

As Church of the Holy Communion 
laces up for its first-ever virtual race, 
Minister of Communications Emily Austin 
spoke with Nat about the beginnings of the 
race and why the Book It continues to be 
such a beloved event. 

Emily Austin: Take me back to 2010. What made you 
look around Holy Communion and say, “Y’know what this 
place needs? A race!”?

Nat Johnson: Well, I have been a part of Holy Communion 
since 1987. Over the years, the energy around here has ebbed 
and flowed. About ten years ago, we had kind of hit a lull parish-
wide, but then – almost out of nowhere – we had a group of like 
78 people from Holy Communion to run the Race for Grace at 
Shady Grove Presbyterian. 

EA: Wow! That is no small feat! 
NJ: Around this same time, I had started taking running 

more seriously. When you get to be older like me, you start 
focusing more on goals. I had run all of my adult life, but I 
had never really run a timed race until I was in my late-40s. 
I got to thinking: If Holy Communion can get 75 or 80 people 

offsite, surely we can get three times that if we had a race of our 
own on campus. 

That year, I had gotten a nice bonus at work, so I went 
to Holy Communion’s clergy and suggested that we throw a 
race together. 

EA: I love that language – throw a race together. I bet it 
was a little harder than you expected! What has made the 
race come together over the years? 

NJ: The people who make it happen. [CHC Director of 
Wellness and Recreation] Julie Fike and her husband, Clete, 
stepped in near the beginning. They had run in a number 
of races, so Julie has put a lot of work into the overall 
framework of the race. She puts in a lot beyond her regular 
staff hours to this race. I just admire the level of effort and 
commitment she’s put in over the years.

“We are divinely-made 
and we live for a purpose. 

I am most at-home 
and in connection with 
the Creator when I’m 

outdoors. When I run, I 
don’t wear headphones.”  

Nat Johnson, 
Book It Race co-founder

(Book It continued on page 5)

Blast from the past! In this snapshot from the inaugural Book It 5K in 2010, 
Director of Recreation and Wellness Julie Fike awards Nat Johnson at the finish line 

with his finisher’s medal.  

Photo courtesy of Julie Fike
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Each year, since then, there have been key players in the 
Book It. Bill Widdup, Robert and Kendra Propst, and Steve 
Maury just to name a few. 

Then there are the volunteers! Obviously, there have 
been a huge number of people who have come on board 
to volunteer at the Book It over the years, and different 
synergies have formed. Some people were more geared 
toward the actual race day, some others would be in charge 
of food. Some – like the Brotherhood of St. Andrew – 
would come for an hour or so and hand out registration 
packets. Obviously, there were a huge amount of people 
who have come on board to volunteer. It took on a life of 
its own! 

EA: Everyone has a special role to play. And the best 
part is that it’s all for a great cause. 

NJ: Yes, it really came together when we decided 
to make the race benefit Books From Birth and The 
Emmanuel Center. The amount of money we have been 
able to raise is just phenomenal. We average about $25,000 
each year. Overall, we’ve raised over $225,000 for these 
wonderful organizations. 

EA: The Book It Race is the biggest outreach project 
of the parish each year. 

NJ: And a lot of what we’ve raised has been from 
parishioners. It really speaks to the continuity and 
commitment of our community, and our sponsors never fail 
to deliver. All this together has helped the race to be well-
received, and it’s grown each year. 

EA: Lots of faith communities like Holy Communion 
have “hallmark” events. In your opinion, what makes 
the Book It special? 

NJ: Over the years, it’s provided our community with 
three important things. 

First, it’s increased our sense of purpose. We are divinely-
made and we live for a purpose. I am most at-home and in 
connection with the Creator when I’m outdoors. When I 
run, I don’t wear headphones. 

The race has also boosted the energy of our parish family. 
Fitness is beneficial to everyone, and I think the Book It has 
showed everyone that we can scale up our goals. Whether 
that’s walking with a group, running for the first time, or 
improving your time, we can all do something to move. 

