
10:30 AM
HOLY EUCHARIST (Rite two)

September 25, 2022
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost



the woRd of God

Prelude  Chorale Prelude on Wer nur den lieben Gott, BWV 642       J. S. Bach

A Welcome to WorshiP

hymn 548                                 “Soldiers of Christ, arise”

oPening AcclAmAtion                          The Book of Common Prayer, Page 355
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

song of PrAise Benedictus es, Domine (Hymn S-236)                John Rutter

collect of the dAy

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 
Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your prom-
ises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.

first reAding                                      Amos 6:1a,4-7

A reading from Amos.

Alas for those who are at ease in Zion, and for those who feel secure 
on Mount Samaria. Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, and  
  lounge on their couches, and eat lambs from the flock, and calves 

from the stall; who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, and like David 
improvise on instruments of music; who drink wine from bowls, and anoint 
themselves with the finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 
Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, and the revelry of the 
loungers shall pass away.

2

all stand as able 

sit

Children ages 3-8 are invited to 
join the opening procession and 
follow the banner to Children’s 
Chapel, returning to the nave 
after the Prayers of the People. 
A parent or guardian may 
accompany if desired.

 collect of the dAy

Collects are the collected 
prayers of the people, lifted up 
by our collected voices. There 
are appointed collects for each 
Sunday and for feast days, and 
many more in the Book of Com-
mon Prayer that pray for the 
human condition, civic life, 
society, creation and more.

sung by all



The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PsAlm 146                            Simplified Anglican Chant Robert Knox Kennedy

1    Hallelujah! Praise the LORD, O my soul! *
      I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
      I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
2    Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, *
      for there is no help in them.
3    When they breathe their last, they return to earth, *
      and in that day their thoughts perish.
4    Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! *
      whose hope is in the LORD their God;
5    Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; *
      who keeps his promise for ever;
6    Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, *
      and food to those who hunger.
7    The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind; *
      the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
8    The LORD loves the righteous; the LORD cares for the stranger; *
      he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
2nd half of chant
9    The LORD shall reign for ever, *
      your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

second reAding                                 1 Timothy 6:6-19

A reading from First Timothy.

There is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; for we 
brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of 
it; but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. 

But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many 
senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 
For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness 
to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves 
with many pains. But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righ-
teousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. Fight the good fight 
of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and for 
which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. In 
the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in 
his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 
to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will bring about at the right time-- he who 
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all sing with the choir, changing 
tones as indicated

 PsAlm

The Psalms are some of the 
earliest music sung in Jewish 
and Christian worship.



is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. It is 
he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom 
no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. 
Amen. As for those who in the present age are rich, command them 
not to be haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but 
rather on God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 
They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to 
share, thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for 
the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

hymn 635                         “If thou but trust in God to guide thee”

gosPel                            Luke 16:19-31

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen 
and who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man 
named Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with 
what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his 
sores. The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with 
Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was 
being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus 
by his side. He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in 
agony in these flames.’ But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during 
your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil 
things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, 
between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might 
want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from 
there to us.’ He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s 
house-- for I have five brothers-- that he may warn them, so that they will not 
also come into this place of torment.’ Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses 
and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ He said, ‘No, father Abra-
ham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ He said 
to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

sermon                       The Reverend Sarah Cowan
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 reAding of the gosPel

“Gospel” comes from the 
Greek word “euangelion,” or 
“good news.” In many Epis-
copal churches, the gospel is 
carried into the congregation 
to be read in the midst of the 
people, often by the deacon, 
who is ordained into a ministry 
that connects the Church with 
the people.

sit 

stand



nicene creed                         Page 358

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us 
and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With 
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PrAyers of the PeoPle, Form Vi

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Justin the Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael our Presiding Bishop, 
Phoebe our Bishop, and for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. Silence

The People may add their own petitions

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. Silence

The People may add their own thanksgivings
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stand or kneel



We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, [especially __________] that they may have 
a place in your eternal kingdom. Silence

