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After a baptism, the priest invites the congregation to pray in 
unison with these words: “Let us welcome the   
newly baptized.”  

 This Fall, we are considering how to welcome more than just the 
newly baptized, especially as we re-invigorate and grow Church of 
the Holy Communion through teaching, learning, and worship.  

 “I think Holy Communion has always been good at welcoming 
people, it’s sort of in the DNA of this place,” said Carter Webster, 
who just this summer stepped into a newly created position titled 
Head of Program Staff and Minister of Hospitality. 

 But Carter would like to see that welcome instinct expanded 
into an intentional, seamless process in which all those who enter 
the church doors – whether newcomers, long-time members, or 
those who have simply been away for a while – can find a place of 
belonging that engages their interests and keeps them connected to 
congregational life.  

 “Some churches saw the pandemic as a power that shrunk and 
diminished their spiritual presence,” said the Reverend Sarah Cowan, 
Associate Rector. “But I think Holy Communion, in many respects, 
experienced a burst of new energy as the parish explored what online 
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community might mean. 
Our challenge now is to take 
that energy into all aspects 
of congregational life as we 
re-connect and re-invigorate 
our membership and use our 
physical and online spaces in 
new ways.”  

 Of course, baptism is 
one way that the church has 
welcomed new members 
for centuries. To mark that 
milestone in a new way, 
Holy Communion designed 
new baptismal certificates 

“Inviting someone to 
join into whatever 
is feeding our faith 
at the moment is a 
wonderful way to 

connect with others 
and also to enrich our 
own spiritual lives.”

Carter Webster
Head of Program Staff

Church of the Holy Communion

using art commissioned by the same artist who created 
the nave’s dossal cross, Mel Ahlborn of Illumination 
Studio in San Francisco. Certificates with original 
art were also created for those who transfer their 
membership from another church or join anew.  

 But welcome is more than baptism and certificates, 
notes Carter. She is working on creating integrated 
processes for how people can be invited, welcomed, and 
importantly, connected to an existing group or ministry 
in the parish. The timing is perfect, with Carter’s 
position being specifically designed for this work, 
coupled with the launch of online tools such as the new 
website, app, and parish portal known as MyHolyC.  

 “The staff and I are really committed to using the 
resources that the vestry has funded,” said Carter. “I 

am excited about 
working out the 
details so that every 
person feels cared for 
and has a place of 
belonging.”  

 Carter notes that 
she won’t be doing 
the work alone 
either. She wants 
to identify those 
in the parish who 
enjoy the ministry 
of welcome and 
invite them to share 
in brainstorming, 
creating, and 
implementing that 
ministry. 

 To that end, 
Carter and Sarah 
will jointly teach 
an adult formation 
class, beginning 
near the end of 
October. Building 
on elements of the 
Invite-Welcome-
Connect church 
growth program 
and also re-engaging 

with the teaching from the “Radical Welcome” 
workshop held at Holy Communion last spring, 
the class will explore how to better listen and 
connect with members and newcomers.  

(Welcome continued on page 9)
Photos by Cindy McMillion
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As we witness the change of seasons and our 
light-filled days turn shorter, Holy Communion 
will offer a variety of liturgies and programs      
  meant to speak to the changes from life to 

death into life again.  

The Parish Choir will 
offer two musical gifts: the 
All Saints’ Sunday Choral 
Evensong on Sunday, 
November 6 at 5:30 p.m. and 
John Rutter’s Requiem, which 
the Parish Choir will sing with 
chamber orchestra on Sunday, 
November 13 during the 10:30 
a.m. service.  

“Evensong in the Anglican 
rite is one of the liturgical 
gems of our worship 
tradition,” said Dr. David 
Ouzts, Minister of Music 
and Liturgy, who also noted the Church of the Holy 
Communion’s tradition of singing the full eight verses 
of the hymn “For all the saints" at the 10:30 morning 
worship service. 

