
10:30 AM
HOLY EUCHARIST (Rite two)

December 4, 2022
Second Sunday of Advent



the woRd of God

Prelude Prelude on Veni, Veni Emmanuel                             Gerald Near

A Welcome to WorshiP

hymn 640                                             “Watchman, tell us of the night”

oPening AcclAmAtion                          The Book of Common Prayer, Page 355
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

trisAgion (Hymn S-102) sung three times        Alexander Archangelsky

collect of the dAy

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance 
and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings 
and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ 
our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever.  Amen.

first reAding                                                  Isaiah 11:1-10

A reading from Isaiah.

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall 
grow out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 

and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight 
shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see 
or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge 
the poor and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall 
strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his 
lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his 
waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with 
the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion 
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sit

Children ages 3-8 are invited to 
join the opening procession and 
follow the banner to Children’s 
Chapel, returning to the nave 
after the Prayers of the People. 
A parent or guardian may 
accompany if desired.

 collect of the dAy

Collects are the collected 
prayers of the people, lifted up 
by our collected voices. There 
are appointed collects for each 
Sunday and for feast days, and 
many more in the Book of Com-
mon Prayer that pray for the 
human condition, civic life, 
society, creation and more.

sung by all

all stand as able 

sung by all



and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and 
the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall 
eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not 
hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root 
of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of 
him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PsAlm 72:1-7, 18-19                                                           Plainsong Tone 2.1
 

1    Give the King your justice, O / God, *
      and your righteousness to / the King’s Son;
2    That he may rule your people / righteously *
      and the / poor with justice;
3    That the mountains may bring prosperity to the / people, *
      and the little hills bring / righteousness.
4    He shall defend the needy among the / people; *
      he shall rescue the poor and crush / the oppressor.
5    He shall live as long as the sun and moon / endure, *
      from one generation / to another.
6    He shall come down like rain upon the / mown field, *
      like showers that wa/ter the earth.
7    In his time shall the righteous / flourish; *
      there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall / be no more.
18  Blessed be the LORD God, the God of / Israel, *
      who alone does / wondrous deeds!
19  And blessed be his glorious Name for / ever! *
      and may all the earth be filled with his glory. A/men. Amen.

second reAding                                    Romans 15:4-13

A reading from Romans.

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruc-
tion, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the 
scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and 

encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accor-
dance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, 
just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that 
Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God 
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People sing even-numbered verses

 PsAlm

The Psalms are some of the 
earliest music sung in Jewish 
and Christian worship.



in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and 
in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is writ-
ten, “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises 
to your name”; and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
and again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise 
him”; and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who 
rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.” May the God of 
hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound 
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

hymn 67                                         “Comfort, comfort ye my people”

gosPel                          Matthew 3:1-12

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This 
is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice 

of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight.’” Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt 
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people 
of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along 
the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume 
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now 
the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. “I baptize you with 
water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear 
his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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stand 

 reAding of the gosPel

“Gospel” comes from the 
Greek word “euangelion,” or 
“good news.” In many Epis-
copal churches, the gospel is 
carried into the congregation 
to be read in the midst of the 
people, often by the deacon, 
who is ordained into a ministry 
that connects the Church with 
the people.



sermon                        The Reverend Miranda Cully

nicene creed               Page 358

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us 
and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With 
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PrAyers of the PeoPle, Form iV

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in 
your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.   
Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice 
and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good.    
Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use 
its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.    
Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may 
serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.    Silence
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stand or kneel 

sit

stand 



Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them 
courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salva-
tion.    Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died [especially ______ ], that 
your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all 
your saints in your eternal kingdom.   Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Celebrant adds a concluding collect.

confession of sin             Page 360

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant alone stands and pronounces the Absolution

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

the PeAce         

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.  
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stand
 PeAce

In confessing our communal 
sin and then passing the peace, 
we come back into relationship 
with Jesus Christ and with each 
other as we move toward the 
sacrament of the Eucharist, from 
the Liturgy of the Word to the 
Liturgy of the Table, “re-mem-
bered” as the body of Christ. 
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sung by all
stand or kneel

Making a pledge is a promise of financial support for the coming year. 
Please use the “Pledge” QR code to make a pledge for 2023 
in this Season of Stewardship.

