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Music Program 
Celebrates Plans 
for New Organ 

Console
Delivery Set for Fall 2023

Jack Nelson, vestry member and tenor in the Parish 
Choir, takes great pride in having made an important 
motion at the October vestry meeting.

“I couldn't wait to make that motion, and I wasn’t surprised 
that the vestry vote was unanimous,” said Nelson. “I’m so glad 
the church can support David Ouzts and his ministry.” 

With that vote, the vestry authorized a contract with 
organ builder Greg Koziel to replace Holy Communion’s 
existing organ console with a new Skinner-style console 
from the Walker Technical Company. E.M. Skinner was 
the “Cadillac” organ builder of the 20th century. This 
new piece of organ equipment will be a game-changer for 

c
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“I couldn't wait to make that 
motion, and I wasn’t surprised that 
the vestry vote was unanimous. I’m 

so glad the church can support 
David Ouzts and his ministry.” 

Jack Nelson
CHC Vestry Member, Tenor in Parish Choir

Holy Communion’s music program, particularly as it 
supports congregational singing.   

Simply put, the current organ console (the actual 
piece of wooden furniture that holds the keyboard and 
stops) is worn out and unreliable. For example, the 
electrical connections within the console inexplicably 
break down, resulting in dead notes – that is, notes 
that just don’t sound.  The Reverend Sandy Webb 
describes this as being akin to typing a document on 
your computer keyboard without 26 working letters.  

Perhaps worse are cyphers, notes that sound but then 
won’t stop. “With cyphers, you either try to find the note 
and repeat it, or disengage the stop, or turn the organ off 
completely,” said Dr. David Ouzts, Holy Communion’s 
minister of music and liturgy. “And sometimes none of 
these tricks will work.” 

Built in 1980, the equipment within Holy Communion's 
(New Organ continued on page 9)

Drew Massengale
Minister to Children

The new organ console will be installed in Fall 2023.
Photo courtesy of Walker Technical Company

Friends 
of the 

Groom
Theater Troupe Visits 

February 10-12 
Mark your calendars for a visit from Friends of the Groom 
the weekend of February 10-12. This Christian theater 
company uses creative story-telling to share the gospel 
with all ages. Minister to Children Drew Massengale 
shares his experience with Friends of the Groom:  

I was introduced to Friends 
of the Groom as a high school 
student when they visited 
my church. The weekend 
theater arts workshop was 
novel and compelling in 
many ways, but one moment 
was particularly significant 
for me: Friends founder and 
director Tom Long recited a 
passage from Chapter 14 of 
Matthew, in which John the Baptist is beheaded, 
as a dramatic monologue. 

Never before had I heard the words of the Gospel 
delivered with such dynamic, yet thoughtful, gravity. 
At a mere ten or eleven verses, it couldn’t have gone 
longer than a minute or so, but it was then I realized 
that Holy Scripture is more than just “old stories 
about Jesus.” Holy Scripture is a living, breathing 
story – The Story. We are invited by God to learn, 
love, teach, and live this story in the most authentic 
way we can. I say with confidence that my experience 
on that “Weekend with Friends” helped set the course 
of my life as a teacher, entertainer, and minister. 

This multi-generational event is not just for theater 
folks or those involved in Christian education; it's for 
anyone who likes to watch, laugh, and think. If you're 
looking for a way to dive into scripture in new ways 
and connect with fellow parishioners, make plans to 
join us. Registration details coming soon!

Photo by Cindy McMillion
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A core value of hospitality – enshrined both in 
parish tradition and the strategic plan – was 
on display November 18-19 when Church  
  of the Holy Communion hosted the 

41st Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of West 
Tennessee. Beginning on Friday morning and 
extending into Saturday morning with the closing 
Eucharist, the convention welcomed 92 delegates, 
35 clergy, and numerous volunteers, guests, and 
exhibitors from across the diocese to attend to the 
business of the church.  