The theme of remembrance will continue into 
the following weekend with Remembrance Sunday. 
“Remembrance Day is primarily a United Kingdom 
observance but has drifted into Anglican and Episcopal 
churches in this country as well,” David said. The Parish 

Choir will sing movements of Rutter’s Requiem throughout 
the Eucharistic liturgy on Sunday, November 13.  

Adult formation offerings in October and November will 
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Our Last Best Act 
How We Honor Death and Life
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The Parish Choir will share two musical gifts in November.

(Our Last Best Act continued on page 5)
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mirror the themes present in liturgy. Author and 
Episcopalian Mallory McDuff will join virtually on 
Sunday, October 23 at the 9:15 a.m. formation hour. 
Livestreamed so that our online community can 
participate, the author will present on her book titled 
Our Last Best Act, a story about aligning her end-of-
life choices with environmental stewardship and care 
for loved ones. 

The series will 
continue with three 
more Wednesday 
evening discussions, 
the first on November 
2, when members will 
have the opportunity 
to share their 
responses to her book, 
as well as insights 
from the October 23 
presentation by the 
author. The other 
Wednesdays will 
provide more guidance 
for adults of all ages 
as they consider 
their mortality and 
end-of-life options. 
November 9 will 
offer a facilitated 
discussion with a 
doctor and a lawyer, 
while November 16 
will continue the 
conversation with a 
funeral director and 
a priest. 

“Death and 
dying can be an 
uncomfortable topic 
for many,” said the 
Reverend Jonathan 
Chesney, “But the 
promise of Christ’s 
resurrection allows 
us to place ourselves 
in the center of 
Christian hope, both through the remainder of our 
earthly lives and into the life to come. My hope is that 
the number of offerings at Holy Communion on this 
topic deepens folks’ conversations with God and their 
families about their values and end-of-life desires.” 

“Death and 
dying can be an 
uncomfortable 
topic for 
many. But 
the promise 
of Christ’s 
resurrection 
allows us 
to place 
ourselves in 
the center 
of Christian 
hope, both through 
the remainder of 
our earthly lives and 
into the life 
to come.
The Reverend Jonathan Chesney

Associate Rector
Church of the Holy Communion

Father Jonathan Chesney 
onOur Last Best Act– 

While not all may 
share the same 
passion for 

environmental concerns 
as visiting author and 
professor Mallory McDuff, 
I suspect most will 
empathize with her story 
of the unexpected loss of 
her own parents – and how 

this loss brings 
her to think deeply about her own 
end-of-life plans as a way to care for 
her teenage daughters and the world 
they inherit.  

The book chronicles a journey 
of choices to honor and care for her 
daughters, and their modes of grief and 
celebration, while also honoring the 
author’s own deeply-held values. Through 
McDuff’s process of self-education, we 
learn that some conventional burial 
practices may not align with our own 
hopes and values.  

Careful to recognize individual choice 
and necessity, McDuff explores the growing 

popularity of natural burials and related practices, 
often rooted in traditional customs. She documents the 
complications of concrete burial vaults, for example, as 
well as the often-unintended environmental consequences 
of the increasingly popular practice of cremation. We learn 
about alternatives to common end-of-life conventions 
– alternatives that also involve a return to a healthier 
encounter with the reality of our mortality, the support of 
community amidst grief, and the lightening of our impact 
on the Earth while strengthening our bonds with all those 
for whom we care. 

This can be a challenging and disconcerting topic, but 
I hope participants will come away with a clear take-away: 
that making plans for our final farewell can be our own 
“last best act.” That is, we do well to make our wishes clear 
and easy for our surviving loved ones, while also inviting 
prayerful reflection on mortality, thereby entrusting our 
bodies and souls to God’s care. To plan in this way allows 
us to share our own values, to offer care for those who 
come after us, and to center ourselves on God’s faithfulness 
and loving-kindness, wherever our journeys take us.  

Photo by Cindy McMillion
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Get Moving this October at Holy Communion!