the holy Communion

At the offertory

In addition to leaving your offering in one of the physical offering plates, 
you can make your offering electronically in one of the following ways:

• Through our website: www.holycommunion.org/give
• By texting “CHC” to 732-56
• By using the “Offering” QR code at right

At the offertory, Anthem “The Record of John”               David Hurd

And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, who art thou? And he confessed and denied not; but 
confessed, I am not the Christ. And they asked him, What then? Art thou 
Elias, and he saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet? And he answered, No. 
Then said they unto him, who art thou? That we may give an answer unto 
them that sent us. What say’st thou of thyself? He said, I am the voice of 
one crying in the wilderness, make straight the way of the Lord, as said the 
prophet Esaias.                                                                John 1:19-23 KJV

Tate Hansen, Kathleen Quinlen, soloists
                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                    
At the PresentAtion                                       The Eighth Tune, Thomas Tallis

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise him all creatures here below, 
praise him above ye heavenly host,
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

the greAt thAnksgiVing, euchAristic PrAyer B         Page 367

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. (Here a Proper Preface 
is said.) Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Arch-
angels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 

stand or kneel

sung by all

all stand to sing

Offering

Pledge Form



sAnctus (Hymn S-128)        New Plainsong, David Hurd

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in 
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, 
you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righ-
teousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he 
had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remem-
brance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, 
gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite 
us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him,being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjec-
tion under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with 
[___________ and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, 
and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

the lord’s PrAyer             Page 364

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen.
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 ePiclesis

The Eucharist, with Baptism, 
is one of the two sacraments 
Jesus specifically gave to the 
Church. In the epiclesis, the 
priest invokes the Holy Spirit 
to come and consecrate – make 
holy – the bread and wine. The 
Episcopal Church holds that 
Christ is mysteriously present in 
the consecrated Eucharistic ele-
ments. Acknowledging Christ’s 
presence, we treat the bread and 
wine with reverence.

 AnAmnesis

With these words of remem-
brance, we look both backwards 
and forwards – we acknowledge 
the death and resurrection of 
Christ in a weekly reaffirmation 
of Easter, and we also anticipate 
Christ’s future return.

sung by all

kneel or stand



all sing
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BreAking of the BreAd        

frAction Anthem (hymn S-161)                 New Plainsong, David Hurd

inVitAtion to communion

The Gifts of God for the People of God. (and may add) Take them in remem-
brance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 
with thanksgiving.       

At the communion,  
hymn 444                                                        “Blessed be the God of Israel”                  
hymn 615                                          “Thy kingdom come, on bended knee”

PrAyer After communion                       Page 365

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now 
into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Blessing

People Amen.

hymn 76                                       “On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry”

dismissAl

People Thanks be to God. 

Postlude Chorale Prelude on Wachet auf, Op. 135a                  Max Reger
       

Permission for podcast/stream-
ing under One License.net 
#A-702284. Hymns and service 
music from The Hymnal 1982, 
©1985. Church Publishing Incor-
porated. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission. 

Ushers will guide parishioners 
forward to receive Communion 
at the altar rail, where you may 
kneel or stand, beginning at the 
centermost space and those next 
coming to the side outwards.
Extend your hands to receive 
a wafer from the Communion 
Minister. If you instead cross 
your arms over your chest, the 
Communion Minister will offer a 
touchless blessing. In either case, 
your response is: “Amen.” 
If you wish to receive wine, assist the 
Communion Minister by guiding 
the chalice to your lips to take a sip, 
greatly preferred to intinction. If you 
do not wish to receive wine, cross 
your arms over your chest. 

Please return to your pew by the 
side aisle. 

     Church of the Holy Communion rou-
tinely photographs, records, and livestreams 
parish events.
     Attendance at a worship or an event 
is consent to be photographed, recorded, or 
livestreamed for church purposes.
     If you prefer not to be photographed, 
recorded, or livestreamed, please speak with 
one of the clergy.
     Church of the Holy Communion will 
never publish a child’s name in any of its 
publications without permission.

