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Prepare for 
Christ's Coming: 

Advent Series Offers Art 
and Scripture

Photos by Cindy McMillion

The “Choose Your Own Advent” adult forum series, 
running the four Sundays of Advent and beginning 
November 27, will explore both the scripture and art 

that can guide us in this season of preparation. The two-track 
offering will focus on the scripture and prayers of the Advent 
lectionary, led by the Reverend Jonathan Chesney, and the 
intersection of faith and art, led by the Reverend Sandy Webb. 
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“We say it every Sunday in the Nicene 
Creed: ‘He will come again in glory…’ But 
what does it mean, this second coming of 
Christ? And what does it have to do with 
Christmas, that is, the first coming of 
Christ?” said Jonathan. “We will explore 
this as we examine the scripture and 
collects of Advent.” Importantly, the series 
will look at the arc of scripture that extends 
through all four Advent Sundays and how 
it all connects.

Running concurrently, the second 
track will bring three different speakers 
into conversation with Sandy about 
faith and the arts. December 4 will 
feature a virtual appearance by Jonathan 
Dummar, a professional performing artist, 
choreographer, and former staff singer at 
Holy Communion. On December 11, 
Sandy will host virtually Mel Ahlborn, 
the San Francisco-based visual artist 
who designed the new dossal curtain in 
the nave. On December 18, Sandy will 
facilitate a discussion with our own Dr. 
David Ouzts, Minister of Music and 
Liturgy at Holy Communion. 

The entire Advent series will kick off 
with a forum and Advent wreath-making in 
Cheney Parish Hall on Sunday, November 27.

“We say it 
every Sunday 
in the Nicene 

Creed: ‘He will 
come again in 

glory…’ ”
The Reverend Jonathan Chesney

Associate Rector
Church of the Holy Communion

NOVEMBER | DECEMBER

SAVE THESE DATES 
Parish Choir Offers 
Musical Gifts 
November 6 and 13
The Parish Choir will sing Choral 
Evensong with Holy Eucharist on 
the Sunday after All Saints’ Day, 
November 6 at 5:30 p.m. Music of 

Ralph Vaughan Williams will be featured. The choir will 
also sing John Rutter's Requiem with chamber orchestra 
on Sunday morning, November 13, at the 10:30 service.  
Free image from pixabay.com

Holy Communion Hosts 
Diocesan Convention 
November 18-19
Holy Communion will host the 
41st annual Diocesan Convention, 
and volunteers are needed Friday, 
November 18 to welcome and assist 
throughout the day. 
To volunteer, please email Sarah Cowens 
at swcowens@bellsouth.net. 

This year, all Episcopalians in West Tennessee are 
invited to worship together in the Convention Eucharist. 
Bishop Phoebe will celebrate on Saturday, November 19, 

at 9:00 a.m. in the Nave of Holy 
Communion. This service will be 
livestreamed and nursery services 
will be provided. 

Saint Nick Night: 
Wednesday December 7, 
5:30 p.m.
Join us for our final Here@HolyC 
dinner of the semester as we celebrate 
and remember Saint Nicholas.
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Get Moving this November at Holy Communion!

NOVEMBER
2

Here@HolyC   Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
Our Last Best Act Book Conversation | Share re-
sponses to the October 23 presentation of Mallory 
McDuff’s book Our Last Best Act.

6 Sunday at 9:15 a.m.
track 1 All Are Welcome! continued

track 2 Hard Conversations continued 
(Requires commitment to all 3 classes)

9
Here@HolyC   Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
Our Last Best Act: More Guidance | A facilitated 
discussion with a lawyer and a doctor around key 
concepts for end-of-life planning and priorities.

13 Sunday at 9:15 a.m.
track 1 All Are Welcome! continued

track 2 Hard Conversations continued 
(Requires commitment to all 3 classes)

16
Here@HolyC   Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
Our Last Best Act: More Guidance | A facilitated dis-
cussion with a funeral director and a priest around key 
concepts for end-of-life planning and priorities.