OCTOBER
2 Sunday at 9:15 a.m. 

track 1 Reading C.S. Lewis continued

track 2  Reading 1 Peter with our Anglican 
Family continued

5 No Here@HolyC | Fall Break

9 Sunday at 9:15 a.m.
track 1 Reading C.S. Lewis continued

track 2  Reading 1 Peter with our Anglican 
Family continued 

12
Here@HolyC   Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
Church History | The Reverend Dr. Gillian Klee 
offers a brief history of how the Anglican Church 
came to be and how it translated to America.

16
Sunday at 9:15 a.m.
Pellegrinaggio Italiano | Hear about this summer’s 
pilgrimage to Italy from youth and adult leaders.
(Livestreamed)

19 Here@HolyC   Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
Church History continued

23

Sunday at 9:15 a.m.
Our Last Best Act | Author Mallory Duff joins 
virtually, discussing her book, Our Last Best Act, a 
story about aligning her end-of-life choices with 
environmental stewardship and care for loved 
ones. (Livestreamed)

26
Here@HolyC   Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
Church History continued

30
Sunday at 9:15 a.m.
track 1 All Are Welcome! | Rev. Sarah and Carter 
Webster re-engage the recent Radical Welcome 
workshop concepts and explore how to listen 
to and connect with members and newcomers. 
(In-person and Zoom) 

track 2 Hard Conversations | Fr. Sandy draws on 
faith resources in this practical workshop on how 
to stay in conversation with people who disagree 
with your politics or worldview. (Requires commit-
ment to all 3 classes)

NOVEMBER
2

Here@HolyC   Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
Our Last Best Act Book Conversation | Share re-
sponses to the October 23 presentation of Mallory 
Duff’s book Our Last Best Act.

6 Sunday at 9:15 a.m.
track 1 All Are Welcome! continued

track 2 Hard Conversations continued 
(Requires commitment to all 3 classes)

9
Here@HolyC   Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
Our Last Best Act: More Guidance | A facilitated 
discussion with a lawyer and a doctor around key 
concepts for end-of-life planning and priorities.

13 Sunday at 9:15 a.m.
track 1 All Are Welcome! continued

track 2 Hard Conversations continued 
(Requires commitment to all 3 classes)

16
Here@HolyC   Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
Our Last Best Act: More Guidance | A facilitated dis-
cussion with a funeral director and a priest around key 
concepts for end-of-life planning and priorities.

Sundays   
Wednesdays   

FAITH Formation
 Learning Opportunities at Holy Communion – Fall 2022
  All Sundays at 9:15 (except when noted) | Contemporary Theology in Action class (adults), Middle/High      
  School formation, Children’s Sunday School, nursery care

  All Wednesdays: 5:30 p.m. dinner, 6:30 program, 7:15 Compline   
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Get Moving this October at Holy Communion!
Upcoming PreYC Activities – Fourth Sunday, 
2:30-3:30 p.m.

Sunday, October 30 – Just in time for greeting card season, 
we’ll hear from the Words Cubed ministry and write some cards 
for folks on our prayer list.

Sunday, November 27 – The Altar Guild will share about 
what it takes to keep our worship space looking beautiful, and 
we’ll help tidy up the Sacristy.

Sunday, December 18 – For our final fall PreYC, we’ll hear 
from the knitting ministry in preparation for  the blessing of 
prayer shawls and stuffed animals.