Silence is kept

sung by all
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PRayeR liSt

For the people of Ukraine; 
DeAndre Brown, Anne Carroll 
Bunting, Libby Burdick, Kate 
Calvin, Vicki Carey, Bettie Clem-
mons, Helen DeLong, Simon 
Evans & family; Emily Ferguson, 
Lester Gammill, Aleine Hansen, 
Andy Hansen, Julia Jennings, 
Lance Kruchten, Liz Manugian, 
Jim McGehee, Martha Oseman, 
Connie Pittman, Lou Slater, 
Jean Strickland, Sean Sullivan, 
Jed Taylor, Mary S. Truitt, Ann 
Uhlhorn, Joyce Cox Westlake, 
Lane Whitehead, and Earle 
Whittington. For those serving 
in the Armed Forces: Benjamin, 
Bennett, Dan, David, David, 
Fred Jr., James, Mack, Noel, 
Peter, Peyton, Ross, Timothy Jr., 
Tracey, and Zach. For those who 
have died and those who grieve 
for them: Mark Bradshaw, Dean 
Neptune, Jeanette McCrady, 
Tom Austin, Ed Crenshaw, and 
Barbara Wilson

ministers of the liturgy

The Reverend Sandy Webb,
Celebrant
The Reverend Miranda Cully, 
Preacher
The Reverend Dr. Randy McCloy, 
Deacon
The Reverend Jonathan Chesney,
Assisting Priest
Laurie Rieman, Susan Mealer,
Lectors

Blair Evans, Carmine Vaughan, 
Meredith Vaughan, Meredith 
Hitchcock, Lea Davis,
Eucharistic Ministers 

Allie Maury, Erin Maury, Roxanne 
Meyers, Anne Elise Morgan, 
Acolytes 
Barton Lynch, Acolyte Mentor

The Parish Choir
Dr. David Ouzts, organist/director
Cameron Donlin, cantor

Advent Choral Evensong Tonight at 5:30 p.m. 
The Parish Choir will sing Choral Evensong with Holy Eucharist to mark 
the season of Advent. Evensong is the Anglican liturgical “gem.” Bring a 

friend or neighbor! 

Make a Pledge for 2023 by December 12 
Vestry leaders will meet December 13 to plan the 2023 budget. Your finan-
cial contribution makes a difference! If you’ve not yet made a pledge, please 
consider how you can help us enhance ministry here at Holy Communion. 

Pledge online at www.holycommunion.org or pick up a pledge card in person. 

St. Luke’s Food Pantry Needs 180 Canned Hams by December 12 
Each year, Holy Communion donates 180 small (16oz), non-perishable, 

canned hams. Drop off is near the East elevator. We are close to our goal. 
Will you help? 

9:15 a.m. Adult Formation | 9:15 a.m. Adult Formation| Our 
“Choose Your Own Advent” program begins upstairs in Rooms 301 and 
348. Track 1: Scripture and Theology  / Track 2: Advent Arts: Advent in 
Artistic Praise 

Advent Activities| Each Sunday of Advent, we are offering time and 
space to create, pray, and serve together after 10:30 Eucharist. December 
4: Cross decorating for those in healthcare facilities | December 11: make 
goodie bags to give away | December 18: Upcycled Christmas cards | We 
hope that you will find ways to prayerfully connect to these offerings during 
this season of preparation. Also, visit the table in the Parish Hall to see how 
you can participate in our Nativity Potluck.  

Christmas Flowers and Music Deadline December 12 | Mag-
nificent Christmas decorations and music are a tradition at Church of the 
Holy Communion. Gifts received by noon on Monday, December 12 will be 
acknowledged in the Christmas service leaflets. Give online at www.holy-
communion.org, text “CHC” to 732-56, or call the Parish Office. If you use 
electronic means, please note the names of the people you wish to honor or 
memorialize.  

Christmas Services and December Events | For details and times, 
please visit our homepage or this link: www.holycommunion.org/news/
posts/christmas-services-plus-december-events 

EYC (Episcopal Youth Community) | More than a Meal outreach 
opportunity tonight. Meet at Grace-St. Luke’s.   

 ------  SAVE THESE DATES ------ 

December 7 – Angel Tree Deadline 

December 7, 5:30 p.m. – Saint Nick visits Holy Communion! Christ-
mas crafts, cocoa, and the story of St. Nicholas are the features of this 

magical evening. 