Noting that welcoming large gatherings was one intention 
behind Holy Communion’s recent facility renovations, the 
Reverend Sandy Webb cited the convention as one of the 
largest events hosted by the parish since construction. “I was 
so proud of the standard of hospitality that our volunteers 
established and for the easy and flexible way that our 
building performed,” said Webb.  

Parishioner Sarah Cowens spearheaded the volunteer effort, 
recruiting nearly 20 of Holy Communion's members and 

friends to help with registration, serve the meals, clean 
up, and assist with way-finding. The volunteers served 

almost all day and wore smiley-face buttons to 
identify themselves.
  
The business of diocesan convention included 
reports from diocesan entities and officials such as 
the college ministry at Barth House, located close 

to the University of Memphis. Jeane Chapman, 
the diocesan-appointed Small Church Consultant, 

reported on findings from her visits to all the missions 
and parishes with small congregations. The convention 

body voted on several measures related to the composition 
of diocesan committees, elected diocesan leaders, ratified 
actions taken by the Bishop, and as a matter of course, voted 
to pass the annual budget. Electronic voting was employed 
via software called Election Runner.  

“While diocesan conventions are not always the most 
riveting way to spend a weekend, they are an important part 
of what it means to be an Episcopalian,” said Sandy.  “In 
our tradition, the Bishop’s authority is not absolute. She 

Holy Hospitality
Parish Hosts 41st Diocesan Convention

Parishioner Sarah Cowens and Director of Operations Mary Beth Darrow pause in the midst of a busy convention schedule for a photo.
Photo by Sarah Cowan



Forum, going into more detail and depth regarding the 
tight connection between the parishes and clergy in the 
diocese and the ongoing vision and work of BRIDGES.  
“I was glad revisit the work of BRIDGES in Memphis 
and the belief that young people can and should play a 
vital role in bettering Memphis,” said the Reverend Sarah 
Cowan, noting that applications were open now for youth 
in grades 6-11 to apply to the Bridge Builders summer 2023 
program. “We have a number of parish youth who would be 
outstanding participants in Bridge Builders.”  

“I am so inspired by the Diocese’s commitment to 

BRIDGES,” said Sandy. “Our divided society needs more 
opportunities for people to connect across their differences, 
and BRIDGES has a proud history of doing just that. 
The Episcopal Church played a critical role in BRIDGES’ 
establishment 100 years ago, and this grant commits us to 
play a critical role in BRIDGES’ future.”
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is required to get the Convention’s approval – that is, the 
approval of her clergy and the elected lay representatives of 
her congregations – in order to establish a budget, or appoint 
people to governing bodies, or set certain types of policies. In 
the Episcopal Church, we discern God’s will together.” 

This was the first completely in-person convention since 
2019, the COVID pandemic having necessitated virtual 
or smaller-group annual gatherings. The convention also 
included morning and noonday prayer, a closing eucharist 
on Saturday, and ample time for visiting and reconnecting. 
With the closing eucharist falling on the feast day of Princess 
Elizabeth of Hungary, a thirteenth 
century saint who lived only 24 years, the 
sermon by Bishop Phoebe Roaf focused 
on doing good rather than seeking 
solely to preserve our institutions. 
 
A highlight of the convention came 
Friday afternoon when Dana Wilson, 

CEO of the local non-profit BRIDGES USA, along with 
BRIDGES staff and volunteers, accepted a grant of $150,000 
from the diocese via the Church Home Trust in celebration of 
BRIDGES’ centennial. The mission of BRIDGES is to “unite and 
inspire diverse young people to become confident and courageous 
leaders committed to community transformation.”  

A presentation by Wilson about the BRIDGES' Episcopal 
roots was followed by a panel discussion led by the Reverend 
Ollie Rencher, Rector of Grace-St.Lukes Episcopal Church 
and former Associate Rector at Holy Communion, as well 
as team-building activities for the convention body, led by 
BRIDGES staff members.  