The People may add their own petitions

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. Silence

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive 
us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so 
uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of 
life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Celebrant alone stands and pronounces the Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

the PeAce         

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

the holy Communion

At the offertory, Anthem  “Fight the good fight”            John Gardner

Fight the good fight with all thy might, Christ is thy strength, and Christ thy 
right; lay hold on life, and it shall be Thy joy and crown eternally. Run the 
straight race through God’s good grace, lift up thine eyes and seek his face; 
life with its way before us lies, Christ is the path, and Christ the prize. Cast 
care aside, lean on thy guide: His boundless mercy will provide; trust, and thy 
trusting soul shall prove Christ is its life, and Christ its love. Faint not, nor 
fear, his arms are near; He changeth not, and thou art dear; only believe, and 
thou shalt see that Christ is all in all to thee. Amen.   J. S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875
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all stand to sing

stand
 PeAce

In confessing our communal 
sin and then passing the peace, 
we come back into relationship 
with Jesus Christ and with each 
other as we move toward the 
sacrament of the Eucharist, from 
the Liturgy of the Word to the 
Liturgy of the Table, “re-mem-
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stand

sung by all
stand or kneel

At the PresentAtion                                                         Lasst uns erfreuen

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise him all creatures here below, Alleluia, alleluia;
praise him above ye heavenly host,
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

the greAt thAnksgiVing euchAristic PrAyer B            Page 367

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. (Here a Proper Preface 
is said.) Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Arch-
angels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 

sAnctus (Hymn S-128)            William Mathias

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in 
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you 
have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out 
of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had 
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remem-
brance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

all stand to sing

 AnAmnesis

With these words of remem-
brance, we look both backwards 
and forwards – we acknowledge 
the death and resurrection of 
Christ in a weekly reaffirmation 
of Easter, and we also anticipate 
Christ’s future return.

stand or kneel

sung by all

all stand to singall stand to sing

sung by all



And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray 
you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may 
be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through 
him,being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all 
things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly coun-
try where, with [___________ and] all your saints, we may enter the ever-
lasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 
salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

the lord’s PrAyer             Page 364

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen.

BreAking of the BreAd        

frAction Anthem (hymn S-169)                                          Ray Urwin

inVitAtion to communion

The Gifts of God for the People of God. (and may add) Take them in remem-
brance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 
with thanksgiving.       

At the communion  hymn 309                 “O Food to pilgrims given”
                      hymn 609         “Where cross the crowded ways of life”
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all sing Refrain after cantor, then 
as indicated 

Ushers will guide parishioners 
forward to receive Communion 

at the altar rail, where you may 
kneel or stand, beginning at the 
centermost space and those next 

coming to the side outwards.
Extend your hands to receive 

a wafer from the Communion 
Minister. If you instead cross 
your arms over your chest, the 

Communion Minister will offer a 
touchless blessing. In either case, 

your response is: “Amen.” 
If you wish to receive wine, assist 

the Communion Minister by guid-
ing the chalice to your lips to take 

a sip, greatly preferred to intinction. 
If you do not wish to receive wine, 

cross your arms over your chest. 

Please return to your pew by the 
side aisle. 

 ePiclesis

The Eucharist, with Baptism, 
is one of the two sacraments 
Jesus specifically gave to the 
Church. In the epiclesis, the 
priest invokes the Holy Spirit 
to come and consecrate – make 
holy – the bread and wine. The 
Episcopal Church holds that 
Christ is mysteriously present in 
the consecrated Eucharistic ele-
ments. Acknowledging Christ’s 
presence, we treat the bread and 
wine with reverence.

silence is kept



all sing
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PrAyer After communion               Page 365

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now 
into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Blessing

People Amen.

hymn 438                             “Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord”

dismissAl

People Thanks be to God. 

Postlude   Trumpet Tune in D Major                                      David N. Johnson

The Reverend Jonathan Chesney is away from Holy Communion for today’s 
morning services. He will be serving at St. Timothy’s, Southaven, and 

at Holy Cross, Olive Branch.

stand

Permission for podcast/stream-
ing under One License.net 
#A-702284. Hymns and service 
music from The Hymnal 1982, 
©1985 Church Publishing Incor-
porated. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission.



PRayeR liSt

For the people of Ukraine; 
Connie Adams, Tommy Austin, 
Michael Ayers, DeAndre Brown, 
Libby Burdick, Kate Calvin, 
Robert Campbell, Vickey Carey, 
Teirra Collins, Simon Evans & 
family; Emily Ferguson, Family 
of Eliza Fletcher; Lester Gammill, 
Aleine Hansen, Andy Hansen, 
Eddie Harris, Julia Jennings, 
Lance Kruchten, Edith Langston, 
Liz Manugian, Marvel Matthews, 
Jim McGehee; Napolean Moore-
head, Connie Pittman; SMES 
Community; Lou Slater; Jackson, 
Elle, Jay, and Hannah Snyder; 
Jean Strickland, Jed Taylor, Jet 
Thompson, Victims of violence, 
Carol White, Lane Whitehead, 
Earle Whittington, and Tiffany 
Melvin Williams. For those serving 
in the Armed Forces: Benjamin, 
Bennett, Dan, David, David, Fred 
Jr., James, Mack, Noel, Peyton, 
Ross, Timothy Jr., Tracey, and 
Zach. In thanksgiving for the birth of: 
Diana Blaire Roper (grandchild of 
Nat Johnson); Henry Augustus & 
Robert Wortham Nielsen (grand-
children of Susan & George 
Wortham). For those who have died 
and those who grieve for them: Eliza 
Fletcher, Steve Whitmore, and 
Paul Langford.