Last, it’s promoted Holy Communion’s exposure to the 
neighborhood. I don’t care what you do by way of signage 
– there’s nothing like meeting people and carrying on a 
conversation, and the Book It race gives us a chance to do 
that. Episcopalians are not real big on evangelism, and so 
this race is a casual way to meet our neighbors and learn 
about what we do at Holy Communion. From there, we 
can invite them to worship with us and participate in our 
activities. 

RACE DATE:  
The race day is set for September 19, 2020,  
but participants will have a one-week window 
(September 13-September 19) to complete your 
distance and submit a time.   

 WHAT IS A VIRTUAL RACE?   
Participants walk, jog or run any route they choose 
on their own.  Time it with your own watch and 
then send in your time. 
 RACE DISTANCE OPTIONS:  
5K - 10K - 1 Mile 
Awards for 5K and 10K Overall Winners 

“Door” Prizes will be randomly drawn from race 
participants. 

PRIZES FOR:    Most Creative Course, Course 
Furthest from Memphis and Hilliest Course. 
T-SHIRT OPTIONS:  Short Sleeve Cotton or 
Short Sleeve Performance Shirt. 
REGISTRATION FEE:  $25.00 (Ages 16 and 
Over) / $15.00 (Ages 15 and Under)  
 REGISTER: bookit5k.raceroster.com

Thank you to this year's sponsors!

BOOK IT cont'd from page 4

Bill & Catherine Bateman, Rebecca & John Bakke, 
The Maury/McCain Family, Carmine & Bill Vaughan, 

David Dowling, M.D. Kendra & Robert Propst, 
The Malmo Family 

Protein Feed Ingredients

BENEFITING THE EMMANUEL CENTER & BOOKS FROM BIRTH

 

Modern Dentistry of Memphis 
Dr John Reddick and Dr Mark MacGaw 

 
 
www.Drjohnreddick.com 

Bill & Catherine Bateman, Rebecca & John Bakke, 
The Maury/McCain Family, Carmine & Bill Vaughan, 

David Dowling M.D., Kendra & Robert Propst,
The Malmo Family, The Straton Family
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 MUSIC AT HOLY COMMUNION

PARISH CHOIR
Though not rehearsing and singing together at the 

moment, the Parish Choir continues to meet together at our 
regular rehearsal time (Wednesdays at 6:30), only now we meet 
via Zoom for fellowship and camaraderie. We will continue to 
offer occasional virtual choir offerings and will move toward 
having small ensembles sing for Sunday morning worship as 
COVID guidelines allow. Consider joining the Parish Choir 
without having to sing a note at the moment! Contact Dr. 
David Ouzts, douzts@holycommunion.org or (901) 767-6987 
ext. 4013 for information.

CHC CHORISTERS (grades 2-6)
The Choristers will continue with their Royal School 

of Church Music (RSCM) ribbon work on musical and 
liturgical skills this fall via coaching sessions with Dr. 
Koziel. They will also video some musical offerings that will 
become part of our Sunday morning Children's Chapel 
video offerings. Any boys and girls grades 2-6 who wish to 
join and participate, contact Dr. Ellen Koziel, 
ekoziel@holycommunion.org or (901) 767-6987 ext. 4027.

ST. CECILIA CHOIR (sr. K and grade 1)
The St. Cecilia Choir singers will periodically gather via 

Zoom with Dr. Koziel and will also participate in the Sunday 
morning Children's Chapel video singing offerings. This 
enthusiastic group of singers always welcomes new members in 
Senior Kindergarten and First Grade. Please contact Dr. Ellen 
Koziel, ekoziel@holycommunion.org or (901) 767-6987, 
ext. 4027 for information.

Get Active This Fall at Holy Communion!