Wilson reprised her presentation the following Sunday, 
November 20, at Holy Communion’s 9:15 a.m. Adult 

Pictured left: BRIDGES empowers youth leaders through a variety of  programs. Picured right: Bishop Phoebe's convention sermon was about 
Princess Elizabeth of Hungary and the good she did in her short life.

More information about the ongoing transformative work 
of BRIDGES may be found at www.bridgesusa.org and 
information about the historical ties to the Episcopal 
Church in West Tennessee may be found at 
www.holycommunion.org/news/posts/history-of-bridges

Photo by Sarah CowanPhoto courtesy of BRIDGES USA
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Get Moving this December at Holy Communion!

DECEMBER

4

Sunday at 9:15 a.m.
Choose Your Own Advent 
track 1 Scripture & Theology – He Will Come 
Again in Glory: Packing for Parousia | What is 
the Second Coming? Why and how does it mat-
ter – and what does it have to do with Christmas? 
Reflecting upon Advent scripture and Anglican 
theology, we’ll consider what it means to say, “We 
await his coming in glory.”

track 2 Advent Arts – My Soul Proclaims the 
Greatness of the Lord: Advent in Artistic Praise | 
Artists of all types share how their gifts praise God 
in the beauty of holiness.

7
Here@HolyC   Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
Saint Nicholas Night!

11 Sunday at 9:15 a.m.
Choose Your Own Advent continued

18
Sunday at 9:15 a.m.
Choose Your Own Advent continued

25 NO FORMATION | Christmas Day

Sundays   Wednesdays   

FAITH Formation
 Learning Opportunities at Holy Communion 
December 2022
All Sundays at 9:15 (except when noted) | Contemporary The-
ology in Action class (adults), Middle/High School formation, 
Children’s Sunday School, nursery care

All Wednesdays: 5:30 p.m. dinner, 6:30 program, 
7:15 Compline   

• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg

ADVENT OUTREACH ACTIVITIES 
Salvation Army & Emmanuel Center Angel Tree 
Pick a name from our Angel Tree and provide the 
items requested by December 7.  

Nativity Potluck 
Pick a piece of our potluck manger scene (star, 
shepherd, etc.) and create that element for nativity! 
Whether an original creation, a “found object,” or an 
abstract symbol, just be sure it’s an appropriate size to 
fit the scene. Bring your item back during Advent.  

Advent II – December 4 
Cross Decorating | Many of our parishioners in 
long-term healthcare facilities would love to have a 
sacred focal point decorated by folks in their church 
community. Stick around to decorate in Cheney 
Parish Hall, or take materials with you to decorate at 
home. Crosses will be delivered by a team. 

Advent III – December 11 
Christmas Caritas | Create festive caritas bags 
to stuff with goodies and items to distribute 
throughout the community. We will also box and 
wrap any finished crosses.  

Advent IV – December 18 
Upcycled Christmas Cards | Can’t bear putting that 
beautiful greeting card in the trash? Bring it to the 
Vaughan Welcome Center (or take some from our 
stash) to create one-of-a-kind cards, bookmarks, or 
other paper arts! 

Also available throughout the Advent season: 
Prayer Manger in Children’s Suite and “Grab n’ go” 
Christmas cards in Parish Hall

Pastoral 
Connections 

Haven’t spoken or visited with 
the Holy Communion clergy 

in a while?

We try to keep up, but if we haven’t and you would like to 
connect, please reach out to The Reverend Jonathan Chesney to 
arrange a time to catch up. Jonathan may be reached by phone 
in the Parish Office (901-767-6987) or by email at jchesney@
holycommunion.org 
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Get Moving this December at Holy Communion!
Wellness Classes

ALL LEVELS YOGA:
Monday and Wednesday – 8:30-10 a.m.
Friday – 9-10:15 a.m.      Sunday – 3:30-4:30 p.m.