December 14, 6:30 p.m. – A service of prayer for comfort, peace, and 
healing for those for whom the holidays may be difficult or include loss, 

grief, or other painful emotions. Nursery care is provided. 
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Timeless  Significance
New dossal design steeped in symbolism and reverence

IHSIHS

The design for the proposed Church of the Holy 
Communion Dossal Centerpiece is filled with 
Christian symbolism, ancient and new. 
 
     

2

The design for the Church of the Holy Communion's new 
Dossal Centerpiece is filled with Christian symbolism, 

both ancient and new.

At its most primative, the centerpiece is a cross. It
is a symbol of Christ Jesus and also a symbol of the
Christian faithful.  
 
     

3

A circular nimbus, or halo, is added to the cross, 
together with rays of glory. These symbols carry 
forward early Christian symbolism of the glory of 
the Lord as witnessed in Christ Jesus, members of
the Trinity, and the communion of saints. These rays 
match the rays emanating from the Holy Spirit in the 
CHC cornice.
 
     4

Brass rays reach outward in four directions - N, S, E,
W - pointing to Creation (Old Testament), our planet
Earth, our incarnate humanity. The rays are also the 
Christmas Star (New Testament), announcing the Word 
made Flesh, the arrival of the Savior who takes on visible 
form in this created world which we inhabit. 
 
     

5

A quatrefoil, ‘four leaves,’ shapes the center plaque
of the cross. It is created from four overlapping circles,
and appears often in church architecture and stained 
glass windows. In Christian heritage, the four arcs of 
the quatrefoil call to mind the four evangelists, authors
of the four gospels.  
 
     

6

Placed within the outer arcs of the quatrefoil and piercing
the rays of glory are four red bosses, or half-domes. Red is
the liturgiucal color of martyrdom and reminds us of the 
sacrifice of Our Lord Jesus on the cross. The bosses 
represent the wounds that Christ suffered on the cross.   
 
     

7

IHS

Within the quatrefoil plaque are two of the oldest 
symbols in all of Christiandom, wheat and grapes. 
The chalice, paten, and host represent our present 
day Eucharist. The ‘IHS’ Christogram, the monogram 
of Christ is in the center of the host.   
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At its most primative, 
the centerpiece is a cross. It
is a symbol of Christ Jesus 
and  also a symbol of the
Christian faithful.

A circular nimbus, or halo, 
is added to the cross, together 
with rays of glory. These 
symbols carry forward early 
Christian symbolism of the glory of the 
Lord as witnessed in Christ Jesus, members 
of the Trinity, and the communion 
of saints. These rays match the rays 
emanating from the Holy Spirit in 
Holy Communion's cornice.

      Brass rays reach outward in   
        four directions - N, S, E, W - pointing  
      to Creation (Old Testament), our planet 
Earth, our incarnate humanity. The rays are 
also the Christmas Star (New Testament), 
announcing the Word made Flesh, the arrival 
of the Savior who takes on visible form in 
this created world which we inhabit.

          Within the quatrefoil plaque are  
          two of the oldest symbols in all of  
               Christendom, wheat and grapes. 
           The chalice, paten, and host represent  

our present day Eucharist. These symbols also 
connect this cross to the church for which it 
is designed – Holy Communion. The ‘IHS’ 

Christogram, the monogram of Christ, 
is in the center of the host.

                  Placed within the outer                  
                  arcs of the quatrefoil and  
 piercing the rays of glory are 

four red bosses, or half-domes.
Red is the liturgical color of 

martyrdom and reminds us of the 
sacrifice of Our Lord Jesus on the cross. 

The bosses represent the wounds that 
Christ suffered on the cross.

A quatrefoil, “four leaves,” shapes the      
center plaque of the cross. It is created  
from four overlapping circles, and appears 

often in church architecture and 
  stained glass windows. 

In Christian heritage, the 
four arcs of the quatrefoil call 
to mind the four evangelists, 

authors of the four gospels.

Timeless Significance
The design of Holy Communion’s Dossal Centerpiece is filled with 

Christian symbolism, both ancient and new. 



4645 Walnut Grove Road
Memphis, Tennessee 38117-2597

(901) 767-6987     www.holycommunion.org
Facebook.com/HolyCommunion 