VIRTUAL 
COFFEE HOUR
Sundays @ 11:30 a.m. 
Sept. 13-Oct. 25
ONLINE

Touch base with Holy Communion friends, staff, and clergy 
each week in our Virtual Coffee Hours via Zoom! This is a great 
opportunity to check in with friends old and new. 

Signup information forthcoming in the eCommunicator, 
Holy Communion’s weekly parish email. 

REEL THEOLOGY
Thursday, Sept. 24
Thursday, Oct. 29
Thursday, Dec. 3

Join host Robert Propst for Zoom movie discussions! 
Some secular movies, though not designed or marketed 

for “Christian” audiences, can offer the opportunity for 
meaningful spiritual reflection and discussion.  If you enjoy 
movies and theology (the study of the nature of God), then 
join us for Reel Theology this fall.   We’ll view three films 
over the course of the fall (watch at your convenience) and 
then join in the Zoom discussion! 

WEEKLY VIRTUAL SCHEDULE
MONDAYS – Adult and Youth Formation Content Drop
TUESDAYS – Creative Reflection  
WEDNESDAYS – Special Email Announcements, 
    Youth WOW on Zoom 
THURSDAYS – Rector's Bible Study 
SATURDAYS – Saturday Music with Dr. Ouzts 
SUNDAYS – Worship Services, Children’s Chapel,      
    Contemporary Theology in Action, Virtual Coffee Hour
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YOUTH

Outdoor Gatherings 
for Youth and Parents

Sundays, Memorial Garden, 6:00 p.m. (-ish), immediately 
following 5:30 compline. September 13 through October 4

Carter will meet with youth. Reverend Hester will meet 
with parents.

BYOLC – Bring your own lawn chair

HIGH SCHOOL HANGOUT 
Panera Laurelwood, 3:30-4:30 p.m.
Tuesdays, Sept. 8, Oct. 6, Nov. 10, Dec. 8

EYC OUTSIDE
First Saturdays, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m., Shelby Farms
Sept. 5, Oct. 3, Nov. 7, Dec. 5
Meet at the Visitor's Center

PRE-YC (4th and 5th Grade)
Memorial Garden, Bring your own blanket and mask!
Sept. 13 3:30-4:30, Oct. 4 3:30-5:30

CHILDREN
Take-Home Bags for children including at-home 

supplements for Children's Chapel offerings will be 
distributed on Sunday, Sept. 13 at the in-person worship 
services (9 a.m. & 5:30 p.m.). They will also be available for 
pickup from 4-5 p.m. on the steps of the nave. Please contact 
Senior Assoicate Rector Hester Mathes with any questions: 
hmathes@holycommunion.org.

Get Active This Fall at Holy Communion!
Foundations oF Faith 
A Back-to-Basics Look at the 
Christian Faith & the Episcopal 
Tradition with Fr. Sandy

Sept. 14-Oct. 14
Video Released: Monday mornings  
Live Zoom Discussions: Wednesdays @ 6:30 p.m.
Covering scripture, theology, and church history, this 

curriculum is similar to Fr. Sandy's signature inquirer's class, 
My Episcopal Life, but it has been modified and expanded for 
the online environment.

sacred ground: A Film-Based Dialogue 
Series on Race & Faith

Oct. 19-Nov. 18
Video Released: Monday mornings  
Live Zoom Discussions: Wednesdays @ 7 p.m.
Based on a curriculum published by Virginia Theological 

Seminary, Sacred Ground is a film- and readings-based dialogue 
series on race, grounded in faith.  Small groups are invited to 
walk through chapters of America’s history of race and racism, 
while weaving in threads of family story, economic class, and 
political and regional identity.

Sacred Ground is part of Becoming Beloved Community, The 
Episcopal Church’s long-term commitment to racial healing, 
reconciliation, and justice in our personal lives, our ministries, 
and our society. 