20
Sunday at 9:15 a.m.
A Century of Building Bridges | The youth devel-
opment organization now known as BRIDGES was 
founded 100 years ago by Memphis Episcopalians. 
Holy Communion celebrates the story of BRIDGES 
and its transformational future. (Livestreamed)

23 No Here@HolyC | Thanksgiving

27
Sunday at 9:15 a.m.
Choose Your Own Advent
Enjoy Making Advent Wreaths

30 Here@HolyC   Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

DECEMBER

4

Sunday at 9:15 a.m.
Choose Your Own Advent 
track 1 Scripture & Theology – He Will Come 
Again in Glory: Packing for Parousia | What is 
the Second Coming? Why and how does it mat-
ter – and what does it have to do with Christmas? 
Reflecting upon Advent scripture and Anglican 
theology, we’ll consider what it means to say, “We 
await his coming in glory.”

track 2 Advent Arts – My Soul Proclaims the 
Greatness of the Lord: Advent in Artistic Praise | 
Artists of all types share how their gifts praise God 
in the beauty of holiness.

7
Here@HolyC   Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
Saint Nicholas Night!

11 Sunday at 9:15 a.m.
Choose Your Own Advent continued
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Sundays   
Wednesdays   

FAITH Formation
 Learning Opportunities at Holy Communion – November 2022
  All Sundays at 9:15 (except when noted) | Contemporary Theology in Action class (adults), Middle/High      
  School formation, Children’s Sunday School, nursery care

  All Wednesdays: 5:30 p.m. dinner, 6:30 program, 7:15 Compline   

• gggggggggggggggggggggggg
• ggggggggggggggggggggggggg
• gggggggggggggggggggggggg

Thanksgiving Day Join us for our annual Thanksgiving Day 
service on November 24th at 10:00 a.m.
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Get Moving this November at Holy Communion!
Our Last Best Act 
Series Continues on 
Wednesday Nights 

Author and 
Episcopalian 
Mallory McDuff 
joined virtually 
in Cheney 
Parish Hall, 
discussing her 
book, Our Last 
Best Act, a story 
about aligning 
her end-of-life 
choices with 

environmental stewardship and care for 
loved ones. You can watch a recording 
of the conversation on our Facebook, 
Youtube, or Vimeo pages. 

Friends of the Groom Theater 
Company Uses Theater to 

Communicate the Gospel Creatively
Are you interested in moving forward in your faith? 

Do you want to get to know others in the congregation 
better? Do you want to learn ways of sharing your faith 
creatively? Don't miss this exciting weekend for all ages 
with a theater company that specializes in making the 

Christian message challenging and fun at the same time. 
There's something for everyone: The performances, 
talks, and small group activities are designed to help 
each person grow in Christ and to build a sense of 

community. Along the way, the group will use theater 
and storytelling to bring scripture and worship alive. 

So if you're a teacher, preacher, or performer looking 
for creative ways to communicate the gospel; or if 

you're just someone who likes to watch, laugh, and 
think—come and enjoy this delightful time with 

friends old and new. 

A Weekend 
with Friends 
February 10-12

Mark your calendar for February 10-12. More 
information to come about this exciting event. 

Join us for follow-up formation 
opportunities around this topic on 
Wednesday evenings: 
November 2: discussion on Mallory 
McDuff’s book, Our Last Best Act, and 
her presentation from October 23. 
November 9: discussion on end-of-life 
guidance with a lawyer, Ben C. Adams 
Jr., JD, and two medical professionals, 
Rowena DeSouza, MD, and Raul 
Cardenas, MD.
November 16: discussion on end-
of-life guidance with two Funeral 
Directors, Phillip Hamilton, FD, and 
Winston Hoover, FD, as well as a priest, 
the Rev. Jonathan Chesney

Note: Wednesday evening programs 
begin with optional dinner at 5:30, 
followed by program choices at 6:30 and 
Compline at 7:15. 

Pastoral 
Connections 

Haven’t spoken 
or visited 
with the Holy 
Communion 
clergy in a 
while? We try 
to keep up, but 
if we haven’t 
and you would 

like to connect, please reach out to 
The Reverend Jonathan Chesney to 
arrange a time to catch up with him 
or any of our other clergy. Jonathan 
may be reached by phone in the 
Parish Office (901-767-6987) 
or by email at jchesney@
holycommunion.org.
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A Visit with 
Cara Modisett
The Reverend Sarah 
Cowan, who leads 
the ministry of 
communication at 
Church of the Holy 
Communion, spoke 
with her predecessor and 
friend, the Reverend 
Cara Modisett. Cara was 
ordained as a transitional 
deacon in June and will 
be ordained as a priest 
this winter. 