ministers of the liturgy

The Reverend Sandy Webb,
Celebrant

The Reverend Sarah Cowan,
Preacher

The Reverend Dr. Randy McCloy,
Deacon

Lea Davis, Lector

Meredith Hitchcock, Liz 
Crowder, Alan Bolton, Keith 
Leach,  Eucharistic Ministers 

Josie Block, Carter Visinsky, 
Cameron Massengale, Sloan 
Webster, Acolytes 
Barton Lynch, Acolyte Mentor

The Parish Choir
Dr. David Ouzts, organist/director
Nathaniel McBride, cantor

    
 

Permission for podcast/stream-
ing under One License.net 
#A-702284. Hymns and service 
music from The Hymnal 1982, 
©1985 Church Publishing 
Incorporated and from Wonder, 
Love, and Praise, ©1997 Church 
Publishing Incorporated. Psalm 
Refrain from The Portland Psalter 
©2002, Robert A. Hawthorne. 
Church Publishing Incorporated.

ChoRal evenSonG toniGht | The Parish Choir begins the choir 
season by singing Choral Evensong for the Feast of St. Michael and All 
Angels, Sunday, September 25, at 5:30 p.m. The service includes Holy 

Eucharist celebrated by The Reverend Sandy Webb, who also celebrates 
his ordination anniversary today. 

JOIN US WEDNESDAYS EVENINGS “HERE@HOLYC” 
Dinner at 5:30 p.m. • Parish Choir Rehearsal and Program at 6:30 p.m. 

• Compline at 7:15 p.m. 

Wednesday, September 28 

TRACK 1: Late Pandemic Care of Children & Youth continued | Join Rever-
end Sarah in discussion about the care of adolescents today. Anyone who cares 

for youth in our community is invited! 

 TRACK 2: Goodbye Clutter, Hello Order! | Maryanne Macdonald, a 
professional organizer, nicknamed “the Queen of Tidy” by CHC staff, 

leads a three-week series on decluttering our lives and homes.  

Sunday adult foRmation  | September 25 – October 9
TRACK 1 in Room 301 (in person): What C.S. Lewis Has to Teach Us 
Today  C.S. Lewis scholar, Dr. Corey Latta, will discuss three important 

essays: “The Weight of Glory,” “Meditations in a Tool Shed,” and “God in 
the Dock.” It is not required to read the essays beforehand.  

TRACK 2 in Blaisdell Lower Lobby (in person and Zoom): Reading I 
Peter with our Anglican Family Study scripture and commentaries used at 
this summer’s Lambeth Conference, when bishops from around the world 

gathered to study the First Letter of Peter.

Learn About Parish Finances Via Zoom| Every fall, the parish engages 
in the Stewardship process, which is our annual fundraising campaign. As church 
fundraising can take many forms, we’re offering an informal orientation to this 
important work. Join Father Sandy on Sunday, September 25, at 4:00 p.m. 
Additionally, the Senior Warden and the Treasurer will offer an online nuts-and-
bolts church finance presentation on October 13 at 5:00 p.m. Contact Mary Beth 
Darrow in the Parish Office to attend. 

Supper Club Kickoff | If you signed up for a supper club, join us Sunday, 
September 25 at 6:30 p.m. in Cheney Parish Hall for a potluck dinner to meet 
your group, share a meal, and plan for the season. If you haven’t signed up or 
have questions, contact Carter Webster, cwebster@holycommunion.org  

EYC (Episcopal Youth Community) Change in Location/Time for 
Today! | Holy Communion will take on Grace–St. Luke’s in kickball today. 
Meet at GSL at the Lemaster Street red door. High School 5:00–6:00 p.m. and 
Middle School 6:00–7:00 p.m. 

PreYC Meets Today! 2:30-3:30 | Fourth and fifth graders will learn about 
our gleaning ministry and help prep meals. Drop off and pickup are at the front 
steps of the church. See Drew Massengale, Minister to Children, for more info. 