SOCCER SKILLS TRAINING
Saturdays, Sept. 12 – 
October 31*

*Classes will not 
meet on Oct. 10. Rain 
Date: Nov. 7

Although we 
will not be playing 
regular games this Fall, 
children are invited to 
participate in our non-

contact soccer program on Saturdays! 
$110.00 for Under 5, Under 6, Under 8, Under 10/ $90.00 

for Under 13
Contact Julie Fike for more information: 

juliefike@holycommunion.org
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something in the larger community that I can’t do alone.” 
Bill and his wife, Catherine, are longtime members of Holy 

Communion. Their daughters, Elizabeth and Mary Ashley, 
are alumnae of St. Mary’s Episcopal School, and the family has 
myriad meaningful memories on the CHC/SMES campus. 
When social distancing restrictions prevented Bill from 
making his offering in-person, he went online. 

Bill admits that he had some reservations at first. “I’m 
not the most technologically adept person. I grew up in a 
time when people did things at a slower pace, so I won’t lie – 
there’s a little bit of reservation to make my gift online. The 
drawback for me in the virtual world is that you only know 
that your gift is made in your mind, not in your heart.” 

Online giving 
is growing on him, 
though. 

“Holy 
Communion’s website 
is easy to use,” he said. 
“I love the convenience 
of technology. When 
we’re trying to prevent 
the spread of COVID, 
online giving is fast 
and safe.” 

LINDA 
CHRISTOPHER 

Since joining 
Church of the Holy Communion 15 years ago, Linda 
Christopher has felt like it’s home. Over the years, she has 
played active roles in the parish choir, the Order of the 
Daughters of the King, and the knitting ministry. Linda 
is very intentional about the ways she serves the Church 
through service. 

She’s also very intentional about the way she gives. 
“I grew up tithing, so giving to the Church has always 

been very important to me. I have always been so grateful to 

be able to write a check to pay every tithe and every bill.” 
Linda started giving online when she knew that making 

her offering in-person was not a safe option for her and her 
family, and she’s learned how technology has a role to play in 
God’s Kingdom. 

“I don’t look at giving to the Church as ‘paying a bill.’ It’s 
making a gift.” 

“The more ways that we can be visible that we are 
living out the 
commandment, the 
more it grows.” 

JUDY PHILLIPS

Judy Phillips is all 
about routines. 

Before the 
pandemic, Judy would 
place her offering in 
the plate during the 
first worship service of 
the month. 

“I like the feeling 
of placing the envelope 
in the plate,” Judy said. 

“There’s something intentional about it.”
When many of our routines turned upside-down back 

in the Spring, Judy knew how critical it would be for her 
to continue making her regular offering to support the 
ministries of Holy Communion. 

“I knew that there had to be a cost associated with 
moving church services and programs online,” Judy said, 
“and I wanted to make sure I didn’t contribute to a burden.”

Judy’s new offering routine consists of going online and 
making her gift on the same schedule. “It’s a convenience to 
me, and it’s very easy!”  

To make your online offering or gift, please log on 
to HolyCommunion.org/Give. 

Stewardship cont'd from page 2

Linda Christopher

Judy Phillips

Holy Communion's largest weekly Bible study has 
moved online! Fr. Sandy reads a scriptural text, offers 
his insight, and responds to questions and comments 
that participants share in the online chat. The group 
reads books of the Bible from start to finish, and is 
currently studying St. Mark's gospel.

The Rector's 
Bible Study

Thursdays at 10:00 a.m.

Livestreamed on –
HolyCommunion.org & Facebook
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Strategy cont'd from page 1

“Our church building 
may still be largely 

closed, but our church 
is thriving!”

– The Reverend Sandy Webb, Rector

of the Christian faith and 
the vexing challenge of race 
relations in synchronous 
and asynchronous ways; pre-
recorded lectures will be released 
on Monday mornings with 
online discussion groups to 
follow on Wednesday evenings. 
Contemporary Theology in 
Action, Holy Communion’s 
longest-running Sunday 
morning class, will continue to 
meet online.