 GENTLE YOGA AND INTERMEDIATE YOGA:
Gentle Yoga – Monday and Wednesday – 4:15-5:15 p.m.
Intermediate Yoga – Tuesday and Thursday – 4:15-5:15 p.m.

 ZUMBA:
Monday and Wednesday – 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Saturday – 9:30-10:30 p.m.

 TAI CHI:  Monday and Wednesday – 11:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.

Choral Evensong  
December 4  |   The Parish Choir will sing Choral 
Evensong with Holy Eucharist to mark the season of 
Advent. Evensong is the Anglican liturgical “gem.” Bring a 
friend or neighbor! 

Young Adult 
Gathering 
December 18, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Young Adult Christmas Party  | 
Young adults are invited to a Very Young 
Adult Christmas Party! We are teaming 
up with Grace St.-Luke’s for an evening 
of Christmas cheer, drinks, finger food, 

and Dirty Santa. Bring a gift under $25. 
Location: 2007 Young Ave. There is plenty of street parking.

• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg
• ggggggg

PreYC | December 18, 
2:30-4:00 
For the last PreYC of 2022, we’ll meet with 
members of the knitting ministry to 
learn about the truly unique gifts they 
provide, then stick around for an end-
of the year party! Grades 4, 5, and 6 are 
invited. Drop off and pick up at the front 
steps of the church.   

St. Columba Youth Events 
Register at www.SaintColumbaMemphis.org 

Senior High Ski Trip  Sr. High (grades 
9-12) will be heading to Perfect North Ski Resort January 

13-15, 2023. The price 
for this trip will be 
$610. 

Junior High 
Ski Trip  
Jr. High (grades 6-8) will 
go to Hidden Valley Ski 
Resort February 17-19, 
2023. The price for this 
trip will be $560. 

Sweet ReTreat Camp 
December 19-22 at St. Columba
A day camp for kids six and up. Get a taste of summer camp 
while making some fun and delicious holiday treats!  

Winterfest | December 28-January 1 

Winterfest is a Tennessee Episcopal Youth Retreat which 
provides a welcoming and safe space for high school students 
(grades 9th-12th) to grow in their relationship with God. 



10  |  holycommunion.org8  |  holycommunion.org

Photos by Cindy McMillion

Let’s Ham it Up!
Holy Communion has committed to donate 

180 canned hams to the food pantry at St. 
Luke’s United Methodist Church, enough 

to provide a Christmas ham for every family that is 
served there. We are well on our way but still need 
more to reach our goal by the December 12 deadline.
These small (16oz), nonrefrigerated canned hams 
are available at Dollar Stores, Kroger, Walgreen’s, 
Walmart, Super Lo, and Aldi. They can also be 
ordered online through retailers such as Amazon.  

This year, we’d love to collect photos of 
parishioners dropping off or shopping for 
their canned hams. Send your photos to 
communications@holycommunion.org.  

Please place purchased hams on the table near the 
Cheney Parish Hall elevator by December 12.  

*Please check to ensure that your hams do not 
require refrigeration.

Morgan and Judy Brookfield ham it up for the camera



this year, Holy Communion received a generous gift from 
the estate of parishioner Tina McWhorter. Tina was a regular 

worshipper at the 5:30 service and was a 
passionate music-lover. The vestry elected 
to use a portion of the bequest to get the 
organ console project started, while sending 
the rest of her bequest to the parish’s 
unrestricted endowment as an investment in 
Holy Communion’s future.   

“The vestry believes that other sources 
of revenue and gifts from interested 
parishioners will be enough to cover the 
remaining cost of this project,” stated Webb.   

“The organ doesn’t just serve us during 
Sunday worship. Think of the daily chapel service for St. 
Mary’s students, the weddings and funerals and other special 
events,” said Liz Crowder, Senior Warden. “It really is a tool 
for outreach as we share the Episcopal tradition with all who 
enter our doors.” 