Ushers Needed| Ushers play an important role in welcoming and watching 
for and attending to congregational needs during our worship services. We are 
seeking more volunteers for this important ministry! Please contact Andy Malmo 
at andym@flinthyd.com to learn more.  

Safeguarding God’s Children Sunday, October 2, 1:00-3:30 p.m. 
Father Sandy leads an important conversation about keeping children safe at 
church. Required every three years for church staff, leaders, and volunteers who 
work with children. Contact Mary Beth Darrow in the Parish Office to attend.  
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Timeless  Significance
New dossal design steeped in symbolism and reverence

IHSIHS

The design for the proposed Church of the Holy 
Communion Dossal Centerpiece is filled with 
Christian symbolism, ancient and new. 
 
     

2

The design for the Church of the Holy Communion's new 
Dossal Centerpiece is filled with Christian symbolism, 

both ancient and new.

At its most primative, the centerpiece is a cross. It
is a symbol of Christ Jesus and also a symbol of the
Christian faithful.  
 
     

3

A circular nimbus, or halo, is added to the cross, 
together with rays of glory. These symbols carry 
forward early Christian symbolism of the glory of 
the Lord as witnessed in Christ Jesus, members of
the Trinity, and the communion of saints. These rays 
match the rays emanating from the Holy Spirit in the 
CHC cornice.
 
     4

Brass rays reach outward in four directions - N, S, E,
W - pointing to Creation (Old Testament), our planet
Earth, our incarnate humanity. The rays are also the 
Christmas Star (New Testament), announcing the Word 
made Flesh, the arrival of the Savior who takes on visible 
form in this created world which we inhabit. 
 
     

5

A quatrefoil, ‘four leaves,’ shapes the center plaque
of the cross. It is created from four overlapping circles,
and appears often in church architecture and stained 
glass windows. In Christian heritage, the four arcs of 
the quatrefoil call to mind the four evangelists, authors
of the four gospels.  
 
     

6

Placed within the outer arcs of the quatrefoil and piercing
the rays of glory are four red bosses, or half-domes. Red is
the liturgiucal color of martyrdom and reminds us of the 
sacrifice of Our Lord Jesus on the cross. The bosses 
represent the wounds that Christ suffered on the cross.   
 
     

7

IHS

Within the quatrefoil plaque are two of the oldest 
symbols in all of Christiandom, wheat and grapes. 
The chalice, paten, and host represent our present 
day Eucharist. The ‘IHS’ Christogram, the monogram 
of Christ is in the center of the host.   
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At its most primative, 
the centerpiece is a cross. It
is a symbol of Christ Jesus 
and  also a symbol of the
Christian faithful.

A circular nimbus, or halo, 
is added to the cross, together 
with rays of glory. These 
symbols carry forward early 
Christian symbolism of the glory of the 
Lord as witnessed in Christ Jesus, members 
of the Trinity, and the communion 
of saints. These rays match the rays 
emanating from the Holy Spirit in 
Holy Communion's cornice.

      Brass rays reach outward in   
        four directions - N, S, E, W - pointing  
      to Creation (Old Testament), our planet 
Earth, our incarnate humanity. The rays are 
also the Christmas Star (New Testament), 
announcing the Word made Flesh, the arrival 
of the Savior who takes on visible form in 
this created world which we inhabit.

          Within the quatrefoil plaque are  
          two of the oldest symbols in all of  
               Christendom, wheat and grapes. 
           The chalice, paten, and host represent  

our present day Eucharist. These symbols also 
connect this cross to the church for which it 
is designed – Holy Communion. The ‘IHS’ 

Christogram, the monogram of Christ, 
is in the center of the host.

                  Placed within the outer                  
                  arcs of the quatrefoil and  
 piercing the rays of glory are 

four red bosses, or half-domes.
Red is the liturgiucal color of 

martyrdom and reminds us of the 
sacrifice of Our Lord Jesus on the cross. 

The bosses represent the wounds that 
Christ suffered on the cross.

A quatrefoil, “four leaves,” shapes the      
center plaque of the cross. It is created  
from four overlapping circles, and appears 

often in church architecture and 
  stained glass windows. 

In Christian heritage, the 
four arcs of the quatrefoil call 
to mind the four evangelists, 

authors of the four gospels.

Timeless Significance
The design of Holy Communion’s Dossal Centerpiece is filled with 

Christian symbolism, both ancient and new. 
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