A group of parishioners will 
begin hosting a virtual coffee hour 
on Sunday mornings after Labor 
Day to give adults an opportunity 
for fellowship. Parishioner Robert 
Propst will host a movie club that 
invites us to find dimensions of 
faith in secular films. 

Youth and their parents will 
find support and encouragement 
with in-person, outdoor 
meetings on Sunday evenings 
facilitated by Senior Associate 
Rector Hester Mathes and 
Minister to Youth Carter 
Webster. Our youth will also 
continue to worship online mid-
week and have planned several 
opportunities to gather safely 
outdoors as they seek to deepen 
their relationships with each 
other and with God. There’s 
always room for new friends!

Children and their parents will continue to be inspired 
by our online Sunday morning children’s chapel program, 
which features the spiritual leadership of our youth. As we 
move into the fall, our volunteer Sunday School teachers 
will begin adding lessons to this weekly offering, which will 
be augmented by take-home materials to help our kids grow 
in faith. 

Are your kids missing soccer this fall? Not anymore! Outdoor 
soccer skills training will be offered in a physically-distanced, 
non-contact way this fall for all of the age groups normally 
served by Holy Communion’s youth recreation programs. 

The parish choir, Holy Communion’s oldest and most 
established small group, continues to meet virtually 
even though it is not safe for them to sing together, and 
has room for anyone who wants to join a tight-knit 

community of friends. (The 
music department also releases 
a weekly video recording every 
Saturday morning!) 

Speaking of knitted things, the 
Knitting Guild continues to craft 
beautiful blankets and shawls for 
people who need to feel a bit of 
love in this isolating time. The 
knitters – and purlers too! – meet 
online occasionally and always 
have room for new friends. 

For the time being, Sunday 
worship will continue to be 
offered online at 8:00 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m., and in-person at 
9:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. We are 
developing ways to increase the 
number of parishioner voices 
represented in our broadcasts 
and to restore the intimate 
feeling we had when we used 
to broadcast from the children’s 
chapel.  

This plan would seem full 
and ambitious under the best of 
circumstances. Under the current 
circumstances, it is a testament 
to the unmatched standards of 
devotion and creativity reflected 
in Holy Communion’s staff and 
lay volunteers. 

Our church building may 
still be largely closed, but our 
church is thriving!

    Funding the Present  and Investing 
   in the Future

The present and future of Holy Communion depend on 
the people who call it home. 

Annual giving must always be our top priority. Pledges 
and gifts received through our annual stewardship campaign 
provide for 93% of Holy Communion’s budget. Don’t rush 
past this important fact: 93 cents out of every dollar we use 
in ministry every year comes directly from our members 
and friends. Please prioritize your existing and future annual 
and capital pledges to the extent that you are able because 
some people may have difficulty completing theirs in these 
uncertain times. 

(Strategy continued on page 10)

In-person worship continues each Sunday at 9 a.m. in the 
nave and at 5:30 p.m. compline in the Memorial Garden. 
Starting this fall, youth and parents will find support and 
encouragement with in-person outdoor meetings with the 
Rev. Hester Mathes and Minister to Youth Carter Webster 

immediately following Sunday evening compline. 

Photo by Cindy McMillion
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Strategy cont'd from page 9

Yet, Holy Communion’s mission is not simply to survive 
the pandemic. We are, in the words of our strategic plan, “a 
welcoming church that gives glory to God through worship, 
service, and learning.” 

In the last five months, Holy Communion has invented 
entirely new ways of pursuing its mission. Our crisis-
driven success with online ministry will likely change the 
expectations of the people who find their spiritual anchor in 
this parish church. We must return to our signature level of 
excellence with in-person programming while also building a 
home for similarly excellent online programming. 