Upcoming EYC Activities – Every Sunday, 
6:30-8:00 p.m.
Sunday, October 2 – Dinner + scavenger hunt
Sunday, October 9 – No EYC due to Fall Break
Sunday, October 16 – Dinner + “Chopped”
Sunday, October 23 – Dinner + world record night
Sunday, October 30 – Dinner + pumpkin painting

Pastoral Connections 
Haven’t spoken or visited with the Holy Communion clergy 

in a while? We try to keep up, but if we haven’t and you would 
like to connect, please reach out to The Reverend Jonathan 
Chesney to arrange a time to catch up. Jonathan may be reached 
by phone in the Parish Office (901-767-6987) or by email at 
jchesney@holycommunion.org 

Save the Date of October 16! 
9:15 a.m. Formation Hour – Pellegrinaggio Italiano | 

Youth and adult leaders share experiences and insights from this 
summer’s youth pilgrimage to Italy 

10:30 a.m. Outdoor worship 
11:30 a.m. Church picnic

Dress casual and enjoy worship and a church picnic in the 
Memorial Garden. Folding chairs will be available, but you 
can bring your own lawn chairs if you like. Fried chicken, 
coleslaw, and drinks provided. Last Names A-M please 
bring desserts/ Last Names N-Z please bring sides.

Photo by Cindy McMillion

Photo by Cindy McMillion
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On September 11, those active in the Gleaning 
Ministry hosted a “Lunch and Learn” event 

featuring delicious foods – all gleaned from local 
sources – and a panel of leaders who serve in a variety of 
hunger ministries in Memphis. The panel discussion was 
moderated by the Reverend Jeannie Hunter, Tennessee 

Regional Director of the Society of St. Andrew. The lunch 
offered opportunities to explore ways to partner with 

others in the city as Holy Communion expands its feeding 
ministries. One such partnership is with Rhodes College’s 

dining services. Read more on our website at: 
https://www.holycommunion.org/news/posts/food-

recovery-program

Gleaning 
Ministry 

Lunch

Photos by Cindy McMillion
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 Notes Sarah, 
“My favorite book on 
evangelism begins with 
this line: ‘Evangelism is 
listening.’ And so, this class 
will look not at marketing 
tactics or the statistics of 
church decline, but instead 
at how we can listen and 
learn from each other as a 
form of spiritual growth, 
and thereby welcome all.”  

 The Reverend Sandy 
Webb will also teach 
several one-night classes 
on Wednesdays for anyone 
in the community that 
is curious about The Episcopal Church. Those classes are 
scheduled for October 12 and November 2. “More and 
more folks are interested in the diversity of thought and 
perspective found in The Episcopal Church,” said Sandy, 
“and we want to make sure we are sharing what our 

denomination offers in 
this day and age.”  

 Whether or not 
one attends a class or 
helps with a newly 
invigorated newcomers 
ministry, Carter notes 
that everyone plays a 
role in the process of 
inviting, welcoming, 
and connecting at Holy 
Communion. “Each of 
us can do small things 
that work together to 
create belonging. Just 
think about the simple 
act of wearing your 

name tag – it is a gift to a newcomer and helpful overall in 
such a large and dynamic parish. And, inviting someone to 
join into whatever is feeding our faith at the moment is a 
wonderful way to connect with others and also to enrich our 
own spiritual lives.” 

Welcome cont'd from page 3

Have You Set up 
Your Profile on 
MyHolyC?

The September 18 Adult Forum 
was dedicated to an overview of Holy 
Communion’s new technology tools, 
including how to access the parish 
portal known as MyHolyC. If you 
missed it or have some lingering 
questions, don’t worry! Staff and 
volunteers will host a help table on 
Sundays in October. Access to the 
portal is via the top right link of Holy 
Communion’s homepage, www.
holycommunion.org. After requesting 
a login and being approved, members 
and affiliates can manage their profiles, 
including their own privacy settings and 
notification preferences. They can also 
upload a photo! 

What’s 
“Appening”
at Holy 
Communion? 

Download the 
new CHC app for 
quick access and 
notifications about 
CHC happenings!

Most parishioners know that Holy 
Communion launched a new website 
last spring. But fewer folks know that 
a new app accompanied the launch. 
Free and available for download in 
the Apple App Store or Google Play, 
the CHC app provides easy access to 
sought-after information: calendar 
dates, sermons, online giving, and 
more. Download the CHC app and 
get connected today! 