“The replacement console is going to make all the 
difference in the world as it relates to the quality and diversity 
of Holy Communion’s musical offerings,” said Ouzts.   
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(New Organ cont’d from page 3)

console is beyond repair. “All the organists who play our 
organ have navigated around the problems for years,” 
said Ouzts. “But sometimes it’s just 
impossible to mask the issues.”   

Further complicating the problem 
is the fact that should the console fail 
completely, Holy Communion could be 
without use of its pipe organ for a year or 
more, waiting for a replacement console. 
The recent authorization of the $250,000 
contract means that the building work 
can begin now, with the replacement 
installed in Fall 2023.   

“Dr. Ouzts’ exceptional musicianship 
has enabled him to work around many of these issues, but 
there is a limit to what any organist can do without a fully 
functional instrument,” said Webb. “The vestry acknowledged 
our organ console challenges in its most recent strategic action 
plan, identifying significant organ repair as a necessary action 
item under the overarching priority of addressing our lingering 
facility issues and ensuring our long-run sustainability.”  

Funding for the new console seems providential. Earlier 

Have You Set up 
Your Profile on 
MyHolyC?

The September 18 Adult Forum 
was dedicated to an overview of 
Holy Communion’s new technology 
tools, including how to access the 
parish portal and directory known as 
MyHolyC. If you missed it or have 
some lingering questions, don’t worry! 
Staff and volunteers will host a help 
table on Sundays in January. Access to 
the portal is via the top right link of 
Holy Communion’s homepage, www.
holycommunion.org. After requesting 
a login and being approved, members 
and affiliates can manage their profiles, 
including their own privacy settings and 
notification preferences. They can also 
upload a photo! 

What’s 
“Appening”
at Holy 
Communion? 

Download the 
new CHC app for 
quick access and 
notifications about 
CHC happenings!

Most parishioners know that Holy 
Communion launched a new website 
last spring. But fewer folks know that 
a new app accompanied the launch. 
Free and available for download in 
the Apple App Store or Google Play, 
the CHC app provides easy access to 
sought-after information: calendar 
dates, sermons, online giving, and 
more. Download the CHC app and 
get connected today! 

“It really is a tool 
for outreach as we 
share the Episcopal 
tradition with all 

who enter our doors.”
Liz Crowder

CHC Senior Warden
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Ministry Focus

Why I Serve as 
An Usher

Ushers play an important role in welcoming newcomers 
and members, tracking worship attendance, and 
keeping us all safe in church. The duties of our ushers 
(or “Worship Hosts” as they are called for our 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday worship) varies from service to service and involves 
people of all genders and ages. What is consistent across the 
experience is how these hosts extend a warm welcome to all 
those who enter our doors.  

Why join this ministry? 
Current ushers share their reasons below for joining this 
ministry. Please contact the Parish Office or Usher Chair 
Andy Malmo at andym@flinthyd.com to learn more.  

I’ve been an usher at Holy Communion for at least 25 
years.  At first it was a great way to meet and get to know 
the parishioners, and then it became a welcoming ministry 
for me.  Probably all ushers feel that what we do has a 
direct impact on how welcoming the church feels to folks 
entering our doors to worship.  Especially for newcomers 
who don’t know their way around, whether it’s “Where is 
the nursery?” or “Where are the bathrooms?” or “How do 
I get to the Parish Hall?” I love being that person wishing 
people a good morning and handing them a program and 
saying, “Welcome to Holy Communion!”    
 – Tom Cowens 

I was telling someone that I ushered, and she said, “you 
guys have women ushers?” I think that is a special aspect of 
the Episcopal tradition. I like to usher because it gives me 
a purpose. I like to greet folks with a smile. I think our role 
as usher is a great outreach to new folks. 
 – Amy O’Dell 

I enjoy being a worship host because it has helped me 
get to know the parishioners and makes me feel more 
connected to Holy Communion. 
 – Robert Kyle