Holy Communion faces the same strategic decision 
that many businesses faced a few years ago: Do we invest 
in online technology, or do we trust the practices we have 
always known? In business and in church, the choice is hard 
and the stakes are high: The online environment is new and 
unfamiliar and expensive. But, at the same time, the online 
environment represents the future and the way we engage 
with it will define our future. 

The vestry has arranged for some of the finest technologists 
in Memphis to advise us on what investments will move our 
ministry towards its next frontier: We will determine how 
to streamline and enhance our online experience. We will 
also figure out what infrastructure we need to support that 
experience and the growth of all our ministries in the future.

This vision of our future is an exciting strategic 
imperative, but it comes at an awkward time. The pandemic 
has created a sense of economic uncertainty for all of us 
and our recent capital campaign has already called on the 
sacrificial generosity of our parishioners a number of times. 
Living in a spirit of possibility rather than limitation, 
abundance rather than scarcity, we are moving forward 
confidently but prudently. We are beginning work now 
on a strategic plan for enhancing our technology and will 
implement the plan in stages as funds become available. 

The CARES Act has expanded 
the deductibility of charitable 

contributions for this year only! 
Check with your tax advisor to see 
if this might be a particularly good 

time for you to further 
Holy Communion’s mission 
and strategic vision with an 

extra gift or a pre-paid pledge.

C
If you have questions 

or want to make a gift, 
please contact:
Teresa Boone, 

Director of Administration
tboone@holycommunion.org

(901) 767-6987 x 4029

IT'S A GREAT TIME TO GIVE TO 
HOLY COMMUNION!

Ministry in Times Like These

Responding to a global pandemic was not part of Holy 
Communion’s strategic plan, but all the strategic work we 
have done in recent years has prepared us for this moment. 
We have grown closer to one another and to Christ, we have 
recruited and retained an excellent and creative staff, we 
have strengthened our financial position and invested in our 
facilities, we have learned how to have difficult conversations, 
and we have grown accustomed to change. Holy Communion 
is stronger now than it has ever been and, to paraphrase 
the Book of Queen Esther, perhaps God brought us to this 
position of strength for “just such a time as this.” 

Photo by Cindy McMillion
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Church of the Holy Communion continues to answer 
the call to serve through our outreach ministries. As the 
needs of nonprofit community service organizations 

like MIFA, St. Luke’s Food Pantry, Church Health, St. Columba 
Episcopal Retreat Center, and The Emmanuel Center evolve 
throughout the pandemic and economic crisis, our commitment 
to their ministries remains constant. 

Constance Abbey Outreach Opportunities
Located in Downtown Memphis close to St. Mary’s 

Cathedral, Constance Abbey provides relief to people 
experiencing homelessness and associated challenges. Our 
outreach opportunities and partnerships with Constance 
Abbey are growing. 

Gleaning for Constance Abbey
Gleaning is the biblical practice of gathering food that 

would otherwise be left to rot, then delivering it to those in 
need. Each Wednesday through October, we will be collecting 
produce from a local farmer's market to prepare for serving 
to our neighbors at Constance Abbey. In these times, we are 
suggesting that volunteers process the produce in their home 
kitchens following CDC guidelines for food preparation, 
which include washing hands with soap and water before 
beginning and frequently while handling the food and/or 
using food service gloves.  

Hot Meals for Constance Abbey
Constance Abbey recently received a grant that will allow 

them to provide our neighbors some hot meals. The money 

will be used to purchase supplies and food for meal prep. 
They do not have the facilities or staff to prepare meals 
regularly, but can warm meals in ovens for serving. We are 
working with other faith groups in the community to prepare 
these hot meals.

If you are interested in preparing bag lunches on a recurring 
or one-time basis, gleaning produce or preparing meals for the 
neighbors at Constance Abbey, please sign up via the link in the 
eCommunicator, or contact Barb Boucher at bib72015@gmail.
com or 901-832-2835. You do not need to make a long-term 
commitment; we can use help whenever you can provide it. 