Sarah: We should start with 
a little bit of an update. You were Holy Communion's as 
Minister of Communication from 2014-2016. And then 
you went back to Virginia for a little bit and entered into 
discernment for the priesthood. 

Cara: Yes, in 2016 I went into discernment in the Diocese 
of Southwestern Virginia. It was a wonderful process – a 
learning process in the way that I think it should be. It 
was true discernment. During that time, I returned to my 
position at St. Elizabeth's Episcopal Church in Roanoke 
as music director, and then Sandy reconnected me with 
St. John's in Roanoke, where he had been an associate 
and where I had been involved in music; I took on the 
communications role there, half-time, during those two 
years. It's a small, small Episcopal world. Eventually, I began 
seminary in 2019. 

Sarah: And that was a wonderful gift because I started 
seminary in 2018, and so we got to overlap as classmates 
at Virginia Theological Seminary. I remember interviewing 
you in 2014 for this new communications job at Holy 
Communion that Sandy was creating. So our lives have 
intersected in many different ways, which has been a blessing. 

Cara: Yes! Again, a small world and a beautiful blessing. 

Sarah: Let me go back a little bit and ask you: Had this idea 
of ordained ministry been in the back of your mind for a long 
time? Or, was that a newer development?

Cara: It was in my mind, and heart actually, while I was in 
Memphis, though, I didn't actually voice it while I was there. 
It had started to sort of nudge me, I guess. And that first 
summer – I don't know if you remember – but I was back 
and forth between Memphis and Roanoke, because I had an 

artist residency at the hospital in Roanoke. And that was part 
of it. So I was there at the hospital in Roanoke as a writer and 
as a musician. While in Roanoke, one of the things I did was 
work with a young woman who had terminal cancer, and 
she was creating memories, a box and a book of memories 
and recordings of her memories to leave for her son. And 
I remember her telling me – and I've written about this, I 
think I've even preached about it since – about the chaplain 
that came to visit her and helped her dye her hair purple. She 
asked that chaplain, “Will you be with me when it's time?” 
And, and I thought, what an amazing balance of ministry 
for that chaplain – that work, you know, purple hair dye and 
being with someone when they were transitioning out of this 
life, this world. So all of those things were nudging at me 
then. And then my work at Holy Communion was just – it 
was so powerful on so many levels. The relationships, the love 
that I felt there and the excitement of the work and the joy 

of the work and the 
recognition of what 
ministry is and can 
be. Writing and music 
and all the different 
things that I've been 
called to – teaching 
and preaching – kind 
of came together in 
this whole new world 
of possibility. And so 
Holy Communion 
played a huge role 
in my discernment. 
But I didn't even tell 
Sandy until after I'd 
come back to Virginia 

that I was thinking about this. So, a few more conversations, 
and I realized that was where life was, where the Spirit was 
leading, through all of this work that I had done. 

Sarah: We bring all of our past lives into the work of ministry, 
whether it's ordained or lay ministry.

Cara: It's kind of neat to look back at the journey and sort of 
say, “Wow, you know, I had no idea.” But the picture emerged.

Sarah: Right. It doesn't matter whether you're ordained or 
not, you just bring your life experiences with you, and then 
offer it to God. Speaking of past experiences, what are some 
of your great memories, things that you really enjoyed about 
living in Memphis or being at Holy Communion?

Cara: Oh, goodness. I mean, to narrow it down, it's hard. 
One word that Sandy and I have used is that I was sort of 
embedded there. I was like an embedded journalist – so what 
I loved was just being immersed in the life of the church, in 
the community of Holy Communion. I just felt like I was 

“What I loved 
was just being 

immersed in the 
life of the church, 
in the community 

of Holy 
Communion.”

The Reverend Cara Modisett
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part of that life, whether it was subbing during handbell 
rehearsals, or preaching at the Sunday evening services, or 
helping with formation, or the arts festival that we did. All of 
the creative work and seeing how that drew people together 
and how that inspired faith. I still remember David Waters 
[former religion editor at The Commercial Appeal] telling 
me that Memphis 
has a soul, which 
became part of the 
first story that I 
wrote for Memphis 
Magazine. So I 
just loved getting 
to know the city 
through the lens of 
Holy Communion, 
but then also being 
able to connect to 
other communities: 
University of 
Memphis, the music 
communities, the 
writers in Memphis. 
There's a real energy, 
a deep music to 
that. I miss it.