The launch of supper clubs at Holy Communion allows long-time parishioners 
to connect with newcomers.
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Tithing is hard. Tithing 
is hard to do, but it 
is also hard to use as 

our only biblical standard for 
stewardship giving.For starters, 
Jesus never 
spoke of the 
tithe. How 
much did 
the disciples 
have to leave 
behind? 

Everything. How much did the rich young man 
need to sell? Everything. How much did the 
poor widow leave as her offering in the Temple? 
Everything. Jesus’ standard of giving is not 10%; 
it is 100%. 

Jesus’ standard of giving fits with his overall 
view of Moses’ law: “You have heard it said,” 
Jesus says six times in the Sermon on the 
Mount, “But, I say to you…” It also fits with the 
practice of the apostolic church, in which no one 
claimed individual ownership of anything, but 
sold what they had and gave it to the apostles 
who distributed the proceeds to all as any had 
need. For Jesus and for the apostles, discipleship 
demanded a full measure of devotion – pressed 
down, shaken together, running over. 

 On this side of God’s Kingdom, there are obvious practical 
problems with 100% giving. But, the goal of full devotion 
still applies. We should feel the cost of our discipleship and 
we should always be striving to do more. If we don’t notice 
the sacrifices that we are making for our faith, then we aren’t 
sacrificing enough.

Another problem with using the tithe as the only 
biblical standard of financial giving is that it has become an 
unfamiliar concept to many of our parishioners. In a previous 
article, I argued that there are four kinds of church givers: 
People who give as a spiritual discipline, people who give to 
support the church as a community institution, people who 

give to pursue concrete outcomes, and people who give as a 
token of their participation. 

The concept of a tithe resonates people who give as a 
spiritual discipline, but it sounds like a foreign language to 

everyone else. Jesus said, 
“I came not to judge the 
world, but to save the 
world.” With Jesus as our 
model, the church needs 
to stop speaking to people 
in judgement about 
where they should be. 
The church should start 
meeting people where 
they actually are. 

There is no one-size-
fits-all solution to effective 
stewardship messaging. 
The church needs to use 
an all-options-considered 
approach. 

Invitation to Deeper 
Devotion and Greater 
Giving

Diversifying our 
stewardship message is 
critical to the future of the 

church because the days of people supporting institutions and 
giving out of obligation are passing quickly. 

Young-ish adults are proving to be far more outcome-
oriented givers than the more institutionalist generations 
that preceded them and most of the churches that I know 
are struggling to activate their generosity. We rationalize this 
problem by saying that young adults are early in their careers, 
that they need to be saving for retirement, and that they 
may have small children at home. While any combination 
of these things may be true, a recent article from the Forbes 
Nonprofit Council says that the Millennials were the most 
generous generation of Americans in responding to the 

The Goal of One Hundred 
Percent Giving

The Reverend Sandy Webb
A longer version of this article will be published in the October issue of Vital Practices, 

an online resource from the Episcopal Church Foundation.
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COVID-19 pandemic. A quick visit to GoFundMe.com 
(which has brought in more than $15 billion since 2010) will 
reveal even more evidence of Millennial generosity. Young 
adults are giving; they’re just not giving to the church in 
the same ways or to the same extent that their parents and 
grandparents did. 

The Forbes Nonprofit Council goes on to suggest that 
the key elements of activating young adult generosity are 
relationship and transparency. As leaders in the church, we 
should hear them quoting Gabriel: “Do not be afraid; for I 
am bringing you good news!” Relationship is the church’s 
business and the Episcopal Church’s business practices are far 
more transparent and audit-worthy than those in many other 
churches. The Episcopal Church will have a bright future if 
we can figure out how to do three things: Build authentic 
relationships with the rising generation of adults. Level with 
them about finance and governance. And talk with them 
about stewardship giving in more familiar terms. 

“The body does not consist of one member but of many,” 
writes the Apostle Paul to the church in Corinth. “The eye 
cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you,’ nor again the 
head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’” Paul begged the 
church in his day to recognize that different kinds of people 
were all part of the same body; he asks the church in our day 
to recognize that different kinds of givers are too.