Support MIFA Meals on Wheels & St. Luke's Food Pantry
A full grocery sack from the food pantry at St. Luke’s 

helps to further stretch an inadequate unemployment check. 
For seniors who receive meals from MIFA, it’s nutritious 
meals that enable them to live independently in their homes 
as long as possible. 

To serve with Meals on Wheels, please contact Kristi Estes at 
MIFA at 901-529-4521 or kestes@mifa.org. This is a gratifying, 
rewarding service to share with a friend.

To donate soup to the St. Luke's Food Pantry, there is 
a convenient drive-up collection box for your donations 
located south door of the Vaughan Welcome Center.

Please contact Sherry Murphy with any questions: 
sherry384@comcast.net

HOPE 
in Our 

Community: 

Outreach to Memphis 
continues 

Masked for ministry, Judy Amsler loads her car with food for our unsheltered neighbors at Constance Abbey in downtown Memphis.
Photos by Cindy McMillion
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Church of the Holy Communion, an Episcopal Church 
in the center of Memphis, seeks to be a sacred presence, 

grounded in the servant ministry of Jesus, offering 
spiritual growth opportunities for all.

Memorials & Honoraria
Received July 16, 2020 – August 15, 2020

In memory of 
Claude Kelso “Kelly” Fisackerly

Lattie Michael
Jane Sharpe Carl

Cheryl & Joe McCormack to the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew
Missie & Jim McDonnell

Margaret Taylor

In memory of Dianna Fisackerly
Walter D. Wills, III

Lattie Michael
Henry Loeb

Peggy Dowell
Jane Sharpe Carl
All Saints' Guild
Annie Mahaffey

Missie & Jim McDonnell
Margaret Taylor

In memory of Kathy Hunt
Jack & Cathy Richbourg

Mr. & Mrs. Henry T. Stratton, Jr.
Beverly Parrish

In memory of Rudy Schulz
Wayne Ferguson

Peggy Frazer
Mrs. Robert Fleming

Richard & Betty Hoffman
Jan Bell

Myra Ann Barksdale Kelso

In memory of Peggy Harris
All Saints Guild
Annie Mahaffey

Martha Farrimond
Margaret Taylor

In memory of Shirley Pouncey
Andy Pouncey

clergy

The Right Reverend Phoebe Roaf, Bishop
The Reverend Sandy Webb, Rector

The Reverend Hester Mathes, Senior Associate Rector
The Reverend Jonathan Chesney, Associate Rector

The Reverend Dr. Randy McCloy, Deacon

Vestry

Marlene Shaw, Sr. Warden + Richard Williamson, Jr. Warden
Jack Straton, Treasurer + Steve Maury, Clerk

Ellie Bakelaar, Liz Crowder, Tricia Dewey, Mike Driscoll, 
Dale Jones, Tracy Killen, Evelyn McGahey, Jean McGhee, 

Judy Phillips, Dan Poag, Anna Rojas, and Kyle Smith

lay staFF

Emily Austin                        Minister of Communication
Teresa Boone                  Director of Administration
Laura Clausen                Financial Assistant
Mary Beth Darrow                                     Director of Operations
Martha Earnest                                                         Facilities Staff
Julie Fike                                  Director of Recreation & Wellness
Roosevelt Gray                                                   Facilities Staff
Megan Johnson                        Minister of Welcome 
Dr. Ellen Koziel                            Assistant Minister of Music
Cindy McMillion                              Parish Photographer 
Beth Mitchell                          Assistant Minister of Communication
Ann Moorehead                                                       Facilities Staff
Dr. David Ouzts                             Minister of Music and Liturgy
Jim Sawicki                                                                         Sexton
Jamie Shaw                                                                         Sexton
Carter Webster                                                       Minister to Youth 
Cynthia Williams                         Receptionist

WORSHIP TIMES
Sundays (Online): 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Sundays (In-Person): 9:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.