I feel ushers are the face of Sunday morning. As folks come 
in the doors, it is so warming to see happy and familiar 
faces. For new people coming through the doors, it is an 

opportunity to say hello, provide them with the service 
booklet, and welcome them to CHC. I would love to see 
an all-women ushering day on a special event – like when 
women were welcomed into the priesthood. Amy O'Dell and 
I ushered during COVID, and it gave us the opportunity 
to help people feel comfortable and safe. 
 – Dorothy Brownyard 

Ushering is new for us, but we really enjoy the fact that our 
grandson, Baker, can help with the offering since he is so 
interested in church. We enjoy greeting folks and helping 
the service go smoothly. There are so many ways each of us 
can be of service to our church community.   
 – Carol and Don Paterson 

When then-Rector Reynolds Cheney recruited me to head 
up the vacated Usher Chairman position years ago, he 
made several points clear. First, that ushers are often the first 
people that a visitor meets. He made it clear that we needed 
to make a good first impression for Holy Communion, at 
each and every service. Second, that ushers see trends and 
congregational matters that are helpful to the clergy. I believe 
that all ushers genuinely feel a sense of accomplishment after 
each service is “in the books,” knowing that they played a small 
part in the success of yet another Holy Communion service. 
 – Andy Malmo, Usher Chair 

Photo by Cindy McMillion

• !

Dorothy Brownyard and Amy O'Dell are regular ushers at the 
10:30 a.m. worship service.
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Donation Deadline | December 12 
Deadline for donations of canned hams for the St. Luke’s food pantry.  

Deadline for Christmas flowers/music donations.  

Service for the Longest Nights | December 14, 6:30 p.m. 
A prayer service of comfort, peace, and healing for those for whom the holidays may 
be difficult or include loss, grief, or other painful emotions. Nursery care provided.  

Christmas Eve Services | Saturday, December 24 
4:00 p.m. – Christmas Pageant and Holy Eucharist 

6:00 p.m. – Festival Holy Eucharist 
11:00 p.m. – Festival Holy Eucharist 

Christmas Day Services | Sunday, December 25 
8:00 a.m. – Morning Prayer and Holy Eucharist 

10:30 a.m. – Holy Eucharist 
5:30 p.m. – Contemplative Holy Eucharist 

Save these January Dates! 
Godparent Sunday | January 8                

Annual Meeting & Lunch | January 22 
 

ADVENT FORMATION 
Sundays December 4, 11, and 18 – two tracks at 9:15 a.m. 

TRACK 1: Scripture and Theology 
We’ll look at the lectionary and prayers for Advent as we seek to prepare our hearts for 
Christ’s coming, and reflect upon what it means when we say with hope, “We await 

his coming in glory.”  

TRACK 2: Advent Arts: Advent in Artistic Praise 
The Reverend Sandy Webb converses with a different artist each week in an 

examination of the intersection of arts and faith. Explore how gifts of creativity 
praise God in the beauty of holiness.

Upcoming Dates
(Clip this page along the line to have these dates at your fingertips!) 
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WORSHIP TIMES
Sundays (In-Person): 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Sundays (Online): 10:30 a.m.

Church of the Holy Communion is a sacred presence in the 
center of Memphis, a welcoming church that gives glory to 

God through worship, service, and learning.

The COMMUNICATOR

Memorials & Honoraria 
Received October 16, 2022 – November 15, 2022

In thanksgiving & gratitude for
Sandy Webb and the 

Thursday morning Bible Study
Anne Fisher

In honor of
Catherine Clark awarded the 

TN American College of Physicians Award
Bill & Carmine Vaughan

In memory of Barbara Wilson
Nat Johnson
Ann Duncan

Margaret Taylor
Richard & Betty Hoffman

Mandy & Rick Rough

A service of solace and comfort 
for anyone who experiences 

grief during the holiday season 

thethe
LONGESTLONGEST
NIGHTSNIGHTS

BB

Wednesday, December 14 
6:30 P.M.