Stewardship as Pastoral Care

What pastoral conversations might we have with each kind 
of church giver? 

• Giving as a spiritual discipline invites a pastoral 
conversation about whether and why 10% is enough. Why 
not 11%? Could they work towards 12%? Jesus insisted 
that his disciples do more than Moses’ law required them to 
do; he puts the same challenge before each of us. 

• Giving to support the institution of the church invites a 
pastoral conversation about the mission of the church and 
the needs of the community. How could the church do 
more for the least among us? How could we address more 
of our community’s systemic injustices?

• Giving to pursue outcomes invites a pastoral conversation 
about the spiritual and countercultural discipline of 
releasing control, of following the model of the early church 
in trusting the community of faith to discern God’s will 
rather than relying solely on private discernment. 

• Giving as a token of participation (or not giving at all) invites 
a pastoral conversation about the role of the church in that 
person’s life, about that person’s commitment to the greater 
body, and about the mutual expectations that members of the 
body have for one another. Jesus called disciples, not adherents.

In every area of our life and faith, the church should seek 
to meet us where we are and gently and lovingly invite us to 
deeper levels of devotion. Stewardship is no exception. But, 
meeting people where they are does not mean that they need 
to stay there. Faith is a journey and Jesus’ principle of full 
devotion invites all of us to continue striving towards greater 
levels of commitment and sacrifice. Until we reach 100% 
giving, we all have room to grow. 

Why We Give –

It makes us happy to give back to a place that provides 
so much community, spiritual guidance, and joy. I have 
met some of the most inspirational people in my life 

and forged wonderful friendships at Holy Communion. 
We appreciate the programs that keep us plugged into our 
faith and the many opportunities to explore creatively. 
There are so many ways to get involved and share the love 
of God. It makes us feel great to know that we are helping 
Holy Communion to continue its wonderful ministries, 
education, and outreach now and into the future. 

– Joan Biddle

I am profoundly grateful for all the blessings I 
have received as a member of Church of the Holy 
Communion for the past sixty-four years. I consider 
it both my duty and my joy to support the ministries 
and operations of my beloved church. I encourage all to 
consider prayerfully what you can give with a cheerful 
heart so that the wonderful work of our congregation 
can continue. – Alice Bolton

Joan Biddle Alice Bolton

Photos by Cindy McMillion



The Communicator, (USPS.) #015-799, is published Monthly by CHURCH 
OF THE HOLY COMMUNION, 4645 Walnut Grove, Memphis, TN 38117-
2597. PERIODICAL POSTAGE paid at Memphis, TN. POSTMASTER: 
Send address change to Church of the Holy Communion, 4645 Walnut Grove 
Rd., Memphis, TN 38117-2597.

Church of the Holy Communion  |  4645 Walnut Grove Road  |  Memphis, TN 38117  |  (901) 767-6987  |  www.holycommunion.org

WORSHIP TIMES
Sundays (Online): 10:30 a.m.

Sundays (In-Person): 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Church of the Holy Communion is a sacred presence in the 
center of Memphis, a welcoming church that gives glory to 

God through worship, service, and learning.
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Memorials & Honoraria 
Received August 16, 2022 – September 15, 2022

In honor of the knitting ministry
Maryanne & Don Macdonald

In honor of 20 years of worshipful singing 
in the Parish Choir
to Friends of Music 

Dale & Linda Thompson

In honor of Baker Reece & Henry Cotten Williamson
to the Children’s Ministry 

Don & Carol Paterson

In memory of Eliza Wellford Fletcher
Julie & George Ellis

Four-year-old Caroline Carlisle joins Father Sandy as he speaks the 
final prayer of baptism. Caroline's sister, Mary Miller Carlisle, was one 
of four babies baptized on September 11, 2022. 

Photos by Cindy McMillion