Sarah: This is another way that maybe our lives have 
paralleled too because you and I have both been transplants 
to this place, and have fallen in love with it. 

Cara: Yes. And there is just something about Memphis, 
even with all its problems. It just grows on you. And that 
was part of why I really wanted to come and work at Holy 
Communion because there are such great gifts and there's 
such richness in the city. And then there's also such grief and 
such difficult history. And the city is constantly grappling 
with that, I think. And, we as people of faith are called on to 
grapple with that. That is what I see the community of faith 
in Memphis doing, and reflecting on.

Sarah: You worked on quite a few big projects while you 
were here.  

Cara: Yes, bringing [Old Testament theologian] Walter 
Brueggemann was quite wonderful. And seeing people 
from across the religious spectrum come together for his 
visit was amazing – seeing young people, older people 
come out for this Old Testament rock star, no matter their 
political point of view.  

Sarah: Well, tell us: Where are you now and how did you 
land there?

Cara: So I'm in Staunton, Virginia, which is 30 minutes 

away from where I was born and grew up, although it's 
across the diocesan line. I graduated in May and three of us 
from the Diocese of Southwestern Virginia were ordained 
deacons together in June. Each of us was placed in a two-year 
curacy, and I landed at Trinity Episcopal Church. It is a holy 
space with a good energy and vitality, right in the middle of 
downtown, which I love. The church was founded in 1746, 
so there's this old church yard with American Revolutionary 
War soldiers buried in it. The building itself is from the 
1850s, but it has 12 Tiffany stained glass windows, and it's 
just a beautiful, beautiful space. It feels holy to walk into it. 
And even though it's soaring and beautiful, it doesn't feel 
impersonal. It's a spiritually warm place.

Sarah: What is your work focused on for the next two years? 

Cara: It covers a lot, but I am especially tasked with 
formation. Coming out of COVID, we're really re-visioning 
our formation. So I've been heavily involved with sort of 

rebuilding that – 
children, all the way 
through adults. So, 
we've been doing 
Godly Play for all 
ages, then breaking 
out into cohorts. 
And, I’m looking at 
some collaborative 
things here in the 
community. I'm 
working with a 
women's study group, 
developing some small 
groups and helping 

some with music. Alternating Sundays preaching, pastoral 
care, working with the communications program here 
(revisiting familiar ground!). 

Sarah: Say a little about your seminary experience. What are you 
bringing into this new role from your three years of seminary?

Cara: Yes, seminary felt like it was a whole body and soul 
education. I was surprised that I received two awards at 
graduation, which was wonderful. One was in writing, one 
was the theological reflection award, which I wasn't expecting. 
It meant a lot to me because I came into seminary feeling like 
my response to things theological is unconventional – you 
know, the way I preach, the way I write – so it was affirming 
for me to realize that it resonated with others. Suddenly there 
was this completion of fabric, and I guess that's what I mean 
by integration in a sense, because I feel very strongly that the 
world and the church cannot be separated. The sacred and the 
ordinary are not siloed from each other. And most especially 
in liturgy. The imperfect is often the most beautiful for me. 

(Cara continued on page 8)

Photos by Cara Modisett
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WORSHIP TIMES
Sundays (In-Person): 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Sundays (Online): 10:30 a.m.

Church of the Holy Communion is a sacred presence in the 
center of Memphis, a welcoming church that gives glory to 

God through worship, service, and learning.

The COMMUNICATOR

Memorials & Honoraria 
Received September 16, 2022 – October 15, 2022

In memory of Larkin Bryant & in honor of 
the great Celtic Music at Holy Communion

to Friends of Music
Ernest G. Kelly, Jr.

In memory of Paul Langford
Michael Sullivan

In honor of Bonnie Wunderlich
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Wunderlich

Clergy blessed stuffed animals at the 10:30 service on October 2  
in honor the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. 
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And the human and the sacred are not separate. Being able 
to understand that and hopefully to maybe channel that for 
others is what I learned. 

Sarah: I think I speak for all who know you from your time 
at Holy Communion when I say that we are proud of you 
and excited about your future. We will be watching for news 
about the date of your ordination!

Cara: Thank you. That means so much. I miss everyone there 
and am so grateful for my Memphis experiences! 

Cara’s ordination to the priesthood will be held this winter 
and will be livestreamed. Watch Holy Communion’s 
communication channels for details. 

Cara cont’d from page 7


